Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



dbjGoogle 



dbjGoogle 



dbjGoogle 



dbjGoogle 



dbjGoogle 



cU 



V " 



dbjGoogle 



/ 



GAME OF INDIA 



DigilizedbyV^jOl^'^LC - 



J^T^-W BOOICS. 

FAMINES IN INDIA : their Canaea and J^oasible- 
Pr«T8iitioD. Baing the Cambridge UuiTersit; ' I« Bas' PriM 
EsBay IBT5. By A. Ldkth Williius, BA., Scholar of Jesni 
College and UDiveraity Croaae Scholar. CrowD 8vo. cloth, price 6j., 

■ We am itniDgly recommend tlu ew;, u ilTgnllnc to tbe gnienil pnbtto • 
baBLs of InronoatlEMk from wbich to pursue a mbject wblch it Put bdotarAoB ■ Enat 
SUiObO] rapoliHlblltty.' LjUjcBT- 

■ Ha baa choaan ffood authorltlaa, and aoaljnd thelx wrUlnga with aklll.' 

Duly Hewb. 

WESTERN INDIA BEFORE AND DTTRING THE 

MUTINIES. Pictures dravn from Ijfe. Bj Major-Qaneral 
Sir G. LE GKAND JACOB, Z.C.3.I.. C.B. Secood Edition. 
Crown 8»o. cloth, price 7: &d, 

IbQtlon to Cba Uitory at Wtatem iDdla dorlog Uu 



.... . . bimMlf lo npeok aatboilUtlfsl; ooaceislDg 

ladiaa aOalra.' BTAHDAaD. 

HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZATION, EQUIPMENT. 
AND WAR SERVICES OF THE REGIMENT OF BENGAL 
ARTILLERY. Compiled from PoblUhed Works, Official 
RecordB, Bud Toriooa priviite sources by Fuincii W. Stdsm, 
Major Royal (UC« Bengal) Artilleiy. With amneroua Maps and 
IllnstratioDB. [PnparitHf, 

THE EUROPEAN IN INDIA. A Handbook of Prac- 

tical InformBtioD for those proceeding to, or residing iu, (he Eut 
lodies, relating to Outfits, Roatee, Tims for DepaRnre. Indian 
ClLmate, &c. Bj Edxdud C. P. HniL. With a Msdicol Guide 
for Anglo-IodianB by R. R, S, Mint, M.D., F.R.C.S.E., late 
Depnty-Coroner of Madraa. Second Edition, reTised and cor- 
rected. Post Sto. cloth, price 6j. 
\* 7X« ' Medical Gvid» ' can bt Had Kparatdif, priea St. 6d. 



Urjw. 



I of siatDl iDloimatlon to tbe XogUih ■ 



A BALOOCHEE GRAMMAR. By Captaiii E. Mockler, 
AMiBtant Political Agent on the Ueknn Coaat. Ftp. Sto. clolL 
IPnparitiff. 

EENBY 8. KING ft CO., Londoo. 



Digitized byGOOgle 



dbjGooglc 



dbjGoogle 



dbjGoogle 



dbjGoogle 



THE LARGE AND SMALL GAME OF BENGAIj 

AND THE NORTH-WESTERN 

PEOVINGES OF INDIA 



CAPTAIN J. H. BALDWIN, F.Z.£ 

lATB OB H. P. BEKOAL STASS 00EP3 



'Sme olim meminiiit juvabit' 



'To sit on Tocki, to miiBe o'» flood Bud fell. 
To slowly trace tho foreit'B ahadj acene 
Where things tliat own not m&a'a dominion dire 
And mort&l foot hnth ne'er oc rarely been; 
To climb tlie tracklesa moDntain all unseen, 
With the wild flock that never needs a fold' 

ChOde Harold, c 



HENRY S. KING ^ CO., LONDON 
1877 

Digitized byGOOgle 



( 2^ righti of Imntlatwn and uf rtprcduetion art rutrvtd) 

Digitize 



IbyGOOgll. 



PEEFACE. 



DuBiifO a lengthened furlough in England on medical certificate, 
I have agreeably occupied myself and whiled away many a long 
■winter's evening by transcribing and condensing extracts from old 
journals, game registers, and note books, which I have kept reU- 
giously for a series of years, in feet almost from the day I entered 
the service seventeen years ago until the present time. 

Throughout my Indian career I have had the good fortune, for 
one so enthusiastically fond of field sports, to be quartered in some 
of the best game districts in the-Bengal Presidency, such as the 
Central Provinces, Oude, Assam, and Central India, where both 
large and small game were plentiful and varied, and where I had 
every opportunity of studying their habJta. Moreover, on five dif- 
ferent occasions I have made extensive sporting expeditions into the 
interior of the Himalayas, and twice visited parts of the most unfre- 
quented and least known quarters of that glorious range, including 
one excuision in 1863 over the snow passes into Thibet, 

Throughout these wanderings I have always made it a practice 
every evening on returning from the hill-side or the jungle, while 
impressions were still fresh on my memory, to note down anything 
that had occurred during the day that might possess an interest for 
the sportsman or the naturahst. 

From constantly following my favourite pursuit at all times and 
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in all seasons, whenever my duties would permit, in the hiUs and in 
the plains, while continually in search of the denizens of the forest 
and the jungle, I have been fortunate enough to procure with my 
own gun and rifle specimens of almost every description of large 
and small game to be found in Bengal and the North Western 
Provinces of India, and I can consequently testify from personal 
experience as to their ways and habits, and the best manner of 
himting them. 

I have no pretensions to be a scientific naturalist, but may claim 
to be a close observer, and certaiftly a lover of nature. 

My remarks on ' the Tiger ' and ' Tiger Hunting ' have been ex- 
tended to greater length, and related with more detail, than obser- 
vations on animals of less note. It must, however, be distinctly 
understood that my reason for dwelling longer than ordinary on 
this particular subject is not that my experience in tiger-shooting 
has been greater than in the pursuit of other lai^ game — for I am 
well aware that in comparison with the achievements of many of 
our renowned Anglo-Indian hunters my own exploits have been 
inconsiderable — but because I beheve that the general public take 
an especial interest in reading anything new in connectiou with the 
habits and chase of the royal tiger. 

In writing this book — more especially in giving to the different 
animals their correct and scientific terras — I have derived much 
assistance from the valuable works of the late Dr. Jerdon, viz., 
* The Mammals ' and the ' Birds of India.' I have generaUy adopted 
that able writer's appellations for the different beasts and birds, 
have frequently quoted from his works, and on the rare occasions 
when I have ventured to express a contrary opinion on any point, 
it has always been with much difl&dence. 

All the animals depicted in the illustrations (with the exception 
of the Rhinoceros, ArgaU, and the three skulls of Buffalo and Ovis 
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Ammon) fell to my own rifle, and in the first instance were preserved 
in a rough state by my own hands. 

The sketches of Himalayan scenery, and also that of the old 
Bundeela fort, have been engraved from my own drawings taken 
on the spot.* 

I gladly take this opportunity of tendering my grateful acknow- 
ledgments to numerous friends who have kindly assisted me with 
their advice and encouraged me to persevere in bringing this work 
to its present complete form. 

In conclusion, I beg from my readers and critics the indulgence 
usually accorded to a first attempt. I venture to hope that the 
young hunter about to start for the East may glean some useful 
hints from these experiences, and that even the old Shikary, who 
has long since cast anchor in his native land and bid farewell for 
ever to the dense jungles and sunny plains of India, may feel a 
^mpathetic interest in some of my adventures, and find his sporting 
recollections awakened by the perusal of the following pages. 

J. H. B. 

' The aketeh of ' Howdah Shooting ' has been iuinUj iupplieil by a friend. 
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LAEGE AM) SMALL GAME OF BENGAL. 



CHAPTER I. 
THE nOER (Feii, Tigris). 



Far off in d«aert dank and rude, 
The tiger holda its solitude. — Heieii. 



The Tiger, in spite of numerous enemies and constant persecution, is 
still to be found in nearly all the large forests of India. In former 
years tigers were doubtless a scovu^e, now they are becoming rare 
even in the wooded parte of the conntry, where in days of yore they 
abounded, and where onoe a doaen could be shot by a party in the 
hot weather with but little difficulty. Two or three now will only be 
bagged oyer the same ground, and these not without great exertion 
and perseverance. 

Skirting the base of tiie Himalayan range from end to end, and 
running in a direction nearly east and west for many hundreds of 
miles, stretches a vast irregtdar tract of high, and in many parts 
impenetrable jungle, termed the Terai. 

The greater portion of this immense and almost unbounded cover 
consists of forest, dense thicket, and tangled v^etation ; but in many 
parts, especially near the banks of rivers and margins of lakes, a 
very high description of tall feathery-tipped grsBs, appropriately termed 
' elephant grass,' grows abundantly and spreads for miles over the face 
of the country. Where this grass has been burnt by the villagers 
to obtain fresh pastures for their cattle, park-like glades, clothed 
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in bright green, pTevait, and to complete thia splendid game preserre 
(perhaps, taken altogether, the finest in the world), nnmerona jheela 
and swamps here and there occur. Many of these patches of water or 
morass are of large extent, althoagh from a distance, half-hidden from 
view by thick belts of tall reeds and sedge which encircle their margins, 
they may appear to be of no great size. 

Sundry of these swamps, such as the well-known 'Mala' in the 
, Fhilibheet district, never, however great the heat or scanty the rain- 
fall, become dried up, but remain from one year's end to the other 
fathomless qu^mires, of such a highly dangerous nature that only the 
foolhardy or ignorant sportsman would attempt forcing a howdah 
elephant orer their treacherous surface. 

Ere now, elephants urged on by their impetuous masters have been 
swallowed up in these abominable quagmires. So long as a wild beast 
is cunning enough (and there are many such) to make his den in one 
of these swamps, lying hidden throughout the day, only issuing forth 
from his lair in search of prey after nightfall, and returning again to his 
sanctuary before the dawn, he may reach a good old age, and eventu- 
ally die a natural death, for nothing in the world can harm him. 

This Terai, throughout its full extent is intersected and abundantly 
watered by divers noble rivers and purling streams, having their sources 
for the most part in far distant glaciers, or high up amidst the eternal 
snows. After cutting a passage through the higher steeps, and by 
many a tortuous route at length reaching the deep wall^bound glens 
dividing the middle ranges, the main streams gradually increase in 
volume, as each small rivulet and mountain torrent join in, and by 
degrees widen out their channels, and gliding rapidly over their rocky 
beds, as they progress through the broad open valleys of the lower hills, 
at length debouch into the plains. 

Many of these glorious rivers, on reaching the comparatively speaking 
level country at the foot of the mountains, divide into numerous and 
more or less rapid watercourses, which form between their winding 
channels islands of all shapes and sizes. Some of these ' churs ' 
(as they are termed by the natives), formed of shingle and sand, 
are partially or entirely bare, others are clothed in high thick grass 
and jhow (a description of shrub common on the banks of many 
Indian streams), while others again are covered with clumps of 
splendid forest timber, often including in their ranks gigantic specimens 
of sM and aeesum. These islands, when overspread with jungle, more 
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especially when there is an undergro.vrth of matted creepers, brake, and 
thick graas combined, harbour all kinda of wild animals, and are the 
special habitat of the royal tiger. With the towering Himalayas 
hard by, affording in their deep goi^a and rocky clefts, many a safe 
retreat and ooapproachable sanctuary; with numberless herds of 
deer and sounders of hog within easy reach, and thousands of village 
cattle feeding unprotected in the grassy glades of the Terai ; and, 
finally, with an abundance of water (a sine qua nan with the Feline • 
genos], the mighty cat yet holds his own ; and in out-of-the-way nooks / 

and comers, impracticable for the use of howdah elephants, or per- 
haps beyond the reach of the well-equipped hunting parties which 
each year sally forth from our Indian cantonments bent on his de- 
struction, ' Felia Tigris ' may yet be said to flourish in almost nndi- 
miniahed numbers. 

The Terai I believe to be by far the largest stronghold for tigers in 
the Indian Peninsula, but there are numberless other favourite haunts 
which, though of leas extent, are many of them of such a nature as to 
present insurmountable difficulties to sportsmen. Such, for instance, 
are the well-known Sunderbuns, a group of low forest-covered islands 
situated at the mouth of the Ganges, and celebrated for holding a very 
btrge-framed breed of tiger. 

There are various other jungles throaghout Lower Bengal where 
' tigers occur more or less abundantly ; but it would be tedious to the 
reader, and, indeed, an almost impossible task, to name them all, so I 
will pass on, and briefly refer to quite another, and perhaps equally 
famed tract of country for holding tigers. I allude to Central India, 
or that vast region north of the Nerbudda, which includes Bhopal, 
Gwalior, Bundelkund, and nnmerous other states and provinces : 

A countrj full of hilla and rugged rocks, 

Bepleniahed with fierce, unltuued beasts.— Shakspbasb. 

Here again we have an immense stretch of wild, arid, and in many 
parts almost uninhabited country, which, though altogether differing in 
character from the Terai and the Bengal Sunderbuns, is yet perhaps 
equally good for holding tigers, and, moreover, presents fewer difficulties 
and obstacles for hunting them, so much so that I venture to say there 
are few Central-Indian jungles which, by the aid of elephants or 
beaters, cannot be thoroughly searched through or driven. 
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To this last fact T should attribute the yearly iacreasing scarcity of 
tigers in Central India. In some parts the animals are now altogether 
extinct, thoagh doubtless there are still many good heats which year 
after year yield a limited number of the animals, and I have no doubt 
there are many other retreats in certain localities (such as the soathera 
part of Bewah for instance) which hare hardly ever been risited, much 
less thoroughly explored, by English sportsmen. 

The Gtovemment reward ' for slaying a tiger in Northern India 
is ridiculously small, only fire rupees or ten shillings. This is very 
absurd, for nearly always there is more or less risk in ridding the 
country of such a formidable beast. Recently I believe the rewards 
have beed increased in consequence of the consternation created by 
the reports sent home, and published in the newspapers of the loss of 
life, and injury to the villagers, by their cattle being carried oflF by 
tigers. It is undoubtedly true that great numbers of buffaloes and 
bullocks are annually destroyed in certain districts by tigers, panthers, 
and leopards. But even the destruction to cattle is much exi^gerated. 
Almost in every village of Northern India, there is a low caste tribe 
called Chumars, who deal priacipally in hides, and are much given to 
killing cattle by means of poison, and various other ways, and patting 
the deaths down to tigers, and as it is contrary to the religion of high 
oaste Hindoos (who are generally the proprietors of cattle) to hdve 
anything whatever to do with a deceased bullock, the hide naturally 
goes to the Chumars, who have a prescriptive right to the hide of every 
bullock dying in the village. But the reports of deatlis of human 
beings have been, I believe, greatly exaggerated. Many of the published 
report^ of deaths by wild animals included those occasioned by snake 
bites. 

Now, from personal experience, I venture to assert that for every 
one native, lulled by all wild animals put together, at least ten lose their 
lives from the bites of cobras and other poisonous snakes. I am - 
speaking of our North-Western provinces in general. During the rainy 
season and following months, from the beginning of July till the end 
of September, it is something terrible to calculate even approximately 
the number of poor creatures who die from snake bites. It is such a 
common thing for natives to lose their lives from the bite of a cobra, 

> In some parte of Southern India the reward is, 1 am fold, SO to 25 rupees, and 
for a ' man-eater,' eometimes 60 or 100 rupees, sccoiding to the special nature of the 
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that little notice is taken of such an oocurrence. Whereas if a man 
is killed hy a tiger or panther, the fact is noiaed abroad through the 
whole district. There can be little doubt that the proper way to keep 
tigers down is to increase the reward; native shikaries (or hunters) 
will then take the trouble to make tiger-shooting a profession. 
Usually speaking, their fire-arms are of the rudest description, but 
they never throw a chaise away, and generally when they get a fair 
shot, lodge the bullet — often a piece of hammered iron — or slugs, in 
the tiger's body, causing his death eventually, if lie does not fall dead 
on the spot. 

In certain parts of the country where tigers, panthers, and leopards 
have been exterminated, wild bt^ and deer of various kinds have so 
increased that the crops of the villages are very much injured by 
swarms of game feeding on the com under cover of night. These 
creatures are the natural food of the tiger, and nature intended that 
he should prey on them, and a single pair of the royal beasts keep 
down other game over a vast extent of jungle, and thus do immense 
good instead of harm. 

Some assert that there are two or three species of tiger in India , 
alone, and that the animal found in the Sunderbuns is larger than, 
and of a different species from, his Central-Indian brother, but I do 
not think this is the case. Undoubtedly there is much diversity in 
colour, shade, size, and general appearance among tigers. I have seen 
skins of every shade : some, light yellow with numerous and narrow 
stripes, others, very dark yellow or rufous, with broad transverse bars of 
black. Some have a kind of double row of stripes as it were, some have 
small yellow spots in addition to the stripes. I have seen the skin of 
a white tiger (this however is a great rarity), and lastly, I have often 
seen skins of old animals very much faded, and the stripes almost 
imperceptible. No two tiger skins are ever I believe exactly alike. 
Yet, as I said before, in spite of skins differing in sise, colour, and 
number of stripes, they all belong to one and the same species of tiger. 

Another point of frequent discussion among sportsmen and natu- 
ralists, is the size of tigera. I have actually read of a tiger 15 feet in 
length, and need hardly say, that no such animal ever existed. Jerdon 
in his 'Mammalia' says: 'The average size of a full-grown tiger is 
from 9 to 9( feet in length, but I &ncy there is little doubt that 
occasionally tigers are killed 10 feet in length and perhaps a few 
inches over; but the stories of tigers 11 feet and 12 feet in length, so 
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often heard and repeated, certainly require confirmation, and I have 
not myself seen an authentic account of a tiger that measured more 
than 10 feet 2 inches or 10 feet 3 inchea.' 

I have consulted sereral of our most experienced Ben^l sportsmen 
on this point, and with the exception of two, who extend the extreme 
length of a tiger to 10 feet 6 inches, they all hear ont Dr. Jerdon's 
statement, and pronounce it to he correct. I myself hare seen many 
large tigers fairly meosored wiUi a tape from the tip of the nosd down 
the centre of the head and back to the tip of the tail, but only on one 
occasion have I seen one exceed 10 feet. This was a particularly 
fine m^e tiger, and he measured 10 feet 2 inches exactly. Tiger skins 
often measure 11 feet and npwards hut these afford no criteria of 
the size of the animals they adorned^ and a skin recently taken off an 
animal, will often stretch a foot and more, if pe^ed out very tight. 

The tigress is smaller than the tiger, she is not so thickly bnilt, nor 
has she such enormous muscular fore arms. In both sexes, the chief 
strength is in the fore part of the body, the neck, chest, shoulders 
and arms, which are immensely thick. and powerful, enabling the 
animals to pull down and destroy their prey with hardly an effort, but 
the loins and hind quartets, though symmetrical and admirably pro- 
portioned, are not nearly so strongly built, and I believe that it is 
from this cause that tigers are unable to climb trees like other cats. 
They can make prodigious springs, hut cannot clamber np a tree lite a 
leopa^ or bear. The tigress generally produces two or three cubs at a 
litter, sometimes four, and only a few years ago five cubs were found 
in the body of a tigress killed in Central India. This, however, was an 
extraordinaiy occurrence. 

On the birth of the young ones, or soon afler, I believe, the male 
tiger separates from the female, though he is generally to he found in 
the neighbourhood. We often hear of the tiger striking down his prey 
with his paw, and doubtless occaeionally he does so, but I am of 
opinion that this is not his asual mode of proceeding ; he more generally, 
I believe, springs from an ambush, or by grovelling along the ground, 
approaches to within springing distance, then vrith a mighty bound, or 
succession of springs, he launches himself on his victim, and seizing 
it with his fangs by the back of the neck (not the throat), brings it to 
the ground, and then gives that fatal wrench or twist, which ditJocates 
t^e neck and at once puts an end to the struggle. I have examined 
the carcases of many scores of bullocks killed by tigers, and have in 
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the great majority of cases found the neck broken and the deep holea 
at the back of the neck caused by the tiger's fangs. Sometimes, 
though certainly less often, I hare discovered undoubted evidence that 
the dead bullock had in the first instance been felled by a blow from 
the ieirible fore-arm of the tiger. 

Again, we hear of the tiger, having despatched his victim, proceed- 
ing to drink the blood from the neck, but this is never the case ; fre- 
quently there is very little blood to he seen on the dead bullock or deer. 
I have never noticed the veins in the throat of a carcase laid open, 
or torn, as if for the purpose of getting at the blood, and if the tiger 
were in the habit of lapping the blood of a creature just killed, there 
certainly would be marks to show this on the throat. 

Natives of India invariably drive their cattle* home about sunset : in 
some villages in Bundeliund I have seen the cattle coming home of 
their own accord as it becomes dusk ; instinct tells them of the danger . 
of being abroad after sundown. The animals are then generally shut / 
Dp in lai^e pens, or sheds, or driven into some open spot in the centre of , 
the village, and tethered to pegs or small posts driven into the ground. 

Even then they are not always safe. I remember in Assam, a 
tiger in the dead of night leaping over a fence nearly five feet high into 
an_ enclosure such as I have described, seizing one of the largest 
oxen therein, und again leaping back, dragging the bullock after him 
across several fields, and over two hedges, a distance of over two 
hundred yards, till he reached some gra^s jungle, where he partly 
devoured his prey. In company with a brother officer, I sat up over 
that bollock for several hoars, but no tiger came, so home we went. 
Our disgust was great, to hear next momiug, that when we were under 
onr blankets, he had come later and made a hearty meal off the re- 
mainder of the carcase, for only the head and hide remained. As I 
have said, this was a large, full-grown ox, and if I had not seen the spot 
with my own eyes, and carefully examined the pen in which the cattle 
had been shut, and from which this beast had been so easily extracted ; 
and if I had not heard the account from the people of the village, 
how they had been awakened by the noise of the marauder and his 
struggling victim, and seen the traces across the fields made by the 
tiger dragging the carcase, I could hardly have believed it possible 
that the brute was possessed of such prodigious strength. 

I remember hearing of another remarkable instance of the enormous 
muacular power possessed by these animals from a friend, which I will 
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relate as told to me. In the beginning of the rainy season Le, about 
July, whilst he was encamped at a place called Dangra, Central 
India, intelligence was bronght in to hiui, about mid-day, that a 
tiger had just before carried off a fine full-grown bollock from a herd 
grazing within ^ mile of his encampment. My friend proceeded 
to the place and inquired into the particulars. The cowherds showed 
him the spot whe re the bullock had been billed in the middle of 
an open field. /The carcase had tJM^been dragged by the tiger to the 
edge of a nulla^ and thence carried across into a dense juugle. This 
per se was nothing rery extraordinary, but on examining the tracks, 
it appeared that the tiger had dragged the bullock to the edge of 
the nullah, and then had evidently jumped with it held in his mouth 
across the ravine ; of this there could be no doubt, for ^ere were the 
tiger's footmarks up to the edge on the one side, but not a mark in 
the nullah below, the bed of which consisted of soft mud. On the 
far side he again found the prints of the brute's paws, and the deep 
indentation in the soft bank where the body of the bullock had struck 
the ground as the tiger landed with his prey .^7 

Cattle are very often pulled down in broad daylight, the natives in 
charge not daring to interfere. The tiger almost always seizes one of 
the best conditioned beasts in the herd; he does not trouble himself about 
the old or the lean, a skeleton of this kind might wander about all night 
with impunity. Having dragged his victim under some bushes, into a 
clump of grass, or a neighbouring Uullah, he usually devours a portion of 
the carcase, commencing always at the toil, leaving the remainder for a 
future meal ; sometimes, though not often, he conceals the portion left 
for a second visit, probably the following night, and a cunning tiger who 
has been hunted, and is suspicious, will make one meal only ofiF a carcase, 
never returning for fear of falling into a snare by so doing. Jerdon in 
his 'Mammals of India' writes as follows (from information obtained 
from the late Major Sherwill) on the tiger: ' Tigers are very partial 
to certain localities, and avoid others to all appearance quite as 
favourable covers. Tear after year they will be found in one locality 
and kiUed, and never be seen in another close at hand apparently quite 
as suitable.' The above are admirable remarks, and well describe the 
peculiar liking tigers have for certain spots. 

A pair will take up their residence in a certain hiding place, probably 
on the banks of some river where there is plenty of thick cover to con- 
ceal them, and numerous herds of cattle in the neighbourhood to prey 
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upon. At length their repeated depredations are reported to the district 
officers, and a party organised to put a stop to their evil doings. They 
are probably driven out and shot, but the strange thing is, that within 
a few months, a second pair, or perhaps one old male tiger, will have 
pitched upon the same stroDghoId ; though it is difficult to say where 
they cap h ave come from or what there is so particalai'ly attractive in the 
spot.'TA tiger makes a long round in search of food at night, usually 
a circleof many miles, and woe betide the stray ox or horse that has 
not been driven home at eventide. A tiger on retoming to a kill is 
most cai'oful and suspicious in his approach, generally making a circle 
round before attempting to take his supper. If the carcase of the 
bollock has been disturbed from the position he left it in, handled in 
any way by a human being, or removed to moreopen ground, an old 
tiger will at once suspect danger and make off. ~^ 

Usually spewing, a tiger> when shot through the body, if he escapes 
at the time, dies shortly after ; he is a hot-blooded animal, and a wound 
soon mortifies. Bears, on the contrary, recover from desperate wounds. 
I need hardly say that, like the rest of the felidee, tigers' clawa are re- 
tractile ; there are five on each fore paw, four on the hind ; th6 claws are 
carried in a case as it were, and the tips never touch the' ground except 
when he is running. In the centte of the foot there is a roand pad, 
enabling the creature to walk without making the slightest noise and 
approach to within springing distance of such timid, restless creatures 
OS many of the deer tribe are, without being discovered. I have often 
noticed when passing through the forest, deep indentations on trunks of 
trees, where a tiger has been stretching his claws (as we see our domestic 
cats continually doing). Some say it is to sharpen them, others to clean 
them, I think that it is just a lazy way of stretching themselves. 

Jerdon in his ' Mammals of India,' when speaking of the leopard, 
tells us that, ' Like the tiger, the leopard will, if hungry, eat any dead 
carcase he can -find.' Now, though I readily adtait that occasionally 
the tiger will feed off a carcase which he has had do hand in killing, 
yet I am convinced that such an occurrence is most exceptional, and I 
venture to assert that one of the chief characteristics of the tiger is, 
that in its wild state it will only feed on prey of its own killing. 

African hunters tell us of liotas, ^hen prowling round an encamp- 
ment at night, carrying off meat hanging from trees ; now tigers 
occasiotially will walk round the tents and carry off a stray bullock or 
horse. Even camels are sometimes pulled down and devoured. This 
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bag twice occurred to mj own knowledge in tlte Lnllutpore district ; 
but never I believe will tbej touch venison or flesh of any kind, and 
the gentleman who a few years ago, when we heard so much about 
Indian tigers, proposed in a letter to one of the newspapers to eit«r- 
ninate ' Felis Tigris ' by scattering hunks of meat saturated with poison 
in jangles inhabited by the royal beast, was not well acquainted with 
the habits of the animal, or he would never have made so absnrd a 
proposition. I have often heard the question asked, ' Which is the 
more powerful animal, the African lion or the Asiatic tigerP and 
in a fair combat which of the two would prevail ? It certainly would 
be a grand sight to witness such a battle royat, and it is difficult to say 
which of two such powerftil animals would come ofif the victor. An 
Anglo-Indian would, I imagine, argue in favour of him with the striped 
coat, and an African hunter probably back the gentleman with the 
shaggy mane. Such a battle did actually occur many yetire ago, at a 
menagerie, if I remember rightly. A tiger burst through the partition 
separating him from an African lion, and killed the latter in a few 
minutes, bITt the duel was not a fair one, for the tiger was a fine lusty 
male in the prime of life> whereas the lion was a patriarch whose best 
days had passed and whose teeth were in anything but fighting order. 

Tigers can be found with tolerable certainty during the hot 
weather months, from about April 1 till June 15 ; the juogles diiring 
this period become dried up by the intense heat and scorching wind, so 
that for miles not a blade of green grass is to be seen, and nearly all 
the forest trees have dropped their leaves ; moreover, the natives set 
fire to the grass in all directions to obtain a fresh crop, so that what 
was once a thick dense cover concealing all kinds of wild animals 
becomes a desolate black wilderness in a single day. The consequence 
is that only on the banks of rivers or swamps where there is yet mois- 
ture is there a particle of jungle left, and here, huddled tt^ether into 
this small compass, are the whole of the animals, both carnivora and 
mminantia, of a large extent of country. When so situated tigers do 
not wander far ; they can procure food close at band with little trouble ; 
starting after dusk for their nightly rounds, they return before day- 
light to the same lair. 

After the first fall of rain, however, the grass and vegetation grow 
up with surprising quickness, and once more the animals spread over 
the country ; one day a pair of tigers may be in one spot and the next 
ten or twelve miles away ; in fact, there is no certainty where they may 
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be found, and conaeqaently during the rains and oold season but few 
tigers are bronght to bag. 

In tbe hot weather the big cats hare a beautiful smooth glossy 
coat, the hair being very short ; as the temperature becomes colder the 
fur grows, and by November or December the winter coat is about an 
inch in length, and at the neck (especially just behind tiie jaws, where 
often there is a regular tuft of hair) still longer ; this long coat a^ain 
drops off about March or April. A tiger if in good health keeps his 
coat in perfect order : those we see at home, shut up in cages, never 
show the splendid condition, the muscular power, or the glossy coats 
and brilliancy of fur displayed by the wild ones of the jungle. 

Not only is the tiger found all along the foot of the Himalayas, 
but it is not ancommon for the animal to ascend the valleys of 
that splendid range to a considerable height. I have seen their foot- 
marks and traces at a height of 8,000 feet. I rpmember a tigress 
inhabiting a forest above the Pindur river in Gurhwal for several years, 
and a deal of mischief she caused. A poor herdboy was killed within a 
mile of my tent by this tigress. The unfortunate felloWwas driving 
home his buffaloes at eventide, later than was prudent, knowing, as he 
must have done, that this dangerous beast frequented this part, and as he 
was crossing a deep valley, by a narrow footpath with a dense jungle 
on either side, the tigress suddenly spmog on a cow-buffalo lagging 
behind the others and pulled it down. The brave lad most foolishly 
went to the rescne and attempted to drive the brute off her prey, and 
in doing so received so terrible a blow from the paw of the tigress that 
he never spoke ^^in. At the time this happened my leave was up, 
and I had not even a day to spare, or I should certainly have devoted 
a'week or two in an endeavour to destroy this pest. 

Not far, however, from the spot where the tragedy now related 
occurred, a gentleman, a tea-planter, residing in that part of the 
country, killed a fine tiger with a single ball. 

It ifl commonly supposed, I believe, by those who have never visited 
India, that it is a dangerous practice in the daytime to pass through 
jangles inhabited by tigers, but it is astonishing how very seldom one 
of the animals is seen unless search is made for him in his very lair. 
Moreover, when the sun is up, all wild beasts retire .to their dens or 
caves, where they lie asleep till night sets in, so that there is little 
probability of meeting with a tiger in broad daylight. And should 
sneh an extraordinary, not to say unpleasant, meeting take place. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



12 THE GAME OF BENGAL. 

forty-nine out of &fty tigers nonld be only too glad, with a Burly 
growl, to get out of the way of a man on foot passing through the forest 
— I will not guarantee anything after dark — provided that the latter 
only stood steady on viewing the enemy, or passed on as if he hud 
not observed him with the striped coat. 

Only once during my many wanderings hare I met a tiger unex- 
pectedly, and when unprepared for such a vi»-a-vis. It happened sa 
follows ; Many years a^o, when I was a ' Griffin * (or a novice in 
Indian ways and castoms), I was quartered with a wing of my regi- 
ment in Assam. It was a very out-of-the-way part of the country and 
by no means a favourite station, hut aa the ehootii^ in the neighbour- 
hood was good, I was perfectly happy. Like most young fellows who 
are sportsmen, I made use of some of my servants for shooting 
purposes. Now bheesties, or water-carriera, are frequently useful 
men to take out on a shooting excursion, especially when after wild- 
fowl ; and often enough the man who has charge of your dogs, called 
' mehtur * or sweeper, is pressed into the servioei hut I made use of 
my ' dhobie ' or washerman, for shikar expeditions, which was a most 
unusual practice, for as a rule they are a mild race of beings, quite 
unsuited for sport. 

Nor wafl this man an exception, for though clever enough at his 
own vocation, he was a useless wretch at shikar, and Was continually 
telling me, when I reproved him for anything, that it was not his busi- 
ness, which was true enough. He was very particular about his feet, 
and complained about the thorns lacerating them, so I gave him a pair 
of native shoes to wear when out witii me. The consequence was that 
he made such a noise clumping along that when on the look-out for 
deer I always made him follow at a distance. It happened that we 
had a dinner-party at the mess: the guests consisted of two or three 
civilians and a few planters, who ccanposed the whole of the station. 
We were short of supplies, having to live almost entirely on ducks 
and fowls, and my commandant requested me to sally forth and rein- 
force the cuisine with some game. I did not require much persuasion 
to go out ; so about three o'clock I made a start, and as usual pressed 
my dhobie into the service to carry my ride. 

Within a mile or two of our barracks there was a dense jungle in- 
habited by huflFalo and other animals, and I had been warned by the 
planters and others acquainted with the country that I ought never to 
he without a rifle, as at any time one might come across tiger, bnS'alo, 
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or even rhinoceroa within a few miles of the statjon, and towards aanaet 
there w^ a good chance of a shot at a hog-deer or a wUd boar, so I 
always carried a weapon loaded with ball. We made our waj through 
the grass in the direction of a village situated in the middle of the 
jungle, where a large extent of ground had been cleared for cultivation, 
and where I knew from previous visits there was very fair bird shoot- 
ing. There were some fields of mustard skirting the grass jungle, 
and of an evening two descriptions of partridges, viz., the black and the 
kyah or marsh partridge, issued forth from the high cover to feed in 
the mastard. The sport was better than usual ; in less than a couple 
of hours I had several brace of birds, including five quail, strung on 
the stick, and just before giving over, a hare jumped up, which I ' 
knocked over. This was a treasure, for hares were rare in that part 
of Assam. It was then time to leave off, for the sun was already 
low, we had a long two milea to tramp, and night sets in rapidly 
in the East. 

We bent our steps homewards, I leading the way, with my 
shot-gun on my shoulder, my companion close behind carrying rifle 
and birds. The path was a winding one and led through tall feathery 
grass ; every now and then we came to broad glades in the jungle, 
where, a few weeks before, the cover had been fired by the natives ; 
these glades or openings were now covered with short fresh grass, 
and were favourite feeding-places for deer, especially early in the 
morning or towards sunset, so when we came to one of them, I 
slackened my pace, advanced more cautiously, and looked carefully 
round in hopes of viewing one of the animals I have mentioned. 
We had got through about half the journey, and the sun had alto- 
gether disappe^ed, though there was still sufficient light to see 
objects clearly, when we came to one of these above-noted glades, a 
narrow strip, perhaps a hundred yards long, and nowhere more than 
twenty yards broad, covered with grass about a foot in height, with 
small clumps of bushes here and there. 

As I paused on coming out of the tall cover I noticed something 
moving about forty or fifty yards off to my left front, the tall 
feathery grass swaying about slightly, but quite sufficiently to attract 
attention ; only a few minutes before, I had observed several head 
of cattle, and imagined that it was a stray bullock causing the 
movement on the edge of the cover; but the next moment a very 
different sort of creature appeared, for out walked a full-grown 
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tigress, and close behind her a cob of about ten or twelve months, 
I sboiild say. She was crossing the glade broadside to me, from 
left to right, and qaite nnaware of my close proximi^. Now as 
nsual my follower was lagging behind, but the halt that I had made 
allowed him to catch me up : and on he came ' clamp, clump, clump,' 
with his thick shoes. It was in vain that 1 motioned to him with my 
open hand to walk lightly, he only opened his eyes and inquired 
'Kya hai. Sahib P' (What is it, Sir). I kept looking at the bmte 
and then at the approaching man, till at length, as I expected, the 
tigress looked round, saw us at once, and slowly sank down in the 
grass, her eyes still fixed on us until nothing but her round bead was 
to be seen. 

I kept motioning to my stupid servant to give me the rifle and take 
the gun ; he could not comprehend what weis the matter tiU he was close 
to me, and just as I snatched the rifle from him and flung the gun on the 
ground he saw the head above the grass ; he trembled all over and turned 
a kind of ' pea-green * colour. I put my hand on his shoulders and pushed 
him down behind a small thorn bush, and was just kneeling on one knee, 
not knowing very well in my own mind what was to be done next, 
when the tigress turned round, and by a rapid movement covered the 
remaining distance to the opposite side of the glade from that she 
had come from, and as she disappeared, in the very act of entering 
the high jungle, I took a snap shot at her. She gave a deep growl 
in return, but did not turn round on us. It was a foolish thing 
to do, but I could not for the life of me resist the temptation. I 
fancied I heard the thud of the bullet on her side, and asked my 
dhobie if such was his opinion, but he was in a state of collapse and 
only muttered ' let us be o£f out of this,' and indeed it was time to be 
off, for it was rapidly getting dark, and for what we knew to the 
contrary, there might be more tigers about, possibly paterfamilias him- 
self, 80 having retired a short distance and reloaded, we left the path 
that we had hitherto been following, and by a detour in a few minutes 
reached a more open country, my servant leading the way and continu- 
ally looking behind him, and I must confess that 1 caught myself more 
than once doing the same ; but we were not followed, as might have 
happened after the provocation I had given to a tigress with young. 

We reached the barracks soon after, and, full of excitement, I related 
the adventure to my brother ofScers. We ordered out four elephants 
with three howdohs ap, to be ready soon after daylight, and the following 
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morning went straight to the spot, where I had seen the tigresB, hut 
after a careful examination conld not discover a drop of blood or a sign 
that the animal had been wounded. We carefully searched the jungle 
in the neighbourhood, and within a quarter of a mile of the place dis- 
covered a regular den, where evidently the animals had resided for a long 
time : the heavy grass and reeds were beaten down flat, for a space of 
several yards, there was an unwholesome odour in the vicinity, and the 
ground was strewn with the bones of bullocks, deer and pigs, but the tigers 
had wisely taken their departure. I regretted when too late my hastiness 
on the previous evening ; it was a rash act under the circumstances to 
have Sred a shot, and had 1 left the mother and cub alone and unmolested , 
the probabilities are that they both would have fallen to our riSes the 
following morning. As for my dhobie, he prayed for his discharge, 
declaring that he wished to have no more of such adventures, and that 
' shikar * was not what he had enlisted for in my service. There was 
some truth in this, so I promised to drag him out with me no more, 
and we made peace. 

I believe that the greater number of tigers prey principally on 
cattle. It is so much easier for them to procure a fat bullock 
than to roam the whole jungle through after deer and hc^, creatures 
always on the qui vive, and who frequently discover and escape from 
their enemy ere he can make good his spring. In Bundelkund a 
pair of tigers often in the hot weather take up their abode within 
a mile of a village, probably on the bank of some river or stream 
where there ia sufficient cover to conceal them. Every three or four 
days these tyrants sally out &om their lair and pull down a bullock 
or young buffalo; this state of things goes on often for months 
together, and the damage occasioned is enormous ; but the natives 
appear to look on their losses io the light of a tax, or as their fate, 
that must be endured ; day after day they drive out their flocks and 
herds to the very jungles where they well know that quite recently a 
bullock was taken. 

The villagers, moreover, do not appear to be anxious, generally speak- 
ing, to get rid of their enemy. Many castes have a superstitious dread 
of assisting in killing a tiger, and if a party of European gentlemen do 
come into the neighbourhood purposely equipped for shooting tigers, 
such is the apathy of the people of the country, that unless they are 
acquainted with ' the sahibs,' or know them to be oflScers over their- 
own district, with whom, for obvious reasons, they desire to be on good 
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terms, likely enoogt they will not open their months, or give the 
slightest information, althoughevery one of them conld, if he chose, point 
ont the very spot where a tiger, which haa quite recently devoored 
dozens of their cattle, lies at the very time concealed. This appears to 
he very extraordinary and nnaccountable, bnt such is the case in many 
districto that I hare risited, such as Jhansie, Lnllutpore, and Gwalior. 

A sportman to be successful in such wild districts as I have jast 
named most be a tolerable linguist, accustomed to the ways and habits 
of the natives, and, above all, not too proud to associate and converse 
with the poor jangle tribes. He should invariably show kindness to 
the Tillagers, and keep his servants in a strict state of discipline, not 
allowing them to annoy or bully the natives, as they are constantly in 
the habit of doing, e.g. of obtaining food without paying for it, or of 
beating down the l^itimate prices of the village bunniah or grain- 
seller. 

On arriving at a village, be should in the evening send for the bead 
men of the place, apeak kiudly to them, inquire after their crops, find 
out if the bnnniah has sufficient com, flour, &c., to supply him and his 
camp followers, and if not (which is very often the case, and snch a 
sudden invasion is sometimes most inconvenient, not to say a severe 
tax on the villagers) he should enter into such arrangements that the 
people may have no cause to complain, and finally, he should make it 
an invariable practice, when striking his oamp, and about to march 
elsewhere, to inquire if everything supplied to himself, servants, camp 
followers, and beaters, has been fully paid for. The probabilities are, 
that should he visit that same vill^e on a futnre occasion, he will be 
welcomed by its inhabitants, and if there be a tiger prowling in 
the neighbourhood, the people will not only give information where to 
find him, bnt assist in driving him oat. 

Though several of my predecessors, well experienced in the ways 
and habits of the tiger, hare pointed out that the animal seldom if 
ever roars, and altogether differs from the lion in this respect, yet we 
constantly see allusion made in print to the ' roar of the tiger ; ' in fact 
it is almost a proverbial expression. The only occasion on which lever 
heard the animal give utterance to what might perhaps be called a 
roar, was once when I was encamped near a jungle, which had till quite 
recently been inhabited by a pair of tigers. The male tiger had how- 
ever just before our arrival, lallen to the matchlock of a Thakoor, 
and the disconsolate widow, the tigress, for hours together on the night 
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of oar arrival, coDtinued calling for her mate, often in a loud mournful 
cry which, as I said before, might perhaps be called a roar. 

Mr. Danlop, in his interesting work ' Hunting in the Himalayas,' 
well describes the truly unpleasant sound which a tiger utters when, 
full of fury, he comes out, and charges his foes. ' He says : 

' Its charge is accompanied with a succession of rapid, startling, 
coughing growls.' But this again cannot be called a roar. 

I have frequently at night heard tigers when going their rounds, 
(and hungry, I believe), make a low yawning whine. This is generaUy 
done by a tiger holding his head close to the ground : the yawn ends off 
with a kind of subdued grunt, not unlike distant thunder. More than 
once, when encamped high np in the Himalayas, on a still night, 
1 have heard this same yawning whine, far down in the valleys below. 
Once when halting at a place called Kamgurh, between Nynee Tal and 
Almorah, in company with two friends, we heard a tiger, apparently 
about half a mile off, in a deep valley behind the Dawk Bungalow, and 
soon after, the repeated barking of two kakur {C&nmfut awr&us, the 
Uttle barking deer) on the face of an opposite hill, showed the 
direction which the tiger was taking. 

Again, when in camp with my brother-in-l»w in the Philibheet 
district near the banks of the Sardah, I was awakened one night by a 
police sentry, who was in a bit of a funk, I suspect, at having heard 
a tiger passing down the opposite hank cf the river, only a few hundred 
yards off, and uttering, at intervals of perhaps a minute, the same 
moaning yawn that I have already described. The following morning 
I came across the tiger's punjahs, or foot-prints, and from the ' 
size of them he must have been a grand beast. Most cats dislike 
water, bnt a tiger disturbed by beaters and suspecting danger in front, 
will not shrink from taking to water, and swimming across a river, to 
avoid the snare laid for him. I have twice seen this happen. 

A very extraordinary occurrence took place a few years ago near a 
place called Morari in Uie (juUutpore district. I tell the tale as it was 
told to me. Three sportsmen were out in the month of May beating 
for tigers, and one day put up a pair of them on the bank of a river. 

n B (the narrator of the story) was posted on one side of the river, 

where the bank was very steep, rocky, and bare of trees ; hie com- 
panions G n, of the 93rd Highlanders (then stationed at Jhansie, 

and later of Ashantee fame), and C e, were on the other bank, 

seated on a ledge of rock- overhanging a thin strip of sparse jungle 
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between tbetn and the river. All round them tbe foliage and thicket 
was very dense. As I hare said, a pair of tigers were found, and driven 
forward by the shouts of the beaters. These showed themselveB within 
gun-shot of the position where the two banters on the rock awaited 

them. One beast came forward, and was hit through the body by G n. 

It scrambled down the bank of the rirer, took to the water, and com- 
menced swimming across a large, deep pool directly towards H g, 

who called out to his comrades to cease firing, and that he would put an 
end to the wounded brute as soon as ever it reached his side of the river ; 
which would have been an easy matter, I imagine, for he showed me 
where his post was, above the water and well out of harm's way. The 
pair of sportsmen however, did not take this good advice, but fired 
several more shots at the beast in the act of swimming across, and 
when it bad reached about the very centre and deepest part of the 

pool, a shot from C e took effect, and killed at once. H s 

informed me that he believed the bullet struck the tiger on the back of 
the head, and then, extraordinary as it may read, the beast slowly sank 
and was never found again. 

H s assured me that from his position, whence be had a com- 
manding and clear view, he could for nearly half a minute see the carcase 
of the tiger sinking farther and farther down in tbe deep blue water, 
until it tUtogether disappeared, and for ever; in spite of a lai^ 
reward being offered, and every effort made to recover the dead animal. 
It was certainly a hard piece of luck. T have passed tbe spot several 
times, and once noticed within a mile of the place a pair of crocodiles 
lying side by side asleep on a slab of rock. It is possible that tbey 
or some of their brethren benefited by this extraordinary occurrence, 
for I suspect a crocodile would at once take advantage of such an 
opportunity and gladly make a meal off the carcase. I have read of 
instances in which the scaly reptile has not shrunk from a single 
combat with a tiger, when the latter has approached the water's 
edge to drink. One thing sportsmen should remember from tbe above 
tale— don't fire at a tiger when swimming in deep water. 

Tbe tiger has few enemies able or willing to attack him besides 
man. I have frequently been told by tbe jungle tribes of the Central 
provinces and Bondelkund, that the tiger, great and powerful as he is, 
fears the wild dog; thathe wonld leave ajungle as soon as ever a pack 
of these ravenous brutes enter it, not only from dread of Owm rutiUuu 
but also because he well knows that game of all kinds desert a jungle 
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soon after the arrival of a wild pack : and that occaaionallj thej had 
known of tigers having been killed and devoured by wild dogs. I 
could never bring myself to believe this, though so repeatedly assured 
by old shikaries that to their certain knowledge instances had occurred 
during their time. It seems so unlikely that wild dogs should attack 
such a formidable foe as a tiger, in a combat with whom they would 
be certain of getting plenty of hard knocks even if they did prevail in 
the end, especially when the jungles hard by were probably full of all 
kinds of deer, which they could hunt down with ease. I say that until 
the last few years I was of opinion that snch an occurrence was too 
improbable to be believed j my belief, however, was very much shaken 

by an inquiry held by my friend H a and myself into the facts 

of the reported killing of a tiger by wild dogs in 1872, and I am not 
nearly so incredulous now. 

Before joining H s for our usual hot weather campaign f^^ainst 

the fene of the Lullutpore jungles, he had written to me, saying that 
a report had recently come in from the southern part of the district, 
of a tiger having been killed and devoured by wild dogs, and that he 
proposed we should make a point of visiting the spot and instituting 
a strict inquiry into the whole circumstances of the case. We did 
so about a month after, and from the testimony of the people of the 
place, it appeared that the natives inhabiting a small village in a very 
wild and out-of-the-way part of the country, had been aware for 
several months that a pair of tigers were in possession of the surround- 
ing jungles. One night early in the hot weather, several of them when 
sitting out in the moonlight, heard a most extraordinary noise in the 
forest hard by ; they imagined it to be occasioned by two male tigers 
fighting ; not an unusual occurrence at certain times of the year. On 
the following morning when going out to cut wood, a party of them by 
chance came across the bones of a tiger recently killed, lying in every 
direction, with a large piece of flesh and skin adhering to one hind leg ; 
moreover they found three wild dogs lying dead in one spot. We 
examined five or six most respectable natives separately, and cross- 
examined each one severely, to elicit the truth, and they certainly did 
not contradict one anotiier in any material point, in fact so strong and 
complete was the chain of evidence, that we both felt inclined to change 
the opinion we had hitherto held on this interesting topic. Since then 
I have heard of another combat between similar champions, not ter- 
minating, however, with the same result. A sportsman was out in camp 
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in Central India in 1873, and a tiger killed a bullock not far from the 
encampment, and apparently while occupied at his gory repast waa 
attacked by wild dogs, probably endeavouring to obtain poSBeasion of 
the prey. A tremendous battle had taken place, and no less than five 
wild d(^ were left dead on the field, while the tiger appears to have 
made good his escape. 

I am indebted to a friend for the following interesting anecdote 
giving an account of a mortal combat between a tiger and wild boar. 
He saya : — 

'In the cold weather of 1865, when shooting in the Saugor distrit^t 
near a pla«e called Freprasaer, I found a lai^e patch of grass trodden 
down and covered with blood and bristlea. On searching about we found 
an old grey boar of the larg^t size lying dead, and on beating another 
cover close by for spotted deer, came across a dead tiger covered with 
wounds, and hia bowels protruding. On tracking back we found marks 
of blood leading from where the boar was lying. The inference waa 
clear. The tiger and old solitary wild boar had evidently had a fight, 
the former most probably the aggressor in the first instance. The 
result was the death of both the champions.' 

The natives of Assam at certain seasons of the year kill numbers of 
deer, hog, and' such like animals, by driving them into nets skilfully 
placed on the ontakirts of thick patches of grass and thicket. Not 
unireqaently a tiger in endeavouring to steal off becomes entangled in 
the meshes of one of these nets, when there is usually a * cut and run ' 
made by the hunters. When stationed at Tezpore, in May 1866, an 
unfortunate native was struck down by a netted tiger, and fearfully 
injured. The case was not altogether hopeless, if the sufferer had, 
without a moment'a delay, received proper treatment from a skilful 
surgeon, but the wounded man happened to be a ' Holy Brahmin,' so 
his friends would not consent to his being attended by an Englishman, 
and the consequence was he died shortly after. 

In the Cosayah Hills, where tigers are very destructive in certain 
localities, I often noticed traps set for them, but have never known one 
captured, though leopards were constantly caught. 

The tigers on the Eastern Frontier have an especial predilection for 
horse fiesh, and when I waa stationed at Cherra Poonjee in 1865, tigers 
at night constantly ascended the bare table land on which the station 
is built, from the heavy jungles at the foot of the Cossyah range, and 
carried off horses and ponies. Two of my brother officers sat up one 
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evening over the carcase of a ' tattoo ' or pony, which hod been killed 
the previouB night, but only a small portion devoured, so that there waa 
every probability of the marauder returning for a second meal. They 
took up a position in the ruins of an old building, oi the edge of a 
plat«au. Before the sun had set the tiger appeared, and two or three 
shots were fired at him, but he made off, though the sportsmen believed 
that he bad been struck. 

An extraordinary event happened while I waa stationed at Jhansie. 

Our brigadier, Colonel B n (since dead, I regret to say), and one of 

bia subalterns, C h, were out together in the Seepree district tiger 

shooting. One morning the; put np a large tiger and shot him. The 
beaters reported to them that they had come across the carcase of a 
bear, recently killed and half eaten, near the spot where they had first 
put up the tiger just accounted for. The two sportsmen examined the 
remains of the bear, and became convinced that the tiger had not only 
killed, but devoured the missing portion of poor ' Bhaloo.' To clear 
up all doubt they had the tiger opened, and portions of the bear's flesh 
were found in his stomach. This ia the only instance of the kind that I 
have ever heard of. It is not unusual when beating for lai^ game to 
put up tigers and bears, sometimes also panthers, in the same cover- 
There are ihree ways of carrying on tiger shooting practised by 
English sportsmen in the East. The first and most general plan ia 
howdah shooting. A well-organised party of perhaps four guns, with 
fifteen or twenty elephants, more or leas, even in these times may bag 
perhaps twenty tigers in a month or aiz weeks, besides other game. 
Howdah shooting in my opinion is decidedly the beat mode for carrying 
on the sport. 

Next we have the ' hankwa,' or driving certain patches or tracts of 
jungle with an army of beaters, the guns posted in advance, either in 
machins (aeata made with poles in lofty trees) or on the top of rocks 
or other commanding positions. Under such circumstances there is 
little if any more danger than in howdah ahooting so far as the sportsmen 
are concerned, though there is always a risk of some of the beaters 
getting mauled. Occasionally, especially when driving the broad bed of 
a river, the guns are simply posted in an irregular line to cover the 
ground, and the aportsmen stand behind bushes or patches of grasa, 
there being no trees or rocks at hand to take advantage of. I need 
hardly aay that the sport is then dangerous, and is really what we ao 
often hear about — Shooting on foot. 
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This plan of carrying on tiger shooting is adopted in Bnndelkund, 
Gwalior, and otlier parts of Central India ; also in Bombay ; wherever, 
in fact, the ground ia impracticable for using elephants. 

In certain localities — only in forest coantry, I imagine — a system of 
driving the jungle with beaters in the direction of a line of machans 
has been sQCCessfnlly carried on for a series of years, but only, so far 
as I am aware, in one particular part of the country specially adapted 
for the sport, viz. the Mirzapore jungles in the neighbourhood of the 
Soane river. The manner of conducting and carrying ont successfully 
this excellent and safe method of tiger shooting has been fnlly 
described quite recently by 'A late Customs' Officer ' in his interesting 
work, ' Past Days in India»' 

There is yet another way of killing t^rs, generally despised by 
Europeans, and that is, sitting up in a nachan or tree over a kill or 
pool of water, and waittog till the tiger comes to make his supper 
or quench his thirst, as the case may be, and then giving his royal 
highness a warm reception, I must confess that I myself have a 
partiality for the sport, though I cannot boast of having met with any 
great success. 

T have never had the good fortune to be included in one of the 
well-equipped and thoroughly organised parties that each year sweep 
through portions of our own and the Nepaul Terai, sometimes 
numbering thirty or more elephants. Good sport under such circum- 
stances is almost certain, and a number of tigers are yearly killed in 
this manner with little difficulty, and with hardly any danger to the 
sportsmen. Such opportunities of sport are, however, usually speaking, 
open to only a few, I may say, however, that I have seen a fair 
amount of howdah shooting in Assam and Rohilkund, and for the 
benefit of those unacquainted with the manner of carrying on this 
sport, I will describe the general plan of procedure, and add a few 
hints which I have learnt by experience, and which may possibly be of 
use to a tyro. 

The first and great point, after procnring leave of absence, making 
up a party, and agreeing to start on a certain date, is to obtain a 
sufficient number of elephants to beat with, and a few extra steady 
ones accustomed to the sport, to put the howdahs on. Often this is no 
easy matter. In certain parts of the country, such as the Fhilibheet 
district, for instance, elephants fit for tiger shooting are numerous and 
easily procured. Almost every Massulman Zemindar, or native of any 
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rank, possesses one at least, sometimes two or three elephants, aod in 
sncb a quarter then is little diGBculty (especially* if a <listrict officer 
forms one of the party) in collecting the desired number. On the 
other hand, in Bandelkand, Gwalior, and in the Central ProvinceB, 
elephants for the moat part are exceedingly scarce. Often there is 
the greatest trouble in engaging six or eight, and to obtain these 
the sportsmen have generally to depend on the assistance of the com- 
missariat officer of the nearest lat^ station. Some of the best howdah 
elephanta that I hare ever come across have been the property of 
(Government. Having bespoken and engaged a sufficient number of 
both howdah and pad (beating) elephants, the next thing is to send 
out a gang of espeHenced ehikaries as an advance guard a full 
month before a start is mado, with instructions to proceed tiirough 
the tract of country determined on as the most likely to produce 
sport, and to make full inquiries en route from the vill^^rs and 
country people, and especially from local shikaries, if tigers are about, 
and where. They should ascertain where cattle have recently been 
killed, and proceed to the spot themselves to discover the lair of 
the tiger or tigers. I have ^ready mentioned that in the hot weather 
these animals do not wander much, but keep in one particular spot; 
they will then inform the country people that ' the sahibs ' are coming, 
and that if they will furnish reliable ' khubber ' to the sportsmen on 
iheiT arrival a few weeks later, and keep an eye meanwhile on the 
cattle slayers they will receive a handsome reward for their tronble. 

Probably before the hunters get under way the leader of the gang 
sent in advance will hare returned from his rounds, and if he is an 
intelligent, trustworthy man, a very good idea may be formed from his 
report of the prospect of a good bag being made, or the contrary. 

By ascertaining all this before starting, and altering the course 
accordingly, so as to pick up one tiger reported here and another 
there, an immense amount of labour and time is saved. 

On the arrival of the party, near aome spot where a tiger has been 
reported to be in the neighbourhood, and an encampment having been 
formed— probably in a tope (clump) of trees near a village for the 
convenience of getting supplies — a consultation is held, in which the 
village shikary, should there be one, and the sheers or cattle-keepers 
of the village, are included. If the tiger, by recent depredations, haa 
shown his exact whereabonts, or has been tracked to bis lair, then no 
time should be lost in looking him up. But if, as is often the case 
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though he is known to be prowling about, there iB a donbt, on accoant 
of the extent and densenesB of the cover, as to his exact lair, other steps 
may be necessary to lead to ultimate success before ordering the 
elephants ont. 

An excellent plan, tinder the circamstances I hare described, 
though it may appear cruel to some, is, to have four or five bollocks, or 
still better, young fat buffaloes, tied up that same evening in certain parts 
of the jungle frequented by the tiger, and left' out during the night. 
The buffaloeB should be hobbled, not tied up by ropes round the neck. 
The latter proceeding often awakens the suspicions of a cunning tiger, 
who straightway declines meddling with the bait, and makes off. The 
probabilities are that the jungle tyrant will within a day or two, likely 
enough the very first night, take one of these baits, and make a hearty 
meal off the unfortunate victim, and then there ie every chance of his 
coming to grief, for usually speaking, having procnred his dinner and 
filled bis stomach, he becomes lasy, and meditating a second repast ere 
long off the same carcase, proceeds to some hiding-place not far off, 
lies down, and, gorged with flesh, speedily falls into a heavy sleep. He 
is awakened by a crashing in the cover, caused by a mob of huge 
animals forcing their way through the thicket, with his enemies the 
white faces on their backs. At once he comprehends the danger of his 
position, and stealthily attempts to flee, but in vain ; his striped coat 
is seen, and presently a volley from the howdahs rolls him over; with 
an angry growl he recovers his logs, and turns round on his pursuers, 
but only to be speedily shot down. 

After a ' kill ' — the term used in India for the carcase of a bullock or 
bufi'alo killed by a tiger — has been reported, the usual plsji adopted ia 
for the sportsmen to turn out, get their howdahs up, and with as little 
delay as possible beat up carefully all the most likely places iu the 
vicinity of the carcase. But before starting, an experienced leader 
should be elected from among the party, one well acquainted with the 
country and the manner of conducting howdah shooting, and bis 
orders must be implicitly obeyed by all. 

It is a fine sight to witness a line of elephants beating for big game, 
more especially to one mounted on a steady staunch elephant, with 
doable-barrels arranged in readiness on each side. Sometimes on 
great occasions, as many as forty or fifty elephants are employed by one 
party, but I have never been out with more than twelve, which is a 
good number for three guns, one on either fiank, slightly in advance 
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of the ^neral line, the third in the centre. The elephania ahonld not 
be hurried or preeaed, but allowed to push their way leisurely through 
the cover. 

If the jungle ia very thick, and festoons of creepers and dense 
matted thicket bar the way, as is often the case, especially in forest 
conntry, the elephants should be kept tolerably close together. On 
reaching a more open conntry, with shorter or less tangled cover, they 
may he again extended, according as the leader may direct. He also 
gives orders for wheeling, changing direction, or any other manoearre 
that he may deem necessary. 

When beating thick grass jangle extending for miles over a level 
country, as is often the case in Assam, the whole body of elephants 
will be kept in line ; but when driving valleys or nnllahs at the foot 
of ranges of hills, it is often necessary to send one or more guns on 
ahead to guard passes ot gorges, throngh which a cunning tiger may 
make his escape, and then reach some rocky monntain where elephants 
cannot follow. These ' stops ' having reached their positions in 
advance by a detonr, and with as little noise as possible, the remainder 
of the elephants beat up towards them, and should the tiger be at 
home, he is placed between two fires, and probably one or other of the 
sportsmen gets a shot. 

When sent on in front to guard a passage such as I have attempted 
to describe, the sportsman on reaching bis post should if possible place 
his elephant behind a bush ot clump of grass suflSciently high to par- 
tially conceal him, and yet with a good view all round ; perfect silence 
and a good look-out should be keptt It is wonderful how silently the 
big cats approach. 

I was once posted in sneh a position^ far in advance of the beaters 
{it was iu Bundelkund, where men are used to drive the jungle], and 
soon after the first shouts from the distant host had given notice that 
the ' hank,' i,e. drive, had commenoed> a large tiger came stealing aJong. 
When I fired at him he certainly was not ten yards off, creeping 
along below my position, and without any idea that his days were 
numbered. By good luck my first shot struck him fair between the 
shoulders, breaking his back and completely flooring him there and 
then. I had taken the precaution, knowing the elephant to be an 
unsteady one, of turning his tail towards the beat, and thus obtained 
one steady shot before the elephant was aware of the proximity of the 
tiger. Immediately the former learnt by the dying growls of the 
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tiger what Tvas up, lie attempted to bolt, but fortnnatelj- the mahout 
managed to stop him aftei some little trouble. Tigers can see but 
little in the fall glare of an Indian sun, and if an elephant wiU stand 
tolerably steady, even with little cover in the vicinity, and eapecially 
in the bed of a river, with tocIcb and boulders around him resembling 
much in colour his own hide, nine chances to one an advancing tiger 
does not become aware of his awkward position tUl quite cloee up, and 
well within range of the occupant of the howdah. Then with a pansft 
and a look up he comprehends the snare laid for him, but probably 
all too late to escape the danger. 

Half the battle in howdah shooting, in fact the chief and most 
important point of all, is to be mounted on a staunch elephant, with a 
good mahout on his neck, not afraid when the time comes to take 
his chai^ into action. A very moderate shot, under such favourable 
circumstances, may even in these times kill his half-dozen tigers in a 
single month, and without incurring the slightest risk or danger in 
accomplishing such a feat. 

If on joining a party you are permitted to choose an elephant for 
yonr own howdah, do not be in a hnrry or trust too much to appear- 
ances in making your selection. Fine, handsome tuskers are often the 
greatest cowards, and small, insignificant-looking females the very best 
and pluckiest; in fact I think female elephante are generally to be pre- 
ferred. 

Having selected your elephant find out if poaaible all about his 
or her antecedents and various pecaliaritiea, and also inform your- 
self by inquiries what sort of character the mahout bears. Promise 
the latter a small reward for every head of large game you kill, and 
take an early opportunity of showing the man that you use straight 
powder. This will give him confidence, and he will not be afraid when 
the time comes to teke you up to a crouching tiger. A mahoat does not 
care te go in for a scrimmage knowing that he has a muff behind 
him, and that likely enough his elephant, perhaps himself, may get 
mauled in the first encounter. The mahout can with ease, should he 
be so inclined, and without his master being a bit the wiser, not only 
make his elephant unsteady, but prevent the animal, however wilting, 
from going up te the tiger at all, although apparently, with voice, arms, 
and legs, nsing every endeavour to urge the huge beast on in the 
desired direction. 

However, I have learnt by experience that it is as well if possible to 
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keep on good terms with jomt mahout and not lose your temper should 
he throagh nerroasness or other canse miabehare. Sometimes he 
certainly is most aggravating, but it does not make things a bit 
better to abase him continually, as I have known many do. At the 
same time watch the man carefhlly at first, especially if he is unknown 
to you. If yon are certain that he is trifling with you, or not exert- 
ing himself to the utmost to obtain you shots, and keeping th^ 
elephant in his proper place at all times, then speak firmly to the man 
on returning home, and until his conduct improrcs stop all ' baksheesh ' 
or reward. Generally speaking this will speedily bidng him to his 
senses. After a good day's sport, if your elephant baa done well, see 
him properly fed yourself, and give him a basket of native sweetmeats 
or * mithais * aa these balls of sugar are called. There is nothing tho 
noble brute likes better, and he knows perfectly well that he only gets 
auch delicacies when he has been a good boy. 

Before starting for a day's shooting you should see your own how- 
dah pnt np. If yoa are not present yonr servants will be almost certain 
not to fasten it properly, and before yon have been up half an hour, 
you will find the howdah all on one side. Then comes an untying of 
ropes and nncoopling of chains, and tm attempt made once more to put 
the heavy box upright in its place a^in, at the same time keeping 
everyone waiting. Moreover, when once a howdah has slipped, 
it will be almost certain to slip again, but if put on square and properly 
secured at first starting it will remain so all day. 

Perfect elephants for tiger shooting are extremely rare ; some, the 
great majority by far, will not even approach a tiger; others, perhaps, will 
permit the occupant of the howdah to take a shot, but should the tiger 
charge, will wheel roand and make off with a scream of terror. Others, 
again, become so excited as to go in for a little sport of their own, and 
when a tiger is rolled over by a bullet, rush forward with tmnk in the 
air, and try to kneel on, kick, or stab him with their tusks. Few indeed 
are those that will stand perfectly steady when a tiger charges, trusting 
to their master in the howdah to save them from the teeth and claws 
of the enemy. It is impossible for the best shot in the world to do any 
execution mounted on the back of a bolting elephant ; generally speaking - 
it is as much as the unfortunate sportsman can do to hold on and keep 
his position, and should there be trees in the vicinity he runs a risk of 
coming to fearful grief against a low bough, which may dash the how- 
dah to pieces and perhaps injure him severely. On the other hand, if 
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the elephant stands firm there can hardly be an easier shot than a tiger 
making off or chaining, and there is no excuse for missing snch a mark. 

A sportsman on the hack of a stead; elephant is perfectly safe, and I 
have never heard of a tiger succeeding in taking a man oat of a hondah, 
thongh I have from off a pad elephant. I i-emeraber seeing the barrels 

of a riile belonging to General V h at Gowpatty deeply indented 

by a tiger's teeth. This tiger, in spite of being woanded, made good his 
charge on to the General's elephant. The old gentleman baring fired 
'every shot in the locker,' had to hold his rifie barrels across the 
assailant's jaws to prevent the bmte from seizing bim and dragging 
him from bis bowdab nntil a brother sportsman (if I remember rightly) 
came up alongside and knocked the tiger off with a ball through the 
body. 

Occasionally, in spite of repeated wounds and a shower of balls, a 
tiger will succeed in making good his assault^ and spring right on to 
the elephant's head or body (i have seen this happen twice), and then 
great care is necessary to get rid of the fbe, for a ball carelessly aimed 
may severely injure or even kill the elephant. A most extraordinary 
accident of this kind happened some years ^o in the Pbilibbeet 
country. A zemindar of that district, by name Bam Lai, a good shot 
and sportsman, accidentally killed a tiger and bis own elephant both 
with one bullet. Ram Lai himself related the story to me, and to this 
day I believe the bones of the elephant may be seen lying where this 
unfortunate affair took place. If I remember rightly Bam Lai had 
wounded the tiger near a awamp called tiie Mala ; he was mounted on 
a female elephant, well known to be one of the beat and statiacheBt, for 
tiger shooting in Bohilkund. One or two friends were with him at 
the time, but their elephants could not be induced to face the 
wounded tiger, so he went tn at the brute alone. The tiger chained 
and succeeded in fixing himself high up on the elephant's head. The 
mahout called out to bis master to save him, and Bam Lai leaning 
over the howdah-raila attempted to ehoot the tiger through the head 
and succeeded in doing so, but at the very second he drew the trigger 
the poor elephant, donbtless in great pain, threw np her head, and as 
ill luck would have it the bullet dropped both tiger and elephant stone 
dead, the latter uttering a loud cry as she fell. 

The sportsman should always be in readiness for a shot. As I 
have said before, it is often when least expected and likely enough 
in the most nn1ooked>for quarter that you come across a tiger. I 
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well remember once ia Assam losing my chance tlirougli uot being 
in readiness when the time came. In company with two brother 
officers, I had been ont beating with elephants through a long, hot 
day, and towards evening we turned in the direction of home, agreeing 
to fire at anything that might get op. Presently an old boar jumped up 
in the grass, almost between the feet of my elephant, and old * Jung 
Bahadoor ' tired and half asleep with the day's toil, gave such a start, 
that for the moment I was thrown off my balance. Steadying myself 
again, I fired right and left : one bullet told loud on his hide but took 
effect too far back to stop him, and when I had snatched up my 
second gun he had passed me. The second howdah poured in a 
broadside of three barrels, hut the thick grass made the shooting diffi- 
cult and on went piggy with a grant of defiance ; he had still, however, 

to pass a third enemy. Captain Q e of my regiment, a steady good 

ball shot. Bang I the boar staggered, but plucky to the last, on he 
went, at lessened speed ; a second shot however dosed his career and 
he subsided in the grass. We got down and in a few minutes 
had the beast ' padded,' {i.e. placed on a pad elephant) much to the 
apparent satisfaction of several of our Seikhs behind us in the howdahs, 
who prefer the flesh of the wild hog to any venison. We were then 
within two miles of our barracks, and imagined the day's sport to he 
over } about 200 yards from where we had * padded ' the boar, some- 
thing stirred in a patch of grass, in front of my elephant, moving from 
left to right. The elephant stopped, curled up his trunk and trum- 
peted. Instead of being ready and prepared for a shot, I was sitting 
down in the howdah smoking, and now when all too late I caught np 
a loaded nfle (I had not even taken the trouble to re-charge the empty 
gnns), but the animal, whatever it was, had passed on : my friend on 
the right fired at the moving grass but without effect ; the jungle was 
too thick to let us catch a glimpse even of the game in &ont of us, 
till presently, to the astonishment of everyone, a fine tiger brok<< 
cover and made right across the open for the edge of some very high 

reeds. Captain G e fired twice but the distance was too great. 

Having reloaded, we went in pursuit, but the opportunity was lost ; 
the tiger reached some very thick jungle, and, do what we could, ho 
was not to be found again ; the sun got low, and we were compelled to 
give up the chase and make for home. 

Usually speaking eight or nine o'clock is quite early enough to 
start on a tiger-shooting expedition in the hot weather months. Wild 
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animals, after wandering abont in search of food all night, genenUlj reach 
their lairB and dens abont daylight ; atill it is jnst as well not to begin 
too early, or before the sun is well np, and perhaps by that time tiie 
gangs of shtbaries and trackers, who will have been out very early, and 
gone their ronnds to ascertain by the tracks what wild animals have 
been on the move since the previous evening, may have retnmed with 
the latest intelligence of their movements. 

The howdah sportsman, beating for large game in forest jangles, 
will do well to keep a vigilant look-out for, and avoid brushing against, 
or even pacing anywhere near, the nests of wild bees, which may often 
be seen hanging f^m the boughs of trees in the Terai, and in most of 
our Indian jungles. 

The vicious inhabitants of these nests, are not to be trifled with. 
Not onfteqaently, they will, without the slightest provocation, furiously 
attack the hanter, his attendants, and worst of all, the elephants. 
What follows can be easily imagined. Maddened with pain, and 
shrieking with terror, the elephants, in spite of the best endeavours of 
their mahouts to restrain them, rush headlong here, there, and every- 
where. The unfortunate occupant of the howdah, driven frantic by a 
swarm of the abominable insects stinging him on the face and neck, 
his guns flying about in every direction, while he continually has to 
duck his head to avoid a scrape in the lace from a branch, or the risk of 
being half strangled by the pendent loop of some tough creeper, considers 
himself lucky, if at length his mahout regains control over his afirighted 
charge before the howdah is dashed to pieces by coming in contact 
with the bough of a tree. 

Bees' nests are fortunately not quite so common in Central India, 
thongh I can recall to mind a regular stampede in the Sangor country 
caused by one of our party carelessly shaking the very branch from which 
three bees' nests were hanging. 

I will now pass on to the second mode I have mentioned of shoot- 
ing tigers during the hot season, as carried on in Bundelknnd, Gwalior, 
and other parts of Central India, viz. : by driving (or hanking as it is 
called) certain portions of jungle, generally the banks or beds of rivers, 
deep ravines, or low ranges of hills, with an army of beaters. 

I need hardly say that this system of tiger shooting is only adopted 
in parts of the country where, on account of the rocky and broken state 
of the ground, it is impossible to use elephants, or where elephants 
cannot be procured to assist the sportsmen. I have already mentioned 
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how difficult it is in many districts, especia.ll; in Central India to 
obtain even a few elephants for sporting parposes. 

SometimeB in a ' hankwa ' (or drive with beaters) the gaas are posted 
on the tops of rocks or other commanding heights, or the sportsmen 
clamber ap into trees, high enough to be oat of harm's way, and sit 
astride of boughs ; occasionally in forest country, machana or plat- 
forms made of stout poles and boughs, or charpoys (native bedsteads) 
lashed firmly to trees at a height of twelve or fifteen feet from the 
gronnd, are prepared for the guns. Sometimes, though not often, 
there are no trees, high rocks, or commanding positions to take advan- 
tage of, when the guns have simply to stand behind bushes, or patches 
of grass, to cover the ground on a level with the tiger should he show 
himself. This of course is dangerous, and under such circumstances 
not less than two well-armed sportsmen should be together at each 
post J but the great objection to this system of tiger shooting is, that 
there is always a danger, even when the best and most careful arrange- 
ments have been made, of some of the poor beaters getting mauled. 
It is the bonnden duty of sportsmen to protect these poor fellows, who, 
for two annas (three pence)— often less — with nothing but a stick in 
their hands, enter a jangle bo dense that often they can only see a few 
paces in front of them, to drive out a ferocious bmte. 

The great proportion of the wild beings who yearly ofier their 
services as beaters, to Central Indian sportsmen, are poor, miserably 
clothed, and often half-starved mortals. And yet, savages as they are, 
I have seen them on trying occasions, and when exposed to real danger, 
exhibit wonderful pluck and coolness. They are in general honest and 
cheerful people, and among their leaders, are some of the most re- 
nowned trackers that the world can show. 

The Red Indian of North America has long been renowned for his 
address as a tracker, whether it be on the hunting path or war trail ; 
and the CafFre of Southern Africa has won golden opinions from Dnglish 
hunters for his ability and digged perseverance in the art of 'spooring.' 
But Anglo-Indians, who like myself have repeatedly witnessed (and 
doubtless as often been lost in wonder at) the consummate skill and 
marvellous sagacity habitually displayed in following up the tracks of 
some wild animal by the Ijmz-eyed Bheels, Gronds, and Sahariahs of 
Bundelhand, more especi^y when the work is beset with every sort 
of difficulty — I say that those who have been spectators on snch oc- 
casions will bear me out when I assert that these poor jungle people 
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are second to none aa trackers, and that they cannot be surpassed bjr any 
nation under the sun in this, the most important qualification of all 
in the mysteries of woodcraft, — an accomplishment only to be acquired 
by years of patient study and practice. 

It 18 wonderful how, in a large jungle extending for miles, these 
people will post the guns with extraordinary and unfailing skill and 
sagacity in the exact spot where the game, if there, will sorely pass. 

I have twice been present when unfortunate accidents have hii,p- 
pened to beaters. Both instances occurred within the space of ten days, 
and it may hare been the same tiger that struck down both the poor 
fellows. In the first instance no one was to blame but the unfortunate 
man, who lost his life through his own rash coodnct in acting contrary 
to the express orders we had giyen that same morning — that there 
was to be no straggling, but that all the beatera were to keep together 
in one compact body. We were after a well-known sarage tiger, that 
had killed several people at different times, and had no fear of human 
beings. For years ho had been the pest of a whole district, and we ha4 
journeyed far in search of him. Knowing the character of the brute we 
had to deal with, we took special precautions to avoid accidents. A 
dozen policemen with loaded muskets were distributed among the 
beaters to protect them, and several more were furnished with blank 
ammunition to squib off aa the beat advanced, and thus to drive the 
beast before them, till he reached a certain open spot, where the 
guns would be posted and where it was hoped that he would meet with 
his deserts. 

The beat extended along the bank of a small river, covered with 
dense thorn bushes, and the edge of the water fringed with thick patches 
of bright green willow and reeds. 

The tiger retired into one of these clumps and would not move 
further, in spite of stones being hurled in from above, and numerous 
shots fired. We had a single bowdah elephant with us, but it was 
impossible, so st«ep and rocky were the banks of the river, to get him 

down to the required spot. My companion H s ordered some of his 

men to set a light to the jungle, and after several futile attempts, they 
at length succeeded in establishing a regular blaze, which soon burnt 
up the thorn bushes, grass and everything dry, but the patch of green , 
willows and reeds remained ; and ensconced in the midst crouched the 
tiger. We were yet consulting what was to be done to oust the brute, 
when a savage growl, followed by a rush of the beaters up the bank. 
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attracted our attention, and then several of the men called out that one 
of their number had been struct down by the tiger. It was too true : a 
fine young ' aheer ' or cattle-keeper, without saying a word to his 
companions, who were quite unaware of his intentions, had fooUshly 
crept forward, to try and discover the actoal spot where the tiger was 
hiding. He must have approached within a tew feet of the animal, 
for it struck but one blow, without moving or exposing its body, and 
dashed the unfortunate man with great violence to the bottom of 
a stony ravine, from whence his comrades dragged him before we 
reached the spot. The poor fellow had a fearful injury on the head, 
caused either by the tiger's paw or the rocks against which he had 
been dashed, but we had hopes that it was not a mortal wound. We 
made the best bandage we could, tearing up a shirt, and having cut 
down some boughs and made a litter, speedily conveyed him to the 
higher ground, where the elephant was standing, and at once had him 
carried to our tents, while arrangements were being made to have 
him sent to the nearest hospital, where he would be properly at- 
tended to. But all was of no avail ; the unfortunate man died that 
same evening ; his skull was fractured, either by the blow of the tiger's 
paw, or by the fall into the nullah, probably the former. 

Now, as I said before, no one was to blame in this unfortnuate 
business but the poor lad himself ; still it was a very sad occurrence, 
and we felt it the more when, after having made every effort to avenge 
his death, we were a few days later compelled to give np the chase of 
this cunning beast. 

About nine or ten days later, near a place called Bhonta, where I 
had shot a very large male tiger the previous year, we met with another 
catastrophe, possibly occasioned by the same brute. The jnngle we 
were beating was on the same river and only eight or ten miles dis- 
tant from the scene of the first unfortunate affair, and this was an 
instance of what may occur at any time when beaters are used. 

We were driving a long patch of thick scrub jungle overhanging 
numerous narrow ravines and deep water-courses bordering the banks 
of the river Jamin, where a tiger was known to reside. Every possible 
precaution had been taken beforehand to prevent accidents, and only 
those who were willing to assist as in the hunt were employed as beaters. 
I was mounted on an elephant which on this occasion we were able to 
bring into use, and posted nearly half a mile ahead of the rest of the 
gnus, where there was a break in the cover, and from my howdah I 
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could obtain a tolerably clear sbot at an animal passing np tbe bank of 
the river. We distributed several armed men among the beaters and 
cautioned tbem to keep well together. Whether the tiger had beard 
or seen ns as we made a detour to take up our posts, I am unable 
to say, but evidently he suspected danger ahead, and after being 
moved once or twice and driven forward by tbe shouts and noise behind 
him, he deliberately crouched down in a narrow crevice in the ground 
well concealed by tbe gi-ass and bushes around, and there waited till 
the line of beaters approached ; then be charged through them with a 
savage growl ; a poor fellow crossed his path and was immediately 
struck down. He received a very severe flesh wound on the shoulder 
from which, however, he eventaally recovered. But doubtless had the 
blow been delivered on the throat or head, the consequences would have 
been the same as in the first sad affair. 

Now here was an instance of a beater getting severely manled 
through no feult of his own or of anyone else, and it is the liability to 
such accidents that is the great objection to using men to drive the 
jungles for tigers. We certainly were most unfortunate in that year, 
and the two accidents which I have related are the only ones which 
have happened when I have been present, but I have known of many 
narrow escapes. 

A pair of elephants, or even a single steady beast, are of the very 
greptest assistance in beating for tigers in the manner I have just 
described. Perhaps a tiger is fired at and wounded, and retires into 
some thick clump of bushes : to follow him into the covert on foot, 
under such circumstances, is the height of folly ; and many an English 
gentleman has lost his life through rashly infringing this golden rule. 
These targe cats, even on open ground, cronch so low and lie bo flat 
that it is often difficult to distinguish their yellow coats from tbe 
sandy soil, and in tangled thicket or grass jungle it is impossible, even 
at a distance of a few paces, to make out distinctly the treacherous brute 
crouching to the earth and in readiness to make his spring. Then is 
the time when, if the ground will permit of his being brought into 
play, a single elephant comes in so usefully. With one or two sports- 
men on his back, in readiness for a shot, guided by his mahout be ad- 
vances into th^ thicket and compels the tiger either to show himself, or 
move his position, and in doing so tbe probabilities are that he exposes 
himself and offers a chance to one or other of the sportsmen ; bnt the 
great point of all is, that this is accomplished without risking tbe lives 
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of either hnnters or beaters : it ie therefore a matter of tiite greatest im- 
portance before starting on a tiger-shooting expedition with beaters, 
to secure the services of one or two steady elephants. Moreover, 
the animals are most useful for Tariooa purposes on the line of ina,rch, 
such as carrying tents and baggage, and also for bringing home the 
game after a sttccessfnl hnnt. 

Howdah shooting is a most luznrious way of carrying on sport, 
with your gnns ranged on either side of yon, and a big umbrella held 
over head by a native in the back seat of Uie howdah. Things under 
these circumstances are mightily different and considerably less harass- 
ing than plodding along all day on foot in the hot sun. 

Of all sports tiger shooting on foot during the hot weather months 
is the most trying and arduous. It requires a man to be in robust and 
sonnd health and with the real spirit of the chase in him to go ont day 
after day in a broiling sun, with a blast of scorching hot wind blowing 
as if from the mouth of a furnace, a blinding glare, clouds of dust, 
continual thirst, bathed in perspiration, much toil, and often after all 
with but poor success as a reward. He must indeed have the bumps of 
patience and perseverance strongly developed to carry him through such 
harassing work with equanimity. I have had my bands covered with 
blisters from the heat of the rifle barrels, my face and neck scorched and 
burnt to the colour of niah<^any by the terrible sun, water constantly 
having to be poured on the ba«k of my head to prevent a sun stroke 
and over my shoes to make the heat of the leather bearable. These 
are some of the trials a hunter must put up with ; but when at last 
he is snccessful and brings in one, perhaps a pair of royal tigers as 
the fruit of his exertions, he feels repaid for aU tfeat Ije has gone 
throagh, and his success encourages him to try again. 

In Qwalior, Bundelkund, and other parts of Central India, the 
sporteman in search of tigers daring the hot weather months in the 
vicinity of sach rivers as the Scinde, Betwab, Dessann, and many others, 
has frequently to cross miles of high, arid table lands covered with slabs of 
rock, low stunted trees, and bushes, a dreary desert without a vestige 
of a green leaf or sprouting twig, the ground bakf^d as hard as iron by 
the glaring sun and scorching hot wind, and not a sign of a living crea- 
ture except, perhaps, a stray ravine-deer, or may be a pair of sand-grouse. 
Suddenly and unexpectedly the scene changes, and the hunter comes 
upon a deep yawning ravine, called by the natives a ' koh/ the bed ot 
which in the rainy season is a roaring rapid, but now is clothed in rich 
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green rerdare and foliage, most refreshing to the eje aiter crossing 
miles of yellow dried-up plain. The rocky sidea of these lUTines are often 
perpendicular, some only a few score yards across from side to side, 
others of great breadth ; generally there is a stream of water trickling 
down the centre, or here and there springs of water slowly ooze out 
and drip from the rocks, forming small pools below, and here, at- 
tracted by the water and cover, the wild animals from the adjacent 
country are collected ; not only tigers, panthers, and bears (the latter 
especially) resort to these deep nullahs, bat samber, cheetol, and 
other cerridte. 

Each of these deep chasms has a name, and during the months of 
April, May, and June they are the most likely spots of all to hold big 
game. Moreover, they can, generally speaking, be beaten with ease 
and success. So st€ep and wall-bonnd are the sides that no living > 
creature can ascend them, except in certain spots well known to the 
natives, and here the guns are placed. Perhaps the sportsman is 
posted high up in the booghs of an old mangoe or burgot tree, well out 
of harm's way, or stands on a slab of rock overlooking the pass he is 
directed to guard ; sometimes though not often in the very path 
where he witJi the striped coat, if at home and disturbed by the 
shonts of the beaters, will presently show himself. Generally speak- 
ing, two guns are sufficient, one on either side, to command one of 
these nullahs ; occasionally when it is over 100 yards in width, and the 
foliage at the bottom is very dense, a third gun is necessary in the 
centre to prevent a tiger creeping by unseen. 

A herd of samber or cheetul speedily show themselves after the beat 
has commenced, and the black coat of old Bruin, aa he comes shuffling 
along in his asual ungainly fashion, is sure to catch the eye of the 
sportsman; but a crafty old tiger, perhaps accustomed to this kind 
of thing, advances slowly and cautiously without a sound to betray 
his footfall, now crouching along the sandy bed of the nullah, with 
overhanging bushes to screen him from view, now stealthily taking 
advantage of each patch of scrub, creeper, or low tangled thicket, and 
seldom crossing the open or exposing his yellow striped coat to his 
enemies. He, I say, unless a most vigilant watch is kept, will 
pass on, successfully run the gauntlet, and make good hia escape 
without having been perceived by one of his numerous enemies. 

There are cei'tain rules for tiger-shooting on foot, which, if care- 
fully attended to, generally lead to success, and to the avoidance of 
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accidents. I am alluding to exceptional occasioDS, when, on account 
of there being no trees or high rocks to take advantage of, the guns 
are posted on foot, behind bushes, grass, or cover of any kind capable 
of affording concealment. 

Nev6r under the above circnmstanceB fire at a tiger coming towards 
jou, but allow him ti pass, and then take your shot. There are 
several reasons for adhering carefully to this rule. In the first place 
unless the beast is shot dead, he probably observes his enemies in 
front of him, and if wounded, will be almost certain to charge. If he 
does, the position of the sportsman, unless well supported, is highly 
dangerous, for, like all cats, a tiger occasionally appears to be endued 
with nine lives, and in spite of receiving numerous mortal wounds, 
he may at length succeed in reaching his foes, and before dropping 
dead, inflict some fearful injury on the hunter or his followers. On the 
other hand, by remaining perfectly qaiet till the tiger posses by and 
then taking a steady shot at him, much danger ia avoided, for if not 
shot down, he nearly always springs forward, with a growl, and passes 
on without turning back on his enemies. Again, when a tiger ia 
fired at coming directly towards the guns, if he does not charge he 
will almost to a certainty turn back, and should the beaters be close 
up will probably maul one or more of them. 

Lastly, it is a very bad pi-actice to fire in the direction of a 
number of beaters. I have often seen it done by thoughtless men, 
but it is most un&ir to these poor fellows, who have quite enough 
danger to face, withont being exposed to this additional risk. If the 
ground is at all level, a spinning bullet may make its way through 
several hundred yards of brushwood and grass, and with a lai^ body 
■ of men advancing it is highly dangerous. I remember seeing a 
leathern bag which, suspended from the neck of a shikary assisting in 
a line of beaters, had been perforated by a bullet discharged from the 
rifle of a reckless and inconsiderate sportsman ; in this caae the ball 
must have passed within a few inches of the man's body. 

To iQnstrate the danger of firing at a tiger coming towards yon, I 

will relate what actually occurred to my friend H s, when ont 

tiger-shooting, near Danwur, on the banks of the Saur river, Lullutpore 
District, in the hot season of 1868. The account also shows the 

difficnlty of getting a fair shot at the head of a tiger. H s, who 

was by himself, and driving the jangle with beaters, commenced the 
morning of a splendid day's sport by a double shot at an enormous 
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tiger, which went awa; wounded, and was fonnd dead the da; after. 
Shortly after, in the aame beat, a tigress and two nearly fulUgrown 
cubs came out close below his post. The tigress' received a shot 
which tumbled her over dead into a crevice in the rocks, whence she 
was afterwards extricated. One cub disappeared, but the other came 
on and was quickly served the same way as Its mother. The beat 
ended, and it was proposed to leave the dead tigers where they were 
lying, and beat higher up the river. My fnend was next posted in a 
particularly awkward, not to say dangerous position. He stood 
between the steep bank of the river, which jnst abont this spot was 
very deep, and a lot of rocks and brushwood on his right hand. The 
jungle in front was very dense, with only a small path running 
through it, evidently made by animals going to and fro to drink. 

Shortly after the beat began H s saw a tigress swim across from 

the right to the left hand side of the river and ensconce herself in a 
cave, but the beat coming on, she left this and came back to the right- 
hand bank, and then made her way straight down for where my friend 
was standing. She descended by the path I have mentioned, and 

presently came directly opposite to H s and within a few paces of 

him. It was a truly awkward position ; my friend aiming straight 
between the eyes of the brute, fired, and wounded it most severely, the 
animal was flung backwards as it were, but recovered herself a^n in 
an instant and, half-stunned, commenced battering a thorn bnsh to 

pieces close by, using both teeth and claws. H s could not get 

a clear shot at her while thus occupied, and dared not fire again for 
fear of attracting her attention until he could make certain of killing 
her on the spot. At length he obtained a chance, and planting a shell 
fairly in the centre of the neck dropped her dead. 

On examination it was found that the first shell had struck her the 
least thing too high, and glancing over the skuU had only partially 
stunned her. 

Take up the position pointed out to yon as your post without 
making the slightest noise or talking ; there should be no chopping of 
branches or snapping of dry sticks to assist in screening the guns ; no 
tiger will show himself anywhere near a post after such a warning of 
danger. Kever object to your post ; if the man who places yon is a 
competent authority on such matters, be assured that if, as is gener- 
ally the ease, he is a resident of the nearest village and knows every 
inch of the surrounding country, he understands far better than you 
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do where a tiger is likely to be foand and wliicli direction he will 
moat probably take when aroused. Never neglect to take up as safe 
a position aa possible ; whether jou believe a tiger will show himself or 
not, take advantage of a commanding spot, such as a high rook or a 
natural knoll. Do not remain at the foot of a tree, when you have been 
directed to climb up it, because yon do not expect to see a tiger walk 
ont, or are too lazy to make the exertion. Always face ' half right,' 
not directly towards the beat ; it is generally easy enough, however 
cramped yonr position may be, to shoot to the left, but ofteu very 
difficult, especially when sitting astride a bough, to torn round suffi- 
ciently to your right hand to bring the sights to bear on a beast 
passing qaickly. 

Tell your men sitting with you, should they happen to see something 
advancing before you, not to speak, but to draw your attention by 
pulling your coat, or touching you, and pointing. Keep your eyes well 
about : a tiger when driven forward by beaters approaches at a leisurely 
pace, and without making the slightest noise: he does not come bound- 
ing past, but deliberately, as if scorning to hurry himself. Unless 
passing through the thicket er at a distance, there can be no excuse for 
missing such a fair mark, but there is something about the grand brute 
as he com^s striding along that is liable to make the heart beat quickly 
and unsteady even those accustomed to meeting with a royal tiger. 
" But if possible get the better of such feelings before our friend draws 
near ; let him come on, even in an exposed position : if your clothes 
are of some dull tint, as they shoiild be, and you remain perfectly 
motionless, the brute will not observe you — a movement, however, or a 
mstle of leaves vrill draw immediate attention — aUow him to pass, and 
then, take a steady, deliberate aim, just behind the shoulder, and draw 
trigger. Whatever happens, hit or miss, remain qniet, not a move, 
keep your eye on the beast if possible, and put in a fresh cartridge. 
If yon have dropped him in bis tracks, although to all appearance he is 
stone dead, be most careful in approaching the animal. Many a sad 
accident has happened at the moment of victory through too great 
eagerness and want of caution in going up to a beast lying apparently 
dead, but yet with just enough life left in it to strike a last blow. Before 
walking close up to the prize, make oue of your men throw two or 
three stones at hiai, and should there be a sign of his again recovering 
his legs, put in another shot at the back of the head, which probably 
will be a settler. Never leave your post or show yourself till the 
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beaters actually reach you, I have known a tiger suddenly appear at 
the very end of a beat, and only a few yards in front of the line of 
coolies. 

It is a good plan always to pay the beaters yourself after a day's 
shooting, or at any rate to sea them paid in your presence, and before 
starting in the morning give to each man a wad, to be produced in the 
evening at pay time. This is necessary to prevent lazy rascals, who 
have done nothing, putting in their claim with those really deserving, 
and in a large assembly of men, perhaps eighty or a hundred, it is 
impossible to decide who has rendered assistance or the contrary, and 
the production of a wad as a ticket does away with this difficulty. 

I will now relate the most snccessful day's tiger shooting that I ever 
was engaged in. As is very often the case, we met with a great piece 
of luck when we little expected it. 

In April 1871, 1 left Jhansie to join my old sporting friend H a 

at Lullutpore. The weather, as is usually the case at that time of 
year, was exceedingly hot; however, the greater the heat and drier the 
weather, the better chance thei-e was of sport, which was some conso- 
lation to us. I found my friend encamped on the banks of the river 
Betwah. There was a large ' mela,' or fair going on, and an immense 
concourse of people assembled, and he, as police ofBcer, was there to 
keep order. The mahseer fishing in the Betwah was fairly good, 
though the fish averaged a small size, and there was also a tittle 
shooting in the neighbourhood, so time passed pleasantly enough, 
and at length, when the fair came to an end and the multitude had 
dispersed, we were able to pack up and he off. We steered south in 
the direction of the Saugor country, making for a village in the vicinity 
of which a pair of tigers had made themselves notorious by their depre- 
dations. 

Our disappointment was great on reaching the place to hear that a 
Thahoor had been there beforehand, and- a week previously had shot 
the male tiger from a machan ; however, the tigress was still said to 
be in the neighbourhood. We encamped under a splendid old tamarind 
tree, and that evening, when sitting out in the moonlight enjoying our 
smoke, we heard the tigress roaring, doubtless for the loss of her mate.' 
Sometimes the sound appeared to come from one direction, sometimes 
from another, I could not sleep soundly, and when I did sleep at all 

' 1 have alread J alluded to this exc«ptioiuJ instanca of a tigreaa roaring, at page 17. 
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it was to dream of tigera. We made Bare of finding her the following 
day, bat after four fruitless beats on the morrow we gare it up and 
returned to camp. That night the jungles were silent for the first time 
(bo the villagers informed us) since the death of the tiger. 

The following morning we tried the Jungles in another direction, 
working hard all day ; hut though plenty of game was seen, there was 
no sign of the tigress, so we struck our camp and ^^ain journeyed fur- 
ther south, till after several marches we came on the Jamia river, and 
encamped near a small villa^ called Midurwaho. The country in the 
vicinity was very wild, covered with scrub jangle, very httle cultiva- 
tion, and few villages. H b had a police guard here, and on oar 

arrival the men composing the guard assured as that there were nn- 
donbbedly tigera in the neighbourhood, and that numerous cattle had 
been killed quite recently, a buffalo only one day before, and within half 
a mile of our tents. The following day waB spent in collecting beaters 
and making every preparation for a ' hank ' ; towards evening a thunder- 
storm came on, and heavy rain fell. Now although this made the air 
cool and pleasant after three weeks of exceeding great heat, yet nothing 
could have been more unfortunate for oar chance of sport. In very 
hot, dry weather tigers remain near water, and lie panting under some 
overhanging willow close down to a pool or stream, but when rain falls 
they often leave their haunts, and wander about ^ over the country. 

However, after the rain the ground was soft and in fine condition 
for tracking, and we fully expected to hear when our men came in, 
that, although the tigers had left their lair and gone either up or down 
the river, yet that our tnwkers, by following the punjahs, or footmarks, 
had been able to trace and mark down the noble game. The gang of 
shikaries retnmed about eight o'clock, but with no encomt^ing news 
to cheer us with. They h&A discovered no recent traces of the tigers 
since the previous night's rain, and it seemed doubtful if they really 
were in the neighbourhood. The morning was cloudy ; thunder still 
rumbled overhead. About nine o'clock we turned out, and proceeded 
to beat both banks of the river in the most lik'ely spots. Large herds 
of spotted deer came trooping out, among them several fine stags, but 
not a tri^er was drawn at such small game for fear of disturbing the 
animals of which we were in search. 

ITie first three beats proved blank, and there was only one short 
one left. It began to rain a^n ; our men wished us to return home 
as they believed that there was httle use in~ persevering under such 
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luckless circumstances, but most fortmiately we agreed after a brief 
consultation, in spite of the rain which now descended in torrents, to 
finish ap by driving the remaining small strip. We did not even take 
the trouble to draw lots for posts as asnal. 

The Jamin river in the locality we were about to beat wa« very 
narrow. There was thick thorny jungle only on one bank (the side 
we intended to drive). The river carved considerably at this spot, and 
jast at the chief bend there was a ford across, where the stream ran 
very shallow, and this was the position selected to post the gons and 
bar the way. 

Our shikaries informed us that if a tiger were put ap and came 
forward, the chances were that he would either take along the crest of 
the steep bank, where the cover was densest, or descend and attempt a 
pass&{^ across by the ford I have mentioned to the opposite bank, with 
the intention of reaching and making bis escape among a labyrinth of 
deep nullahs and watercourses lower down on that side. My post was 
a very commanding and safe one on the summit of the high river bank, 
which was almost perpendicular where it &ced the water. In front of 
me, and entrenching, as it were, my position, wound a deep and broad 
ravine, running from the open country, and gradually deepening till 
at length it cat through the steep river bank, and joined the main 
channel of the Jamin. This gully was now dry, though doubtless in 
the rainy season it became a roaring torrent. Not only was my station 
a seenre one, but it was impossible for a tiger to pass down the river 
without my obtaining a Ml view of him, and offering a splendid chance 
and a clear shot to my rifle as he crossed the dry nullah I have at- 
tempted to describe directly below me, and extending &r away to my 
right. 

H s' post was a very different and far less satisfactory position, 

dangerous, in fact : of that there could be no doubt — about midway 
across in the bed of the river, and just above the ford, there was n 
sandy island, and at one end of it a group of low, shelving rocks. My 
friend stood on a fiat slab, the highest of these boulders, but even then he 
was only a few feet above the level of the ground, and by no means at a 
safe elevation. I looked right down on my companion, perhaps slxty^ 
or seventy yards from me, and we each had a couple of stout fellows 
well armed, seated behind us. 

H 8 evidently did not expect much, for when the rain had 

stopped, I saw him sit down and pull a book oat of his pocket to occupy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TIQEB. 43 

bimaelf, while our sbikaried went round to arrange the beaters. We 
neither of ub had an idea what an exciting scene was about to take 
place. 

Presently the * hankwa ' began. IHrst, a single shot as a signal, 
immediately followed by the usual ehout raised from one end of the 
line to the other, a crashing caused by stones hurled down from 
above, a braying of homa and the rub-e^dub-dub of nameroos tom- 
toms — altogether a din and combination of discordant sounds enough 
to scare ereiy liring creatare within miles of the spot. Out poured 
the inhabitants of the jungle. An old solitary boar, several cheetui, 
including one fine stag, and scores of pea-fowl. I was just admiring a 
beautiful spotted deer, standing in front of us ffithin twenty yards, and 
offering a most tempting shot, when one of my companions pulled my 
coat and pointed, at the same time whispering 'Dekho, Sahib ; " Sher'" 
(or, look sir, a tiger), and sure enough about a hundred yards off there 
he stood on a rising piece of ground fronting towards us, partially con- 
cealed by the bushes, and looking back over his shoulder towards the 
beaters, with his tail moving slowly from one side to the other ; in 
another moment he disappeared, coming right towards us. I gave a 
low whistle to my companion^ who looked up, and the signal I made 
with my hand soon brought him to ' attention.' The next minute the 
grass moved abont thirty yards to my right front, and ont stepped a 
tiger. Before descending the ravine between ua he paoaed, looked up^ 
and saw us ; drew back, and crouched down so low that I could oidy see 
his head and white throat. I aimed rather low and fired. A savage 
growl followed, I could not see for the smoke what actually happened, 
but both my men said that the beast was severely hit, for that he half 
reared up' and fell over. At my shot the shouts of the beaters, the 
noise of drums, boms, and all kinds of music redoubled, and joat 
when I had reloaded I saw a second and a larger tiger, or rather tigress, 
show herself near the same spot where we had originally viewed the 
first one. She came on, but the last glimpse that I caught of her 
showed that she was making for the river, and probably with the inten- 
tion of crossing, so I called out to my friend to look out below, 
and the words were hardly ont of my mouth when bang went hia 
rifle. The shot was followed by a snccession of savage growls, and 
the next thing we who were above beheld, was the tiger chai^ng 
straight at H — s. A general volley from the guns sta^ered her 
resolution, and she partially turned, and as she did so received a ball 
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behind the ear which rolled her over dead. I remember feeling that I 
coald breathe again bs I saw her throw up her head and pitch over, for 
althongh at the laat she appeared to change her original intention of 
taMng revenge, yet she was a deal too near H b to be pleasant. 

The tigroBB waa an old one, very beantifully njarked, and of lai^r 
size than ordinary, measuring 9} feet. The first thing to be done was 
to stop the beat, for there was the first tiger yet unaccounted for, and 
it was not improbable that he might yet have strength to do mischief, 
although both my men were of opinion that, if not dead, he coald 
hardly move from the spot where he had dropped. A. careful re- 
connaissance was made round the patch of gnus and boshes where the 
beast had fkUen over wonnded, and at length one of the scoute — a 
Pathan policeman, who wonid persist in thrasting his head wherever 
there woa most danger — spied him oat, lying extended on the ground, 
but with life still in him. He asked if he should put an end to him 
with his musket. We assented, and the next moment our second 
tiger waa accounted for. Not one of us had an idea that there was 
yet a third which had hitherto escaped the notice of everyone, and which 
lay crouching to the earth only a short distance from where we were 
standing. 

The beat was over, and the main body of beaters descended by a 
path to the river to quench their thirst and refresh themselves after their 

exertions. H s went back with some of his men to try and get 

one of the elephants down to carry home the game. After some 
trouble he succeeded, and presently returned, mounted in a howdah, 
and fortunately with his loaded rifle beside him. The ground, covered 
with deep cracks and holes, was very trying and embarrassing to the 
elephant's advance, but in about a quarter of an boor or so he succeeded in 
surmounting the various obstacles in his path, and at length approached 
to within sixty yards or so of the spot where, in company with three 
or four men, I was standing close to the carcase of the tiger first fii-ed 
at, which proved to be a young male about four years old, and 
measnring close on nine feet. At length, after turning backwards 
and forwards two or three times, the elephant gained the edge of the 
high bank overlooking the river. There happened to be a thick patch 
of tall dry grass and thicket directly in the way of his further progress, 
and the huge beast came crashing and forcing a passage through the 
centre of it, in order to reach the spot where we were standing, and 
pick up the dead tiger. 
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When about forty yarde from ns the elephant, while BtLU in the 
middle of the thicket, stopped, and trumpeted. The mahout, ima^^ing 
that hie charge smelt for the first time one of the dead tigers, gave 
the poor beast a thump on the head with his iron hook to ui^e him 
forward. The elephant, with trunk curled and ears pricked dp, slowly 
advanced, and then, to the astonishment of everyone present, with- 
out other warning than a loud 'wouf,' a tiger sprang right from 
under the animal's very feet on to the upper part of his trunk. The 

elephant shrieked out, but stood tolerably steady; and H s, 

catching up his rifle, in an instant stood up in the howdab, and 
gave the foe a good shot in the body, which fairly doubled him up, and 
dropped him like a sack among the bushes below, not dead, however, 
for before another shot could be put in, he scrambled down over the 
edge of the bank, and took refuge among a mass of roots, creepers, 
and thick foliage. When we had recovered a little from the surprise 
of thus meeting with a third tiger, we held a consultation what waB 
to be doue next. We first attended to the poor elephant whose trunk, 
badly clawed, though fortunately not bitten, was streaming with 
blood. He retired out of action, and we directed the mahout to 
send down a second elephant we had in reserve by the same route 
that the first had taken, that the injured beast might return home at 
once, to be cared for and have his wounds dressed. 

Our day's sport, and truly it was an esfcraordinary and exciting one, 
waa not over yet. The third tiger had, as I have already mentioned, 
taken refuge on the almost perpendicular bank of the river, where he 
was safe from his enemies for the present, for it was impossible to 
see him from above, hidden as he was under a mass of overhanging 
creepers and bushes. That he was severely wounded there conld be 
no doubt, but on rolling stones down we could hear him * swear,' so 
probably there waa some fighting left in him yet. What was to be 
done? The river flowed broad and deep direotly below where the 
beast lay concealed, and the only possible way of getting a shot at him 
seemed to be from the other side of the water, so it was ^reed that I 
should cross over by the ford, and come round till directly opposite the 
spot, while my companion kept guard above. 

In about ten minutes I reached the desired position, and found 
the water shallower than we had imagined. Wading in, knee deep, I 
approached to within twenty yards of where the tiger was concealed, 
KoA in perfect safety, for tiie river ran rapidly between myself and 
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the eDemy. For five mioutes or more we (that is, I and two 
natives) stood strainiDg oar eyes, and tben gradually approached 
nearer, till the water reached our hips. Still we could make out 
nothing, when suddenly the man on my right clutched me hy the arm, 
and eagerly pointed to my right front, where the roots, creepers, and 
hanging bushes overshadowed a hollow in the bank. Then at last I 
made the brute out, lying perfectly flat, only his head and neck, the 
ridf;e of his back, and here and there a glimpse of his tawny hide were 
visible. He seemed to be aware that he was now discovered, for as I 
raised my rifle he put back his ears, opened his mouth, made that face 
that cats only can make, and spat at me. The next moment a heavy 
bullet struck him just where the neck joins the shoulder, and parsing 
through the body lengthways, made its exit on the opposite side : it 
was a finisher. His head dropped, he hung for a moment, then slowly 
rolled over, and down be came crash through the bushes and splash 
into the river below. He wag evidently quite dead, for his head 
remained under water ; we watched him for a few moments to make 
sure that life was extinct, and then when there could be no farther 
doubt, approached closer. The water at the deepest part was up to 
oar armpits, but as we iieared the high bank it became shallower 
again. 

Presently one of my companions got a grip of the hind leg of the 
dead tiger, and X clutched him by the tail, the third man also giving a 
helping hand, but we could only just hold him and prevent the carcase 
from sinking, and perhaps from being swept away by the current. 
Assistance was, however, at band ; in another minute half a score of 
beaters reached the spot, and out we lugged him on to the shingle. 

It waa only then, when the excitement was over, that I discovered 
that I had a splitting headache, and felt faint and done. It took us 
fully another half-hour to get the tigers carried up on to the higher 
ground, and strapped, one in front of the bowdah, and two behind, 
making with ourselves a very tolerable load for the elephant to carry. 
It vras late in the afternoon when we reached our tents, and as we passed 
the Tilli^e, the inhabitants came oat to meet us, one and all rejoicing at 
their enemies being ttius disposed of. The beaters received a suitable 
reward ; to our policemen, who had worked hard, and rendered great 
assistance, we gave a iat sheep for their dinners, and half-a-dozen 
of rum to make merry with; and that evening we ourselves killed 
our tigers again over a couple of bottles of champagne. 
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WLen makiDg a Btart for a day's tiger-shooting, whether with or 
without elephants, it is always as well to bring a basket of fireworks 
with you. In a country intersected with ravines and nullahs they 
often prove most useful. For instance, a savage tiger may take refuge 
under a mass of cneepers and bushes in some deep rocky gorge where, 
on account of the nature of the ground, an elephant is of no use 
whatever. Then is the time when a well-aimed rocket will often move 
the beast, without the necessity of men being employed to drive him 
out, and in doing so endangering their lives. 

There is a very simple kind of firework, called by the natives ' anar,' 
procurable at any small town, a kind of hand-grenade, made of clay 
and baked hard, and filled with combustibles (the natives constantly 
use these things at marriage festivals). On being lighted by a small 
fuse, and thrown into a patch of thick jungle, this diminutive bomb 
explodes with a loud report. I have seen bears driven out of caves 
several times by these explosive balls, and when rockets are not pro- 
curable, they make very tolerable substitutes. Sometimes these inven- 
tions are dangerous things to handle. A poor Sikh policeman, who 
was assisting ns one day in driving out a tiger, had his hand badly 
cut and shattered by one of these balls exploding before he could 
throw it into a bush, as was his intention. Fireworks seem to rufBe 
the temper of the tiger, and often a well-aimed rocket, or half-a-dozen 
explosive balls fizzing, banging, and jumping about near his royal 
person, exasperates him to such a degree that out he comes and 
immediately charges his foes. 

Tigers have been known to charge elephants immediately on 
being found, and without a shot having been fired to irritate or provoke 
them : a tigress with cubs is especially given to this practice. 
Generally speaking, I think they will charge when wounded, followed 
up, and driven into a comer, but I have seen a tiger even under 
these circumstances turn tail, and make every endeavour to escape, 
without attempting to molest his pursuers. The very last one I shot — 
a fine heavy brute with a splendid sMn — behaved in this manner, and 
showed no sport; but he was very severely wounded, and perhaps not 
in a condition to fight. 

Three of us were out in the Bala Behnt country, Lullutpore, and 
one morning proceeded to drive the bed of a small river, where a tiger 
was known to be lying concealed. Two machans had been prepared 
the previous evening commanding the principal passes ; in fact, two 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 THE GAME OF BENGAL. 

guna were quite BtiEBcient for all parposes, and there waa hardlj 
room for a third aajwhere. On drawing lots, m; two friends got the 
posts, and 1 im^ned that I was out of it altogether, and had not the 

remotest chance of getting a shot. H s, who had killed monj 

tigers in his time, good-natnredlj offered me his machan, the most 
likely position of all for a shot, bnt luckily, as it tamed ont, I said 
that I would abide by the lot I had drawn. In company with two 
natives carrying rifles, and a sbikary, who offered to put me where 
there vras just one chance, I followed by his directions the high bank 
of the river, till we came to a spot where several small ravines branched 
off in different directions from the main channel of the river close at hand. 
This river, I must explain, like many others in that part of India, 
dwindled down in the hottest time of the year to a mere stream, and 
often disappeared altogether under ground for a certain distance, leaving 
nothing but boolders, rocks, and dry shingle to mark its course when 
flooded, a^in to reappear further on above the surface of its deep-cut 
channel, and slowly glide past in full view. At the spot where I 
had taken up my position the bed of the river below me was perfectly 
dry for a space of perhaps a hundred yards, though thickly covered 
over with low stunted willows and bushes. There was a high rock 
with an old tree overshadowing it, and my guide directed me to take 
my seat on the top of a slab, which I accordingly did, but without even 
a distant hope of viewing the tiger, much less getting a shot at him. 
After waiting upwards of half an hour the line of beaters at length 
approached our post. As yet only a bear had been seen, and he bod 
broken back and made his escape. I was about to resign my rifle to 
an attendant, when, could it be possible P I caught a glimpse of ata;my 
hide gliding through the thicket. Again I saw the striped yellow 
coat, but only for an instant ; the beast was fnlly eighty yards off, and 
making off in the direction of the opposite bank. For the third time 
I saw the tiger, and instantly fired, and on ducking my head under the 
smoke, great was my delight to see him lying sprawling. In another 
instant, however, he had recovered himself, glared round (I should not 
have cared to have been standing anywhere near him just at that 
moment), and then bounded across the open shingle to a rather lai^e and 
almost isolated clump of green willows — my second shot striking the 
stones under his belly — and disappeared under the foliage. I imme- 
diately despatched one of my men to inform my companions of what 
had happened, and to desire them to join me, and ordered a second man 
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to ascend a high tree close at band, and to keep a sharp look-out if the 
woanded beast again moTed ftom where we bad last seen him. Pre- 
sently H B and F n came np, and we consulted together what 

was to be done. 

I have already mentioned that the clamp of jungle into which the 
tiger had retired was almost detached from the mainland, being joined 
to it by a long narrow sandbank covered with bnehes and grass, and 
with the exception of this one narrow strip in rear, the {tatch was 
Borronnded by a perfectly open shingle of dry rocks and white pebbles. 
We had not an elephant with us, or there would have been no 
difficulty whatever in finishing off the wounded beast. At length it 
was agreed that I shonld advance in company with three good men in 
a compact body, and examine the spot where the tiger had last been 
seen. 

n B was to cross the river some distance back, and come round 

the farther bank, till he reached a spot directly opposite to where we 
supposed out friend to be hidden, so as to give him a warm reception 
if I drove him across. This was a dangerous task, none of ns were 
positive that the tiger had not proceeded beyond the clump of jungle I 
have named, and reached ihe mainland, and if so, he might be crouching 
anywhere in the dense thicket, or among the numerous narrow ravines 
and clefts which covered and inter8ect€d the river bank, and I need 
hardly say, that to come suddenly on the wounded and exasperated 
brute under such circumstances, would have been highly perilous. 

However H s insisted on undertaking the duty, and in company 

with two well-armed followers, made a start. F— — n remained be- 
hind, and occupied a position directly overlooking and covering our 
advancing party. 

When all was in readiness, I descended with my three allies (all 
stoat fellows, and to be depended on) into the rocky channel of 
the river, and formed up my men in the following manner. On my 
right I placed a man named Bhopal, a first-class shot, and a deter- 
mined fellow, who had slain many tigers at different times ; he was 
armed with a heavy double 8-bore breechloader. On my left stood 
my Sikh orderly, a fine strapping fellow, yarned Lena Sing (who, I am 
positive, was all the time longing for a regular scrimmage) ; be carried 
in his hand my double gnn heavily chared with bullets and slugs ; 
and still further to the left a man named Bahadoor, with his loaded 
mnsket and fixed bayonet guarded onr fiank, while I myself in the 
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centre with mj double 12-bore Beilly charged with shells, completed 
a formidable party. I had no fears of an accident, even if the tiger 
had the temerity to come out in the open and charge. We advanced 
slowly, keeping close together, with our weapons at full cock and 
at the ready, and shoulder to shoulder, moved up, till at length we 
reached the spot where the beast had received his wound and rolled 
over. A large patch of blood clearly marked the place, and quickly 
na the animal had covered the distance &om thence across the open 
to reach his present hiding place, there was no difficulty in tracking 
his course, for the white stones were thickly besprinkled with drops 
of blood, and on advancing a few steps further, we came upon still 
more evident signs. The tiger was very severely, probably mortally 
wounded, for in addition to tbe spots of blood dropping irom the 
wound, we came upon long spirts and splashes of bright-coloured 
irothy gore, manifestly ejected from the animal's mouth, a sure 
sign that he was hit through the lungs. At length we reached a 
position, perhaps fifteen yards from the willow clump, and this was 
quite close enough. The tips of the long green boughs hung down 
so close to the pebbles that nothing was to be gained by stooping 
down and attempting to peer underneath. So I directed Lena Sing (the 
man on my left) in a whisper to throw in a stone ; he stooped down, 
picked up a large pebble, and threw it into the centre of the patch, 
but with no result ; not a sound or movement followed. ' He is dead, 
sir,' said the man on my right ; but hardly were the words out of his 
mouth, when a deep ' wouf ' and a swaying of the fohage proved that 
this was not the case. The cover was so thick that it was impossible 

for any one of us, even for H s, all in readiness for a chance as be 

was, to catch a glimpse of him ; but it was evident that he was slowly 
beating a retreat by the neck of land already mentioned, connecting 
the clump of willows with the mainland. 

Our chance of success now appeared to he less hopefol. There wa« 
nothing to prevent the wounded beast reaching the foot of the high 
river bank, along which to tbe right and left as far as we conld see 
there ran a dense fringe of willows, grass, and matted thicket, and 
there was no saying how far, or in which direction he might wander. 

H 8, carefully feeling his way, advanced still further along the 

high bank of the river, but so dense was the cover below that he 
could make nothing of it. The animal was not to be seen, and a 
good half-hoar was spent in a fruitless search. All of a sudden, when 
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OUT hopea were on the wane, X noticed aa old Sikh policeman about one 
hundred and fifty yards to my right. Tracing his armB like the sails of 

a windmill, and enei^etically beckoning me to join him. H a 

(who had just returned from bis ineffectual search on the opposite 
side) and I ran towards him, and when we came up to where he was 
standing on the margin of a broad pool of water, to our Bstonishment, 
directly opposite to ns on the far side, close in to the bonk (which 
there was nearly perpendicular), and almost up to his neck in water, 
was the wounded tiger. While yet looking at him, and preparing to 
fire, he made an eff'ort to scramble up the steep slope, but slipped 
down again, and fell back into the same position as before. There was 
only his head, neck, and upper part of his shonlders for a mark, and 
I suppose the diutance was sixty yards or thereabouts. I fired, and 

missed, the old Sikh did the same, but H s planted a shell fairly 

in the centre of the animal's forehead, literally blowing the head to 
atoms, for when the skin was afterwards removed and the flesh scraped 
off, the skull fell to pieces, and had to be held together by wires. 
On examining the body, we discovered that my first bullet, fired 
from above at a distance of about eighty yards, had struck the tiger 
on the tip of the left shoulder, had passed through his lungs, and 
taken its departure lower down on the right side, almost directly behind 
the shonlder, and we were of opinion that if the bullet had taken effect 
one and a half or two inches lower, the brute would probably have 
remained where he first rolled over. 

But I moat explain how he reached his extraordinary position up 
to his neck in water. On examining the river bank (which, as I 
have already said, was fringed with overhanging willows], it was evident 
enough that the wonnded tiger had attempted with much difficulty — 
for he had slipped and fallen every few yards — to pass down the river 
and make his escape under cover of the willows. At first even in 
his crippled atate he had met with few obstacles, but presently 
coming to where the river curved close in to the almost perpendicular 
bank, be had not the power to ascend such a steep incline, so attempted 
to pass on by a very narrow ledge, but failed ; probably his broken 
limb gave way, and he fell down headlong into the water. The splash 
thus made attracted the attention of the old Sikh, who perceiving the 
beast's grim countenance above the surface of the water, summoned 
us immediately, and pointed him out, and the animal then received a 
finishing shot from H s, as already described. He waa a fine thickly 
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bnilt male tiger, measnring nine feet eight inclies in length, height at 
shoalder three feet seven inches, size rotmd head two feet ten inches, 
' with a snperb rafoua-coloared skin in perfect order. One of the canine 
teeth in the upper jaw was broken oflF close to the gums, and the 
stamp decayed far back to the very root of the fang. On the oat- 
aide of the f^e there was an inflamed swelling, corresponding with 
the position of the injured tooth, and doubtless the animal had 
for a long time suffered much pain from toothache. This successful 
day's sport took place on May 24, 1872, and I made the remark 
when we started in the morning that the day was a propitious one, 
being her Majesty the Queen's birthday. 

I will now briefly speak of machan shooting, or shooting tigers 
Irom a platform constructed in a tree, and overlooking a pool of water, 
or carcase of a bnffialo or bullock recently slain by one of the FelicUB. 
As I have ah*eady remarked, this is a method of destroying wild beasts 
nsually adopted by natives. 

Machfin shooting is not a popular mode of killiug tigers among 
European sportsmen as a rule, and is generally pronoanced.to be slow 
work ; perlmps it is bo, but in my opinion, watching a solitary pool 
of water for an hour or two before nightfall has its attractions, and 
I can recall to mind many a pleasant evening spent in this manner. 
It is most interesting and instructive to the young naturalist, to watch 
from his place of concealment the ways and habits of the denizens of 
the forest as they come stealing forth to take their drink about snndown. 
The first, usually speaking, to make their appearance, as shadows 
lengthen, and the fiery sun descends behind the tree tops, are musters 
of peafowl with their bOls open, so parched are the birds* throats 
with thirst. An old hen, after craning her neck, and peering around 
to satisfy herself that all is safe, at length emerges and leads the way 
to the precious water. Hardly have the birds retired when they are 
succeeded by a troop of Lungoor monkeys [Pretbytig entellvs), leaping 
from tree to tree with un£iiling precision, and swinging themselves 
down from bough to bough with wonderful dexterity. There is a 
pause before they descend and trust themselves on the ground. These 
gentry know well that treacherous leopards and other enemies lie in 
wait near these drinking places, so are particularly careful that the 
coast is clear before they alight on the rocks that surround the pool ; at 
length a hoary old patriarch, after a cautious look around, jumps down 
from the tree, and informing his numerous relations by a coxHik that 
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all is right, strides to the margin of the pool, aud buries hia face in 
the water. The remainder of the troop, taking coorage from his example, 
speedily join him ; a short delay, a few gambols and practical jokes 
by the juniors of the party, and once more they ascend the sloping 
rocks, reach the tree tmnks, and amid a swaying of foliage, quickly 
disappear in the forest. 

A pair of spur fowl, and a brace or two of sand groase, next arriTe : 
the latter having their nests on the bare tableland hard by. Whole 
beries of bush quail come hurrying down over the hot rocks for their 
evening drink. Still later a sounder of hog allay their thirst and 
cool their carcases in the water, and just before darkness sets in, 
suddenly and quietly, and passing below the very tree in which the 
hunter lies concealed, a noble stag samber emerges &om the forest. 
Perhaps the temptation of possessing hia wide-spreading antlers is too 
strong and not to be resisted, or the patience of the sportsman waiting 
for still nobler game is exhausted, and he takes hie shot. 

A machan is usually constructed of poles eight or ten feet in length, 
placed across, and resting on the higher boughs of some tree ; these are 
lashed firmly in their position with cords ; smaller poles and sticks are 
placed transversely and &8tened securely like the larger ones ; then 
boughs and binders are interwoven between, till at length a tolerably 
firm platform is set up, capable of sustaining the weight of the sports- 
man and an attendant. Thick green leaves and small boughs are 
arranged around the edge of the machan so as to screen the occupants 
&om the view of an animal below, and the hiding-place is then 
complete. 

Another method frequently adopted by sportmen, is to procure 
a large-sized ' charpoy,' or native string bedstead, from the nearest 
village, and secure it in the desired position with ropes. A few 
branches and twigs are entwined or tied round the wooden frame- 
work of the ' charpoy,' and an efficient place of concealment is thus 
easUy provided. 

The machan, to be perfectly ea£e from the reach of a springing tiger^ 
(I have already said the animal has not the power of climbing) should 
be erected at a height of fifteen feet, not from the foot of the tree, which 
may be situated in a hollow or gorge, but above the level of the sur- 
rounding country. 

An officer was pulled out of a tree and killed by a tiger not many 
years ago in Central India. 'He was seated on a bough at a con- 
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siderable Leigbt ftv^m the foot of the tree and bed of the aoUab that he 
was guarding, bat miluckily he foi^ot that the summit of the high 
banke of the raviDe on either side were almost on a level with him : the 
consequence was, that a tiger he fired at and wounded when passing 
below, had ihe cunning to ascend the bank to the higher ground, and 
from thence made good its spring on to the unfortunate sportsman, 
dragged him down, and mauled him so dreadfully that he did not long 
survive the fearful injuries he received. 

It is, however, exceptional for a tiger, or an; other animal, even when 
wounded, to attempt an assault on a man well hidden and posted at a 
reasonable height From the ground, provided that he remains steady after 
firing a shot, and does not draw attention to his position by moving or 
speaking. 

The tree selected for the machiin should be situated some little 
distance from, and yet within easy gunshot range of, the ' kill ' or 
pool of water, whichever it may be. If the platform is erected in 
a tree close above the dead bullock, or too near the mai^n of the 
water, the probabilities are that a cunning brute will at once discover 
the ambush, and make off. I bave known this happen once vrith a 
tiger who was distinctly visible in the moonlight some distance off, 
but would come no closer, and I bave several times been discovered 
by samber and cheetnl, animals especially careful when approaching 
water. 

Usually speaking, it is of little use ascending into a machan to watch 
water, or lay up over a dead bullock, till the sun gets low. The time 
of all others to be especially on the alert is the last half-hour before 
night sets in. After a hot sweltering day, when the cattle bave been 
driven home, the villagers are in their dwellings, the birds are gone to 
roost, and the forest has become perfectly quiet, then the jungle 
tyrant, stretching himself after having lain asleep all day, issues forth, 
and makes straight for the spot where he well knows he will find the 
lifeless body of his victim of yesterday. Naturally of a suspicious 
nature, however, hungry as he is, he takes a careful look round before 
going close up to the carcase. If the jungle has been disturbed since 
his former visit, bushes or boughs cut away, the machfin (in which 
his enemies are tying ensconced) not sufiScieutlj concealed, or the 
position of the bullock altered from that in which he left it, he at once 
suspects that all is not right, and makes off. 

But if, on the other hand, care has been taken to make as little 
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noise as possible in arranging the machan, the tree has been well 
selected, and the gnns properly posted and concealed, the chances are 
that, after a caatious reconnaissance, the brute at length silently 
emerges from the jungle, and striding up to the carcase, commences his 
gory repast. 

Usually speaking, unlesH there is a full and very bright moon, and 
the carcase lies on open ground aVay from the gloom of trees or 
bushes, I have fonnd it to be of little use waiting after night has 
regularly set in, and ercept under the abore-mentioned favourable 
circumstances, when it may be worth while to remain yet another hour 
or two, I recommend the sportsman to light hia lantern and descend 
from his perch, for there is little likelihood of his gaining anything by 
remaining. 

I have shot deer, hog, and other animals, by sitting up all night 
over pools of water in a machan, and generally the spoj^man obtains 
a shot or two about daybreak ; but my experience is that it is unsatis- 
factory work, and does not repay one for the loss of rest, and, moreover, 
there are other objections ; for instance, after nightfall, except during 
the hot dry months when no dew falls, jungles in the neighbourhood of 
water often become unhealthy ; and the consequence of sitting up for 
a single night in the open air is often an attack of fever and ague, 
or some other ailment equally bad. 

Mosquitoes and other noxious insects generally swarm in myriads in 
the neighbourhood of these pools of water in the jungle, and IJie worry 
and irritation they inflict is sometimes exasperating, and hardly to be 
borne with equanimity. And lastly, though I may say that I am 
a tolerable rifle shot by daylight, yet in spite of white cotton or 
phosphorus on the sights, white tape dovm the rib between the 
barrels and various other contrivances to enable the sportsman to aim 
correctly (most of which I have tried), I never could make even 
moderately good practice with a rifle in the dark, and have often missed 
animals within a dozen yards of me. Perhaps repeated &ilureB may 
have something to do with my disbelief in night shooting. 

Tiger skins, when the animals they once adorned have been shot by 
the sportman's own rifle, ure always objects of value and interest, 
especially to adorn the hall or drawing room.. It is very seldom one 
ever sees a perfect tiger skin ; the fur is nearly always rubbed off more 
or less, the whiskers are missing, or there is some other defect, 
and generally speaking these blemishes (and however slight they may 
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be, tlie; in a meastire detract from the exquisite beaaty and finish of 
a skin) have been occasioned ft^m want of care, and a little cir- 
camspection on the day when the slain beaat waa brought into camp. 
Tigers are generally shot at the very hottest time of the year, and 
I haTc known the fur come off the hide on the eve of the very day 
that the animal had been killed. So no time should be lost in 
removing, cleaning, and stretching the skin direcUy the carcase is 
brought in. I know well how little inclined the sportsman feels 
when he returns to his tent ezhansted and toil-worn, after having 
been exposed all day to the terrible heat and glare of the sun, to 
superintend himself the operation of remoring the striped coats of 
his prizes^ Bnt if he wishes to preserve them complete, and with- 
> out a defect of taty kind, he must make it his duty personally to see 
this work properly done, for let him rest assured, if he confides in 
natives, of whatever class, ten chances to one they will do something 
or other wrong. 

Having retired under the shade of a tree, begin by placing the 
noble beast on its back, and with a sharp knife (a common butcher's 
knife, I think is the best), make one long, straight, bat not deep cat, 
fivm the centre of the lower lip to the end of the tail, then take tbe 
legs, make clean cuts commencing just above the pads of the feet and 
carry the knife along the under side of the giant arms till the main 
incision is reached. 

Then separate the hide from the body. First, extract the claws 
and pnt them carefully away* as they are a great temptation even to 
honest natives. If the hide is blood'-stained or dirty, send a man with 
it to the nearest river or pool of water, and direct him to wash it 
thoroughly, and in the meantime have a clean, smooth place swept clear 
nnder the shade of a tree. To stretch a skin to dry in the sun is a 
common but fatal error. Next have a number of sharp pegs prepared 
of some tough description of wood» such as the babul (Indian Acacia) 
and when your man retnma &om the river with the skin properly 
cleansed, stretch it out fur downwards, on the spot prepared for it, 
making a small hole with the point of a sharp knife through the tip of 
the nose, and a second one about an inch from the extremity of the 
tail. Drive a long, stout peg through the bole in the noae deep into 
the ground, draw the skin out moderately tight lengthways, and drive 
a second peg through the hole near the tip of the tail, then extend 
the fore arms and hind legs. You yourself should stand at the head 
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of the skin, to see that it is stretched ereiily, while your assiBtants, 
tno on either side of the hide endeavonr, under your directions, so to 
peg it down that, when firmly fastened to the ground, the arms and legs 
may lie squ&relj extended, aiid exactly at the same angle on either 
side to the body, for as it is stretched and dried in the first instance 
BO will it remain for ever a^rwards. 

The sides of the skin are then drawn out taut, and pegged down 
along the edge. 

The next process (and it is a very important one) is to have the 
hide most thoroughly cleared of every particle of flesh, fat, and sinew ; not 
an atom of oily matter or grease of any kind should be left to melt into 
the sldn. A low caste race of natives called ' Chumaxs,' who reside in 
almost every village, are usually employed for this work, hut they should 
be carefully watched, or, with their sharp ovaJ-shaped knives, they are 
likely enough to pare the skin itself, instead of removing extrajieons 
matter adhering to it, and unless immediately checked may do much 
mischief. 

Finally, when the above measnres have been completely and effec- 
tually performed, apply freely to the nose, edge of mouth, root of ears, 
tail, feet, or any dark patch where congealed blood haa collected, caused 
by buUets or shells tearing the carcase, an ample dressing of strong, 
arsenical paste, and over every inch of the remainder of the skin, spread 
a thick coating of finely powdered alum (I always carried about with 
me a giant pepper box filled with alum for besprinkling skins) and 
last of all leave a native to rub the alnm well into the skin with the 
paJm of his hand. Id the hot weather months the skin will probably 
become perfectly dry in twenty-Four hours or less ; it should then 
be taken up and hung over a tent rope, and be put out daily in the 
open air, but not in the snn ( at night it should be carefully folded up, 
and put away. This is only a necessary precaution, for if a fresh skin 
be carelessly left out all night, likely enough some hungry village cur 
or prowling hyeena will tear it to pieces. A friend of mine had a fine 
tiger skin utterly spoilt one night by a pariah dog or jackal dragging 
it away from bis tent and gnawing the tail off. A skin, that has been 
treated in the manner just described, will keep in perfectly sound 
condition for a long while, though at the same time l^e sooner it is 
put through the permanent process of preservation by a professional 
furrier l^e better. 

To preserve the skulls of tigers, I recommend in the first place, 
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that as mticli of the flesh as possible should be scraped off, the brains 
taken out, and the head thoroughly cleaned, and then hung up every 
day in a tree, where Indian crows, as well as wasps, ants, and other 
insects will soon find it out, and speedily remove the particles of flesh 
still sticking to the bones. 

I much prefer this plan to burying the bead in the ground or boil- 
ing it. My two first tiger sknlla were completely spoilt, and rendered 
worthless, by being allowed to remain too long buried in an ant hill. 
When dag up they fell to pieces. 

The fat of a tiger, if boiled down and refined, is very usefol for oUing 
guns and other purposes. Natives say that it is a certain remedy for 
rhenmatism, but I cannot certify to the truth of this. 

It is an invariable mle in all big game shooting, that the skin of 
an animal brought to bag belongs to tb» fortnuate sportsman whose 
bullet first struck the mark, however slight the wound may be. I 
remember an instance of a leopard being claimed by a sportsman whose 
bullet broke the animal^a tail within ten inches of the tip. 

There is often a difficulty in deciding this point, especially in 
howdah shooting, and when several shots are fired almost simultaneously. 
The best plan When this occurs is to draw lots for the trophies, or, at 
the end of an expedition to divide the skins and heads of donbtful 
ownership. 

There is much difference of opinion among sportsmen what 
description of sporting rifle is the best for tiger shooting ; some like an 
express rifle, others a large bore. I believe both weapons are equally 
efficient, though I myself prefer a rather heavy ten or twelve bore, 
on Forsyth's system of rifling, capable of btiming four or five drams 
of powder, and carrying a spherical ball with accuracy up to 120 or 
150 yards, and also when required, shells at shorter ranges. 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE PANTHER {FelUpardut, Bodgton). 



Tet though lonel; seem the wood, 

Therein may lurk the beast of blood. — From tht Qvlielan. 



The late Dr. Jetdon in his valuable work * The MammalB of India,' 
following, as he tells us, the leadership of Mr. Blyth, apparently after 
some besitatioD, classifies the Indian panther and leopard as * simple 
varieties of the same species of cat ' under the single specific title of 
FelU pardut. 

I fear that it will be considered presumption on the part of a 
common observer and sportsman like myself to commit to paper an 
opinion at Tariauce with the views of such renowned naturalists as the 
two abovii-named gentlemen. Nevertheless, holding the convictions 
I do on this point, after having carefully studied the subject, I find no 
other course left open to me> and have therefore ventured to follow the 
arrangement of Hodgson, and place the two cats distinctly apart, 
under the specific names of Felis pardue for the panther, and FeUs 
leopardut for the leopard. 

I have no desire whatever to reopen an old controversy, which has 
been so often discussed by far abler pens than mine, bnt feel bound briefly 
to give my reasons for having in this single instance ventured to diflfer 
from my usual and unerring guide Di*. Jerdon. 

Ist. As has been frequently pointed out (among others, by that 
distinguished anthority. Sir Walter Elliot), the shape of the head of 
the two cats differs most materially, the panther's skull being long 
and pointed, the leopard's shorter and more rounded. This distinction 
between the two creatures I look upon as of itself conclusive evidence 
in this disputed question. 

2nd. It cannot be denied that the coats of our large Indian cats 
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vary mncli in shade and marking in different individuals ; neverthe* 
less the true panther of Central India (which part of the country I 
heliere to he the great stronghold of this comparatively rare animal] 
has certain characteristic dark markings on the coat which, though 
difficult to describe in words, yet to an experienced eye, at once pro- 
claim it to be of another species from the leopard. The general tint 
of the panther's skin is pale tawny yellow, that of the leopard more of 
a rufona and darker tinge. The irregular dark markings decorating 
the coat of the former are larger, and not so distinct as tbe clear black 
blotches and spots adomiug the hide of the latter. 

3rd. Last, though by no means least, the two anim^ altt^ther 
differ from one another in size and character. The one is a large, 
powerful, and thoroughly vicious wild beast, highly dangerous to cope 
with when provoked, and in the opinion of many old and experienced 
sportsmen even more to be feared than the royal tiger, which preys 
principally on snoh large game as samber, nilgai, wild hog, and more 
especially village cattle; the other is an altt^ther smaller, less 
courageous, and, in comparison with the panther, insignificant cat, 
that preys chiefly on smaller descriptions of deer, calves, sheep, goats, 
and especially dogs. 

I may add that I never yet have met with an experienced Central- 
India sportsman who did not fully recognise the panther ua altt^ther 
a distinct species of cat from the leopard, or, in &.ct, who had a single 
doubt in the matter. 

The panther is to be found in the nullahs and ravines of Central 
India, on the sides of ixxsky hillS) where from nnder the shelter of 
an overhanging rock he can survey the country below, and descend 
on some stray hnllock or other victim. In the hot weather he is often 
put up when parties are out beating for tigers on the banks of rivers, or 
in small islands where the cover is sufficient to afford concealment. Like 
the larger cat the panther chiefly depends on village cattle for food, 
though be will pull down full-grown samber or other large deer if 
he comes across them. Occasionally he takes to man-eating, though 
not so frequently as tigers do. I remember hearing of one in Gwalior, 
that had devoured over fifty human beings, and wa8 the terror of a 
whole district. 

Some years ago, in the neighbourhood of Kamptee, an officer in the 
Artillery and a native shikary were both pulled out of a tree by a 
wounded panther, and so severely hurt that neither of them survived 
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it. The anforinnate officer, if I remember right, had fired at the brate 
when -paaaiug below the bough of a tree upon which he was sitting, 
and wounded it. The panther, however, climbed up the tree and, pull- 
ing him down, mauled him dreadfully, then actually climbed up a^ia 
and killed the native ahikary. The latter must have lost all presence 
of mind, for he did nothing to assist his unfortunate master, or even 
to save his own life. 

The cry of the panther is a series of measured grunts, or coughs, 
repeated four or five times, and oflen heard about the pairing season, 
I shall never forget once hearing this same granting noise a deal nearer 
than was pleasant. When out in camp during the hot weather, the 
nights were often so oppressively close that it was impossible to get 
any rest inside a tent, so we slept outside in the open air ; no dew falls 
at night during the hot months, and I believe it is much healthier 
to sleep in the open. We generally retired to rest about ten o'clock, 
our beds being placed out on the plain, often at some little distance 
from the tents. A couple of men fanned ns with punkahs till we 
appeared to be asleep ; and then our dusky attendants quietly slipped 
away. Now this -was all very well when encamped in a tupe of trees 
with no jungle in the vicinity, but we were then in the very thickest 
part of the Lnllutpore jungles, near a place called Bala Befaut. We 
frequently heard the sharp bark of the spotted deer and the bell of the 
samber close to the encampment at night ; and more than once, I had 

said to my companion H s that I did not much like this sleeping 

in the open, with all kinds of brutes close at band. He only laughed, 
replying that there was no danger and that he had made a practice 
of doing so for years in preference to sleeping in a stifling tent. How- 
ever, I was not convinced, though I said no more, but I took the pre- 
caution of invariably placing my loaded rifle close to the bedside. 

One night we had retired as usual, and after a chat about onr plana 
for the morrow, had dropped ofi^ to sleep. All of a sudden I awoke 
with a strange feeling of danger. I sat up and listened, and immedi- 
ately the measured ' hough, hough, hough, hough,' of a panther close 
at hand, broke the stillness of the night. The brute could not have 
been fi% yards ofi", and from the cry appeared to be in a ravine below. 
I hastily awoke my companion, and informed him of the close proxi- 
mity of our ugly visitor. He, however, treated the matter lightly, and 
turning over, was speedily asleep .again. There was no more rest for 
me, with this beast close at hand ; so I lighted a cheroot and paced 
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ap and down. Presently da; began to break and the camp to bestir 
itself; but the panther still continued making his abominable ctj, and 
in spit« of men movlDg about, seemed loath to retire to his den, 
wherever it was. 

It was soon broad daylight. My companion presently arousing 
himself, sprang np, and remarking to me, 'We will teach this brute a 
lesson for breaking our night's rest,' gave hasty ordera for the assem- 
blage of as many of his policemen aud camp-followers as could be 
collected, and ordered them to proceed as quickly as possible about a 
quarter of a mile in a certain direction, and then to beat np the nullah 
in which the panther was, to a place which he pointed out, where 
we were to be posted. We hurried away, rifle in hand, to take np 
positions in front of the beat on either side of the nullah. A sporting 
Thakoor belonging to the neighbourhood, who had joined our camp a 
few days before to assist in beating, accompanied us. He was a fine 

big man, bnt a notorious cattle-lifter, H informed me ; he was 

lame from a terrible wound in the right foot caused by the bite of a 
wounded tiger. He had his matchlock with him, and as the nullah 
was wide and required three guns to command it, we put him in a 
position between us, in the bed of the nullah, where there was a 
chance of a shot, should the beat be successlbl. 

The natives with us imi^ned that the brute would come creeping 
along one side or the other of the ravine where the cover was thickest. 
These large cats when driven forward by beaters, almost invariably 
take advantage of any grass and boshes in the way, that is suGBcient to 
afford concealment, in preference to crossing open ground, for their 
instinct tells .them the danger of exposing themselves. However, on 
this occasion, strange to say, the panther took right up the centre of 
the nullah. We only just reached our places in time; the beat had 
already commenced. I caught a glimpse of the brute, a very large one, 
coming quietly along, evety moment I expected the * flzz,' 'bang ' of the 
matchlock ; but no — he passed and was presently seen fbrtber on. We 
ran for several hundred yards higher np the ravine, in hopes of 
heading him, but no such luck. He took up a narrow deep gorge in 
the direction of the river, and none of us saw him again. 

Ky friend was indignant at the escape of the night disturber, and 
asked the Thakoor how it was he didn't get a shot. Our native ally 
denied that he had seen the beast. But I am almost certain that it 
passed close to him, but probably the man, having already been fear- 
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fiilly matiled ooce by one of the large cats, dared not risk a shot with 
hiB rusty old matchlock, and considered on this occasion, that discretion 
was the better part of valoar. We aaid no more, but returned to 
camp baffled and disappointed. 

Three nights after, near this same spot, the whole camp was aroused 
about midnight by shouts of * A tiger I' ' A tiger I ' Servants tumbled 
over tent ropes, bullocks tore past, tails on end, dogs barked, and horses 
struggled to get loose. 

The confusion and uproar were so great that it was some little time 

before we could discover what had really happened. H 's office 

writer, a portly Bengali Baboo had stupidly picketed his pony some 
little distance from the other horses, and out of the general camp 
circle. An animal which the natives declared was a tiger, though 
I am almost certain it was this same panther that had disturbed 
us on the previous occasion, suddenly sprang on the pony and pulled 
it down. The latter, however, a sturdy heaat, used his hoofs with good 
effect, and with the assistance of a number of bullock-drivers and 
camp-followers shouting and throwing stones, managed to shake off 
bis anta^nist, and take refuge among the other horses. On examina- 
tion we. found that the pony was bleeding a good deal at the throat, 
though the wounds were not serious. Now a tiger, as I have before 
stated, almost invariably seizes his prey by the back of the neck ; 
leopards and panthers not unfrequently by the throat ; ao, in spite 
of the assurances of numerous natives that the marauder was a tiger, 
I am convinced that it was only a panther or leopard. 

The panther, I have already stated, can climb trees with facility, 
but I have never heard, in spite of frequent questions to native hunters, 
of his dropping on deer and other creatures from trees j though the 
jaguar of America, an animal somewhat similar in appearance and 
habits to the panther, is said constantly to lie in ambush in some thick 
tree over a pathway frequented by deer and hog. 

I once heard of a panther concealing himself along the bough of 
a tree up to which he had clambered, to avoid danger. He was, 
however, observed by some beaters as they passed underneath, and waa 
pointed out and shot dead. 

I had the good fortune to shoot a panther, or rather to finish him, 
within a year of my arrival in India, and was not a little proud of such 
an achievement. In those days I was stationed at Benares, and was 
living with a Captain F y, who was in the Public Works Depart- 
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meat, and had obarge of the GoTemment road between Mirzapore and 
Sanger. Earl; in March IS'id, mj friend informed me that he was 
abont to inspect some new works, that he would be ont about a month, 
and wonld be glad of my company, if I was not afraid of the beat. I was 
delighted to meet with snch a chance. I had a new gun and rifle and 
had long wished for an opportunity to bring them into play against the 
- inhabitants of Indian jungleB. The drill season was orer, so there 
was no difficulty in getting a month's leave. 

We reached Mirzapore the day after leaving Benares, and withont 
delay commenced our march in the direction of Sangor. Within a weefa 
I had slain my first black buck, and soon after a splendid old cock 

bustard, besides a large bag of small game. Captain P y, a keen 

sportsman and splendid shot with both gon and rifle, sometimes accom- 
panied me in my expeditions, but often was deiained by his work. 

In about ten days we reached a rocky gorge through a range of 
hills, called the Kuttra Pass; and here, to the surprise of my com- 
panion, and mnch to my delight, news was broaght in of a tiger within 
a few miles of the pass, at the foot of which we were encamped. 

Captain P y informed me, that panthers, leopards, and bears were 

not uncommon in the neighbonrhood, but that tigers were seldom met 
with. However, the cattle-keepers declared that for weeks past a tiger 
had been preying on their herds, and that a bullock had been killed 
on the evening previous to our arrival. We decided to have a look 
at the * kill ' ourselves, in order to be able to form an opinion whether 
it really was a tiger or only a panther or leopard. On reaching the 
spot where the cow had been killed, we foand only, a small portion 
eaten. The carcase had been dragged into a ravine ; it was a large 
heavy beast, and had the appearance of having been killed by a tiger ; 
but on account of the hard rocky state of the ground, we could not find 
a single clear foot-print to decide the point. There was a large 
' bui^ot ' tree within thirty yards of the kill, and we agreed on sitting 
up that very evening, as the natives seemed to think it probable the 
beast would return for his supper. 

Having dismissed oar followers, retaining only one old man armed 
with an axe, we ascended to oar posts, I sitting astride of a large 
bongh, about fifteen feet from the ground, facing in one direction. 

Captain P y with his back to mine, guarding the opposite quarter. 

t forgot to mention that the cow had been killed on the aide of a hill 
where it had strayed, and that the tree in which we had taken up our 
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poaitioD was on the vei^ of a steep decline. Neither of as had an idea 
&om which side or direction the beast, whatever it was, would be Ukely 
to approach. The jungle was tiiick around the spot. A large number 
of vultures, scared from their repast on the carcase b; our approach, had 
flown into some neighbouring trees, and as the jungle had become once 
more quiet they now returned. Although in a very nufreqaented part 
of the country, with only one email village within many miles, the vultures 
had discovered the carcase, half-hidden as it was. Every minnte iresh 
birds with half-closed wings descended with a tremendous whish-h-^-h, 
while others, gorged to repletion, flew with apparent difficulty on to 
trees or rocks close by, and, as customary after filling their stomachs 
inordinately, spread out their wings and remained motionless. As each 
new comer arrived and settled somewhere close by, he waddled up vrith 
hasty strides and lowered head, and wedged himself in by force 
between his comrades. 

At times the carcase was altogether screened from view by the 
mass of birds, all pulling, struggling, and flghting over the prey. It 
was an interesting sight to watch, tbongh we were rather too near 
the dead animal for it to be pleasant to the nasal organs. Presently 
the shadow of a large bird made ua look up, and after soaring round 
once or twice, with his legs straight out behind him, Leptoptilos 
Argala, or as we call the huge crane ' The Acyutant,' settled hard by ; 
tacking his wings under him, with measured strides he approached 
the ravenous crew ; some of the vultores respectfully made way for 
so distinguished a personage. One who blocked the path received 
immediately a tremendous dab on the back, by way of a reminder 
to quicken his movements. Having received the latest arrival in 
proper form, the ring closed once more round the horrible feast. The 
Bun had now got low ; there was not a breath of wind, and with the 
exception of the flapping of wings caused by the birds of prey as they 
kept coming to and going fi'om the carcase, not a sound of any kind 
was to be heard. 

Suddenly a great commotion arose among the ravenous group 
around the dead bullock. The vultures took wing into trees as if they 

had heard or were aware of something approaching. Captain P y 

whispered to me over his shoulder, ' Look out.' Two or three minute 
passed and it began 'to get quite dork, still nothing appeared. Presently 
my companion touched me with his elbow, and on my looking round 
towards the carcase, to my astonishment I beheld what I thought was 
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a veritable tiger, never having seen one ; but in reality it was a vor; 
large pantlier tearing the fleah. The next moment a ball &om my 
friend's rifle crashed throogh the hrnte's body, rolling him over ; in an 
instant be had recovered himaelf, and not knowing probably from what 
quarter the danger came, made direct for oar tree. A second shot from 
the same rifle struck the ground between bis fore legs when quite close ; 
the ammal paused for a moment and glared np at as (I shall never 
forget the devilish expression of that terrible countenance), as if half- 
meditating an assault. At this moment I had bronght my rifle to 
bear ; instead of shooting him through the head, however — I was too 
excited, and in too cramped a position for snch accura^ — my ballet 
stmck him in the back over the loins, crippling him in the spine ; he 
sprang forward and went rolling down the side of the hill, getting 
another shot from my left barrel as he disappeared. It was evident 
that the beast could not go far, for he with difficulty dragged himself 

along ; but in spite of all my persuasions Captain P y would not 

hear of following bim up or anything of the kind, knowing full well 
from experience the danger of snch an act, especially as night was fast 
coming on, and it was already dark. 

I was rather disappointed, although he assured me that we should 
certainly find the panther dead on the morrow. I slept very little that 

night, and soon after daylight, leaving Captain P y asleep, took my 

rifle, and started for the scene of the previous night's adventure. In 
the first half mile, however, I met a mob of natives, four of tbem 
sta^ering along with the dead panther slung on a pole across their 
shoulders. His tongue was hanging out of his mouth and his teeth 
close shut were driven through it. The natives had fonnd him lying 
dead, within twenty yards ot the place where he had disappeared. 
Both shots were mortal wounds, bat it was astonishing that the brute 
bad been able to move a step after being struck with the first ball, 
for it was planted fair in the centre of the shoulder, and had passed 
out on the other side. The animal measured within an inch of eight 
feet in length, and was very thick and muscular. 

Puitbers when provoked will charge elephants as readily and daringly 
as tigers. I have seen this happen two or three times ; and once, when 
mounted on the back of an elephant totally onfit for this kind of sport, 
I was regularly pursued by a snarling, vicious panther. We, that is, 

H B and myself, having heard of a pair of tiiese animals that had 

been for weeks together doing a deal of mischief, borrowed two elephants 
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Irom the Rajali of Teeree, and went to look for them. After a deal of 
hard work, towards the close of the day, and just aa we were abont to 
give up the chase, or rather search, we came upoti them in a patoh of 
thick bushes. Now, I knew nothing of the elephant I was mounted 
on ; he was a huge tusker, and the mahout had been only a few 
minutes before expatiating on his merits and steadiness when facing 
tigers and other big cats, little thinking how very soon he would have 
a chance of showing his real worth. 

Instead of a howdah, I was mounted on this occasiou on an 
abominable kind of flat seat, with iron rails round it, and from this 
native inrention it was difficult — so cramped was the position — to 
use a rifle at all, much less shoot accurately. Howerer, we had 
bat one howdah, so made the best of it. I hare already said that after 
a diligent search, we came upon the pair of panthers we had so long 
been looking for. In spito of sundry thumps on the head, my 
elephant did not seem at all inclined to advance to the attack ; and 
presently when one of the panthers gave an angry growl, to my disgust, 
the bmte of an elephant, with a shriek of fear, swung round, and made 
off at full speed with his trunk in the air. The panther in front of 
OS immediately perceived the advantage he had gained, and the terror- 
stricken ' hatbi ' making off, be came out with a bound, growling and 
snarling, and attempted to spring on to the elephant's hind quarters ; 
in this he failed, but followed us np for a good thirty or forty yards. 
As for attempting to take a shot at oar pursuer, that was out of the 
question ; for it' was as much as I could do to hold on, much less put a 
rifle to my shoulder. I lost my hat, as well as my temper, got a fine 
scraping across the fece and neck from the bough of a prickly tree, 
and twice, the elephant, blundering over rocks and stones, nearly came 
down altogether. At length the mahout managed to stop the fr^htened 
brute, which was trembling from head to foot ; but nothing would induce 
it again to approach the cover into which the panthers had retired. In 
the meantime my companion, mounted on a female elephant, had 
fared little better; she with the howdah on, perceiving the flight of 
my tusker, retired out of action in an opposite direction, though not 
at such a headlong pace ; it was a ridiculous sight, but trying to the 
temper. The end of it was, we had to give np the hunt, and return 
home. We sent the elephants back that same evening to the Bajah, 
vowing that in all our lives we had never come across such useless 
brutes. 
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CHAPTER m. 

THE LEOPARD {Felu Leopardut, Hodg»on). 



On every side tlie ambushed leopaid strains, 

No poMage for the bonuding deei nmftina. — Ai(Ti(B-i-S<rHAiii, 



In general appearance (aa already mentioned when speaking of the 
panther) the Indian leopard so much resembleB the panther that they 
are often confounded, and to the present day cla«aed by some as one 
and the same animal. In the Himalayas the leopard is very common, 
and a perfect pest, continually carrying off d<^ close to the outskirts 
of our hill stations. A dog that is in the habit of leaving his master 
and wandering from the foot path, when travelling in the hills, is 
almost certain, sooner or later, to be carried off. I have known of 
many fine sporting dogs taken when shooting pheasants and chikor. 

Leopards are in the habit of watching foot-paths, from some hiding 
place above, whence they can view everything that passes. As soon as 
they perceive a dc^ or goat loitering behind or astray, they steal 
rapidly and silently down, and before poor ' doggy ' can join his mastef, 
or an unfortunate goat bis comrades, he is seized by the throat and 
swept off the path without having time to utter a cry or offer the 
slightest resistance. A good stont dog is almost a match for a leopard, 
if brought face to face with him on open ground, but the cunning cruel 
cat creeps up and buries his fkngs into the neck of his prey when he 
least expects him, and once in the fatal grip, a dog or any other 
creature hardly ever escapes. I remember, however, a placl^ little 

terrier belonging to Colonel D s of tiie 37th, making his escape 

from the clutches of a leopard, and returning to his master with a 
wound in bis throat. 

Two moderate-sized setters, the property of a gentleman at 
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Muasoorie, turned on a leopard which attacked one of them, and 
speedily got the better of their aeeailant. The; so worried the beast 
that it was unable to make its escape, and viae easily despatched. 

It is not uncommon for the Thibet sheep dogs — large powerful 
animals (something like the Newfoundland breed with heavy ' jowls *) 
and specially retained to guard flocks and herds — to be carried off by 
leopards ; sometimes these dogs escape through wearing broad spiked 
iron collars. I remember seeing a collar deeply indented by the teeth 
of a leopard ; the wearer had escaped with his life after being dragged 
some distance, but was grievously wounded. 

Leopards are seldom seen iu the daytime. I have only on three 
occasions seen them in the Himalayas, although I have travelled and 
wandered a great deal in our hill ranges ; yet they are commoii enough. 

The first thing that takes your eye in the early morning aa you 
leave your tent, is the scratch on the turf from the foot of a leopat^ ; 
if you examine the outskirts of your tent, you will likely enough find 
his * pug,' where he has been sniffing under the canvas ibr * Dash ' or 
' Juno ; ' and the sap yet running from a neighbouring tree shows that 
he has only an hour or two before been stretching his claws on the 
bark. I had a setter whose mother had been taken by a leopard, 
and who himself had had more than one narrow escape. This dog 
always slept on my bed, and more than once has awakened me on 
a dark' night by his growling 'and trembling all over, and nestling 
closer to me, evidently from fear of some brute close at hand, probably 
a leopard. The first expedition I ever made to the hills I lost a pet 
dog named ' Snip,' carried off by a leopard ; he was by no. means 
a well-bred dog, rather the contrary; a thick-built brown terrier, 
rather bandy-l^ged, curly'tailed, with a pair of prick-up ears, and 
brown intelligent eyes. I bought him from a soldier in the barracks 
at AUahabad when a pup, for one rupee, and though not a valuable 
dog, he was a prime favourite of mine. For several months this poor 
Aog was my only companion ; we always shared our meals tt^etber, 
and sometimes both Snip and I had to put up with very 'short 
commons,' and retire to rest after only a scanty meal. One windy 
wet night, having collected sundry scraps, and filled a plate princi- 
pally with rice for my dc^, I placed the dish at the entrance of the 
tent, and soon Snip was in the toU. enjoyment of bis meal. Having 
tied a lantern on to the tent pole and lit a cigar, I took up a book and 
lay down on my bed. In another minute X was startled by the sharp 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 THE GAME OF BENGAL. 

cry of mj poor dog, and juiuping up, I ruahed oat of the tent. I 
could see a dark object makJug off: catching up a lighted piece of 
wood from a fire burning outside, I burled it at the animal ; but 
although the sparba irom the burning wood striking tiie ground 
almost between the creature's feet sfaowed it to be, as I expected, a 
leopard, the animal would not drop his prey. I ran after it shouting, 
but the brute disappeared in the darkness down the face of a steep 
decline. I went back, got mj gun, a lantern, and two men with torches. 
We searched everywhere, called the dog by his name and whistled, 
bat in Tain, and in half an hour we returned wet through &om a 
fruitless quest. 

On another occasion, within six miles of the spot where my dog 
was carried off, a leopard one evening suddenly sprang upon a small 
white milcb goat, which was browsing on some bushes about fifty yards 
below my tent. 

The little creature wonid have undoubtedly shared the same &te as 
my terrier, had it not fortunately been coupled by a stout rope to 
another and larger goat. The leopard dragged both the animals for 
several yards down the face of a steep decline, but ao impeded was the 
beast by their united struggles, that assistance arrived ere the marauder 
could reach hie den, which we afterwards discovered within a hundred 
yards of our bivouac. 

The leopard is one of the chief enemies to the monkey tribe ; he 
stalks them when the animals are on the ground in search of nats and 
roots, lies in wait for them near pools and springs of water, and 
occasionally will a,Bcend trees in pursuit of them. Monkeys always 
show the greatest consternation on viewing their enemy. As I have 
before stated, I have been made aware of a tiger or leopard being on 
the move through the jnnglea by the demeanour of wild monkeys. 
They will follow the big cat from tree to tree, and rock to rock, as he 
passes below, their hair bristling, tails on end, shaking the branches 
with their paws, and stooping down, making hideoos grimaces at 
their foe, keeping up an incessant chattering and swearing the while, 
and showing in every possible way their hatred and fear of him. I 
have frequently been told by native hunters that monkeys are some- 
times BO fascinated by a glaring leopard, that they become power- 
less to make their eacape, and will even drop from the bough of a tree 
into the very jaws of their dreaded enemy. No doubt this is true, 
especially with yoang creatures. I have noticed that, in a beat, pea- 
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fowl invariably show alarm on the proxipaity of any of the cat tribe. 

My friend H s assured me that he has frequently been made 

aware of the approach of one of the large cats by a peculiar sharp 
knk, kuk, kuk, cry of alarm made by pea-fowL Leopards also prey 
on porcupines. 1 remember in the hilla finding a porcupine near the 
mouth of a leopard's den, eridently just killed, for it was yet bleeding 
at the throat. 

Leopards often take up their quarters in the hills under some pile 
of rocks and bushes close to a station, and every night prowl about 
the bouses, carrying off stray dogs and goats. A friend of mine at 
Kynee Tal was one evening returning home with his rifie on his 
shoulder, and when close to the station, his attention was attracted by 
his dc^, a setter, suddenly returning to him with his tail down and 
looking back, as if pursued by some creature. On carefully looking 
round, he observed the head of a leopard projecting from an over- 
banging rock above the footpath, his eyes glaring, and his whole 

attention still fixed on tbe dog. S d took a steady aim at the 

brute's bead, fired, and killed tbe beast on the spot. 

During the summer months, when the snow passes between the 
Himalayan range and Thibet are open, the Bhootias who inhabit the 
villages on the confines of our territory, bring down large herds of 
goats laden with salt, which they dispose of at Abnorah, Sirinugger, 
luid other towns, and return later in the season supplied with flour 
for their own use, and to barter with the Thibetans. Many of these 
osefol creatures fall a prey to prowling leopards, and it is nothing 
unusual for a party of traders to lose eight and ten of their goats in a 
single journey between the Neti Pass and Sirinugger. 

Leopards, like all the cat tribe, are dangerous when wounded or 
brought to bay. Two officers, to my knowledge, have been severely bitten 
and clawed at different times within a few miles of Almorah by wotmded 
leopards. Hill leopards are in the habit of ascending the high open 
ground above the forest in quest of burrel and thar (wild sheep and 
goats). They often stalk these animals by getting above them, and then 
gradually descending behind a ridge or some other cover till within 
springing distance. That the animals are often successful in their en- 
deavours to surprise such prey as I have jnst named, is proved beyond 
dispute by the amount of hair always observable in tbe leopard's ordnre. 

I have only once shot the hill leopard, and then, though mortally 
wounded, the beast managed to creep under some rocks, and the 



dbyGoogle 



72 THE GAME OF BENOAL. 

body was only recovered some weeks after when the skin was spoilt. I 
waa encamped at a place called Tappobun in Gurhwal, on the look- 
out for bears. One morning some of the villagers reported having 
seen a leopard in hroad daylight, Lying on a rock Banning himself near 
the bank of the river close by> and only a short distance from my tent 
This was most unusnal, but on proceeding to the spot I found his 
fresh tracks, and discovered a cave vrith a narrow entrance near where 
the animal had been seen, and which I waa certain was his hiding-place. 
That evening I had a goat tied np within short gun-shot range of 
the leopard's lair, and took up my position on a flat rock above. After 
waiting upwards of an hour, the bleating of the goat brought him 
out, but he was grovelling ao close to the ground that, in the long 
grass and nettles, I could with difficulty get a clear shot. Just as 
the brute was about to spring on his intended prey, I fired, and had 
the satisfaction of seeing him roll over apparently dead. I descended 
from my post, but on reaching the spot where I had expected to find 
the carcase, discovered to my disgust that he had succeeded in reaching 
his den by means of another entrance lower down which. I had not 
previously observed. There could be no doubt of this, for there were 
drops and patches of blood up to the very mouth of the hole. It 
was hard lines, but there was nothing to be done, for the entrance vras 
small, and the animal's den evidently extended some distance under a 
mass of huge boulders. I therefore gave it up aa a bad job. 

Two yeai's after I again visited that same village, and a man of the 
place, with whom I had made fHends, came in the evening to make 
his salaam, and the very first thing he told me was, that about two 
months after my former visit, one of the men of the village, passing 
near the leopard's cave, had observed the remains of a dead animal 
lying near the month, which proved to be a leopard, and donbUeas 
the same creature that I had fired at and wounded. He bad either 
come out to die (as some animals always do) or, as the nurator thought, 
had been washed out by a very heavy flood of rain. 

A deecription of black leopard is occasionally found in India, but 
very rarely. I have beard of it once in Gwalior, but never in Bengal 
Proper. The term in Hindustani for the leopard is ' tendooah,' but 
in £umaon, Gurhwal, and other hill provinces, the natives call the 
animal (erroneously I believe) * Inkhar bughar ; ' properly speaking, this 
title belongs to the hysena, and is the term by which that animal is 
known all over the North-Westem Provinces. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE SNOW LEOPARD (Fe& Uncia). 



How weJied the spotted beaatH of prey, 

Deep sleeping troca the &ce of day. — J0A41TIII UtU.HR. 



The Snow Leopard, called also the Ounce, is a Terj rare animal, only to 
be found in our territory among the high peaks and pasaea of the Hima- 
layas, and always in the vicinity of the snows. I once had a snow 
leopard cub tied up in my tent for upwards of a fortnight, and great 
indeed was my dieappointment when the young creature sickened and 
died, for I had fully determined that, be the coat what it might, it should 
be sent home to the Zoological Gardens. I beliere that it would have 
been considered a valnable acquisition, for I have never heard of such 
an animal having yet reached this conntry.' 

I will now relate the remarkable manner in which I became 
possesaed of this cub. In 1863 I had been upwards of a month in 
Thibet on a shooting expedition, and had been tolerably succeasful. 
I was quite by myself; a friend who had accompanied me over the 
Neti Pass had left me. The only human beings within many miles 
were a gang of some eight or ten Thibetana, living in one of their usual 
tattered tents, with their flocks and herds around them. I may 
mention e» patsant that recently, when travelling in Norway, I visited 
a party of Laplanders in the vicinity of Tromso, and was much struck 
with tbe strong resemblance these people bore in features, dress, and 
general appearance to the inhabitants of Thibet. The Laps, however, 
do not wear 'pig-taits.' One evening I aent my Bhootia shikary over 
to try and get some yak butter from these people; he returned in 
about an hour^a time with what I required, and caaually mentioned 

' I olMarretbat the 'Report' of the 2^1ogica1 Society of London, dftted April 39, 
1876, page 22, fully betn me out in this Ht»temeDt. 
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that the HooDiahs (as the Thibetans are sometimes called) had for sale 
the akin of a very handsome snow leopard, which they had recently 
killed. I was surprised to hear this, knowing that these people seldom 
nse fire-arma, but how else cotUd they have killed it? I wished to see 
the skin, though without the remotest idea of purchasing it, for I only 
value heads and skins that have come to me by my own ride. 

The following morning we happened, when starting in search of 
burrel, to pass the camp of the ' pig-tailed ' gentlemen, and I sent in 
a messf^ that I wished to see the skin they had for sale. Presently 
two men came out with the snow leopard's skin. It was a large one, 
and had been very handsome. It was of a light grey colour, with black, 
irregular spots ; there was a black line running lengthways over the 
hind quarters ; the hair was long on the neck, and the tail was remark- 
ably long, ringed with black, and black at the tip. I should say that 
- the animal when alive had been probably about the size of a panther, 
but on account of the careless manner of dressing the hide it was quite 
spoilt, the fur having come off in large patches. I could see no bullet 
holes, and desired one of my men to ask them how it had been shot. 
They replied that the animal had been killed by one of their party 
rolltag a stone down on it. I langhed and told them that I did not 
believe it. On this the elder of the two men told the whole story to 
my Bhootia, and he interpreted it to me in Hindustani. 

It appeared by the man's tale that tHe leopardess lived in a cave 
on an opposite range of hills with a pair of cubs, and for months past 
had given great annoyance to the Thibetans by continually carrying off 
their sheep and goats. One day one of their party coming along by 
chaiice over this range of hills, saw her lying out on a rock, basking in 
the sun at the mouth of the den, and fast asleep. The man rolled a 
large stone down with such accuracy that it struck the sleeping animal 
in the middle of the back, breaking its spine; he then descended and 
finished it with a short but heavy dhow knife that he had in his girdle. 
Such was the Hooniah's account^ and improbable as it at first appeared 
to be, I believed it, for in the centre of the skin, about the middle of 
the back, there was a . dork, congealed patch of blood, where the 
animal had evidently been much injured when alive, and the Hooniahs, 
without mjf asking them, pointed this out as the spot where the stone 
had struck the leopard. I did not think at the time of asking any 
questions about the cubs. 

Two days after, I was returning in the afternoon from an unsuc- 
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cessful day'8 sport. We (my two Bhootias and myself} had been out 
since dayUght, and &gged hard up hill and down dale, and were tired 
after oar exertions ; fatigne is always more felt when the ' bag ia empty,' 
80 we sat down to have a rest and a smoke. It happened to be on the 
summit of the very hill where the Hooniah had killed the leopard in 
the remarkable manner 1 hare related. While sitting down I noticed 
a pair of what appeared to be rarena swooping at something in the 
Talley below } they kept wheeling round and round, and striking at 
some animal, I thonght, in the grass. I imagined it to be a hare or 
marmot, and desired the younger of my two companions to go down 
and ascertain what it was. On reaching the spot I saw him stand 
amazed, and then eagerly make signals for us to come down. We 
accordingly descended, but before the spot was reached, a grey animal 
jumped np in the grass, and took refuge among some boulders. On 
reaching the place my man told me that it was a large cat, and pointed 
it out to us cronchiug under a rock. Directly the elder of the Bhootias 
saw the beast, he pronounced it to be the cub of a snow leopard, and 
then I remembered the Hooniah telling us about the pair of cubs. 
One of the men t«ok off a blanket he was wearing orer his shoulders, 
and after some trouble, in which all three of us got clawed, we managed 
to tie up our young friend in the folds of the blanket and carry h im 
home. It was about the size of a lynx, with large feet and broad head, 
of a dusky white colour, with irregular black spots. The animaJ was 
miserably thin, and had evidentiy been starring for days. He ate 
burrel flesh ravenously when placed in front of him, and clawed my dog 
across the face handsomely for attempting to get a share of the meat. 
I chained him up to the pole of the tent with my dog's chain and collar, 
and made him a bed of straw ; but he gave much trouble, especially on 
the march. However, in ten days he grew to be quite strong, slept 
day and night on my bed, and in time would doubtless have become 
quite tame. 

One day, however, on returning irom shooting, the cub lay dead, from 
what cause no one could or would explain, but I had a strong suspicion 
that he had been poisoned with some of my arsenical paste by one of 
the servants, to avoid the bother and trouble he gave to them all. 
However, this was only a suspicion, though there were grounds for 
supposing that the animal bad not died a natural death, as his body was 
much swollen and distended. As can easily be imagined, the death 
of my pot was a great disappointment to me. 
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Two gentlemen of ray ncquaintance once actnaliy came upon a snow 
leopard feeding on the carcase of a burrel which he had jnst pttlled 
down, but unfortunately they missed their ahots ; they cousoled them- 
eelvee however, by carrying off the slain barrel. I was one march 
behind them, and remember on arriving at the camping ground which 
the; had vacated the previous day, seeing the feet of the btirrel lying 
by the remains of their camp fire. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE RED LYNX (Felu caracai). 



Rennng like lynx's eyea. — Sbasspzabh. 



The Lynx, like the tiger, leopard, and others of the cat trihe, is nocturnal 
in its hahita, and is seldom shot, or even met with, in northern India. 
Thongh found in certain localities, it il decidedly a rare animal. Once 
only during my many wanderings and excursions have I seen one. 
It was in the Central Frorinces: one of my companions got a long 
shot, but unfortunately missed. 

The lynx when caught young can be reared without much trouble, 
and with care and kind treatment becomes exceedingly tame, and 

makes a good pet. My Mend H s had one for several years at 

Lnllutpore. 

I once came across the Thibet lynx (Felie ieaiielUna) — quite another 
variety from F. caracal, and equally rare — in 1863 when hunting' 
burrel, beyond British territory, and might have shot this uncommon 
animal, but for the stupidity of my followers. I will transcribe the 
occurrence from my journal. 

In July 1863, in company with two Bhootia shikaries, I was out 
one day on the look-out for burrel. Soon after we started we had the 
good fortune to discover a fine herd of the wild sheep feeding on ground 
exceedingly &vourable for a stalk, so that it required but little de- 
liberation to decide on the plan of operations. We could perceive by 
the aid of our glasses that the greater part of the herd were old 
females and young, which I seldom meddled with ; but there were, as 
is often the case, several young males, fiill-grown, and well worth the 
trouble of bringing to bag. We were favoured by the ground, and 
the wind was in the right direction, so that I had fully made up 
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TDj mind that at least one of the sheep, if oot two or three, Bhoald 
furnish OS with a sapper. 

We made a wide circuit, and approached the herd with all 
possible care ; but what was my surprise and di^n^t, on peeping 
over a certain bosh which I had marked as the spot from which to 
take my shots, to find the animals beating a retreat in a long line 
over an opposite hill. They were maMng oEf at a fast trot, and evidently 
had taken alarm at something or other. T tried to persuade myself that 
we had not been the cause of onr ill-snccesa, but what else could hare 
done the mischief in such an out-of-the way part P There must have 
been a watchfiil sentry that we had overlooked, who had given hia 
comrades a hint to be off, and that was the only conclusion we could 
come to. When the barrel were out of sight, we walked slowly forward 
to the spot where they had been feeding only a few minutes before, and 
quite by chance I almost put my foot on to a lamb about a month 
or sis weeks old, lying dead in the grass. The blood was yet flowing 
from a wound in it^ throat, evidently quite recently inflicted. I 
placed my hand on the body and it was warm. There had evidently 
been an opposition stalker at work, who had been beforehand and 
cut us out; but where was the gentleman? We looked round; the 
ground in the vicinity was covered with loose boulders and stones. I 
fiincied that between two rocks about sixty yards off, I could make out 
the hetkd of some animal looking attentively at us. 

Now, I have nowhere met with men gifted with keener eye-sight 
(accustomed as they are to this description of hunting) than the Bhootia 
shikaries who are in the habit of accompanying Englishmen on hunting 
trips into the wilds of Thibet. Generally speaking, they are to be 
trusted in scanning the face of an opposite hill or valley below, and if - 
burrel, or other animals are in sight, however motionless and well con- 
cealed they may be by the colour and shade of the ground, nine times 
out of ten one of these men will almost instantly detect them. I 
pointed out to my comrades this object Uke a head between the rocks, 
that had caught my eye, and appealed to them to decide if it 
was a living creature or the contrary. After a careless glance, they 
both shook their heads, remarking that it was nothing ; so I gave one 
of them my rifle, and throwing myself down, prepared for that usual 
soother to the feelings under adverse circumstaiices, a smoke, but 
hard luck was in store for me. Suddenly the younger of the two men 
thrust my rifle into my hand and clutched me by the shoulder. I 
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looked ronnd, and from behind the very two rocks, where a minute 
previously I had rightly imagined that I could make out the head of 
some aoimal intently gazing at us, a lynx was rapidly stealing off. 
Before I could recover myself, stand up, cock the rifle, and take a rapid 
aim, he had gained the brow of the hill, and was in the act of disap- 
pearing as I drew the trigger. Under the circumatances the shot was 
a good one, for the ballet struck the ground close to the animal, but 
a miaa is as good a« a mile, and though I ran forward in hopes of 
giving him a second barrel, I never saw the lynx again. I remember 
that I was very wrathful at this unlucky af&ir, and roundly upbraided 
my two companions on their carelesBuesB, and certainly they richly 
deserved the reprimand tbey received. As I have ah^ady mentioned, 
this ia the only instance that I ever came across the Thibet lynx, and 
few Indians of my acquaintance have had the luck to hag one. 

The general colour of the shin of the Thibet lynx much resembles in 
tint the coat of the animal it so frequently preys upon — the burrel. 

The tail is rather short and tipped with black. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
THE HUNTING LEOPARD ok CHEETAH {FtUt Jubdta). 

Oouclied low he lies, uid medilAtea the ftej. — Pofb. 



Dbscbiption. 

Ei-tr»m» Length— From 7 to 8 feet 

Seig/U~Fiom 2^ to 3 feet. 

Sead — Bound in shftpe. Ean short 

forfy— Slender in fonn. 

Xtmi*— Longer thun either pftuther or leopard ; claws only altghtlj letractile, and not 
BO shaip and ciured aa those of true cat 

General Colour — Light red on bock and aides, white below, Uuckly spotted with black, 
spots very distinct (more so tlian markings of leopard) and smalL 

Taii — Long, generall j carried cuiied at the tip. 

Hair — On neck rather long and bristlj, but can hardly be called a mane. The ftir is 
mther rough, and wanting the sleekness of true cat 

The Cheetah, though claaeed among the cats, differs from the rest of 
the feline race in one or two material points. It haa been described 
by some writers as the connecting link between the cat and dog. 
I have never seen the animal in its wild state, though it is hj no means 
uncommon in man; parts of India. A iriend of mine who was stationed 
for manj years in Bajpootana, informs me that when out pigsticking 
in the plains near Nmeerabad, cheetahs have frequently been put up 
and speared from horseback. 

He states that they give a short but very quick run, and when 
bronght to close quarters hare seldom been known to show fight ; but 
it was always considered prudent not to let a wounded cheetah get 
behind your horse, a£ cases hare been known of their springing on to a 
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horse's back after it has parsed by ; in which case a cheetah not only 
becomes an nglj customer to dispose of, but may inflict serions wounds 
on a valuable hunter, and utterly spoil bis uerres. 

My friend H s has constantly shot the cheetah in the Lullntpore 

district, when beating for big game. The animal, I have been informed, 
is generally to be found in rocky ravines where there is sufficient scrub 
end bush to afford concealment, seldom in very open country. 

As is well known, the cheetah is kept by rajahs and other rich 
natives for bunting antelope. It is a mistake, however, to imagine 
that the cheetah in its wild state chiefly preys on the common Indian 
antelope. He will certainly pull a black buck down, when the latter 
enters bush or graaa jungle, — the natnral haunt of the cheetah, — but 
he does not follow the antelope on to open flats or plains. The 
bush-loving chikarah, the four-homed deer, stray goate and sheep, form 
the cheetah's principal prey. 

The method of hunting antelope with the cheetah, as practised 
in India, has so often been described that I will only briefly allude 
to it. A party of us, mounted on horseback, went out at the invitation 
of a native rajah near Benares to witness a hunt. A pair of cheetahs, 
in a flat cart drawn by bullocks, were chained up, with collars on, and 
hooded. We soon found a herd of antelope, among them four or five 
bucks, at which to loose the cheetahs. The antelopes were tame enough, 
and allowed us to approach within 300 yards or so, when we came to 
a halt. The keepers then let loose one of the bunting leopards, a male, 
and the creature seemed te know perfectly well what his duties were, 
for immediately his hood was taken off, and the collar chain unfastened, 
his eyes were riveted on the antelopes, now risen to their feet, and 
staring at us. He at once commenced approaching them, almost in a 
direct line, not taking advantage of some sand hills to conceal his stalk, 
aa he might have done, but grovelling and crouching close to the 
ground. That the antelope saw their enemy was evident, but instead of 
making ofi', they appeared to be either paralysed from fear or wrapped in 
curiosity, till they allowed him to approach within springing distance. 
Then, as the foolish creatures turned to flee, the cheetah made two or 
three bounds forward, and vrith extraordinary speed pulled down, not a 
buck as we had hoped and had been told he would do, but a poor old 
doe with a young one at her heels. We galloped up, but it was too 
late to save the poor creature. The cheetah had already buried his 
teeth in her throat. He glared and growled at his keeper in a sava^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



82 THE GAME OF BENGAL. 

manner vrhen pulled off the carcase bj his collar, and I imagine it 
would have been dangerous for a straoger to have meddled with him. 
We had no further eport, and one and all agreed that, though the 
spectacle was worth seeing just for once in a waj, there was nothing 
much in it &om a sporting point of view. 

Cheetah-hunting is probably to be seen to the greatest advantage 
at Baroda, where it is carried on in a far more scientific stjle than I 
have above described. What I have related is merely from personal 
experience. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 
THE INDIAN BLACK BEAR (Urtuilabidtw). 



Id the night, imagining some fear, 

How eae; is a bush auppoa'd a bear. — Shakspklbb. 



Dbsghittioii'. 

Sj-ireme Lmigth — From 5^ to 6j feet, both sexes much about the same size. 

Height— Z\ to SJ feet 

iTeinJ— Bold about the fece, the lower part of which is a diogy while colour ; lips 
large and coarse ; ean nther abort and round at the tdpe i ejee small. 

Neck — Short. Shoulders high. Hur of a black colour, coaru and thaggy. Very long 
above neck, and over fore part of body, a dingj white mark on cheet, as also on tips of 

Limb* — Rather short, thick, and muscular, fore lege rather bow-shaped. 
Feet laige, soles bote, armed with very large, curved, non-retractile claws. 
Tail short. 

In general appearance the most unwieldy of all the Ursidee femil;.' Nearly always 
more or leae mangy about stomach and lower ports. 

This bear I have only met with in the Central Prorinces, Bundelknnd, 
and Gwalior ; hut I helieve it is also to he found in the hills of the 
Madras Presidency, as well as in many parts of Bombay, where low 
ranges of mountains occur, covered with rocks and scrub jungle, and 
where the animal can conceal itself during the day in deep caves. 

Bears are, generally speaking, inhabitants of very cold countries, ^ 
such as Russia, Norway and Sweden, and the Arctic Regions, bat Ursua ' 
laindtus is an exception to this rule, for he is constantly to be found 
in the very hottest parts of India. I need hardly mention that the 
different species of the Ursid^ family inhabiting cold climates hyber- 

' Aa Shakspc&re saye of bean, ' They are Ul-^TOured rough things,' 
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nate, or lie dormant in their dena daring the rigonrs of winter. I am 
Qnable to state for certain whether IFrtus lahtdtv* is given to this practice 
or not, but I imagine that he is an exception to the rule, and does not 
hybernate. 

I believe that this black bear has never been accosed of killing 
. goats, sheep &c., for food. Undoabtedly the Himalayan species 
frequently does so. In my nnmerons expeditions and sporting trips, 
involving constant association with native shikaries, I never once heajd 
such a thing stated, and TTrtva labidtitt can hardly therefore be included 
among the camiTora. In fact, though continually hunted and bullied 
by sportsmen, he is, generally speaking, a Tery harmless creature. Hia 
principal food is wild fruit, such as the mango and mowah (especially 
the latter), various berries, sugar cane, if growing near his baants ; also 
various kinds of insects, such as centipedes, spiders, beetles, ants, espe- 
cially the white ant, and honey when he can get at a bees' nest. I 
have more than once seen an old bear, just after dayUght, hard at 
work with his huge curved claws, scooping out the nests of the white 
ant, and although the ground is oiten as hard as iron, he makesprodigioua 
holes. Another favourite amusement, or rather occupation, when he 
is in quest of food, is turning over loose stones in search of insects. 

I once shot one thus occupied, after watching him for fully a quarter 
of an hour at his work. He turned the stenes over with ease and by a 
single effort of his huge paw — some of them large flat slabs, deeply 
sunk into the ground — and immediately licked up whatever ' delicacy ' 
tiiere might be underneath. It was just about sunrise in the middle 
of the hot season ; I had been quite unable te sleep from the terrible 
heat of a fearfully close, muggy night, and so about four o'clock took 
my rifle and, in company with an orderly, clambered up a rocky hill 
near my tent, where a pair of bears were said to be. We took np a 
position above some caves, in hopes that when daylight came we might 
cateh * Mr. Bear and his wife ' as they returned from their nightly rounds. 
There was not a breath of air, and the rocks on which we were sitting 
were still vrarm {h>m the hot blasts of the previous day. Having waited a 
full half-hour, my companion got impatient, and asked leave to be allowed 
te go higher up the hill and have a look around. I consented. He re- 
. turned in a few minutes full of excitement ; he hod seen a bear in a valley 
below, but on the opposite side of the hill; and this was the gentleman 
I have already described as turning the stones over. We manii^ed te 
descend without being seen, so busy was the animal at his work, and 
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crept up witliiii eas; rifle shot. After we had waited some minntes, 
poor * Blialoo ' seemed to tliink it was time to be away home, and 
commenced making ofi', when I bowled him over with a bnllet through 
the neck, which killed him instantly. 

Sitting up before eunrise over caverns and dena is a common way 
of shooting beara ; but although I have very often tried it, this was the 
only time I was repaid for turning out so early, and then the bear was 
not killed retoming to hie lair, but waa discovered quite by chance, as 
just related. This reminds me of a most absurd occurrence that 
happened many yeara f^. 

I had been peranaded by a village ahikary to get up very early and 
sit up over aome caves on the brow of a hill, where he aasnred me an old 
Beech (as the jungle tribes of the Central Provinces sometimes call the 
black bear) had resided for years. My companion informed me that 
he waa a 'bfirha,' or old gentleman, who lived quite by himself, — 
probably an old bachelor — I had twice previously gone through the 
performance of sitting over this very spot, in hopes of intercepting 
this bear, but with no luck, and this was the third and last time. 
There were so many caves and holes in the hUl — a regular honeycomb, 
in fact — that my companion was puzzled where to post me to the best 
advantage, and finally, after some deliberation, decided on the very 
highest point of the hill, from whence I could see in every direction. 
There we sat hour after hour, and I suppose from previous disappoint- 
ments I waa not sufficiently vigilant. As day began to break we beard 
the loud cry of a hyeena as he retired to his lair, and the calls of 
numerous peafowl in the valley below. Suddenly my excitable com- 
panion clutched me by the aim, quite startling me, and throwing me 
off my balance, and whispered ' Beech, Sahib, Beech.' (A bear, sir, a 
bear t), pointing at the same time down the hill behind us. By the 
time, however, that I had turned round ready for a shot, it was too 
late; for all that I beheld vms a glimpse of the huge 'posterior' of 
the bear, as he was in the act of disappearing into one of the numerous 
entrances of his csve : ao we were regularly done, and went home 
disconsolate. 

One word more on the subject of sitting up for bears. The sports- 
mtm should bear in mind when choosing a position that his post is not 
accessible from above. 

Some few years back a gentleman in the Civil Service was severely 
hurt by neglecting this precaution. 
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I will relate the storj as told to me. R 1 of the Bnrvey, and 

S g of the Civil Service, one eveoing late in the month of April, 

agreed to sit up for bears, which were known to inhabit some hills near 
a village named Sitapar, in the Kirwee district. 

Their positions were about 500 yards apart, B 1 in a machan 

built in a tree near the head of a pass, commanding a good view of a 
path, along which * Bhaloo ' would probably come, and also overlooking 
both banks of the ravine. 

S g posted himself nearer the caves where the bears were said 

to be, on a kind of spur projecting from a hill, and overlooking a pool 
of water. 

The latter had not been long in his place when he saw two or three 
bears making straight towards him from the hill side above. One came 
on along the crest of the spur, and continued to advance towards 

S g, till quite close up. S g gave the brute both barrels, and 

in stooping for his second rifle either slipped or was pushed by the bear 
over the edge of the rock on which he was standing, and fell down 
among the boulders below. 

B 1 who had heard the shots and a native shouting for help, on 

reaching the spot, foaud S g lying severely hurt, at the foot of the 

rock ! his collar-bone was broken, and he was very severely bruised, 
having fallen over twenty feet. 

The wounded bear fell over the other side of the spur, and was never 
seen again. 

Bears, I believe, nearly always hare two cubs at a time, sometimes 
oul^ one. X had often been told by natives tliat an old she-bear with 
young ones, when in danger and beating a retreat, will put her cnbs on 
her neck and shoulders and carry them there ; and this I can assert 
to be perfectly true ; for in my last shooting trip with the late Captain 

B 8 of my regiment, and H s, in the Lullntpore jungles, the 

latter shot a she-bear, driven towards us by beaters, and endeavouring 
to escape, with a very small cub buried in the matted hair of her neck. 
The beaters reported having seen a second cub j only one, however, was 
secured. 

The black bear if left unmolested is, usually speaking, a harmlees 
creature enough; bnt I have known many exceptional cases when, 
withont being provoked or molested in any way, a bear has attacked 
and severely injured natives. A very remarkable instance occnrreil in 
the hot weather of 1872 in the jungle I have so often mentioned, viz. : 
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LoUutpore, when in comptm; with my friend H B of the police. 

We were retnming earlj in Jane, from the Bijawur country, haringf 
met with very fair sport. I transcribe the bag bom my o]d game 
register: 

'Four tigers, two bears, seven saraber, two cheetul, one four- 
homed antelope, one hytena, four black buck, four chikarah, and two 
wild boars — total twenty-seven head.' 

As it was evident by the masses of clouds collecting in every quarter 
that the rains were close at hand, we had agreed to finish off by 
looking up a pair of bears concerning whom we several times had 
received 'khubber' (or intelligence). Accordingly we made a couple 
of marches, and pitched our tents near a river (the name of which I 
cannot remember), and within a mile of the place where the bears were 
said to be. Oar camp was in dangerous proximity to several hnge 
bees* nests, hanging down from some ateep clifb bordering the river, and 
only fifty or sixty yards from our tents. Strict orders were given to our 
camp followers that no one was to approach or to irritat« in any way 
these dangerous insects, as we well knew what terrible creatures these 
wild bees are to meddle with, and the disastrous results of human beings 
molesting or even approaching their nests. 

But I am digressing. We could get no certain information where 
the bears' caves were, so agreed to assemble thirty or forty men, 
and drive the neighbouring bills and valleys. Now in that part of 
the country villages were few and far between, and we could not 
collect more than eight or ten men fr^m each miserable group of huts, 
called a village, so we had some trouble in getting sufficient coolies 
together for onr purpose. 

The evening previous to the intended hunt H- s sent out four 
of his pohcemen with orders that they were each to go to such and 
such a vill^e and come back early the following morning with as 
many men as they could get. As these policemen would have to pass 

through portions of forest and jungle after dark, H s very properly 

ordered (as usual on these occasions) that each man should take his 
loaded musket, to protect himseK if necessary from any wild animal 
he might meet with. We retired to rest as usual, and, as it was 
fearfully hot, agreed to sleep out in the open. I awoke very early, 
had drunk my usual cup of tea, drawn on my pantaloons and boots, 

and was busily occupied in my ablutions. E s was still seemingly 

fast asleep, although his old bearer had l>een going on, < Sahib, Sahib, 
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panch baja liai,' (meaning that it was fiye o'clock) for the last quarter 
of an hour. All of a sudden I ceased rubbing myself with a towel, 
perfectly astounded at a most hideous outcry from I do not know how 
many voices, and seemingly only a short distance off. I could hear 
among others, cries of ' A bear, a bear !' and then a loud ' Ow, Ow, Ow.' 
I recognised the latter at once ; there could be no mistaking it ; it was 
very certain there was mischief going on, and Bruin concerned in It. 
Hastily drawing on a shirt, I seized the rifle lying loaded under my bed, 
and in company with half a dozen servants and others, ran as fast as 
possible in the direction of the uproar, which had now nearly ceased, 
my companion promising to follow. The first person we came to was 

one of H $' policemen, a great fellow, but a man we had often 

suspected of being anything bnt a ' brave ' ; he was rolling on the 
ground, howling with pain, his clothes much torn, and his arm bleeding 
from some rather deep scratches, but otherwise not much hurt; ao 
leaving a man to take chaise of him to camp, we went on in the 
direction whence we had heard numerous voices. About fifty yards 
further, we came to a solitary tree with eight or ten natives sitting in 
the branches. It was a kind of sycamore with very light bark, and on 
approaching I was horrified at seeing a stream of blood ninning down 
the stem of the tree. A poor fellow with his leg terribly torn about the 
calf, was being supported bj three others. I immediately ordered 
them to lower bim gently down, and as he reached our arms he 
fainted. There wa^ water close by, to the edge of which I carried 
him, and ordered some of those around to pour water over bis temples, 
while I made a hasty bandage with my bearer's puggree to stop the 
bleeding. The wounded man soon revived, and having sent for a bed 
from our camp, we carried him there, dressed the wound — a very severe 
one — properly, and two hours afterwards started the patient, carried 
by six men, for the Lullntpore hospital, where he soon recovered. 

The next thing was to hold a ' court of inquiry ' on the whole 
business. The policeman made ont ' that two bears attacked them 
as they were returning from their expedition in the dark, and that 
he was knocked over, and knew nothing more.' But among the poor 
vill^ers there were three or four very intelligent men, who were afraid 
to speak out in the presence of the policeman ; bnt on giving them a 
second hearing we soon extracted from them what had really happened, 
which was as follows. The whole party, numbering ten or a dozen 
men, left their village about three o'clock, when it was quite dark, the 
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poUceman with his loaded musket leading the way. They had arrived 
within a qaarter of a mile of the camp, and were walking in single file 
through a rather dark clump of hushes, following a well-beaten path, 
when they all of a eudden foond themselvea confronted by two hears 
coming from the opposite direction. The policeman, instead of showing 
a good example, threw away his muBket and bolted down the side of 
the hill, and as he did bo, one of the brutes made a blow at him 
with its paw, grazing his arm and tearing his clothes as I havo 
described. The unfortunate coolies, deserted by their cowardly pro- 
tector, and with nothing in their hands to defend themselveB, naturally 
took to their heels; t^is same bear, evidently a vicious one, after 
them. There was only one tree near; they all attempted to climb 
np it at the same time, and all but one succeeded before the hear reached 
the foot. As this unfortunate was being dragged up by his companions 
— some of whom attempted to keep the brute off by shonting — the 
hear caught him with its paws, bit him through the calf of the leg, 
and passed rapidly on. Now all this was occasioned by the cowardly 
conduct of the policeman.' Had the fellow stood his ground like a man, 
shouted, or even fired hia musket, the chances are tea to one that the 
bears would have taken to their heels ; but it is the same with all 
brutes : though by instinct they fear human beings, still when they see 
a man run away from them they fully comprehend the advantage gained, 
and gathering courage, proceed to further measures. There is not a 
surer way of bringing a wild animal, be it a tiger, panther, or in iact 
any savage beast, on to the top of you, than by running away. The 
policeman was fonnd guilty, and sent home in disgrace. However, he 

deserved his punishment, and as H s remarked, it was a very good 

test what the man was worth. 

Two days after we had our revenge. I was unwell, but H s 

sat up over the cave into which these two bears had been marked 
dovm : just before dark they came out and squatted at the mouth of 
their den, offering a fine chance. He killed one, and wounded the other 
most severely ; but unfortunately the second one was not brought to bag. 

I have been told by native hunters that they have seen a bear 

> Shakapeare saya with trudi, and his lines apply not only to the boar, but t« all wild 

To fiy the boar, before the hoar pursue, 
Were to iDcenee the boar to follow us, 
And make pursuit when he did meau no cbas 
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Btruck by a bullet stuff groBs into the wound to stop the bleeding when 
making off: this sounds improbable. The moat deadly place to shoot 
a bear (except through the bead, which, of coarse, drops any animal) 
is in the white patch on the chest. Often the brute, hearing your ap- 
proach., and not having made out whether you are friend or foe, stands 
up on his hind lege to have a better look, and then the white crescent 
offers a fine mark to aim at. If struck within that white mark, the 
animal nearly always drops dead on tiie spot. Through, or behind 
the shoulder, are also good places to plant a ballet, but an old bear 
will take any amount of lead in the stern, and make off. The eyesight 
of these animals is by no means good, but their hearing is tolerably 
keen, and sense of smell very powerful ; so in stalking one, be careful 
about the wind, or you will assnredly be discoTered. 

Kemember always, if possible, in approaching a bear, to get above 
him to take your shot, and then yon are comparatively safe ; for if 
the creature attempts to come up hill, he affords a chance which can 
hardly be missed, whereas firing at a bear from below is dangerous, 
for it is aatoniahing how quickly they can come down hill. I have 
never been charged by the Indian black bear, though I have been 
by the Himalayan species — an anecdote hereafter to be related — but 
it is very cert^ they will occasionally charge in a very savage manner. 
I know of two Englishmen and a great number of natives who have 
been mauled by fie Indian bear. Bears, if they make good their 
charge, almost invariably strike a man in the face ; and it can easily 
be imagined what fearful punishment they can inflict, famished as 
they are by nature with such powerful muscular arms, and terrible 
curved claws. I have seen poor fellows fearfully disfigured and muti- 
lated by a single blow from the paw of a bear. A shikary named 
Dhun Singh, a native of Lullutpore, who was a most enthusiastic fol- 
lower of the chase, and always joined our shooting party in the hot 
weather months, had by a single blow from the fore paw of a bear been 
disfigured for life in an instant, and left senseless on the field. He 
was afterwards such an awful object, that I never could look at him 
without shuddering. 

It is a very common thing to read in books, and to hear people 
speak of a bear's hug ; in fact, the expression is proverbial. The 
animal, I believe, is supposed to be in the habit of squeezing a man to 
death. ' Eaielng itself on to its hind feet, it squeezes its enemy be- 
tween the fore legs,' says one writer. American bears may act thus. 
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tbougli I imagine it is not the case. Our bears ia India certainly, 
to the best of m; knowledge, never attempt such a tbing. They strike 
witb tbeir fore paws, or draw a man towards them, to bite him through 
the face or arm, but there is no squeezing or hugging. I have pat 
this question over and over again to natives who have lived among 
bears all their lives, and have invariably received a reply in the nega- 
tive. When in Norway, I also made enqniriea on this point, and my 
opinion was confirmed there by several old bear hunters whom I con- 
sulted. The Norwegians affirm, that U. arctos when provoked, is a 
dangerous animal to cope with, but that he never attempts to hag, or 
squeeze a man, but strikes him in the face with his paw. 

Although the bear is an awkward brute both in appearance and 
manner of shuffling along, it is extraordinary at what a pace he gets 
over rongh gronnd, as will soon be discovered by anyone on foot at- 
tempting to follow him up when he is alarmed and making off. 
After sleeping all day, he emerges from his den in quest of food just 
as darkness ia coming on, issuing forth without making the slightest 
noise, and generally squate at the mouth of it for a few minutes before 
sallying forth on his rounds : he then almost invariably makes straight 
for water. 

Though, generally speaking, these animals are nocturnal in their 
habits, and are back in their caves before the sun is high, yet in out- 
of-tlie-way places, where they are not hunted or disturbed, I have seen 
them out much later, especially in dull cloudy weather, or after a 
thunder storm. Perhaps the rumbling in the skies awakens and disturbs 
them. In the rainy season they constantly remain out in the forests 
during* the day, but though the hunter comes across their unmistak- 
able tracks, the grass and jnngle is then so high and thick that they 
are not often seen. Moreover, at that time of the year, the forests 
begin to get unhealthy, and few sportsmen care to be out. 

Generally speaking, the Indian bear is not so &.t or in such good 
condition as his hill brother, which is not to be wondered at, consider- 
ing that the former inhabits the veiy hottest parts of India while the 
latter's habitat is among hills often of great elevation, and in a cli- 
mate and temperature exactly the contrary to that which U. lahidtvs is 
compelled to endure. Consequently through the intense ' grilling ' 
the Indian bear yearly undergoes, not so much fat is to be got from 
his carcase as from that of U. Tibetdmta. There is a certain amount of 
bear's fat usually foimd between the animal's hide and the flesh, but 
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by far the most and best bear's grease ia obtained from about the 
creature's bowels in certain places that natives know where to look for 
it. I haTe procured as many as eleven bottles of grease &om a single 
Himalayan bear, but never remember getting more than four from ttie 
bear of the plains. This grease is well worth keeping and preserving, 
as it is useful for many purposes, and sells for one or two rupees a 
bottle. The skin of Xfrtut labidtut is very coarse, and does not make 
nearly such a good mg as that of the hill species ; moreover it ia one 
of the moat difficult to dty and preserve that I know of. 

Bears are cunning enough to shake the boughs of mangoe trees 
not strong enough to bear their weight, to make the fruit fall ; they 
then descend to devour what has dropped. 

Natives affirm that bears are immensely fond of honey, and will 
persist in storming a bees' nest, in spite of thousands of bees settling 
on their faces and stinging them. If the nest is in a position pos- 
sible to be got at, they say that ' Bhaloo ' nearly always makes good 
his assault, and retires glutted and smeared with honey. This ia all 
hearsay, but I believe it to be true. 

The Indian bear ia easily tamed, but makes a clumsy and trouble- 
some pet. British soldiers often have one chained up near the barracks. 
I remember hearing of an amusing occurrence at one of our Bengal 
stations many years ^o. A gallant European regiment, with rather 
a peppery colonel, was formed up one morning in readiness for the usual 
drill. Juat as the commandant galloped up at one end of the parade 
ground, the pet bear of the regiment came shuffling across from the 
opposite direction. The colonel's horse took fright at the brute, and 
in a loud voice the rider called out to the sergeant-major to drive the 
animal away ; but the bear was full of play, bounded about through 
the ranks, first here, then there, tiU the men were in fits of laughter, 
and their commander in a towering pasaion ; at last fonr buglers had 
to assist the sergeant-major to capture the animal^ and lead him back 
to the barracks. 

Natives constantly bring bears round to exhibit sundry tricks and 
performances, such aa dancing, wrestling with a man, and ao on. Theae 
dancing bears nearly always have their teeth and claws drawn, a great 
piece of cruelty which should he stopped. 

I have known elephants steady enough with tigers, that' could 
hardly be brought to face a hear ; and horses often exhibit great fear 
on viewing the animal, though bears not unfrequently have been 
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speared from on horseback by Englishmen. I shall never forget the 
fright a horse of mine, named * Fiddle,' got one dark night in the hot 
weather, from what we supposed was a bear. 

The affiiir happened thna. I had received news from a native friend 
residing in^Scindiob's country, near AumOla on the banks of the Scinde 
river, that a pair of panthers, and several stag samber, driven by the 
intense heat from the neighbouring hills, had taken up their quarters 
among the patches of willow, grass, and jungle skirting the river, and 
that if I would come out, he would provide beaters for a ' hank.' A 
friend stationed at Jhanaie at once accepted my invitation to accom- 
pany me. We had little difficulty in obtaining ten days' leave, and 
having sent oa our traps three days before, and then laid out two 
horses on the Seepree road, we ourselves started to drive out the forty 
miles' journey in my dog-cart. 

It was a bright moonlight night when, after dining at mess, we 
lit our cheeroots, and made a start. Onr first horse was a borrowed 
one, and he got throngh his share of the journey, some twelve miles, 
in good style. We found the change horse ready waiting under a 
.thick burgot tree. This animal was hired for the occasion from a 
Farsee merchant, and though his action, from a screwed 1^, was 
awkward in appearance, he was a good one to go, and speedily rattled 
us over the second stage of sixteen miles. So far things had gone 
well, and we had only some ten more miles to get through to reach 
Aumfila, where onr jonrney ended. Unfortunately, however, this last 
stf^e was by far the worst of the three, though the distance was 
shorter than usual, for we had driven the hired horse three miles 
beyond the ordinary changing place. Yet the wretched state of the 
nnbridged, sandy road, made the work heavy and laborious for the 
horse, and knowing, from previous expeditions, that this was the case, I 
had reserved my gallant stud-bred — he with the fiddle-head — to pull 
ns through this difficulty. 

By the time we had got him into the trap, the moon had got so 
low that my companion remarked, it would be as well to light up. I 
struck a match and opened one of the lamps, when to my disgust I 
found a mere stump of a candle, not more than an inch or two in height, 
and the corresponding lamp proved to be in a similar state. Turning 
wrathfully to the syce and demanding an explanation of his care- 
lessness in not placing fresh candles, I found him, like the generality 
of native servants, ready with an excuse. ' He had been sent on in front 
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the previous evening ; how coald he see whether on starting the can- 
dles had been renewed P ' and so on ! It was no nse grambling, ao 
having lit the stumps of candles, we got nnder wa; again. At first 
the road was good enough; but ae we approached the flat-topped 
range of hills skirting the Scinde river, through which the track wound, 
things did not improve, and the springs of the ' turn turn ' were more 
than once severely tried as we jolted and bumped across nullahs and 
fords. Still we made progress, till at length the roar of the Scinde 
could be heard in the distance. 

Within a short mile of the river the road descended through a 
deep goi^e, with high banks, covered with bushes and jungle on 
either side, and so narrow that the branches of trees banging over, 
often scraped our hats. As we approached the very worst bit of road, 
as a matter of course, the lamps went oat with a flare and a sputter 
and we were left almost in total darkness. There was nothing to be 
done but to allow the horse to pick his own way slowly and surely. All 
of a sudden our nag came to a halt at the bottom of a ravine, 
snorted, and commenced pushing the cart back. Imagining that 
there was something lying in the road barring the way, I gave the 
reins to my companion, jumped down, and went up to the horse's 
bead. There appeared to be nothing so far as I could see, to 
prevent our advance, and I began patting bim, and then for the 
flrst time noticed that he was trembluig all over, — and still backing. 
I was about to remark ' he must be ill,' when my companion suddenly 
exclaimed, 'Take care; there is something moving in the b;uhes 
above you.' 

This was pleaoant, certainly, and I did not like it. We had no arms 
with us of any kind, and if we had had gun, rifle, or pistol, they 
could have been but of little service in such a state of almost pitch 
darkness. I stood close in with my back to the cart ; there was not 
a breath of wind, and all was again silent, though a moment before 
something had unmistakably moved in the jangle above within a few 
yards of us, and as I could not help thinking just at an inviting dis- 
tance for a spring. 'See if you can find a stone," presently remarked 
my friend in a whisper. I put down my hand and got hold of a lamp 
of ' kunkuT,' and threw it in the direction of the suspected danger : 
immediately there was a rush of some heavy animal retreating, which 
made the horse rear up in the shafts. Again I threw clods of earth, 
and we shouted as loud as we could ; nothing further was heard, and 
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after a deal of patting and persuading, the good horse resnmed his 
course, and we reached Aumdla in safety. 

The natives told aa the following morning that a pair of bears &om 
a neighbouring hill not unfreqnentlj crossed this road at night, on 
their way to and from the river; but panthers and leopards, occa- 
sionally a tiger, were also in the neighbourhood, and it was possible 
enough that one of the big cats had been lying in wait by the roadside, 
on the look-out for a stiuy bullock or horse coining along : or it may 
hare only been a mangy hyeena after all that had so disconcerted ns. 

In America the flesh of the bear is considered fit for human food ; 
in fact, we constantly read about bear hams, but the only people I have 
ever known eat bear's flesh in India are the Saharias of Bundelkund, 
and they, I believe, will eat anything, for I have actually known them 
devour a hyaena. I have never met or heard of a European who 
woiUd make the experiment of having a piece of bear's flesh cooked for 
his dinner, though I imagine it cannot be so very unpalatable. Once 
when in company with a brother ofiBcer on a shooting trip near Mussoorie 

1 happened to shoot a bear, and reminded my friend, just as a group of 
pakariea (hitlmen) were taking the skin off, that I had heard him say 
he would not mind trying a piece of bear's flesh, and that now was his 

time to pick out a ' tit-bit.' G s, however, on viewing the sinewy 

carcase of the poor bear — not unlike in sliape a short, thick-built man 
— shook his head, and declined to try the experiment. 

I have said that the extreme length of the Indian bear is from o^ 
to 5 j feet, but I once shot one larger than this, for he measured 6 feet 

2 inches, an unusual size for Ursus labidtiia. He was, moreover, very 
thick in proportion. I will conclude this chapter with an account of 
how this bear was ba^ed. 

It was in the hot season of 1870, that I sallied out in company 
with a friend in the Boyal Scots at Jhansie, for ten days* shooting. 

I must mention that, a few months before, I bad made friends with 
a sporting Thakoor, living near Aumdla on the Scinde river, and he 
had promised to let me know, when the hot weather had set in, if any 
tigers, panthers, or bears came into the neighbourhood of his village. 
He kept his word, for one morning I received a letter informing me 
that a pair of tigers had been killing bullocks on the banks of the 
Scinde, and that if I came out sharp with two or three other Sahibs, 
he thought we might beat the royal pair out, and have some sport. 
I could only, however, persuade one friend to accompany me. The 
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weatber at the time, the first week in June, was certainly ancom- 
fortablj hot, and this deterred others from joinings na. 

We reached Aamdla in safety, and pnt np in a small bungalow 
close to the bank of the rirer. The Tbakoor came to make bis salaam 
early next morning, and after a lengthened consultation we agreed to 
have a big hankwa the following day. However, Inck was against 
us, and though fresh traces of the tigers were numerous, we never 
caught a glimpse of them. My friend kil^ a panther by a most ex- 
traordinary good shot, and I bagged a mangy hyeena, and that was all 
after three days' hard work. 

The hyaena I killed from a machiin. After sitting up for many 

hours, with I n over a dead bullock (which had evidently been killed 

by a very large panther or a tiger) we had given up all hope and 
were preparing to descend the tree and return home, when a rolling 
stone on the opposite hill followed by a rustling in the bnshes, raised 
our expectations from the lowest ebb to the opposite extreme ; another 
movement lower down, when, to onr disgust, instead of a splendid 
royal tiger, a sneaking, dirty hyiena slowly emerged. He was allowed 
five minntes to enjoy his last meal, and then a two-ounce ball rolled 
him over. 

The next day, with the aid of a basket fall of fireworks we drove an 
old bear out of his den, and most certainly he should have been ba^ed ; 
but the powder was not straight, and though very severely wounded, he 
escaped. In the evening of the same day we were returning home to- 
wards sunset, tired and disconsolate, both on horseback, with the coolies 
straggling along behind us. A few hundred yards to our left was a 
hill, quite by itself, with a bumt-up level plain all round. I should say 
this hill was about half a mile long at the base. The side facing us was 
flat, sloping gradually to the base from a rocky ridge which ran along 
the summit, and about half-way up there was a step or terrace, on 
which grew four large mango trees covered with fruit. My tyce, a 
very sharp-eyed man, whose keen vision bad been the cause of many a 
poor black buck coming to grief, presently came running up, and 
pointing towards the bill said, 'Sahib, what animal is thatP' We 
came to a sudden halt, and, after gazing half a minute in the direction 
in which the man pointed out a certain black mass under the mango 
trees, we both exclaimed almost simultaneously, ' By Jove, a bear ! ' 
There was little time to make arrangements (the sun was already low 
down), so we held a hurried consultation. We happened to have two 
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or three hog-apears with na, for I often distributed spears among the 
beaters. 

Mj 'friend, a great ht^-hunter, proposed that the coolies ahoiild 
drive the bear down the hill on to the plain, and that we should then 
apear him, but I objected, knowing full well for one thing that directly 
my pony saw a bear, he would certainly bolt in exactly the opposite 
direction. Not ao, I argued ; we will first hare ' a shoot ' at the brute,, 
and then yon may spear him if you can. At length he asked me 
to make an arrangement for a beat, and as the Thakoor had gone 
home, and there waa no one present capable of forming a plan, I did 
my best under the circumstances. I told the coolies — they were only 
twelve or fifteen in number — that they were to gain the back of the hill, 
as quickly aa possible, by a detour, extend in a line with the flanks 
well forward, and then come over the brow, and by shouting and rolling 
down stonea, drive the beaat to the place I pointed out to them where 
the guns would be stationed.' While yet explaining what they were to 
do, a second bear was aeen descending from the trees, an^ both ap- 
peared to be hard at work devouring the fruit, which I daresay they 
had shaken down. 

We put our ponie^s behind some bushes, and advanced carefully. 
I placed my friend near the right of the base of the hill, and myself 
about three or four hundred yards from him to the left. The mango- 
trees, beneath which the bears were feeding were iome little distance up 
the slope of the hill, and we agreed before parting that if the brutes 
took down the hill to the right, I was to run aa hard aa I could in that 
direction, to be in time to get a shot when they reached the open 
plain ; if to the left, my friend waa to oroaa over and afford me 
support. Most lucidly, about the last thing i did was to place a 
boy who waa with me, on the branch of an old tree about a hundred 
yarda from my poat ; he waa only some fifteen or twenty feet from the 
ground, but was quite high enough to be able to eee which way the 
bears might take. 

I had not been in my place many miputes when X saw sundry black 
heads bobbing about on the brovv qf the hiU againat the sky ; and 
presently a volley of stones, followed by a ahont from the beaters, and 
an angry growl in return from the Bhdloos, told us that the fun had 
commenced. 

Immediately after, I caught sight of a black object rapidly making 
its way towards the right in the direction of my ally ; so catching up 
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my rifle, I started running in his direction b.b fast as I could put legs 
to the ground. I had passed the tree in which the boy was posted, 
when I heard him shouting to me to stop, and on my pulling np he 
told me that the bears had changed their course, and were now coming 
back along the base of the bill directly towards me. I listened, and 
in a few moments the cracking of sticks and rustling in the bushes 
made me aware that they were approaching. Presently they came 
close past, and as luck would have it T got a good view of one as he 
scrambled over some flat rocks, and immediately fired. A deep groan 
followed, and we heard the beast roll down the side of the hill several 
yards. When my friend had joined me, we oarefully advanced and 
found this fine bear lying dead. The shell from my rifle bad struck him 
on the shoulder and made a fearful wound. The other bear broke bock 
through the coolies, and made his escape. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE HIMALAYAN BLACK BEAR (Una, TibelSnm}. 



Ohwliih as b. bear. — Shaupbahs. 



Small in eize in comfMnson with bean of Xorthern Asia, Europe, and America. 
E.iirerne Lvngtk. — 5J to 6 feet, 
Seight.—Z to 3^ feet 

"^ DigilizedbyGOOgle 



loo THE GAME OF BENGAL. 

Head. — Rather long. Face square and flat Nose pointed. Ejea imall. Ears erect, 
rounded, and of moderat« length. Neck abort. 

Far. — Short, crisp, and of a glosij jet black colour; a fringe of longish hair behind 

CMn. — ^Mlite. A yetj distinct, pure white crescent-shaped mark on cbeet, extending 
acroee tips of shoulders. 

Liinht. — Thick and muscular. 

Fttt.—hax^, with five toes, solas bare, armed with stout black claws, not eo large or 
curved aa thoee of U. Labiatut. 

raiV.— Short 



Tbis is the coniraon bear of the HimalayaB, and much resemblea the 
black bear of tlie plains in its general habits, so that my remarks on 
JJ. labiatug apply also to this species, except in one or two points. I 
have already said that the hill bear will undoubtedly, not unfrequently, 
prey on the flesh of animals, %uch as that of goats, sheep, calves, or 
even ponies ; worse still, he will readily deronr putrid carcases. On 
my first Tisit to the bills, I very soon learnt that this bear was a flesh- 
eater, so far as regards sheep, goata, &e., but I could hardly believe that 
he would make a repast off such abominations, though the paharies 
repeatedly informed me that such was the case. 

One day, however, I saw a bear busy making a meal off a bullock 
that had died of disease and had been thrown into the bed of a stream. 
In the autumn of 1868 I was encamped in the Neti valley in a locality 
famed for bears, and one morning was busy outside my tent stuffing a 
mooual pheasant. The road from Thibet passed close by, and numerous 
flocks of goats and sheep laden with packs of salt kept passing, en 
route to Serinugger or Almorah. Presently a Bhootia, with a heavy 
load on his shoulders, came up and asked for a light from the cooking- 
tent, and I heard him say that only a quarter of an hour or so before, 
he and his companions had seen a bear below the road eating some- 
thing. I asked him two or three questions, but could hardly believe 
tliat such a thing was possible, as it was near mid~day with a warm 
sun. Not half an hour afterwards, three more Bhootias came by ; one 
of them walked straight up to me and said, * Sahib, if you want a shot 
at a bear, there is one only half a mile back, for we saw him a few 
minutes ago at the bottom of the valley.' He also pointed out a curve 
in the path, below which they had seen the animal. 

I at once took my rifle and, accompanied by a chuprassie, walked up 
the road as fast as I cotdd in the direction pointed out. "Cong before 
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reaching the spot I saw several vultures soaring round the head of the 
valley and descending somewhere about the spot I was making for. 
On reaching the curve in the road and looking down, we saw right 
below us on the farther bank of the river among the rocks and stones, 
a large bear busily engaged feeding on a carcase. He was surrounded 
by a circle of vultures waiting for their turn at the feast. The rocks 
around were also covered with these birds. While watching the scene 
below and considering what was to be done, I was amused to see 
how on two occasions the selfish old bear, by making a kind of half- 
jump forward and a growl at the same time, kept the vultures at a 
distance. 

There could not be a more awkward place. On our side of the 
stream — now mactr flooded and impassable, through the snow melting 
above — there was a landslip for a height of fully 500 feet, with patches 
here and there of hush and grass, but the cover was nowhere thick 
enough to afford concealment. Not only would it have been dangerous 
to attempt the descent of this rolling mass of atones and earth, but 
we should have been immediately discovered, for it was impossible to 
take a single step without sending pebbles and earth clattering down, 
which would betray our approach in an instant. The ground above 
the bear on the opposite bank was rocky, and several trees and bushes 
hung over the bank close above him ; capital cover to creep up behind, 
but unfortunately there was only one bridge by which to cross the torrent, 
merely a few planks resting on rocks on either side of the stream, with 
stones at each end to keep them steady ; and this bridge was a few 
hundred yards below the place where the bear was. If I could only 
manage to steal across without being noticed it would be all right ; 
in fact this was the only chance, unless I took a long shot across from 
above tiie landslip. 

I chose the former plan ; so putting four or five ball cartridges into 
my pocket, I descended alone by a narrow footpath leading to the bridge : 
but I was discovered before I even put foot on the plank. I have 
already mentioned how keen is the bear's sense of smell } I had quite 
forgotten that there was a strong wind blowing up the valley from 
where I waa right in the direction of the brute. On taking a look 
towards him I saw that he had left off feeding and that his snout was • 
elevated in the air, evidently suspecting that something was wrong 
(one would have imagined that the ' deHcacy ' in front of him would 
have drowned all other olfactory sensations), and the next moment he 
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began retiring alowty, looking over his shoulder and halting every feir 
paces. It was too far for a shot, so I watched him till out of sight. 
The next minute my chuprassie came running down from above, where 
he had obtained a better view than myself, with intelligence that he 
had seen the bear enter a cave onder aome rocks. This was glorious 
news, and I made sure now of getting a shot. 

Taking the chuprassie with me to show the exact spot where Bkaloo 
bad retired, we crossed the bridge and carefully making a detour, 
descended aa nearly as possible above the cave, when having chosen 
a favourable position on the top of a rock guarding every direction, I 
ordered my man to roll some stones down and shout. He toppled 
over a loose rock, which thundered down and broke to fragments on 
the shingle beneath. A sullen growl of defiance from the depths of 
the earth was the only reault. The man, who was a plucky little 
Gboorkha, went still lower down and threw atones right into the mouth 
of the den, bnt with no better success. A number of men, among them 
several of my servants, had now assembled on the road opposite. I 
called out to them to come down and bring with them as much dry 
grasa and straw as they could collect. In a quarter of an hour or so, 
some twenty or thirty men, with four large sheep dogs, came across 
with straw enough to fill a bam. They crammed this into the mouth 
of the den, pushing it down from above with poles ; still all was silent 
within. 

A piece of rope was then lighted, and the chuprassie descended and 
soon made a huge bonfire. The smoke poured out in every direction 
from twenty different fissures, showing to what a distance the cavern 
extended : but still all in vain. Old Bruin would not bolt. One of 
the men, by my order, equibbed off some powder, holding the barrels 
of my shot gun as far down into the cave as he conld reach ; at the 
report we all heard the bear growl again, and much to the amusement 
of the tookers-on, the man with the gan clambered up the bank 
a deal quicker than he went down. At length, after fruitlessly ex- 
pending several hours, we had to give it up ; and next morning I found 
fresh footmarks at the mouth of the den, where in the middle of the 
night Bhaloo had issued forth in safety. 

This animal usually feeds at night, but on cloudy, wet days, especi- 
ally when it is foggy, he may be found wandering about in the day- 
time ; in November it is nothing unusual to find bears in the oak forests 
looking for acorns at all hours of the day. Just at dawn of day ia 
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the moet likelj time of all to come across a. bear ; thej may tlien be 
met even on public roads, returning to their lairs. 

The hill bear is especially partial to all kinds of fruit. I have known 
them invade gardens in the night close to the back of large Tillages, 
and not only despoil the trees of their crops, but break and twist the 
branches into all manner of shapes. 

It is nothing uncommon to meet with apricot trees utterly ruined by 
the repeated visits of bears. 

The wild cherry appears to he exactly suited to Bruin's taste, and 
the animal has also an especial liking for a yellow raspberry which 
grows abundantly in many parts of the Himalayas. 

I recollect a native directing my attention to the roof of his 
boose ; there were the stalks and remains of a kind of melon or 
pumpkin hanging about the thatch, but the iruit was all gone. On 
the previous night a bear bad actually clambered up on to the roof and 
made a hearty supper, while the owner was sound asleep inside the 
hnt. I could not resist laughing at the poor fellow as he related the 
story of his wrongs, for whenever he came to the word ' bear ' he 
coupled with it terms of abuse to the animal's father, mother, and 
almost every other relation for generations back, as is the usual practice 
among natives. In some years the Himalayan bear is very plentiful, 
in others hardly one is to be met with ; hiUmen say every third year. 

I have noticed that when the crops are good, bears appear to be 
numerous, and vice versd. The brutes, having discpvered some fields 
where the ' mundooah ' is ripe, take up their quarters in the neigh- 
bourhood for the season or so long as the crop remains unharvested, 
probably in some deep ravine, or among piles of rocks and boulders 
on the bank of a river not far distant. As soon as it is dark they 
sally out and commit fearful depredations, although tbe poor people 
of the country sit up on platforms, shout, hurl stones, and do every- 
thing in their power to frighten them away. I have sat up many times 
on moonlight nights on some commanding spot and got one shot, some- 
times more, at the marauders, but have never once been successful in 
killing one. It is so difficnlt to shoot with accui-acy at night, even 
when a black object suddenly looms out from the darkness close at 
band ; and, as I have before mentioned, bears, unless shot through 
the head, neck, shoulder, or some such vital spot, can carry away many 
bullets in their carcases, and even recover from desperate wounds. 

Jerdon remarks — speaking of this animal in his ' Mammals of India ' 
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— ' Its specific name is UDfortunate, since it is rare in Thibet,' and 
undoubtedly this ia a just criticism. So far back as 1863, and many 
years before I perused Jerdon'a works, I made an obserTation in my 
journal to the same effect. Though common enough throxighout the 
Himalayas, it is hardly ever seen in Thibet, nor have I ever met with 
a sportsman, European or native, who had shot the Himalayan bear 
in that country. Moreover, judging from that portion of Thibet north 
of Gurhwal which I visited in 1863, it is a country to all appearance 
totally uDsuited to the nninial's requirements. There are no trees there, 
and but little bush or scrub jungle to afford concealment, and there 
is almost a total want of its natural food, such as standing crops of 
corn, wild fruit, or berries. 

The animal, generally speaking, on meeting a human being, turns 
away with a surly growl, but occasionally, like U. lahiatus, it has unpro- 
voked fits of fury. 

Many sportsmen think bear-shooting poor fbn, but I must confess 
that in my opinion it is a fine sport, with just enough danger about it 
to make it exciting. 

It ia amusing to witness the ludicrous confusion of Brnin when 
suddenly surprised, or perhaps fired at, more especially when he is for 
the moment unaware from which direction the danger threatens. 

One morning just after daylight^ in the month of August 1869, as I 
issued forth from my tent, pitched on aome high ground overlooking 
a deep valley, the sides of which were cut into a series of broad 
terraces, one above the other, and at the time were covered with a ripe 
crop of ' mundooah,' my servants pointed out to me far down below 
two bears busy devouring the com. 

I managed to creep down unperoeived to within easy range, and 
then, before a whole village of spectators, disgraced myself by making 
a clean miss. It was a very raw morning, and my fingers were so cold 
that I could hardly feel the triggers, at any rate I made that my excuse. 

The hears startled out of all propriety by the loud report, commenced 
dancing about, growling, and snarling at one another, and altogether 
conducting themselves in suck an absurd manner that it was with 
difliculty I restrained myself from bursting into a fit of laughter. 

The result was that presently when the awkward creatures had 
recovered somewhat from their first alarm, and began to shuflSe off, my 
aim was so erratic that the bullet from the second barrel only made 
them quicken their pace. 
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I have ODly ODCe been regularly ctai^ed by a hill bear, who managed 
to come much closer than was pleasant, but it was all thi-ough my 
breaking a wellfknown rule, which I have already given — always, if 
possible, approach a bear irom above, and unless you have a comrade 
■ to support you, never fire at him from below. 

The adventure occurred near a place called Jbosejmut in Upper 
Gurhwal. I had been resting at a small bungalow there, after a ^p 
over the snows, and met with a celebrated shikary belonging to the 
neighboarhood. We fraternised, and had a long talk on hunting in 
general, and agreed to have two or three days' shooting together on some 
very high crags not far off, where my new acquaintance promised to show 
me some thar (Himalayan wild goat). We could not take a tent up to 
the place where we intended going, but the paharie informed me that 
there was a goat-shed near the spot, where two men of his village were 
grazing the sheep and goats on tbe upland pastures, and that we should 
be able to put up there for three or four days without any difficulty. 
Ail that was necessary for us to take with us was bedding, a few pots 
and kettles, some cold meat, a tin or two of soup, and the like. As 
we had a very severe uphill march the first day, to reach our hunting 
ground, we agreed to make a start very early to avoid the heat ; so 
having arranged our traps and loads the previous evening, and placed 
them in readiness, we retired to rest sooner than usual. Next morn- 
ing after a cup of coffee and a biscuit, taken by candlelight, and a 
delay of half an hour or so, while we waited for sufficient daylight 
to permit of a start being made, we got under way about five 
o'clock. 

The party consisted of myself, — leading the way, rifle in hand, — 
the shikary I have mentioned, close behind, bearing my shot gun, 
and two other men in rear, carrying my bedding, and our provisions, 
&n. It was a dull rainy morning, with heavy clouds hanging about 
the hill tops in a threatening manner. However, we cared little about 
the weather, and soon were toiling step by step up the steep side of 
the mountain. At length we came to an oak forest, through which 
the path led. Happening to look up, I saw a pair of large animals 
under the shade of an oak tree, about sixty yards or so above us. 
They were busy turning over the leaves in search of acorns. It 
was so dark that at first I thought they were pigs; but the man 
behind assured me they were bears. One of them was standing in 
A most tempting position broadside on : and luckily before firing I 
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marked an old oak tree close at hand, to step Ijebind if neceesaiy. 
I took a steady aim and fired. The bear, hard hit, rolled over, 
making a hideons noise; the other one immediately made off. Sud- 
denly the wonnded animal recovered his legs, his head being in 
our direction; be evidently saw -ob, for instantly, and with savage- 
growls, ha advanced to take revenge. The qoicknesa with which he 
covered the distance between us was truly astonishing. By the 
time that I and the paharie, who waa carrying my shot gan, and 
who stood firmly at the charge, had got behind the old oak, and I 
had dropped in a freah cartridge, he was only ten yards or so from 
us, coming down hill like an express train, I fired at the white of 
bis chest us he came on, but the ball only grazed his throat; and 
when I drew the trig^r of the left barrel he was close up on the other 
side of the trunk. I think he must have seen the white * kamarband ' 
or waist-band of the paharie, for he attempted to get round at us from 
his side of the tree, and as he did so he received from my rifle a heavy 
shell fair on the top of the shonlder, which exploded in his chest, 
and killed him on the spoU My companion during this trying moment, 
still held his gun at the charge> facing the enemy, and as he informed 
me was in the act of drawing both triggers together right in the brute's 
face, when I gave the bear the coup <de yrace. I believe that at such 
close quarters two barrels of Mo. 6 shot would have finished or blinded 
the animal ; but, as it was, things had ended well. I still have the 
skin of that bear, and have only once skin a larger or more formid- 
able brute. My first shot had given a mortal wound, and the bullet 
was so well placed behind the shoulder, that the wonder was it did not 
prove instantaneously fatal ; but it is only one instance among many 
that I have known, showing the extraordinary tenacity of life of this 
animal. 

Bears nearly always travel in single file, and like all carnivora, 
when ou the move after nightfall, prefer keeping to roads and footpaths 
rather than forcing their way through thick scrub or wet gra^s. 

I have never seen more than three bears together, but it is not 
unusual to meet with four, or even five at the same time. 

Bears' dens are generally in some deep gorge, choked up with grass, 
nettles, and matted thicket, and ending in a cave ; or often simply a 
hollow under an overhanging rock. I have frequently noticed in the 
vicinity of these lairs, generally in trees close at hand, fiat nests or 
platforms, made of broken boughs and sticks, where I suppose the 
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brutes sit out and sun themselTes. I have never seen Bkdloo occupy- 
ing one of these platforms or nests, but have constantly noticed them, 
and always not far from his den or lair. I have generally come 
across a bear when I least expected it ; several times when bird 
shooting, or taking a stroll, once when mahseer fishing, and again in a 
very remarkable manner at Mussoorie, close to the mall, in broad day- 
light. 

Tbi» was such a notable occurrence that I will relate the account. 
In May 1868 — a terribly hot season by the bye— I was obliged to take 

leave to the hills on account of my healths In company with Q a 

of my regiment, we journeyed to Mussoorie, and put up at a friend's 
bouse on the outskirts of the station. 

We were both so weak and seedy at first, that we were fit for very 
little work ; but the bracing air of the hills gradttally pulled us round, 
and we were soon able to take long walks. Instead, however, of bending 
onr steps in the direction of the mall, and joining the gay throng there, 
as ie the usual custom of an evening in our hill stations, we avoided the 
town and made for the country, which was more to our taste, wandering 
about the slopes of the hills that lodged down over the glorious Dhoon. 
There were gooral to be found, but that was all that could be said, 
for the said gooral were few and far betvreen, and to say that they 
were wild, does not at all express the difiiculty of approaching those 
TA usBOone chamois. We always> however, took a light rifle belonging 
to our host, with us, as it was possible we might get a chance shot 
now and then. 

One evening we had been for otit nsital stroll, and had reached the 
outskirts of the station jnst before sunset. We sat down on a rock to 
smoke, within a quarter of a mile of General C 'a house. 

While talking I had been looking down the khud (or side of the 
hill), and presently saw a black object among some wild raspberry 
bushes, but imagined it to be a stray bullock, till, to my astonishment, 
I beheld a btar standing erect on his hind lege, clutching with his 
big ftaws at some tempting bunches of the wild fruit. The brute was 
only some three or four hundred yards below. We drew back, descended 

by a very awkward, steep ravine — in doing which G s lost his hat, 

which went bounding down the slope till lost to view, and for ever, — 
till we had reached a certain old stump 1 had marked as the place to 
take a shot from. I then advanced on all fours, and on peeping over 
a piece of rising ground, came right on to Bruin, still busy at the rasp- 
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berries. He did not see me, Lowever ; I drew back and returned to 

G 8, who, never having shot a bear, was eager for the fray. We 

examined the priming of the muzzle-loader, and then once more 

advanced, b leading the way. On reaching the spot I pointed 

out, he looked over, and tired a haety sliot. The beat with a * growl ' 
went down the side of the hill seemingly not much the worse, and 
when we went up the mark of lead on a rock showed that the shot 
had missed. We returned home. The rifle shot had been heard by 
several people on the Mussoorie mall; and when we spoke of having 
seen and fired at a large bear, many smiled incredulously, and well they 
might, for with so mFiny natives about, and cattle feeding, with men 
to look after them, it was indeed rashness on the bear's part to 
show himself in broad daylight in such a place. 

I have been informed more than once by sportsmen, that dogs, 
even the commonest, curs, are most useful at certain times when shoot- 
ing bears. The latter instead of attacking the man, invariably make 
for the dog, thus giving a fine opportunity for his master to pnt in a 
deadly shot. I knew a Chinaman, belonging to a tea garden north 
of Almorah, who owned four or five lai^ dogs : these animals would not 
actually attack a bear, but would surround him, and by barking attract 
the brute's attention. The gentleman with the pig-tail was a plucky 
fellow, and at the same time a good, steady shot, and he had accounted 
for a very considerable number of bears, in the neighbourhood of the tea 
plantation where he resided) 

A gentleman I formerly met in the hills, a famed sportsman, related 
to me a most interesting anecdote of an encounter between a pack 
of wild dogs and a bear, which he had witnessed. He was crossing 
a range of hills in the early morning, and by chance came across a 
ravenous pack baiting a poor bear, who, though making a stout resist- 
ance, was nearly done. His coat, and portions of his flesh, wei'e 
torn to strips ; and although he had killed more than one of his 
opponent*, he could not have held out much longer. If I remember 

rightly, B 1 put an end to him with a bullet, and the wild pack 

made off. 

I have several times found bears in trees. I once caught one up 
among the highest branches of a group of oaks. I was not in search of 
or thinking of bears at the time, but had been for hours on the look- 
out for surrow (forest goat] in company with a native, and had, quit« 
by chance, come under the oak trees. The old bear must have seen 
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ue, and remained quiet : and we, quite UDCOUBcious of any brute lieiug 
near, sat down to rest ourselves. Presently I hea.rd something move, 
and jumped up; my companion looked round, but soon returned, 
remarking tbat it must be some pheasants close below that we had 
heard. I was about to sit down once more, when again I heard 
leaves move, and this time the sound seemed to come from above, so I 
looked up, and there high up in the lofty oaks, half hidden by the 
foliage, sat an old bear. As soon as he saw me coming round to get 
a better look and a shot at him, he seemed to understand that he was 
discovered, and with sundry growls began to rapidly 'descend, stem 
first as bears always do. I fired at him, the bullet struck him just 
above the root of the tail, and parsed up through the whole length of 
his body : we afterwards found it in the skin of the chest. His arms 
ceased to clasp the old oak trunk, and be fell with a most tremendous 
thump on the turf, without a spark of life in him. 

The hill bear is a clever and powerful swimmer, as the following 
extract fi-om my hill journal of 1864 will illustrate : — 

Late one evening, after an unsuccessful ramble after gooral (Hima- 
layan chamois], I was descending the face of a very precipitous moun- 
tain in all haate so as to reach my tent, which was still far below, before 
being overtaken by nightfall. 

My whole attention was given to maintaining my footing, as step 
by step, assisted by my iron pointed staff, I carefully made my way 
down the dangerous graasy decline. All at once, a shaggy-headed 
paharie, who was carrying my rifle close behind me, gave my coat a 
pull and pointed out a certain black object crossing a broad reach of 
the river Pindur, far below us. 

Though fully half a mile off, we had no difficulty in making ont the 
swimmer to be a bear, and halted a few moments to watch his movements. 

The river was much flooded by heavy rain, which had fallen some 
days previously, and though broad at the part selected by Bruin for his 
passage across, yet about the centre was running like a sluice. 

No human being, however strong a swimmer, could have stemmed 
such a roaring rapid, but would have been instantly swept away. But 
the old bear, as Z watched him through my telescope, gallantly bi-easted 
the torrent, and buffeting the current with bis brawny limbs, though 
carried down perhaps a score yards in his transit from one bank to 
the other, yet was evidently quite able to hold his own ; and speedily 
reached the far side in safety. 
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We saw him pause a few momeDta on the ahin^le, afler atowly 
wading out of the water, give hia dripping coat a shake like a Newfonnd- 
laud dog, and then shuffle off into the thicket hard by, where he waa 
soon lost to view. 

Most animals, the thar and burrel, for instance, or the little gooral, 
are furnished by nature with coat« much resembling in colour and 
shade the ground tbey frequent. An old thar lying motionless, is 
exactly like a ctnmp of dead feins or grass, often like a stone covered 
with dark moss and weeds. A burrel, with his ashy blue coat, resem- 
bles one of the loose grey stones constantly to be met with on the 
bare hill side ; and the brown hair of the little gooral also affords bim 
excellent protection from the observation of enemies, be they biped or 
quadruped. But the black bear is an exception to this general rule, 
for his coal black hide renders bim clearly visible to his enemies at a 
great distance, especially when the herbage is abort ; it then requires no 
telescope to pronounce what the block object is, even when miles away. 
I have many a time, however, been taken in by the black stump of a 
charred pine, imagining it to be an old bear. 

The paharies (hillmen) not unfrequently bring bear cabs into onr 
hill stations for sale. I recollect meeting a man a few miles north of 
Almorab carrying a basket containing two very small cubs. They were 
so vety diminutive that I imagined they could have only been born a 
few days, but the owner {an intelligent though wild-looking native 
from northern Gurhwal) assured me that they were at least two 
months old. 

A bear when struck with a-bullet, even when only slighUy wounded, 
nearly always makes an uproar that may be heard a considerable 
distance, but occasionallj he disappears without even a growl, as the 
following extract from my hill journal exemplifies. 

In the mouth of August 1869, I wes encamped at a place called 
Wan, two or three marches north of the river Pindur ; my tent was 
pitched under three most magnificent deodars (if I remember right the 
largest of the three measures considerably over twenty feet in cir- 
cumference, and is supposed to be one of the finest in the Himalayas). 
The sport was pretty good : I shot an enormous boar, and one day bad 
very good sport with Koklas and Kallige pheasants, which were 
exceedingly numerous. 

On the fourth day after my arrival, in company with a shikary 
belonging to the village, I made a lengthened expedition in a new 
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direction, but fortune did not smile on our efforts. We suddenly came 
on a gerow stag, wliicli disappeared almost immediately, before I 
could raise my rifle, and I missed two shots at gooral. About five o'clock 
in the afternoon it became very dark and cloudy, so we turned home- 
wards, bat still in hopes of better luck. We were descending the side 
of a rather steep mountain by a rocky spur, or ridge, and had made a 
halt at a spot where my companion informed me that he had con- 
stantly seen gooral grazing towards the evening. 

We were lying down, and I was carefully examining the valley 
below with my telescope, when, as I was about to return the glasses 
to their case, I beheld, to my astonishment, on the edge of the 
jungle, not fifty yards off to my left, a black bear standing broadside 
to us. He had evidently not as yet seen us, but he had his nose 
elevated, and appeared to be snuffing the air. X simply turned half 
round, and resting both elbows on the ground, took a deliberate shot at 
him. As is often the case with breech-loaders, the smoke hung so 
thick around me, that for the moment, I could not see what had 
happened, but when at length the cloud made by the discharge had 
partially cleared off, the bear had vanished. 

I turned to my companion, and asked him if it was a hit or 
miss; but he gave a cluck with bis mouth, and scornfully shook his 
bead. And I also bad my misgivings, that in spite of ^ch a very 
easy shot, I had made a mess of it; for I had not heard the bullet 
tell on the animal's body, nor had the bear uttered a growl, or 
sound of any kind, and this was strong presumptive evidence that I 
had missed the mark. However, having reloaded, according to my 
invariable custom, I walked forward to look. There was the hole 
in the turf made by the rifle ball, and my companion commenced 
digging the piece of lead out with a stick. I had turned with a sigh 
to leave the spot, when a single drop of blood on a white stone quite 
by chance caught my eye. Hastily ordering my attendant to join me, 
we took up the spoor, and had not gone a dozen paces, when we 
came upon the bear lying stone dead ; the bullet had struck him just 
behind one shoulder, and passing through his body, taken its departure 
almost exactly in the same spot on the other side, and had then 
ploughed the hole iu the turf. He was not a particularly fine bear, 
but hia coat which is shown, pegged out, in the sketch of my en- 
campment, was a fine glossy one, in flrst-rate order. 

The mention of this village. Wan, always recalls to my mind a 
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painful incident wliich happened during my stay tbere. An old and 
faithful Mussulman servant was suddenly taken very ill and died on 
the third day, although I did everything in my power for the poor 
fellow. I had not at the time the remotest suspicion of foul play, and 
on reporting the circumstances to the civil authorities, I informed the 
magistrate of the district that I helieved his death had been occasioned 
by an aggravated case of dysentery. There were some Mahomedans in 
the neighbourhood, and I got them to inter the body decently in the 
bed of the river below. Not long afterwards a bheestie (water-carrier), 
whom I had foolishly taken into my service at Mynee Tal withoiit 
inquiring into his character, rubbed my tent while I was away shooting, 
and deserted. And then my chuprassie and other servants informed 
me for the first time, that this scoundrel had quarrelled with my 
deceased khitmughar a few days before be died, and had been heard to 
mutter threats against him, and that they believed the villain had 
given the old man poison in his food. It is certain that although the 
runaway was searched for everywhere, and every effort made to arrest 
him, he succeeded in making his esoape, and was never heard of after- 
wards. 

The Government reward for killing a hill bear is four rupees, and 
in some years great numbers of bear skius are brought into our hill 
stations by shikaries claiming this fee. 

On returning southwards, in 1868, from an expedition into the 
interior of Gnrhwal, I sent in four l>ear skins to the Almorah collectorate, 
and. claimed sixteen rupees. I was informed, however, by the autho- 
rities that if I received the money it would be necessary to cut the 
paws off the skins to mark them. 

I need hardly say that such a mutilation of my trophies would 
have utterly spoilt them, and as three of the skins were fine glossy 
coats, welt adapted for making door-mats or carriage-rugs, I demurred 
and received back my bear skins intact. 

It is, however, quite necessary to mark skins of leopards, hears, &c., 
brought in by natives in some indelible manner, to prevent good-for- 
nothing rascals producing the same skins a second time — a practice to 
which, I have been informed, the hill-men were much given before the 
precnution of cutting off the paws was adopted. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
THE nY.<ENA (Syam SiruUa). 



Outcries lie nised unid the beasts that piowl 

Along tbe waste ; caused village dc^ to howL— AnyXit-i-STTBAfLi. 



Krtreme Length. — 4} to 6 feet. 

Height 2^ to 3 feeL 

Head. — Fotehead round, jaws extfemelj powerful, teeth laige and tbnuidaUe, ears 
prick up, bare of hair, and pointed. 

Sodg. — The Iwck is rounded, drooping tovards the hind quarttJS) mcb, short;' 
ahouldeTB, thicli &nd powerful, 

Limb». — Moderately thick. 

Feet. — Much lilie those of a large dog ; claws, stout, blunt, of a black colour, and non- 
retroctile. 
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TaS. — Modtintely long, uid 'Bwishj.' 

Oerteral Cahur. — Dingy gray, with Dtuuerous irregukr,dark,t»iuTermlMtra or streaks; 
throat and upper port of breast, black ; a coarse mane, or fringe of long hair, runs doirn 
the neck and back. The hide b generoltj ill-coitditioned and mangy. 

There are, I believe, three species of hjeena in Africa, but tbe Striped 
HjEena ia the only one found in India or in Asia. This animal is 
not gregarious, but is generally met with Bingly or in pairs. It ia 
more or less common over our Northern Provinces of India, but 
especially so in Central India, where, from constantly meeting with it, 
I had many opportunities of studying its habits. Though uanally 
noctnmal, I have on several occasions met the beast prowling about, 
long after the snn was qp, or late in the evening. During the 
rainy season especially, it is not unusual to meet him in broad 
daylight. At night the byEena wanders round tbe ootskirta of villa^s 
on the looh-out for stray goats, sheep, or dogs. ' He visits the neigh- 
bourhood of slaughter-yards in search of bones and offol, and in the 
early morning an observer may notice his fresh foot-prints on the l>ank8 
of rivers, especially in the neighbourhood of burning ghats (or places 
where Hindoos are in tbe habit of burning their dead). For what 
purpose he prowls round such spots can easily be imagined. Some- 
times he will enter a hut and carry off a sleeping child, but I think 
this is exceptional, and though occasionally mischievous, he ia exceed- 
ingly useful as a scavenger. He is also said to visit graveyards in his 
rounds, which L take to be not unlikely. It is the spotted hyeena of 
Africa, that from its unearthly cry is called the * laughing hysena ; ' but 
the cry of the striped species is also hideous and indescribable, and 
may be heard at a great distance off on a still night. Dogs become 
greatly excited, and cannot be restrained from barking on hearing him. 

The hyaena often breeds in regular burrows, like those of a rabbit, 
only on a larger scale. I have known, but only on one occasion, aa 
many as four together, and though we hear of African hytenas 
collecting and hunting in packs, this is not the case with the Indian 
species. 

The byEena is a most cowardly brute, though sometimes dangerous 
when wounded or driven into a comer. I have never known or heard 
of one attempting to attack or face a man. He is in the habit of 
devouring the remains of bullocks, deer, &c., left by tigers ; and his 
extremely acute sense of smell enables him invariably to discover ' the 
kill.' It is amnsing to witness the stealthy approach of the hysena to 
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Ihe carcase, and to see tow carefully he looks round before beginning 
his meal, as if fully aware that he was trespassing on the preBerves of 
others. It is astonishing what powerful jaws he is provided with. 
I remember once when watching over a kill, seeing a hyaena only some 
twelve feet below the tree in which I was concealed, snap through the 
rib of a buffalo with a single effort. 

It is a bad plan to slip greyhounds or dogs of value after him, for 
if they succeed in overtaking him- in an open country fast dogs 
very soon will — and attempt to pull him down, he will almost to a 
certainty turn on his pnntuers, defend himself desperately, and matd 
one or more severely with his fearful t^eth. The hysena, unlike the 
cat tribe, does not always seize his prey by the neck, but often by 
the flank or hind quarters. At night he will visit an encampment, 
and devour deer skins pegged out to dry. I do not think be hunts by 
scent, like a dog, but creeps up and springs on his victims. 

The animal inhabits our Himalajas, but only in the very lowest 
ranges, never ascending to any considerable height; nor have I ever 
heard of him in the interior of the hills. I once heard the cry of 
this animal close below a small bungalow called Mungowlie, on the road 
up from the plains to Nynee Tal, and that was an unusual elevation 
for it. 

The hyeena has been described as ' very cunning and suspicious,' 
but that is not my experience of him ; on the contrary, our Indian 
species, at any rate, is a heavy, stupid brute, and a traveller, whose 
name I cannot recall to mind, mentions that to this day certain of 
the. Arab tribes caU a stupid person ' dubbah,' which is their term for 
hysna. 

The creature is naturally of an untameable disposition, but if taken 
when young, may be brought up without much difficulty, and will 
readily follow its owner about like a dog. An artilleryman, belonging 
to a battery at Jhausie, had a pet hysena. I saw the beast several 
times following his master about, and it appeared to be perfectly quiet 
and tractable. During the day he reclined on the man's bed in the 
barracks, and though constantly bullied by numerous dogs belonging 
to the gunners, was well able to hold bis own and take care of 
himself. I heard afterwards that this animal deserted from the battery 
when on the march to Cawnpore, and reappeared at Jhansie again. 

My bungalow at Jhausie was on the outskirts of the cantonment, 
and a pair of hyeenas constantly passed through the garden at night on 
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their way from a rocky hill, only half a mile from the house, in which 
they had their den, to the slaughter-yard, where they doubtless picked 
up bones, &c. I had often searched for their lair, and attempted 
on moonlight nigbt« to get a shot at them, as they passed backwards 
and forwards, but never succeeded. One moruuig, just after gun-fire, 
when there was only light enough to distinguish objects with difficulty, 
I was aroused by the furious barking of several dogs close to the houRe. 
It was in the hot weather, and the doors were wide open, so I jumped 
up to see what was the matter, and putting on a pair of slippers, 
walked out into the verandah ; and to my astonishment the first thing 
I saw was a large hycena crossing the garden at a slow gallop, with five 
or six pariah dogs close at his heels. I ran back, snatched up 'a rifle 
and a couple of cartridges, which happened to be lying ready at hand, 
and returned in time to take a snap shot at the animal as he was in the 
act of scrambling over the compound wall. He fell back evidently 
wounded, hut again attempted to scale the wall. My second shot 
missed, so I went back and ptit on my clothes, and by the time I 
had reloaded my rifle, and reached the spot where I had last seen 
him, I. found that he had not only succeeded in getting over the 
wait, but was half-way across the cavalry parade-ground, evidently 
making for the rocky hill I have already alluded to. The pack of cura 
were still yelping at his heels and pressing him hard. After running 
some distance I could see that he was done and could go no farther, 
and when ho reached the foot of the hill he was unable to ascend it, 
but sat down with the pariah dogs snapping at him on every side. 
By taking advantage of a deep ravine, I crawled up to within fifty yards 
and dropped him dead. The first bullet had passed through his hind 
quarters, and it was surprising that, with such a wound, the poor brute 
had struggled so far. It was a lai^ male, and as usual the skin was 
not worth keeping ; but the head, with a ruff round the neck, was in 
good order ; so I cut it off, and have it stuffed at home. A portrait 
of this very animal's pleasing countenance heads the chapter. 

The hyeena — generally called ' Lukhar-Bughar ' by the natives of 
Northern India — has frequently been speared by a well-mounted sports- 
man. The pace of the animal while it lasts is, I have been told, quicker 
than that of the wild hog, but generalty speaking, after a short burst 
a plucky Arab, on tolerably open and rideable ground, will, within 
haV a mile of the start, take his rider alongside of the chase, and then 
the hunt is speedily terminated, for the hysna, unlike the ' lord of 
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the Bounder,' never shows fight, but ignominiouely bitea the dust As 
already mentioned, the neck of the animal is short, but Pliny exagge- 
rates when, speaking of the hyoena, he says, 

Cui com spina riget, coUum contmufi unitnte flecti n«quit, nisi toto corpora cir- 



for, although the neck is not very flexible, I hare frequently seen the 
animal look back over its shoulder when alarmed at something and 
making off. 

Some horses, though courageous enough to close with boars of great 
size and ferocity, show fear on viewing a hysena for the first time, 
aud appear to dread approaching within spearing distance, and this is 
hardly to he wondered at, for the hyeena is an awkward uncouth-look- 
ing tffute at the best of times. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE INDIAN WOLF (Cmu paOpet). 



Witb their long gallop which cnn tire 

The hound's deep hate, and hunter's fire.— Mazeppa. 



Dbbcription. 



Mud) reaembleg European epecies, but imalier. 

Extreme Length. — About 4j feet. 

HtigU.—'2\ feet. 

Head. — Long and pointed -, teeth, large and formidable ; ears, prick up and rather 
pointed. 

Feet.— Like those of a dog ; okwe, stout and blunt. 

Tail. — Moderately long. BcantUy brushed ; the tip black. 

General Coiour.— Griizled ruFoUB gray, lighter below; the fur rough and coarse. 
The male rather thicker built and darker in colour than female ; but no conuderable 
difierenee in appearance between the sexes. 

The Indian wolf, or ' Bhiria,' as he is called by the oativeB, ia pretty 
common throughout the North-Weatem Provinces, still more so in 
Central India, I often came across him within a few miles of Jhansie, 
and in Lullutpore also it was by no meana a rare occurrence. 

In general colour and appearance the wolf is very like a large 
jackal, and from a distance I have Tcry often mietaken the one for the 
other. We read of wolves in Russia, Siberia, and other countries, collect- 
ing and banting in large packs, but not so the Indian species. Some- 
times two or three are together, ,but oftener only one. I once saw a 
pack of seven, all seemingly full-grown, but this was most exceptional. 
The wolf in many countries is regarded as a ferocious and dangerous 
wild beast, but the Indiaa species is a cowardly brute that would 
never think of attacking a man ; though in carrying off stray goats, 
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slieep, Ac, lie is fully as mischievous, if not more so, than the hjeena. 
The animal is not altogether nocturnal in its habits, and may be seen 
orten in broad daylight, Tratching a herd of antelope or goats, for an 
opportunity to pounce on a victim. 

It is notorious that in many parts of the country, great nnmbera 
of children are carried off by wolves. Returns sent in to magistrates 
of districts show a fearful loss of life caused by these brutes, though 
perhaps— as all classes of natives are given to inianticide — the wolf is 
credited with a greater amount of child-slaying than he is really guilty 
of. Svery sportsman, however, should do his ntmost to destroy 
such pests whenever an opportunity occurs. 

I have generally come across these animals when hunting chikarah, 
near the banks of large rivers such as the Jumna and Ganges, more 
especially where the banks were intersected by deep ravines and 
gullies choked with grass and bushes ; or still oftener, on the low 
rocky hills of Bundelknod. Between Allyghur aod Somna, where 
there are numerous sandy ravines and patches of grass jungle, wolves 
were pretty common, and natives frequently brought in cubs to the 
former station when I was there, for the government reward. 

A native one day made his appearance at a small station near 
Meerut with several wolves' heads, for which he claimed and received 
from the magistrate the usual reward. The heads were then taken 
from him and buried, but the cunning rascal having ascertained where 
they were interred, scratched them up again in the night, without 
being discovered, and produced them a^in before the magistrate of an 
adjoining province and succeeded in defrauding the Government, for he 
again received the same amount as before. 

I have always found these animals wary and difficult to approach, 
hut, by continually hunting them, have killed a good many at different 
times. The first one I ever shot jumped up in a dbal field, and two 
barrels of quail-shot within six or eight yards most effectually gave 
him his quietus. I have mentioned, when writing on the hyaena, 
that the animal, when seizing its prey, such as a sheep, goat, or other 
unfortunate, does not invariably fasten on to the neck or throat, as the 
leopard does, but often on the fiajik or hind quarters. The same 
remark applies to the wolf, and I may add that both these animals, 
having pulled down a victim, almost invariably, I believe, commence 
their repast by tearing a hole in the stomach or flank, and not at 
the tail, like the large cats. 
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I will relate an anecdote sliowiDg this to be tbe case. Oae after- 
noon daring a break in the rains, I was fishing in a stream only two 
miles or eo from Jhansie. I had ridden out to my fishing gronnd, 
and as usual my syce carried a double-rifie, as it was more than pro- 
bable we might come across a black buck or chikarah daring the day. 
I had been busily occupied with my sport for upwards of an hour 
when my attention was taken by two villagers talking in an excited 
tone to my syce some fifty yards off. Presently all three of them 
came op to where I was standing, and my groom then informed me 
that the tfro men, or rather boys, were in chai^ of a herd of goats, and 
that only a few minutes before, a pair of wolves bad pulled down an 
old goat belonging to them, and seeing me close at hand, they had 
come for assistance. 

Hastily putting down my rod, I bade them show the way. The 
ground in the neighbourhood was covered with low bushes and scrub, 
intersected here and there by deep sandy ravines. We had only gone 
some two or three hundred yards when one of the herdsmen desired me 
to halt a minute, while he went forward to reconnoitre. Presently he 
beckoned me forward, and the next minute I came right npon a pair 
of wolves at the bottom of a ravine, tearing a poor old black goat. 
One of the assassins beard me approaching and looked up.- I could 
hardly have missed such a chance, and knocked ber over with a bullet 
through the shoulders. At the report of the rifle, the other one bolted 
down the nullah, and as he was concealed by the bank, I did not see 
him again till he ascended the opposite side, abont 140 yards off, or 
thereabouts, and halted a moment to look back. It was rather a long 
shot, though I ought to have billed him ; the bullet, however, fell 
short, and he made off. 

On examining the dead goat, I noticed that lai^e portions of flesh 
were torn off the side and hind quarters, but not a mark on the throat 
or back of the neck j she had evidently been seized by the flank, and 
pulled down. The wolf I had shot was an old female with a mangy 
coat, not worth preserving. She was dead before we reached the spot 
whera she had fallen : to all appearance she had cubs, doubtless hidden 
not far off. My attendant cut the head off to obtain the government 
reward of three rupees. 

The wolf has not the powerful jaw of the hysena, but his teeth, in 
proportion to his size, are very formidable, and with a single bite — his 
jaws closing like the snap of a trap — he can inflict a severe wound. 
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When stationed at Benares many years a^, I had a young wolf 
chained ap to a tree in my componnd, but finding him a troublesome 
pet, I only kept him a few weeks. One night he broke loose, scrambled 
over the compound wall, and made good his entrance into an enclosure 
where some ducke; belonging to a lady in the next house, were shut 
up, and killed several of them. The brute was caught in the very act, 
and got his master into a scrape. I often watched this animal playing 
with a puppy belonging to a brother officer, and in time, I think he 
would have become in a certain measure tame, but, as 1 have already 
mentioned, I did not keep him long. He was a perfect nuisance at 
night, continually keeping ns awake and banishing all sleep with the 
noise he made. There is an old saying : * The wolf changes his coat, 
not hb disposition ; ' and to a certain extent I beUeve this to be actually 
true. I have seen many wolves chained up, or shut in cages, but not 
one of them waa thoroughly tame ; they always are of a most suspicions 
nature, and, however kindly treated, never seem entirely to get over 
their fear of man. 

We know that the wolf of Europe and America is constantly in the 
habit of howling, especially at night ; but my experience leads me to 
the conclusion that the Indian species only utters a peculiar baying 
call, totally different from a howh 

There is another npecies of wolf found beyond our Himalayas, but 
seldom if ever, I believe, on onr side of the parses. This animal, 
called ' cbanko ' by the natives> is tolerably common in Thibet, though 
seldom shot by sportsmen, I twice saw one when over the snow passes, 
but on both occasions failed in getting a shot. Judging from their 
appearance at a distance, and from skins which I have seen, the Thibet 
wolf must be considerably larger than the Indian, and with a much 
thicker and warmer coat, only natural in such a climate. Moreover, 
the fur of the former animal is of a lighter colour altogether than the 
latter. 

I was very anxions to shoot one of these ' chankos * to complete 
my collection. When looking for burrei we constantly came across 
his spoor, probably where he had been doing a little hunting like 
ourselves, and more than once a dismal howling in the night was 
attributed by my Bhootia followers to the Thibet wolf; still I was 
unsuccessful in getting a shot. 

Oue day I shot a ' kyang ' or wild horse, as the animals are 
usually called. They abounded in the neighbourhood, and there was 
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no sport in shooting tbeu ; bat I bad killed this particular specimen 
to examine the creature closely, and make notes, as to its size, shape, 
&e. En passant, I may mention that I found these kyang a great 
nuisance when out after ovisammon, or burrel. They appeared to be 
of a most inquisitive disposition, and with their large, donkej-like ears 
erect, persisted in dc^ging our steps and following us wherever we went, 
till I was ofteu compelled to send a man back to drive them away. 

But to return to my tale. My followers had taken the skin of the 
kyang off and I believe had eaten a portion of the flesh, tJiongh they 
denied it, and left the carcase, about 300 yards from my tent, lying 
on the brow of a hill. There appeared to be no vultures thereabouts, 
but four enormoQS ravens that followed my camp from place to place, 
soon fonnd out the carcase, and were busy enough. Two days after, 
happening to pass near the spot, I could not help noticing that a 
lai^e piece of flesh off the hind quarters was missing, and there was 
every appearance that some wild beast bad been making a meal off 
the carcase daring the previous night. My companions, two Bhootia 
shikanes, having examined the ground in the vicinity, found the spoor 
of some large animal, which they pronounced to be 'chanko' again. 
I enquired if the animal would be likely to retam after dusk, and 
receiving a reply in the affirmative, I determined to lie in ambush and 
wait his arrival. 

Within thirty yards or so of the spot, there was a mass of large 
boulders, well suited for a hiding place, and it was agreed that the 
three of us should sit up concealed among the stones that very evening, 
and give Mr. Chauko a warm reception, shoald be pat in an appearance. 
' It was a bitterly cold-night when we took ap our posts; the wind 
made my teeth chatter, iu spite of being well wrapped in a warm 
blanket; there was a bright moon, which favoured our plana. Many 
hours passed without a sign of a living creature, except occasionally 
the sound of hoofs, as herds of kyang capered about on the plains 
around, a troop now and then coming to drink below us in the 
river; at last, tired after a hard day's fag, I fell asleep. I was 
awakened by a pull at my blanket, and a hoarse whisper, ' Sah^, 
Ckanko.' In a moment I remembered where I was, and on looking 
towards the carcase of the kyang, beheld a large animal of some sort 
on the body, and could hear him gnawing at and tearing the flesh. I 
could see the brute against the sky line very distinctly, and taking as 
good an aim as I could, Sred. There was no need for my attendants 
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informing me that the beast was ' hit,' that waa evident enough, for it 
gave a loud yell, and in heating a retreat made an outcry, which at 
the time struck me as being most unlike that of a wolf. However, 
my Bhootia,8 still declared that auch the creature was, though I had 
my suspicions, for they showed little readiness to follow up the wounded 
animal, and I noticed were conversing in whispers as we returned to 
camp. 

The following morning, in company with my two men, I attempted 
to follow up the Fpoor of the wounded beast, hut the ground was too 
hard and stony for tracking. At first we found a few drops of blood, 
but could trace the animal only for a short distance, so soon gave it 
up. That same evening four Eooniahg came to our tents, from an 
encampment a few miles off^ and commenced an angry altercation with 
my followers. I was engaged at the time, completing a sketch, and at 
first took little notice of what was going on. At lengtli I deemed it 
necessary to interfere and inquire what was the cause of the quarrel, and 
after some little difSculty ascertained that the Thibetans accused some 
of us of having shot one of their sheep dogs. Here waa a pretty busi- 
ness. As a matter of course, native like, my men stoutly denied all 
knowledge of the matter ; but as soon as I discovered the cause of the 
quarrel, 1 at once ordered my interpreter to tell the Hooniabs the whole 
circumstances of the case, and how the mistake had occurred. It ap- 
peared that the Thibetans had loosed three of their sheep dogs the pre- 
vious evening at dusk, as is their usual custom, to guard the goats and 
sheep from wild animals ; and at daylight they discovered that one of 
the dogs, which had strayed away, for what pui-pose we already know, 
and which they described as the best and largest of the three, had ' 
returned wounded iu the hind quai-ters, and apparently bad been shot. 

Knowing that I was in the neighbourhood, and, at the time, the 
only human being within many scores of miles possessing fire-arms, they 
very properly came to the conclusion, that I, or one of my followers, had 
been the cause of the bullet wound in the sheep dog. Naturally they 
were angry and excited, for these Thibet sheep dogs are large and 
valuable animals, and I saw at once that it was a matter of great 
importance to me, alone as I waa, and far away from our territory, 
that the matter should be settled amicably and withnut loss of time ; 
flO I offered to accompany them back to their encampment, do what I 
could for the wounded dog, and, moreover, pay them whatever compensa- 
tion they thought proper for damage done. 
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On reacbing their tents, I waa glad to find that the dog, though 
severely was not mortally injured. The bullet had entered the side, 
passed along under the skin, and just missing the hip bone, bad taken 
its departure over the hind quarters, and es far as I could make out 
no bones were broken. The poor dog seemed to know that I had been 
the cause of his anguish, and growled at me furiously ; two of the 
Hooniabs, however, held him down, while I cut the hair away and 
washed the wounds, completing the business with n bandage -fastened 
on with string. I paid the Thibetans five rupees in money, and gave 
them a cup full of gunpowder with a few bullets as an additional 
present ; and after sundry glasses of rum had been imbibed by them, 
we parted good friends. About fire weeks after I saw this dog again, 
in a fair way of recovery, though there was still an Unhealed wound 
where my bullet had struck him. Finally, I gave my two Bhootias 
a severe reprimand for having been the cause of this untoward affair, 
and declared that I would deduct the five rupees paid to the Hooniahs 
from their wa.ges> a threat not carried out. After all, I never succeeded 
in shooting a chanko. 

Indian wolves are often hunted by English sportsmen on horseback, 
with dogs, but seldom successfully eren on good riding ground. The 
well-known untiring pace of these animals is generally too much even 
for greyhounds. 

The rapidity with which a pair of these ravenous brutes will devour 
a carcase is something extraordinary and almost past belief. 

I remember early one morning in the hot weather of 1870, when 
out after big game ia Scindiah's territory, in company with a young 
friend in the Artillery, we were making for a nullah we intended to 
drive for a pair of panthers known to be in the neighbourhood, onr 
attention was taken, on coming over the brow of a hill, by a herd of 
cattle suddenly, with tails on end, dashing wildly out of a clump of 
bushes, where they had been peaceably grazing just before. From 
the terror displayed by the drove, we rightly concluded that some brute 
had scared or assaulted them. We descended the hill, and on reaching 
the bottom, u single cow left the herd, and came tewards us. She 
was making a low moaning noise, was evidently distressed, and at 
the same time affrighted at something in this clump of jungle ; 
and as we advanced towards the spot she approached ua, as if for 
protection, with ears pricked forward and eyes dilated. My companion 
and I cautiously stole forward, keeping close tegether, and in readiness 



dbyGoogle 



, THJi INDIAN WOLF. 125 

for a shot. It wa>s onl; just after dajlight, when in the hot weather 
months, tigers, panthers, and snch like have not always reached their 
dens after their nightly rounds. 

1 fully expected, knowing as I did that a pair of panthers were in 
the neighbourhood, that we should presently come across one or both 
of them derouriug a bullock, but we were disappointed ; a few steps 
further brought us to a glade, and out in the open, near the centre of 
it, was a pair of animals which I at first took for large jackals, busy 
tugging at what proved to be a fine calf. They were, however, wolves, 
and hearing us approach, looked round, and so suddenly dived into a 
deep crevice in the ground leading into a nullah close at hand, that we 
were taken by surprise, and neither of ns succeeded in getting a shot, 
though we followed the blood-stained pair some diBtance. On returning 
to the carcase, which was that of a fine young heifer, aboat one-third 
grown, I was astonished to find that nearly one-half the body had 
been already devoured, though not more than six or seven minutes at 
the utmost had elapsed since the time when the herd had taken to 
flight, and the calf had been pulled down by the murderers. 

My companion, not up to the ways and religion of the Hindoos, 
innocently suggested to a group of natives who bad now joined ua, and 
who were nearly all Rajpoots, that they should take the remainder of 
the carcase, and cook it for their dinners, as it was very good meat. 
His Hindustanee was not very explicit, but the looks of disgust ex- 
changed between the gentlemen of high -caste, showed that they well 
understood the unlucky suggestion n:y companion had offered anent the 
sacred cow, and I felt bound to tell them that he had done so quite 
unintentionally. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE WILD DOa (Cuon rvtami). 



And tbe wild dog 
Shall fleeh hia tooth in erary innocent.— Sh A ksfeabs. 



Description. 

In Mze rather larger thasa full-grown jackal, measuring perhapiZO incbeBatishoulder. 

Head. — Foxish in appearance, nose pointed, ej'es rather Bmall. 

Eon. — Black, moderately long, erect, but round«d, ver; bur; inaido. 

Body. — Straight and bng. 

Limbt. — Bather short 

Tail. — Bather short, thin at root, and expanding suddenly into a thicic brush of a dark 
brown colour, tip black, the animal carries the tail almost horizontally, never erect 

Colour, — Bright rufous, darker down the face and centre of bock, lighter betov ; hair 
on 1teck of neck grows nther long. 

I HATE onlj twice met with this animai, once within twenty milea of 
Mu3BOorie, and again in the Lnllutpore jangles. On the former 
occasion, I was returning at dusk to my tent after having been oat 
after gooral. I met a dog on the footpath, and in the gloom took the 
brute at first for a large jackal, till my companion, a paharie, called 
out to me to fire, and then it only struck me that jackals sefdom ascended 
the hills to that height. I only had time for a snap shot as the animal 
disappeared, bat imagine that I struck him, for the creature certainly 
nttered a cry. However, we coald find no blood, and never saw it again, 
although I returned and searched carefully for it on the following day. 
The paharie with me and the villagers were perfectly certain that 
this was one of a pack that had infested some very dense jungles in the 
neighbourhood for some months before my arrival at the place, and, 
they informed me, had driven away almost every head of game in the 
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vicinity. I very frequently came across the tracks of wild doga in the 
hills, and once found the remains of a female gerow that had recently 
been devoured ; the bones were scattered about in every direction, 
and I noticed that many of them had been cracked by the powerful teeth 
of these ravenoas brutes. 

I have already related well-authenticated anecdotes of a tiger and a 
bear having been attacked by wild dogs, and both coming off second 
best in the battle ; the result being that the former was torn to pieces, 
and the latter bo smelly mauled that he could only have held out a 
short time longer, had the fight continued to the end. The animals 
are in the habit of travelling about from pla«e to place, sometimes 
crossing over a vast extent of ground in a single night. Wherever 
they go the inhabitants of the foresta flee before them and make for 
other resorts. 

Once in Lnllutpore, when out beating for samber, a pack of nine 
wild dogs had the impudence and temerity to hunt and follow a herd 
of pig that our beaters had put up. They came by me with their 
uoses to the ground : unfortunately the scrub jungle and grass was so 
thick that I could not obtain a clear shot. The animals were not 
exactly giving tongue, but I distinctly heard them utter a low kind of 
whimper as they passed within twenty yards of my post. Soon after 
they had gone by they were fired at by a native, who wounded one of 
the pack, but, much to my disappointment, the animal escaped. T 
believe that when once wild dogs are on the track of a gerow, or any 
animal, in fact, the fate of the creature is well-nigh sealed ; for it hardly 
ever escapes from the jaws of the bloodthirsty, untiring crew. Natives 
have informed me that they will tear in pieces and devour a large bullock 
or full-grown samber in a very short space of time. 

A Bombay sportsman has kindly furnished me with the following 
interesting anecdote about the wild dog. He writes : 

' In the hot season of 1 861 I was out tiger-ehooting with a party 
in the Ehandeish jungles, at the foot of the Satpoora Mountains. 
One day we had shot a couple of tigers, at some distance from om- 
camp, and as usual had sent them on an elephant to the tents, where 
in the course of the evening, we superintended the process of removing 
and pegging out the skins. The carcases were then dragged a few. 
hundred yards off, to the rear of our tents, and left as food for the 
jackals and vultures. 

' Next morning soon after daybreak, as I and another of the party 
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were going into the jungle, we happened to pass within sight of the 
carcases, which had been pretty well demoUehed during the night. 
We noticed three or four tbin-Iooking animals, which we at first 
took to be mangy jackals, gnawing at a CArca«e ; on perceiving vs 
they simply ran a short distance into the jungle and there ' seemed 
to wait until we had passed by. Looking at. these animals a little 
more carefully, they appeared to be lighter in colour and taller than the 
ordinary jackal, and not knowing exactly what they were, we ran back 
to our tents, fetched a conple of rifles, and killed two, which stood for 
an easy shot at a distance of only forty or fifty yards. On going up to 
and examining the dead brutes we were still pnzzled-^so extraordinary- 
looking in appearance were they — to imagine what animals we had killed, 
so had them brought into camp. The Bbeel sbikaries, on seeing then., 
at once pronounced them to be ' Junglee Kutds,' or wild dogs ; adding, 
that they inhabited the jungles in the neighbourhood, though scarcely 
ever seen. 

' These dogs, in appearance, were something between a pariah dog 
and a jackal, light red in colour, with erect pointed ears, and a long 
thin tail, not bushy. They were vety thin and long in the leg, and 
appeared from their make and condition to be capable of great speed 
and endurance.' 
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CHAPTER Xn. 
THE WILD BUFFALO {Bvhalut Ana). 



And tlieir uoatrils nis'd to meet the ait, 

Amid tlie Bheltering element tbe; net. — Southbi'. 



DBSCRrPnoN. 

Hxtreme Zength.—Trom ]2i to 13^ feet. 

Height. — From 6 feet 8 inches to 6 feet, occBaionBUy a few ioches cnore. 

Hontt. — Varj much in the, length, and curve in both Beies ; but especial!)' tlioee of 
the cow, which are not nearly to fAicft— contidenibly longer, and much Btrug-bter than 
thoee of the bull. The boioa of the covr o^n project almost horizoutall]' from the 
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n other specimens, the horna slope Inck over the neck 

r, not protected b; baae of 

fnly.— Immensel; thiok and rounded. 
JAnib: — Very stout and musouUr, rather ihort. 
JW.— Very Ltige aoA^. 
Gmeral Caiour. — Duaky black. 

The Wild Buffalo of India is found In large herds on botii banks of ibe 
Berhampooter, and is a general inhabitant of the dense jnngles of 
Assam, in some parts of which provinoe the; are very plentifni. Occa- 
sionally, though rarely, they are to be met with ia theTerai, below Nepaul, 
also in the Central Provinces in the jungles of Baepore. They are also 
very numerous in Bhootan and. elsewhere. The buffalo of India is the 
'water buffalo, and should not be confouaded with the shaggy-headed 
prairie bison of America, a totally different animal in every respect. As 
many as eighteen or twenty may be found in a herd, but, nsnally 
speaking, from five to ten only are together. The bolls are often found 
alone. A bull may be distinguished from the cows at a great distance 
by bis size. Old solitary bulls are generally very dangerous, and will 
attack human beings in the most vicious manner without the slightest 
provocation. It is a common occurrence to heftr of natives losing 
their lives when passing through the jungles or when cnltivating their 
crops. Thotigh to all appearance a clumsy, unwieldy animal, it is 
capable of wonderfnl activity. Its pace, when making off, is a heavy, 
awkward gallop. When passing through high jungle, it carries its 
horns well baok over the shoulders, and it manages to cross very rough, 
uneven ground, at surprising speed. 

During the heat of the day these animals retire into swamps and 
dense marshy jnngles, but early in the morning or late in the evening 
they may often be seen in the open, especially on the sandy banks and 
islands of the Berhampooter, We frequently shot them at Tezpore 
within a few miles of our barracks, and at night they often came close 
to the outskirts of the station, and did immense damage to the crops. 
The usual way of bunting them, in feet the only practical method in 
such a country as Assam, is by beating with a line of elephants. They 
are also occasionally stalked and shot on foot. This is a highly 
dangerous sport, as I know to my cost, for when shooting on the edge of 
the Lowqua jheel, near Tezpore, Assam, though not in search of buffalo 
at the time, in March 1866, 1 was most severely mauled by a vicious 
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old • buff,' and my sportiDg career very nearly came to a endden and 
inglorious end. 

It happened bs follows: On March 2, 1866, Captain G s of my 

regiment and I obtained three daya leave to ' TiBit the district,' or, in 
other words, to ' go ehooting.' On the preyious evening we had dis- 
patched our servanta, guns, and traps to the opposite bank of the 
Berhampooter from Tezpore, where we were then stationed, and the 
following morning croseed over in a boat. The passage of the river, 
which is very broad thereabouts, took several hours, and the current 
was so strong that we were swept far down and grounded several 
times, and had to take our turn at the oars and toil like galley slaves. 
The day was very hot, without a breath of air, and the glare from the 
water and white sand extremely trying ; and when we reached the 
Lowqua bungalow, a resting-house for travellers, built on piles, but 
always made use of by sportsmen, my companion complained of a bad 
headache, which was not to he wondered at. So in the evening I 
went out for a stroll alone, or rather aceompsnied by a single native, 
a 'klassle,' or tent-pitcher, belonging to my regiment, who often 
attended me on my expeditions. 

We started about three o'clock in the afternoon, and as we intended 
looking for big game, took rifles only. I had a pair of rifles, one a 
heavy donble, burning 4 dra. of powder and carrying 3-oz, bullets 
intended for buffalo, rhinoceros, and such like; the other an old 
favourite two-grooved rifle, lighter than the first, and which I generally 
used for deer. I gave the big weapon to my companion, and taking the 
smaller rifle myself, we made a start, I leading the way with my 
attendant at my heels. Having often been over to Lowqua on former 
expeditions I knew the jungle paths well, and the most likely spots for 
game. We made our way in the direction of a jheel, a large patch of 
water surrounded by high jungle and reeds, the haunt of the wild 
elephant, the, rhinoceros, the wild buffalo, as will fully be exemplified, 
the tiger, and other ferse, and where, on account of the denseness of 
the jnngle, no sane mortal should have entered, as it we£ almost 
impossible for a man on foot to see two yards in front of him. But I 
was at the time inexperienced, and although zay commanding ofiBcer, 

Captain G e, was constantly telling me ' that some fine day he was 

sure that I should come to grief,' I only laughed at his advice, never 
for a moment imagining how soon his warning would prove true. I 
knew that deer and other animals would probably come oat towards 
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sunset to drmk at the edge of tlie lake, and after eucli a hot, close day 
there was every prospect of sport. 

We reached the lake about five o'clock, and after proceeding about 
half a mile along the margin came to where a smalt point of land jutted 
oat into the water. There were several clumps of bushes on the point, 
and behind one of these we decided on hiding. Within a hundred 
yards of us were three or four lanes and * tunnels ' in the grass, made 
by rhinoceros, buffalo, and other brutes going to and returning from 
the water. The soft mud was covered vrith tracks of the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring forests. Presently a splashing in the water about 
sixty or seventy yards off, attracted my attention. The animal, what- 
ever it was, instead of appearing at the mouth of one of the tunnels I 
have spoken of, had unfortunately come to drink where a patch of 
bushes screened it from our view. On stooping dovm I could make out 
the legsof apparently some large deer, perhaps after all only a oommon 
Farah or Hog deer, but as it was getting late and only half an hour or 
so of daylight remained, I determined on attempting a stalk to see 
what it was at any rate, so motioning my companion to follow, we 
slowly crept up towards the game. On reaching the patch of bushes 
which had prevented my getting a shot, and looking over, the animal 
had disappeared : perhaps it had heard us approaching, or having 
drunk its fill had retired into the grass again. 

We advanced cautiously a few pxices, till we reached the spot where 
the deer had been standing a few moments previously. I was just 
pointing out to my companion the water yet trickling into the slots 
made by its feet, wh^n something moved in the grass close to us. I 
turned round sharply, but all was again silent. There was a tunnel 
under the reeds and jungle, up which the deer we were following had 
gone. I made sure that what we had heard in the grass waa the 
sound of tliis deer retreating, little thinking that a treacherous 
monster in the shape of an'old bull buffalo was ready waiting for me : 
so stooping, I followed the tracks. It was a reckless thing to do in 
such a spot. We were up to our ankles in mud, and the overhanging 
reeds, nearly meeting overhead, made it very dark. .1 had only 
taken four or five paces, and was in a cramped position, listening as 
I took each step, and straining my eyes to catch a ghmpse of the 
deer's hide, when there was a crash in the jungle close to me, and 
before I could turn round to my right and bring the muzzle of my 
rifle to bear, in a second of time, I was hurled to the ground, with 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE WILD BUFFALO. 13$ 

a^tonisbing quickness, by a tTemeii<3ous butt on tbe rigbt shoulder, 
followed ap hy a pair of bnge knees on tn; cheet crasbing me down. 
My rifie bad been sent flying out of my band at tbe first sbock, but 
bad I retained possession of it, it could not bare assisted me in tbe 
least My companion was close bebind me at the time, and I calle«l 
out twice to bim in Hindustani to Are, but be rendered me no aasietance 
in tbe bour of need. Tbe buffalo commenced butting me witb his 
bnge head ; I was covered witb foam from bis vile month. Most 
luckily tbe ground was very soft, or I must bare been killed. I 
had fallen on my back, but mansged by clutching the root of a small 
tree to draw myself from under him, but as I did so and turned over, 
he struck me a terrible blow on the back, witb bis foot, breaking 
two ribs, and then I was powerless and imagined all hope of escape 
to be over. 

He gave me a bad wound on tbe left arm, another dangerous one 
under tbe arm^pit, a third on tbe hip, all witb bis boms, and then I found 
myself lifted off tbe ground and thrown a tremendous somersault in 
the air. I most here mention that on this disastrous day I happened 
to be wearing a pair of strong English cord pantaloons, in which the 
animal when thrusting at me bad caught tbe tip of one of bis borne, and 
in trying to get clear, or in attempting some other vicious nianceuvre, 
dnrisg which he succeeded in giving me another terrible gash, as I 
have already said, sent me flying. I believe I descended on my head, 
but «till having a portion of my senses about me, I remained perfectly 
still where I bad iallen. Most luckily 1 was half hidden by a low thorn 
bush, and was almost on tbe edge of the lake a^ain. About four yards 
off, from under tbe bush, I coald see the head and shoulders of the- 
enemy, and, as may be supposed, I watched him vrith anxiety. He was 
snuffing tbe ground where be had been pounding me. He seemed to 
listen for a few moments, and then to my inexpressible relief, went to 
look for me in exactly an opposite direction, and presently entirely dis- 
appeared. Now or never was the time to escape. I managed to 
stmggle to my feet, the trees and grass seemed to be whirling round 
me, I took twenty or thirty hurried, tottering paces along tbe edge of 
the lake, and then, bleeding fearfully, fell over insensible. Tbe next 
thing I remember, on coming to my senses, was my wretched com- 
panion kneeling by my side, crying, and attempting to stop the bleeding 
pf my arm. In a moment I remembered all that had happened, and 
wbiBpraed him to be silent, and support me to my feet, which be did. 
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We managed to stagger along for perhaps 6fty }'ard8 and I contd 
go no farther ; I had a fearful thirst on me ; he had my hat in his 
hand, I told him to bring water in it ; he brought some from the lake, 
poured a Uttle down my throat, and the remainder over mj head. I 
made him cut his linen coat into strips, dip them in the water, and 
bind up my arm as well aa he could, and then run for assistance, first 
having put his rifie at full cock by my side. 

Night came on and I fell into a kind of doze. It seemed very long 
before I heard Toices, and then saw tlie glare of torches, and friends 

standing round me. G 8, after a long search in the dark, had found 

out where I was lying. He poured some brandy down my throat, and 
put me on a bed carried by four men. We reached the bungalow in 
an hour. My friend rapidly cut my clothes off, washed and bound up 
my wounds so cleverly that when, soon after, a doctor, accompanied by 
two others, made his appearance, he would not unbiud the bandages 

that G 8 had so skilfully put on. It was many weeks before I 

could move hand or foot, and for a full month after I dtd get oa my 
legs again, I was only able to hobble about with difiSculty with the 
assistance of a stick. But I was in good health at the time, and my 
wounds healed rapidly. However, ' Quse nocent docent,' I had been 
taught a severe lesson, and 8ince that have been more careful when 
shooting on foot, especially in jungles where there was a chance of 
meeting an old bull buffalo. This old bull received his deserts shortly 
afterwards. My brother officers, bent on revenge, crossed th« Berham- 
pooter with a number of elephants. They beat up the edge of the 
swamp near the scene of my late disaster, and speedily found the old 
'Urnah at home. He charged them once and died game, with his 
carcase riddled with bullets. 

Natives have often told me, and I believe with truth, that a tiger 
will never molest buffaloes when in a herd, though he will take 
advantage of a poor cow with her calf. 

A buffalo is not often dropped with a single bullet, though I have 
seen this happen occasionally. The very first one I ever fired at, near 
' Gowhatty, fell stone dead, with a shell behind the ear. The neck, and 
just behind the shonlder, are deadly spots. I have often heard of 
bullets being flattened on the eknlls of bull buffaloes, and the animals 
escaping, but this is not my experience; even a common double- 
barrelled gun will generally, I believe, with a good charge of powder, 
at a moderate distance, drive a ball through the skull of the most 



Digiliz 



dbyGOOgIC 



THE WILD BUFFALO. 135 

thick-heacled ' buff.* At Tezpore we brought in one day the head of a - 
very fine bnffiilo, and placed it by way of experiment against the 
wall of a bailding, and at a distance of several paces, a double- 
barrelled gOD, belonging to our doctor, who backed the gun, loaded 
with three drams of coarse powder and spherical bullet, drove the 
ball not only through the skuU and neck of the bu&alo, but with 
great force against the wall beyond. The ekin of the wild bufiblo, 
especially about the neck, is of immense thickness, and is valuable 
for leather ; when properly cnred it is worth from twelve to siiteen 
rupees. 

Z have several times seen buffaloes charge a line of elephants in 
spite of a shower of ballets fr^m the howdah. Yety few elephants 
will stand steady when chained, but almost invariably tnm their stem* 
io the enemy. Two or three of our elephants In Assam were gored by 
the horns of bufhloes ; but I can only remember one that was at all 
severely hurt. It was an old female ; she had a large swelling in the 
stomach for several weeks, caused by the horn of a wounded cow 
buffalo. 

In jungles where wild elephants abound, and the game is not often 
fired at and disturbed, buffaloes will often take little notice of howdah 
elephants approaching, especially if there are only two or three of the 
latter, if no noise is iuad«, and silence is kept by the occupants of 
the howdahs. They apparently mistake them for the forest elephants 
which they oiten meet with, and do not fear. The tame village bufialoes 
not unfreqtiently mix with the wild ones. An' experienced sportsman 
will recognise at a glance a tame buBalo: be is never so plump or 
in such fine condition as his wild brethi-en. But care should be taken > 
I have seen absurd mistakes made, and a heavy bill to pay to the 
villagers through the impetnosity of gentlemen too eager for the fray. 
There is a GovemmMit reward of three rupees for a wild buffklo : 
this is quite necessary, for in parts of Assam, out of the reach of 
sportsmen, the animals increase rapidly, and do great mischief to the 
crops of the poor villagers. I hare seen a field of rice utterly spoiled 
in a single night by an Invaeion of ' buffs ' i not only do they devour 
immense quantities of the rice when getting ripe, but trample down and 
destroy with their huge feet even more than they eat Unless there 
is a shikary with his matchlock in the village, the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants are afraid to meddle with the enemy, and it is not to be wondered 
at, for the wild buffalo is a sulky dangerous hrute at any time. 
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Sometimee the; ure taken in pitfallB, but I do not tbink trape oi 
this description meet with m»ch Bticcess. 

The natives of Assam, in diatriots where I have been quartered, 
seldom keep tame bull baffaJoes for breeding purposes, but at certain 
times in the year, when the cattle are driven out to feed on the jungle 
side, ' a distinguished visitor ' in the person of a huge Umah, or wild 
bull, makes his appearance &om the ae^hbouring swamp, speedily 
curries favour with the tame cows, and finally takes entire possession 
of the herd, making threalening demoQitrations with his horns, and 
- pursuing the herdsmen, on their attempting an approach for the pnr- 
poae of driving home their erratic kine. The latter, in spite of being 
called from a distance by their owners, appear to be perfectly content 
with their new lot, and nothing loath to acknowledge the huge inter- 
loper as their lord and master for the time being. 

Several times when stationed at Tezpore, the natives came to our 
barracks, imploring as to rid them of these troublesome Urnahs. 

In April 1865, an old herdsman came one morning with the nsaal 
story, and begged us to render him assistance. A wild bqll hod 
carried off five of his cows, and for the space of a whole week, the sup- 
plicant had been unable to reclaim his property. This bull had been 
seen that very morning enjoying a bath in company with the tame 
beasts, and as the spot was only some £Bir miles distant, my brother 
officers determined on looking him up. 

At the time, I was hora d6 combat, aad only slowly recovering from 
the severe mauling I had undei^ne early in the previous month, 
BO — much to my disappointment — was unable to accompany my com- 
pan ions. 

They ordered out four elephants with three howdahs np, and- having 
taken the old cattle-keeper with them to show the way, soon made a 
start. I remember that it was a particolariy stUl day, without a breath 
of wind. Presently, perhaps an hour afl«r their departure, I became 
excited on hearing a distant pop, bang, bang, in the direction of the 
Berhampooter. My friends returned soon after, with the head of an 
enormous bull bu^lo slung to the back «f one of the howdahs : by 
their account, however, he had not shown much sport. 

The marrow-bones and tongue of a buffalo are worth keeping for 
the pot, and, as I have already mentioned, the hide is valuable for 
leather. 

One more anecdote of a successful enooonter with a buffalo (or 
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rather iu which a friend was succesBliil), and I will paaa on. The 
Lowqoa lake during the cold weather swarmed with thousands of 
wild fowl. Pintail dacks and gadwall were especially numerous, and 

we made many a good bag there. Captain G a of my regiment and 

I had the shooting of this large jheel almost entirely to ourselves. It 
was in aa out-of-the-way part, and few English sportsmen visited 
the place. On January 22nd, 1864, having crossed the Berhampooter the 
previous evening, we found ourselves at an early hour, guns, dogs, and 
attendants, on the edge of the lake, bent on a day's duck-shooting. 
Boats had been prepared on the previous evening, and as bad been 
agreed on, four fishermen, the owners of the same, met ns at the water's 
edge. As is often the case early ia the morning in the cold weather 
months, especially iu Assam, a very dense fog hung over the surface of 
the water. 

The first thing to be done was to decide how we were to shoot the 
lake with the best chance of success. One of our boatmen, remarked, 
that, before commencing our attack on the * moorghabies ' or ducks, 
it would on such a morning be well worth while to paddle qnietly 
ronnd the edge of the jheel, and probably we might get a shot at a 
rhinoceros, or still more likely a ' judgli bhyns ' or wild buffalo. This 
advice seemed good, and we determined on adopting it, so made a 

start in the larger of the two boats, G s sitting at the bow, and 

I at the stern. Instead of using paddles, which would be. sure to 
make some noise, our men produced a pair of long poles, and with 
these they were able to punt us along with no farther sound as we 
made rapid progress through the water than that caused by the ripple 
against the bow of the canoe. We gUded along silently, only able to 
see twenty or thirty yards in ^vance. Vast flocks of ducks kept 
rising in front, scared by our approach, and a large description of 
purple coot abounded in the thick reeds bordering the lake. 

We had gone I suppose about half a mile in this manner, when 

the man standing next to G s suddenly ceased tuning the boat 

forward, and held up his hand, as much as to say 'listen.' There 
was a dead silence. We heard a ' splosh,' ' splosh,' ' splosh,* in the 
mud close at hand. The boat had still way on, and continued 
gliding forward. The next moment several huge creatures loomed 

out of the fog close t» ns. Q s was the nearest, and before I was 

ready, bang went his rifie, a short Enfield, at a buffalo standing within 
thirty yards of us with his nose elevated in the air, and stupidly 
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eyeing our approach. The ballet told with a load ' whop ' oa the 
bWk hide. There was a deBperatfl flouader and splaeb, and a crash in 
the reeds, and the herd Tanished. What was to be done next? (This 
was previous to inj disastrous afiEair with the old bull, already related, 
or the probabilities are we should have acted less rashly.) One of the 
animals was struck without doubt : G— — s thought somewhere in the 
chest. 

While yet debating what was to be done, we were all startled 
by a loud, deep, and terrible moan. The boatmen became intensely 
excited, exclaiming, ' Sahib, bhyna mUi^a,' meaning ' the boffalo is 
dead.* We listened for a few moments, but all was still, and the noise 
we had heard was not repeated. We landed, and agreed to follow up 
the track, if we could find blood to distingnisb ihe wounded buffalo 
from his brethren. There Was no .difficulty in this ) on the edge of the 
jungle we found blood, and in plenty : it was a bright colour and frothy, 
a sure sign of a deadly wound. The track led tip a dark tunnel under 

the reeds. I did not much admire the look of things, but as G- s 

gallantly led the way without a remark, I did not like to show or say 
what I felt. Closing tip one behind the other with rifles at fbll cock, 
eyes opened to the widest, and ' arrectis amibus ' to catch the slightest 
sound, we entered the jtingle. The mud was something fearful, and 
we were soon ankle deep in the mire, and the exertion of first drawing 
one leg out and then the other was severe in the extreme. One thing 
was certain : if we were attacked, we must then and there fight it out. 
There could be no running away. 

We laboured along slowly, when G — ' — s suddenly halted, and was 
about to raise his rifle to his shoulder. I stayed bis arm, and inquired 
by raising my eyebrows, ' What do you see?* Moving a little on one 
side, he pointed straight in fhnit, and then I saw for the first time a 
black object on the ground, and could just make out *a tail.' It was 
little use firing into the animal's stem, even when so close : if alive, 
and the shot did not kill it on the spot, likely enough it would bring 
the brute on to the top of us. There was a long pause, still not a 
move ; * He must be dead,' whispered my companion, making a step 
forward : another pace, aJid at length we arrived close up, and sure 
enough there lay a very fine 'buff* quite dead. The body was distended 
to an extraordinary size ; we found out afterwards caused by internal 
bleeding. An artery had been divided by the bullet in its passage, and 
the animal had probably died from stiffocation. The ball had passed 
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nearly through the body lengthways, and we found it buried just under 
the akin behind the ribs. Leaving a man with a hatchet to hew off 
the head of the prize, cut out the marrow-bonea, and take off the skin, 
we made for the boat, delighted with our success, and later returned 
heavily laden with near twenty couple of duck and teal. 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 

THE ELEPHANT (El^ha, Indicnt). 



The beast who hath between his eyes 
The serpent fin B hniuli — Macauiat. 



In former years wild elephants, now mucb^ reduced in numbers, 
abonnded in the dense forests at the foot of the Himalayas, especially 
in the Dboon and Sewalik range. They are to this day plentiful in 
Assam and Burmah. Many are yearly caught and tamed by Govern- 
ment officers for the use of the State } some for dragging big guns, others 
for the commissariat. We often saw wild elephants in Assam when on 
shooting expeditions, but did not molest them. 

In my opinion, though I am no elephant-hunter, following up a 
' rogue ' elephant on foot, especially in swampy ground^ is the most 
dangerous of all sports, not excepting tiger-shooting under similar cir- 
cumstances. It is a colnmon error to suppose that the giant elephant is 
unwieldy and easily to be avoided in thick jungle; but only those who 
have been pursued by an enraged elephant, or who have witnessed the 
extraordinary speed sometimes displayed by a wounded one when bent 
on revenge, can understand the extreme peril in which the sportsman is 
placed as he endeavours to escape, with the huge monster crashing 
through the thicket, close behind him. When howdah-shooting, our 
mahouts were always anxious to keep clear of wild elephants, as their 
own beasts got very excited and troublesome on viewing their confreres 
. of the jungle. 

I remember one day when snipe-shooting with a brother officer, on 
the margin of the Lowqua jheel, in the Tezpore district, we came across 
a very large ' tusker.' This jheel or lake was surrounded by heavy 
jungle, and nearer the water by dense masses of reeds and tall grass ; 
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bnt there was a narrow strip of swampy ground on the very margia of 
the lake, covered with short rushes ; and here in the cold season snipe 
were to be found, though not in great abundance. There was just 
room for a conple of guns to walk abreast, with two men between ns. 
The gun next the water got nearly all the shooting, but every now and 
then we changed places. We had just landed from a ' dugout,' or a log 
of timber, generally from the mangtrtree, hollowed out into a canoe, 
had advanced only about fifty yards, and hardly commenced operations, 
when a crackling in the jungle close at hand brought as to a halt, and 
soon to a retrograde movement in the direction of our boat. 

There were only wild animals, such as rhinoceri, elephants, and 
bu&klo in that neighbourhood, and not a village within many miles. 
It was evident that some big brute was approaching the water : we 
had only our shot guns, so that the best thing to do was to retreat and 
get out of his way. We therefore scrambled into the canoe again, and 
in a few minates a huge elephant came out of the grass, probably 
either to drink or bathe ; but on seeing oa he pricked np his ears and 
came to a halt. We asked the boatmen if he was a wild elephant, or 
one that had escaped from Nowgong, a station six or seven miles off. 
They replied that the beast was undoubtedly a wild one, and that they 
had often seen him before near this very spot. He stood swinging his 
trunk and eyeing us, as we imagined, in any but a friendly way, but 
presently turned round and walked slowly back again into the reeds. 
He might have been, and probably was, a harmless beast enough, but 
we did not begin our snipe-shooting again till we had paddled a good 
quarter of a mile from the place where we had viewed our friend. He 
was one of the largest elephants that I have ever seen. Not far from 
this same jheel, I fired at and wounded most severely a ' rogue ' 
elephant. 

This brute had been for some time the terror of the district, and 
there was a reward offered by Government to the person who should 
kill him. He was in the habit of walking into villages, the inhabitants 
of course taking to their heels ; and out of pure mischief would unroof 
the huts, and take whatever he fancied from the bunniahs' (grain-sellers') 
shops. 

On January 3, 1864, in company with G- s of jny regiment, we 

crossed over to the Lowqua lake from Tezpore for a couple of days' duck- 
shooting, and soon afler reaching the spot, intelligence was brought to us 
that this notorious elephant had been seen that very morning on the edge 
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of a smaJl lake, only a short distance from the larger piece of water. 
We had brought our rifles with us, and a^eed that before Srtng at wild 
fowl we woold look round this lake. By the time we had reached the 
spot it was near midday, and an extremely hot sun overhead. On 
peering through the tall grass bordering the wat«r, there (almost 
directly opposite, and certainly not fifty yards off), stood a huge 
elephant, exactly tallying with the description we so often had heard of 
the well-known * rogue,' and the object of our search. 



TiEW or THE Bhootan Hills from tub Bala Stockadb. April 186fi. 

To all appearance the animal was asleep, for with the exception of 
eloffly moving his ears when the flies teased him, he was motionless. 
After a hurried consultation, we knelt down and took deliberate aim 
at this huge target ; he was broadside to us, bo we aimed at the root 
of bis ear, and fired almost at the same instant. The bullets told londly 
on the beast's skull. The elephant gave a shrill scream, and came 
down on his knees, and then almost on his side, but shaking his head, 
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recovered himself, receiving oe he did ao another ballet from my rifle, 
and a second barrel from mj companion. In another moment he 
had disappeared. What waa to be done next? 'Better leave him 
alone,' I said ; ' if he dies we shall be sore to find him ; ' bat my 
companion was a raah man, and insisted on going round to see the 
result of our allots. 

He led the way ; we kept clear of the grass, and walked round in 
the water, making as little noise as poasible, till we reached the place 
where the animal had been standing. There we found a patch of 
blood on the grass and reeds where he had entered the jungle, and my 
friend, in a louder voice than was necessary, was calling my attention 
to it, when close at hand there was a crash in the reeds. I ducked 

under a thick thorn bush, G -s taking to his heels along the edge 

of the lake. Every moment I expected the beast to come out in 
search of his persecutors, but we saw him no more, and thought it 
advisable to beat a retreat home. The animal was very severely 
wounded, but he made straight away for some distant hills, and was 
never seen or heard of again, but there can be little doubt that he 
died of his wounds. 

Elephants are nnmerous in the Bhootan jungles. When on service 
there in 1S65, we were encamped for severs! months near Bala. We 
not unfrequently heard elephants at night breaking the trees; and 
early one morning, when in searoh of jungle fowl, and passing through 
a very dense timber forest, I caught a glimpse of three hiige ele- 
phants rapidly and silently disappearing among the tree trunks. Two 
of our baggage elephants, lent by the Kooch-Behar rajah, made their 
escape, and we supposed joined the herds of wild ones. They had been 
recently caught, and were not thoroughly tamed. 

Elephant-bunting in these times can hardly be inclnded among our 
Indian sports, for in parts of Bengal where I have been stationed at any 
rate, the practice of shooting such useful creatures is forbidden, so that, 
excepting now and then when a reward is offered for the destrucfion of 
a ' rogue ' who has rendered himself conspicuous by his depredations, 
the sportsman seldom gets an opportunity of slaying such noble game. 
I am informed that the Government of Ceylon also now prohibits 
elephant hunting, and certain it is that if some restrictions had not 
been put in force to prevent the wholesale destruction of elephants in 
that island, sooner or later, and probably at no distant period, they 
would have become extinct. 
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CHAPTEK XIV. 
THE GREAT fflDIAN RHINOCEROS (Shitteoerot Indiciu). 



Wilt thou trust him because hit strength ib great P-Job. 

DEBCBipnoir. 
Extr»me i*nj(A— From 12 to 13 feet. 
Height.— Fiooi 5^ to 5i feet. 

flbm*.— Both eeiee haye a aingle horn, aituftled n««r the end of the enout, ilightl; 
curvati, and pointiDg bwjkwardB, from 15 to 20 inchaa in length. ,-, . 
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Jbrf—Rftther long and rounded. When erect they point forwards. 

£i/nt—3mail and twinkling. 

Ntck—Veiy thorl and thick, and overlapped by two or three heavy folde of thick 

Body— Very broad, and much rounded. Back alightly hollow. 
General CWotw — Dirty black. 
Limb« — Short and thick. 
Feet — Divided into three toes. 
rait— Short. 

The Indian Bbinoceros is found in Assam, where it iB still plentiful, and 
also in the Bhootan jungles. During the campaign of 1865, an advance 
guard, when marching very earl; one morning between Bala an^ 
Buza, suddenly came upon a huge * Gainda ' standing in the middle of, 
and complete!; blocking, the nai-row path. The aninial, however, 
quickly wheeled round, and disappeared in the jungle. Later, a 

very fine rhinoceros was shot by my eommaudaot. Colonel S d, in 

the neighbourhood of Buxa. In former years it was to bo met with in 
the forests bordering on the Sardah in Nepaul and the Philibeet district, 
and also in Gorruckpore ; but it is now extinct there or very nearly so. 

The Indian Khinoceros, male and female, has a single hoin, seldom 
growing to more than eighteen inches in leugth. 

Khinoceri are usually found in swamps where the reeds and grass 
are very dense, remaining hidden, often asleep, during the day : at night 
they come out to feed on the edge of the forest. They sometimes will 
travel long distances to reach rice and corn fields, and do immense 
mischief, so much so that there is a Government reward of twenty 
rupees to anyone shooting a rhinoceros. If left unmolested they are, 
uanally speaking, harmless, but when wounded, dangerous, especially 
to a sportsman on foot. They will occasionally, in this condition, like 
the bufEalo, charge an elephant with their eyes closed, and inflict severe 
wounds. I have never seen this happen, bat I remember an instance 
of a howdah elephant being very dangerously hurt by the horn of a 
rhinoceros. A young tea-planter near Tezpore had charge of a fine 
elephant for the use of his garden, but occasiqually took him out for 
shooting purposes. On returning one evening from the jungle, he 
came across two rhinoceri. He fired at and struck one, and followed 
it up into a swamp ; suddenly he came upon the animal in the thicket, 
and it immediately charged : the elephant swung round and was about 
to make off, when the rhinoceros caught him a tremendous butt ia 
the side, nearly knocking him over, and inflicting a severe wound 
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several iuches in length, very deep, and, I need hardly add, extremely 
dangerous. For many months the poor beast was unSt for work, and 
became very thin aod emaciated, and all thought he would die, bat he 
eventually recovered. 

The hide of the rhinoceros is so very thick, being covered with huge 
plates, that unless struck on the head (behind the ear is also a very deadly 
place) bullets ftvm a common gun do him little harm, and even rifle 
balls with large charges of powder, unless well placed, are ineffectual. 

We often hunted this huge animal in the neighbourhood of Tezpore, 
where it was by no means rare ; an exceedingly fine specimen was shot 
by my brother officers, near the margin of the Lowqua Lake in the 
month of April 1865. 

We usually came across them on the edge of some inland jheel 
or lake, where the water wus surrounded by dense reeda, gra^s, and 
jungle. The animals like to roll and wallow in the soft mud, and 
generally speaking their hides are thickly coated with a layer of clay. 
On being disturbed by the approach of the elephants, they generally 
with prieked-up ears, more like huge pigs thaa anything else, stand 
staring and oS'er a fair mark to the nearest sportsman. Often, how- 
ever, the jungle where * Gainda,' as he is called by the natives, is 
to be found, is so high and thick that it is almost impossible to catch 
a glimpse of him as he makes o&. 

The foot of the rhinoceros is divided into three, that of the elephant 
into five toes, so that their footmarks are at once distinguishable the 
one from the other. Moreover, the prints differ in size, the elephant's 
being much larger. The horn of the rhinoceros can be removed with 
ease, whereas the tusks of the elephant are extracted with great diffi- 
culty. Rhinoceri are in the habit of depositing their ordure in one 
particular spot. I have several times come across these places : 
apparently, from the heap of soil and the rankness of the grass around, 
they had been used for very many years, and on examination I invari- 
ably found fresh traces of the brutes. Natives have told me that often 
sava^ encounters take place at these spots between the males, who, I 
suppose, have casually met. The Assamese build macbana in trees near, 
and on moonlight nights wait for the rhinoceri and sometimes shoot them. 

Jerdon in his 'Mammals of India' describes a second species, 'The 
Lesser Indian Rhinoceros' [Rhinoceros sovdaicits), which he tells us is 
found in the Bengal Sunderbuns. 1 regret that I am unable to supply 
any information regarding this animal. 
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CHAPTER XT. 
THE WILD BOAU (5iw /ndVw), 



So fares a boar whom all the troop surrounds, 
Of shouting huDtsmen, aud of clamorous hounds ; 
He griads hia iv'r; tneka ; he fo&ms with ire ; 
HissoDguiae eyebalb glare with living fire. — The Ililb. 



I AH touchiD^ here on delicate t^ouDd. The spear and not the 
rifle IB the nsaal and more legitimate weapon for bunting hog, and 
shooting a boar in many parts of India is considered a worse crime, if 
possible, than shooting a fox is in England. I can fancy many an old 
Indian taming from this part of mj sketches in disgust ; bnt this rule I 
venture to say only applies to certain districts, where hog can be speared 
from horseback, and no sportsman worthy of the name would ever think 
of shooting them, under such circumstances, or anywhere within reach 
of a tent club. But in the Himalayas, or among the rocky hills and 
nallahs of Bundelkund, and in many other parts of the country where 
spearing hog is impossible and out of the question, it is a perfectly 
legitimate sport to shoot boars at any rate. 

Wild hog differ so much in size and appearance in different parts 
of India, that it is difficult to give a general measurement for all. The 
largest that I have ever seen bare been in the Himalayas; but those 
of Assam and Lower Bengal often reach a great size and weight. One 
killed by a brother officer near Gowhatty, in 1866, measured close on 
forty inches at the shoulder. On the other hand, the hog inhabiting 
the scrub and bush jungle of Bundelkund and Gwalior are of small 
size, fully one- third less I should say than the first mentioned. The ' 
largest boar that I ever measured, shot in the Himalayas, reached five 
feet ten inches in length, and over three feet at the shoulder ; he was 
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an euorinoua brnte ; but thej not unfrequently exceed even this. This 
boar I shot in the middle of the night, and under rather remarkable 
circumtttanceB, so I will relate the story. 

In one of my nnmeroua rambles in the Himalayas I happened to be 
encamped in the upper ranges on tLe look-out for bears. My t«nt 
was pitched about 200 yards above a small village, where I procured 
supplies, and on the borders of an oak forest ; directly below the tent 
were some fields of corn, one beneath the other, on the side of the hill, 
like huge atepa, and I could not help noticing on the evening of my 
arrival at the place that the crops had suffered much from the ravages 
of wild animals, more especially hog ; the upper fields close below my 
encampment were rooted up in all directions, and half the crop de- 
stroyed. 

That same night I was awakened several times by my dog, who 
slept by my side, continually movinif and growling, but imagined that 
the animal's restlessness was caused by some of the village curs prowl- 
ing about in search of scraps, as they are in the habit of doing. At 
length, when only half asleep, I became aware of a munching noise, 
caused by some animal feeding not far off, so I sat np and listened, 
and presently determined to look out in the direction the sound 
appeared to come from. At the back of my tent was a window, or 
rather a square hole, with a piece of canvas hanging over it to keep 
out the night air, and fastened by buttons ; this window happened to be 
just over my head, so kneehng on the bed, I unfastened the flap, and 
looked out. It was a still bright night, and a full moon shining on th» 
side of the hill made objects at a moderate distance, and away from the 
shadow of the trees, easily discernible. And there within fifty yards 
or so of the tent was a large dark animal in the middle of the crop, 
hard at work devouring a red kind of corn. I had no diflSculty in 
making this out to be a wild hog of large siee, and took measures 
accordingly. 

My rifles were close at hand, tied to the pole of the tent, and 
my pouch of cartridges under the bed : it did not take me two minutes 
to unfasten, slip the cover off, and load one of the weapons, but 
my dog got so excited at these unnsaal midnight preparations that 
I had the greatest difficulty in restraining him from whining and 
spoiling the sport. On looking out again, however, the muncher was 
still there, broadside to me, so I took a shot at him, and almost 
simultaneous with the loud echoing report, I heard the unmistakeable 
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thnd of the ballet on the aniinars hide; but away he went, as if 
nothing had happened. 

M; serrants and the rillagers were awakened by the riSe shot and 
presently came running up to inquire what was the matter, but I sent 
them home again, as nothing coald be done till daybreak. I was up 
earlier than usual the next morning, and in company with a Ghoorkha 
chaprassie followed the track of the animal I had fired at. There was 
ample evidence by the stream of gore that the pig was hard hit, and 
we had not gone twenty yards into the forest, when we came on a 
huge wild boar lying dead, with a bullet wound through his carcase. 

The hide of this animal is, I think, very much the same colour all 
over the country, viz., dull black, covered more or less with black hair 
and bristles. 

The young are first sti-iped ; then brown ; later still, when they 
have reached their fall strength, dingy black ; and on reaching old 
age, the animal often becomes a grizzled, grey colour. Old males are 
armed with large semi-circular tusks ; those in the lower jaw much the 
Icngest, curving outwards and upwards, and meeting when the moutlt 
" is closed, a shorter and thicker pair in the upper jaw ; it is by rubbing 
these teeth together that the wild hoar keeps the curved edges per- 
petually sharp. The tusks of a very fine Indian boar sometimes reach 
eight and a half and nine inches in length ; but anything above this is 
exceptionnl, and the very largest pairs of canine teeth that I have seen, 
were much smaller than the tremendous weapons which garnish the 
jaws of the African Valke Vark or £!mgallo. None but those who have 
witnessed it can conceive the rapidity and terrible power with which 
when enraged the wild boar uses these formidable tusks. I have seen 
a dog nearly cut in two by a single stroke. Occasionally in hog-hunting 
horses are ten-ibly injured, and poor beaters are not unfrequently cut 
over with ghastly wounds. Sportsmen have frequently been mauled, 
and a European in the Customs Department near Jhansie, many years 
ago, lost his life, so fearfully was he gored by a hog tbat he had 
wounded. The strength of the animal is proverbial, and his speed such 
that the fleetest Arab horse often has to be ridden to the utmost to 
bring his rider alongside the chase. 

There is hardly a more dangerous brute to cope with on foot than a 
wounded boar. He will fight to the last and then die game, and natives 
in the hills have told me more than once that they would rather face a 
hear. He lies hidden during the day, generally under a thick patch of 
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bnebes, snrroancled with dense grass, in the bed of a nullah. A patch of 
sugar cane, or high grass jungle, especially if near the edge of a swamp, 
is also very likely to hold a sounder. 

Often when bird-Bhooting in the neighbourhood of Jhansie, I have 
almost fallen over a wild hog lying asleep and completely hidden in the 
long grass and thicket. At dusk he sallies out in quest of food, and 
often travels many miles to plunder fields of grain or sugar cane, or to 
dig up certain kinds of roots and ground nuts to which he is partial. 
He generally returns before daylight, and when the son is fairly up^ 
has once more reached his retreat. 

In the hills the animal is especially fond of acorns and walnuts ; 
there also he is a terrible spoiler of the harvest. The mischief and 
havoc created by a sounder of hog in a single nigbt is incredible. Not 
only do they root op young com with their noses, cut the sugar cane 
as if with a knife, but they trample on and spoil even more than they 
devour. The unfortunate natives in many parts of the country, 
especially the inhabitants of villages bordering on the forest, lose 
quite half of their crops by these nightly visitations. Often on wet, 
stormy nights, I have heard poor fellows in the hills shouting to drive ' 
the pigs and bears off their corn ; night after night, till the crop is cut, 
they sit up on macbans, or platforms raised on poles, and by beating 
tom-toms and shouting, whenever they bear wild animals approaching 
or devouring the corn, to a certain extent scare them away. 

I need hardly mention that the hog is regarded by all 4rue 
followers of the prophet as an unclean animal ; but Ghoorkhas, 
BAJpoots, Seikhs, and Pahanes in general prefer the flesh of the 
wild pig to any venison. 

One of the most extraordinary scenes that I ever witnessed during 
my sporting career, was in an encounter with a herd of wild hog high 
up in the Himalayas. In the autumn of 1864, I obtained a couple of 
months* leave to the hills, and aa usual, having completed my arrange- 
ments, made all haste to reach some happy hunting grounds north 
of the Pindur river. In a former expedition, as I was returning 
south, I had quite by chance discovered a range of hills where thar 
and moonal pheasants were abundant. I had then no time to make a 
halt, but noted the spot for a futnre visit. Within ten days from 
leaving the plains, I had crossed 

O'er bleak Almoroh's hill, 
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and my camp was pitched in this out-of-the-way spot ; but for a whole 
week I met with little success, only bagging one tbar, a young male. 
The weather was most annoyinf; and tantalising; day after day, soon 
after dawn, a thick damp fog rolled up the valleys and enveloped us in a 
cloud, through which it was impossible to see an object distinctly, even 
when quite close. Still we persevered in bopea of a change of luck. 

On several occasions when ascending from my tent to the crags 
above I had noticed the iresh marks of wiM hog, where they had quite 
recently rooted up the soil with their snouts ; but my companions 
(two men from the only village within many miles) were unable to tell 
me where the animals retired during the day. There was a large 
patch of oak trees, and in the vicinity the pigs had ploughed up the 
dead leaves and mould in all directions, evidently in search of acorns. 
One morning I had turned out as usual very early, and after a short 
breakfast made a start, in company with my two men, for the higher 
ground in search of tbar. On the way up we happened to pass 
through the clump of oaks I have mentioned, and to uiy surprise we 
suddenly came upon a herd of hog busily engaged turning up the 
leaves. I motioned my companions to remain behind a tree while I 
crept forward ; it was an easy stalk. .The animals were close together, 
and by getting a pair of huge oak trunks in a line with them, I 
advanced to within fifty yards without being discovered. On peeping 
round a tree, I counted seven, all apparently boars of the very largest 
size, hard at work turning over the leaves and quite unconscious of 
danger. Taking a deliberate aim, I fired at one, the nearest to me ; he 
rolled over and over, and the poor beast appeared to suffer intense agony 
in his death struggles, for his squeals might have been heard a mile off. 
This was remarkable, for the wild boar generally dies without uttering 
a groan. I began to reload my rifle, an old two-grooved mnzzle-loader, 
and while feeling for a cap in my pocket, was about to advance 
towards the still struggling boar, and put it out of its misery, when I 
heard an angry grunting from the direction in which the other six hogs 
had made off, and to my ntter astonishment beheld them returning 
in a body. Obgtupui, gteteruntque comoB. The first thing that struck me 
was Chat they were advancing to attack me, and avenge their fallen 
comrade ; but no, grunting furiously, they tore down to where their 
friend still shrieked murder, and I saw several of them viciously prod 
him with their tusks. 

I had now completed my loading, and taking another shot, heard 
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tlie bullet tell louilly on the brute aimed at; however, he did not drop. 
Away went the sonnder; the boll from the left barrel striktog the 
ground too low. I now left my place of concealment, and advanced 
to examiae the boar dropped by the 6r8t dischai^; he waa quite 
dead, and I noticed several scrapes on his body, the marks evidently 
of bis friends' tusks. Leaving the slain, we then took up thfi spoor of 
the wounded brute ; it was easy enough to follow him, for there was 
blood at every step. Though wo followed the tracks a long distance, 
we were unsuccessfnl in overtaking him ; the red drops and patches 
became fewer and farther between, till at length we lost all trace 
and returned to camp. I afterwards heard that the carcase of a iai^e 
boar, doubtless this wounded one, was found by two wood-cutters, fully 
four miles from the spot where I had fired at him, but this discovery 
was made after t had lefl the neighbourhood. 

To return to tb<> extraordinary conduct of these wild boars after 
I had dropped the first one of their number. What could have been 
the meaning of such condotit on their part? It has been a never- 
ending puzzle to me, and I am unable to give a satisfactory explana- 
tion. I can only suppose that these animals had never heard a rifle 
shot before, and after recovering from their first alarm caused by the 
report, not seeing anything further to terrify them (for I was hidden 
from their view), returned to discover what was the matter with their 
shrieking friend ; but that they should have treated him in the manner 
they did is to me most unaccountable. I lately saw a farmer lifting 
a hog from a sty into a cart, and the animal on being seized commenced 
squealing in the manner pigs only can. There were a number of other 
pigs in the yard, and immediately they heard the one in the farmer's 
clutches raising his voice, they all stopped feeding, and collecting 
together and grunting, apparently in an angry manner, advanced in a 
body towards the man who was carrying their comrade. These tame 
pigs reminded me forcibly by their demeanour of my adventure with 
the wild ones years ago in the Himalayas. 

I have seen the marks of wild hog at a great elevation in our hills. 
Once very high up, over 15,000 feet, 1 remarked the fresh traces of this 
animal on bare ground far above the forest, where the soil had been 
turned up by his snout in search of roots. They, however, only visit 
such spots during the night, ascending by the valleys, and returning to 
their lairs before sunrise. ' In Bundelkund, especially in the Jhansie, 
Lullutpore, and Sanger districts, they are very common, often in 
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large herds of over forty. I have already remarked on the mUchief 
done to crops by these creatures, especially in parts of the country 
where tigers, panthers, and other camivoiu have been exterminated. 

At Jhaasie I very frequently put up hog when bird-shooting, often 
within two miles of cantonments ; and on several occasions when out 
very early have met troops of pigs returning to the bush scrub after 
being out all night. As with solitary male elephants, and single bull 
buffaloes, very old boars are generally met with alone : these patriarchs 
are often sulky, and dangerous to meddle with, and few among the 
felidfe dare to measure their strength with such grim and powerful 
adversaries. Old boars when wounded will often torn round and charge 
with the greatest impetuosity and fary, and unless stopped by a well- 
aimed buUet, will speedily infiict the most fearful injuries with their 
terrible curved tusks. I have noticed that a boar when standing in 
thick bunhee and about to charge, draws back a little, just before 
mshing forward ; probably to get a little more room for ' full speed 
ahead.' 

The villagers abont Jhansie often begged us to turn out, and, as 
riding in such a rocky country was .out of the question, shoot the 
devourers of their crops; and not unfrequently I have seen as many 
as five and six hog shot in a day. The usual way of hunting them waa 
to collect twenty or thirty beaters, and drive the sides of low hills 
covered with thick bushes. The guns were posted well in advance 
where the scrub was least dense, and it was possible to see around. 

I remember that four pigs and a blue bull were rolled over at a 
regular warm comer in the Lullutpore district in one beat, and then 
the shooting was not particularly good, for some forty hog were driven 
out within easy range, and over twenty shots fired. Three of us were 
out on this occasion, and two Bundeela Thakoors also brought their 
matchlocks, and took post in line with the other guns. 

Presently the beaters approached ; game of all kinds came streaming 
oat in every direction, and a rapid independent firing commenced, 
I had made a good beginning by rolling over an old grey boar passing 
within a few yards of me, when one of the Thakoors seated behind a 
bush on my left, in endeavouring to stop an old sow trotting by, let fly 
a long iron bolt from his rude weapon. The missile struck the trunk 
of a tree, glanced off, and then came hurtling past close over my head. 
The result was that immediately after I missed three easy shots in 
succession. 
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A wild boar galloping past offers a fair mark, much easier in iny 
opinion tu hit than a bounding antelope ; but unleaa struck on the 
head, neck, shoulder, or other vital part, he will probably make his 
escape for the time, though if shot through the body, his carcase 
will generally be recovered, if good search be made the following day. 
Old hoars are very cunning, and I hare often wat<ched one approaching 
my post, when beating ; he will halt, listen, snuff the air, as if sus- 
pecting danger in front, and after all charge back through the beaters, 
rather than face the ambush laid for him. When a sounder is coming 
towards him, the sportsman hidden behind a bush or rock is generally 
made aware of the approach of the hog, before they actually come in 
sight, by the sound of their feet among the leaves or clattering over 
the rocks, and the conversation kept up by the grunters. So long 
as the cover is tolerably thick, they advance, driven forward by the 
shouts of the beaters, at a deliberate trot, pausing every now and 
then to listen ; but on breaking cover, and fairly taking to the open, 
the pace is quickened, and away they go at a slashing gallop. 

Wild hog are in the habit of visiting pools of water during the- 
night, especially during hot weather, and they enjoy wallowing in the 
mud. In the hills I have frequently seen deep clay holes with the fresh 
traces where the animals have been rolling. They often rub the 
mud off against trees hard by. I believe this coating of mud is intended 
to resist the stings of winged insects. 

One day I was bird-shooting in company with a young friend ; we 
were beating some bush and grass jungle for quail. Presently the 
beaters between us roused a huge wild-boar from his lair under a 
thorn hush. He was trotting off sulkily at a moderate pace, when, 
most foolishly, my companion saluted him with a charge of quail shot in 
the posterior. The brute stopped immediately, grunted angrily, and with 
gleaming eye, half faced round, with a look as much as to say, 'Just you 
do that again.' He looked so ugly, that I fully expected we were in 
a scrape and that he would charge. However, after a momentary halt, 
he again made off and disappeared. I devoted a few minutes to giving 
my companion a blowing up for his thoughtlessness. 

Sir Samuel Baker, when writing on the wild hog of Ceylon, tells as 
more than once that he has known the animal feast on the carcases 
of putrid elephants and other animals. Possibly the Singhalese wild 
hog is of a different species from the animal inhabiting out Indian 
peninsula. But my own experience has led mc to infer that the wild 
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boar of Northern India never eats flesh of an^ kind ; on the contrary, 1 
believe wild hog as a rule to be remarkably clean feeders. A sports- 
man passing through the jungle, rifle in hand, in search of game, 
will inTariably have a look at the carcase of a buff'alo or bullock that 
he may come across, in the hope that one of the carnivora may have 
been the cause of the animal's end, and that he may profit thereby ; 
and a group of gorged vultures on the top of a tree, in an out-of-the- 
way part, will at once attract the attention of a hunter who knows what 
he is about, and very probably on wending his steps in the direction 
of the birds, he may come across the carcase of a bullock, samber, 
or nylgai, with the deep tusk holes in the back of the neck, showing 
that murder has recently been committed. I have examined many 
scores, I might say hundreds, of such carcases, and have frequently 
found traces of various animals, but never once have T discovered the 
print of a wild hog's cloven hoof in close proximity, much less recog- 
nised the mark of his teeth ; and I believe that our Bengal wild 
boar would scorn to feast on such-like carrion. However, errare 
hwrnanum est, and 1 am open to correction if mistaken on this point ; 
and I must confess that one or two experienced sportsmen whom I have 
consulted, have expressed a. different opinion from my own in this 
respect. Jerdon tells us that ' wild pigs have been detected feeding on 
the carcase of a dead elephant, in Southern India.' 

American writers affirm that the peccary, a small and exceedingly 
fierce description of wild hog, readily devours snakes and other reptiles 
when he happens to come across them. On two different occasions I 
have been assured by the inhabitants of Bundelkund that the wild 
hog inhabiting their jungles will devour snakes, but I cannot vouch for 
the truth of this statement. I may mention here that Indian goats 
when out grazing are said to kill snakes with their feet, but this also 
requires confirmation. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
OEROW OR SAMBEH (J{«m An'ttofdit) 



Then itopp'il and stamp'd impatientlr, 
Then shook his head and antlera Ligh, 
And Ihen his keea homs hsckward threw 
Upon bis shoulders broad and brown, 
And thnut his muzzle in the nir, 
Sniitfed proudly. — JoAftTnu Miller. 



Descrittion. 
HeigM. — From four and « half to five feet, 

EAreme LengUt. — About six nad (hree quarter feet. The latest of seven stags 
thnt I hare shot measured seven and a third feet in length. 

Somt. — Lrt^ and hesi^, tillering much in shape and diveigence. Those of the 
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Auimal figuriogp at the head of the chapter mensufe three feet one inch in length round 
the curve ; there ia one upper and one lower line to each horn, end the former meaauraa 
eleven inchee, the latter thirteeD incheB in len^h. The horns in this particular head are 
Teiy dark in colour, rough and knotted, very thick at base. It ia not uncommon to see 
gerow horns with extra knobs or points, generallj very short. In the head from which 
the measurements I have given were taken, there is a short point, projecting from the 
left horn behind the junction of the upper tine and the maia born. 

Colour. — Very dark brown. 

Hair. — Long and coaree, especially on the back of bead and neck, where there ia a 
regular thick briatly luane. The hair on the forehead of old males is very dark, almont 
curly, ^ving the animal quit« a ' bull ' appearance. 

Abdomen. — Much lighter ; the tail is rather long and tipped with block. 

Ear*. — Ver; lai^v and open, long white bair inside ', tlie powers of bearing are very 

Eya. — Large and full. 

CA#rf.~Very dark. 

The hind differs much, both in form a£d colour, from the stag; her limbs are less 
masuve and of lighter build. I should eay she weighs fully one third lees than the 
stag. Her coat is uf a lighter colour, more a yellow than a brown tint, especially when 
young. I need hardly add that the hind samber (like all the Gervidte, with the exception 
of the reindeer) is without boms. Shikaries say she has one young one only at a birth. 

The footprint, or ' slot,' of the stag dillera much from the hind : the former is broader 
and rounder at the tip ; and, naturally from bis greater weight, the print is deeper. 

I observe an interesting distinction made tit the CtrvUUe Family, in Jerdon's ' Alanunals 
of India.' The author of that work, when describing tbe ' Genus Rusa ' (t« which the 
Gerow or Samber belongs), says, ' Caninee in the upper jaw in both sexes' ; but, when 
speaking just before of tbe 'Genus Rucervus ' (Hodgeon), (which in aspect be says is in- 
termediate between Cervua and Rusa, and includes the noble swamp deer) he remarks, 
' Canines in the malet ottlj/.' 

I HATE been puzzled wliether to speak of tbe ^row and samber as ooe 
and tbe same anioial, or as two distinct species of deer. I myself 
imagined till quite recently tbat tbe gerow of the bills and the samber 
of tbe plains were decidedly distinct species, bnt as sucb well-known 
naturalists as BIytb, Jerdon, and otbers far better able to give an 
opinion tban myself have decided to tbe contrary, I will treat tbem 
as of one species, merely commenting on tbem separately. 

I bave often been perplexed to form an opinion as to tbe time of 
year that tbe stags drop tbeir boms, for it seems to be very uncertain. 
I have known a stag samber without horns, having dropped them early 
in March, and I bave seen a stag still retaining his antlers in June, 
and what was most remarkable, on the latter occasion, there was a 
second stag in company with him, about the same size and age appar- 
ently, whose horns, about a foot long, were in velvet : there could be n 
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mistake about this. T was in companj with a friend at the time ; we 
were beating a deep gorge in the Lullutpore district, called the Tupsooa 
£oh — which I ma; mention en paetant was a favonrite hiding-place 
during the Mutiny of 1857 for wandering bands of rebels, who, defeated 
and scattered over the country in every direction, took refuge araid the 
dense junglea and rocky ravines of Central India— we were in search of 
a tiger that had been seen that very morning ; the saiaber were driven 
towards as by the beaters, and stood quite unconscious of their danger 
within a few paces of where we were concealed, their whole attention 
taken up with the shouts of the advancing beat. 

Generally speaking the stags have all dropped their home by the 
middle of May. Both horns do not invariably drop off at the same 
time. I have frequently seen stags with a single antler. By the Srst 
week in October the new horns arer generally perfect, but here a^^in 
there are exceptions, for I remember well, many years ago, during 
Christmaa week, seeing a very hne stag samber shot, which, much to 
the disgust of the successful sportsman, had his horns in velvet ; this 
however was a most exceptional case, but as I said before, there appears 
to be no certainty on this point. 

The gerow, one of the largest and most noble in bearing among the 
deer tribe, though now-a-days from constant persecution much thinned 
in number in comparison with former years, is yet tolerably common 
throughout the middle and lower ranges of the Himalayas. Tt also 
occurs at considerable elevations. I have observed its foot-print at an 
altitude of 12,000 feet, and I have reason to believe that it occasionally 
wanders much higher, ascending the mountains by remote valleys to 
the very limits of forest bordering the snows. 

It is a particularly shy and wary animal, hiding during the day on 
the sides of hills covered with dense shady forest ; or lying concealed 
far down in the bed of some deep dry gloomy ravine, where patches of 
the ringall bamboo, thick ferns, and long grass grow abundantly. 

The Himalayan sportsman when abroad in search of game will 
constantly come across the fresh sliding footmark of the gerow, bat, 
unless a skilled hunter and acquainted with the crafty habits of his 
quest, in vain he searches for the animal's lair. I have found a stag 
in an out-of-the-way part reclining under the shade of an oak in broad 
daylight, and that on tolerably open ground, but such luck does not 
often happen. 

It was not till my third expedition to the Himalayas tliat I 
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succeeded la slaying a stag gerow, viz., in the autumn of 1868; but 
I then made amends for the ill-succesa of former years, for I shot four 
fine stags and a poor hind (the latter by mistake when standing in the 
thicket). One of these stags was a magnificent brute, and I came 
across him quite by chance. 

Early in October 1868 I was returning south from Upper Gurhwal, 
where I had been hunting thar ; and onn morning made a very early 
start, as the march was a long one, for a place called Ramnee. 
Instead of following the road taken by the coolies carrying my baggage, 
I was in the habit of making a detour through the jungle picking up 
any game I came across, and reaching my camping-ground about mid- 
day, when the tent would be pitched and a late breakfast ready. On 
this occasion, I had obtained a guide who promised to show me some 
moooal pheasants, a gooral or two, and perhaps a musk deer. 

We made a start when it was yet dark, and commenced clambering 
up to the higher ground by a spur very steep and rocky on the one 
side, and covered with thick trees on a more gradual slope on the other. 
My two companions every now and then desired me to halt while they 
descended a short distance on the look-out for gooral (chamois), but 
nothing was Been. About an hour after starting, still following the 
same ridge upwards, I had made a momentary halt to recover breath, 
for it was hard work, when one of my mer gave a low ' hist,' and held 
up his hand ; a dead silence followed, then we distinctly heard, far down 
below, something moving about among the dead oak leaves. It was 
impossible to catch a glimpse of the animal whatever it was on account 
of the density of the foliage. * Bkdloo ' (a bear) said the paharies, and 
I thought it very likely to be the case ; but how to get down was the 
difficnity. The animal appeared to be directly below us ; but if we 
descended, which was no easy matter, just at the spot, by the face of 
the open slope, we certainly should be discovered ; so at length we 
determined to retrace onr steps for a few hundred yards to where the 
descent was less steep. 

We got down without much diflSculty and commenced carefully 
advancing up the gorge ; and presently, to my delight, on turning 
a corner, came right upon a fine old stag. He stood staring at us, 
offering a splendid chance. I was rather above him, and just as he 
turned round to make off, hit him behind the shoulder with a heavy 
bullet ; he stumbled forward, fell over, and while he was attempting 
to regain his legs, my second shot dropped him dead. He was a noble 
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brute; I brought bis stufied bead to England, and it 6gureti at the 
opening of this cbapter. 

Tbe gerovT baa other enemies besides man ; tigers not uafrequently 
come up tbe hill valleys from the Terai, and constantly pull down 
the big deer, especially the biads. Leopards are numerous and often 
kill the young ; but perhaps tbe worst foes of all are packs of wild dogs. 
If a ravenous troop of these animals once take up the track of a gerow, 
or any other deer in fact, his fate is nearly always sealed, for they 
hardly ever give up the chase till they have run tbe animal down and 
torn him to pieces. The hillmen have told me that the gerow, when 
hard pressed, generally makes for a pool or a river, and standing up to 
his knees in water, comes to bay, and attempts with his horns to keep 
his enemies at a dietance; but all in vain, for in the end tbe dogs tire 
him out, pull him down, and speedily devour him. 

Like all deer, gerow are very fond of salt ; the hillmen, aware of 
this, put salt on flat stones in certain places frequented by the animals ; 
if they And the salt licked off, they lie ap close by on the following nigbt, 
and generally get a shot, for the gerow will be almost certain to return 
after dark. The pabaries also catch these deer in nooses set on the 
borders of their fields ; and after a heavy fall of snow sally out in snow- 
shoes, and with packs of dogs slaughter the unfortunate animals as 
they flounder about helplessly in the snow. 

The alarm note of tbe animal is a very deep, loud kind of bellow, which 
may be heard a long distance. I remember once my camp was pitched 
above a village called Elanee, near a deserted old cattle-shed. One 
very still morning, my bearer came into my tent before daylight to call 
me, and struck a match ; immediately he did so, there was a tremendous 
bellow close to the back of the tent, which brought me out of bed in no 
time : hurrying on a pair of slippers and taking up my rifle, which lay 
ready loaded, I slipped out. There was a second still louder call, not 
twenty yards off, but I could see nothing, though I could hear the 
sound of the animals' feet. Unfortunately they (for there were two) 
were on the slope of a hill facing me ; the moon was behind the hill, 
and consequently just the part of the cover where the gerow were 
standing was in the deep shade, and it was in vain I strained mj eyes 
into the darkness. Shortly after I" heard the clattering of their feet 
as they made off. I believe they had come in search of salt, which is 
always spilt about more or less near these places where goats and sheep 
are kept; and wen unaware — for my tent had been ouly pitched 
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tliere the previous night — of haman beings being in the neighbourhood 
till they heard the sound of the match being struck on the box. 

I have said that one of the worst enemies to the gerow is the wild 
dog, and that he seldom escapes, when once a pack of these ravenons 
brutes is on his trail. I will conclude my remarks on this animal by 
relating an anecdote which may interest the reader, of a stag gerow, 
which I believe bad been pursned and made bis escape from wild dogs. 

It was early in the month of October ; I was hunting thar on a 
range of mountains just below the snows, in a very ont-of-the-way 
part of Gurhwai. One day, in- company with two pabaries, I had 
ascended by a valley some likely hills for the wild goats we were in 
search of. On coming over the brow of a hill, overlooking a vast 
extent of country l>eIow, we sat down to rest ourselves, and also to scan 
narrowly the surrounding ranges and crags. I was occupied eating a 
stalk of crisp wild rhabarb, which one of my men had peeled for me — 
and mighty refreshing it is, after the fatigue of climbing a steep hill 
side — when suddenly one of my companions, a very sharp-eyed young 
fellow named Gopal, pointed oat for my inspection, a certain brown 
object fax down below us, quit« a mile off. After a long look through the 
glasses, I distinctly made out an animal of some kind. Now came the 
puzzle, what could the creature be ? It was not a thar, male or female ; 
it was of too large a size; nor was it a burhel, for the same reason; 
moreover the coat was too dark for tiie latter. Could it be a surrow ? 
(a large kind of goat antelope). Ko, that would not do. We decided 
to descend lower and have a closer inspection. There was an opportune 
spur running down from the mountain we were on, and by following 
it we could reach a spot overlooking the placo where the animal was 
reclining under the shade of a thick bush. 

We descended carefully for several hundred yards on the side of 
the ridge farthest from the game, and then once more cautiously 
peeped over, and, to oar astonishment, at once made out the creature 
to be a gerow stag, for his sweeping horns were now discernible. But 
what had brought this inhabitant of the forest into such an unlikely 
spot, far out in the bare ground, above the jungle, puzzled us immensely. 
By descending still farther, about 300 yards, we reached a favourable 
position for a shot. He was across the valley on the opposite slope, 
about 120 yards off. I sat down, took a careful aim and fired. The 
stag reared up and fell over ; my men rushed forward. Slowly, to my 
di^ust, the huge beast began to roll and slide down the hill side. I 
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shouted to the men to he quick aod seize hold of him ; hat they hod to 
perform a considerable circuit to arrive at the place. By the time they 
had reached the spot it wan all too lat« ; the dead animal had revolved 
four or five times ; in vain they attempted to stay the lifeless body ; 
down it Trent, each secoud turning quicker and quicker and gaining 
fresh impetus, till I saw it bounding and rolling far below and, at last, 
with a loud crash it fell among the rocks and stones in the bed of the 
mountain torrent, folly 400 feet beneath us. 

My men reached the spot with some difficulty, and shouted up to 
me that both horns were broken o£F, at which piece of bad news I 
was not the least surprised. Only three months before, within twenty 
miles of Mussoorie, a similar contretemps had happened, when, as on 
this occasion, a stag gerow on receiving its death wound, had rolled 
down a khud, and smashed both antlers off. On descending to have a 
look at the beast, we could not help noticing that the carcase, irre- 
spective of the injuries it had recently sustained by such a disastrous 
fall, was splashed and stained with mud, the feet were cut, and the 
skin torn, with here and there dry blood marks, and the whole appear- 
ance of the poor brute evinced that he had been lately through some 
gi-eat exertion and fatigue : a hunted wanderer on the wild. My men 
declared that this sta^ had quite recently been pursued by a pack of 
wild dogs, which I believe to have been the case. 

I will now offer a few remarks on the samber of the plains, an 
animal which, as 1 have already mentioned, so closely resembles the 
gerow of the hills, that Blyth, Jerdon, and other naturalists have pro- 
nounced them to be of one and the same species. I have hunted the 
samber in Bewah, Saugor,. Jhansie, Qwalior, and Lullntpore ; also many 
years ago on the banks of the Soane, and have found little difference to 
speak of between specimens from these districts. But, on the other hand, 
many observers have pointed out a distinction in one or two points 
between these animals of Central India and the gerow found on the 
upper ranges of the Himalayas ; for instance, the latter animal is said 
at certain times of the year to have a darker coat and longer haip than 
the samber ever has, and I believe that this is quite true ; and again, 
the gerow is said to have antlers of a size and. thickness never seen in 
the plains ; and I must say that this is also my experience. Perhaps, 
after all, the gentlemen I have named are right in coming to the 
conclusion that there is not sufficient distinction between the two to 
warrant their being classed separately. 
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The sainber of the plains, from being constantly pursued, have of late 
years become quite as scarce and difficult to find as the gerow in the 
hills. Jerdon when alluding to the' number of samber found in a herd, 
Bays, ' being often found in herds, varying from four or five to twenty 
and upwards.' I am afraid, however, that now-a-days, in the Bengal 
Presidency at any rate, such a glorious sight as a herd of twenty samber 
is a very rare occurrence. Speaking from my own experience I have 
never seen more than eight together, and more generally I believe the 
animals associate in parties of foar or five. In parts of the Central 
Provinces and Bundelkund, the usual manner of hunting the animal 
is to take the field with some thirty or forty beaters (more or less, 
according to the extent of the country), and drive the forest. The 
guns are posted in advance, sometimes as far ns half a mile, and at such 
distances apart that an animal driven forward by the beaters cannot 
p:iss through without running the gauntlet, or in other words, passing 
within sight and range of one sportsman at least. If the jangle is 
thick, the guns have to be posted close to cover the ground, if the 
contrary the line is more extended. 

In Lallutpore, where I saw much of this ' hanking ' as the sport is 
called, each beat had a name. The positions for the sportsmen were 
well known; and probably, the same beaters had been assembled 
year after year, whenever the Sahibs paid a visit to the districts ; 
BO that no ' arranging ' (or making a ' bundo-bust ' as the expression 
in Hindustani goes) was necessary; for each beater knew well the 
direction he should take, and no mistakes were made. I have stood at 
a position, behind some old tree, thick bush, or perhaps a rock, from 
whence, in years gone by, scores and scores of samber and other big 
game have been rolled over by sportsmen's ballets. Aa can easily be 
imagined, a jangle constantly drive'n in this manner soon becomes 
devoid of game, and twice in a year should be the limit ; even then the 
animals often are too wary to fall into the snare, and knowing from 
former experience that, in spite of the noise behind, the danger really 
lies in front, break back through the beaters. An old stag, if in com- 
pany with one or more hinds, as is not unfrequently the case, is 
particularly cunning ; instead of showing the way, he often craftily 
remains in the rear, allowing his better half, an old hind, to precede him, 
even aiding her to the front with hia. horns. With his antlers laid 
back on his shoulders, to prevent them striking against boughs and 
sticks, be pushes his way through the densest Uiicket or where he 
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imagines the danger to be least. I bare known a stag come witbin 
a few yards of my post without being seen or heard ; and tlien, 
jast as the beaters are emei'gin^ from the jungle, and you are putting 
your rifle at half-cock, a crash close at hand followed by a shout 
from the coolies vainly attempting to turn the beast back towards you, 
announces thata samber lias made bis escape through the line. 

I remember, in the month of March 1870, shooting a rather good 
stag on the banks of the Scinde river, near a place I have often men- 
tioned, called Aumdla, the account of which is, perhaps, worth relating. 
Nearly opposite to a bungalow at the above-named spot, high up on 
the top of a cliff, overlooking the Scinde, are the remains of an old 
fort, which many years ago is said to have been held by a gang of 
Hahratta freebooters. At the back of this ancient stronghold there is 
a high wall, loop-holed all round, enclosing a large patch of ground, 
perhaps ten or twelve acres in extent ; which was, at the time I 
am speaking of, covered with very thick high gmss, bushes, and scrub. 
To my astonishment I was informed by a sporting Tbakoor in the 
neighbourhood, whose acquaintance I had made the year previously, 
that this enclosed piece of jungle was a favourite resort of samber, 
and that if I was agreeable he would assemble twenty or thirty men, 
and beat the patch ont. I readily assented ; and early the following 
morning my native friend made his appearance armed with a long 
matchlock. 

We clambered np to the deserted old fort by a flight of steps which 
led from an old gateway down to the river, and then held a whispered 
consultation as to our plans. There were two or three breaches or 
gaps in the wall, encircling the patch we were about to beat. The 
Thakoor placed me in an old tree overlooking one of these gaps, while 
be himself went round to marshal the beaters. The drive commenced, 
and within a minute after the usual shouts and yells began, a clatter- 
ing of feet made me draw back the hammers of my rifle, in readiness 
for a shot ; and presently out came a herd of noble samber. An 
old hind, with a half-grown young one close behind, led the way, vrith 
her ears pricked np, then a young stag with short boms, followed by 
two more hinds. They came trotting along at an easy pace, directly 
towards the very spot where I was hidden. I was sitting on a bongh 
almost over the gap ; and the animals, quit« unconscious of danger, 
passed close below me. The old hind had already cleared at one bound 
the low breach, and I was just preparing to fire at the young stag. 
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when a native, perched by my Bjde, pulled my sleeve, and on looking 
ronad I saw a much finer one with a good pair of horns, ungallantly 
bringing up the rear, and coining towards us. I let him advance till 
almost below me, and then a ball from my ride struck him fairly he- 
hind the ear, killing him instantaneously. I must confess that I was 
much surprised to find so fine a herd of deer in such an unlikely spot. 

Driving the jungle, or hanking, is an exciting sport ; but I myself 
infinitely prefer a quiet stalk after samber at daybreak or eventide, with 
a single attendant, to turning out with an army of beaters. 

Like wild hog and other inhabitants of the forest, the samber, in 
hot sultry weather, delights to roll in water, and I have seen trees 
plastered with mud hy them. They are also in the habit of rubbing 
their horns gainst the trunks. I have frequently noticed young 
saplings with the bark stripped off from this cause. 

The samber has been caJled ' Elk ' by Ceylon sportsmen, but I need 
hardly say that this is a mistake, for the true elk of Sweden, Siberia, 
and other countries is the eerous alees, the moose of North America. 

The latter animal has been described as ' displaying courage and even 
ferocity when attacked ; ' a samber, so far as I am awar?, though he 
will, when pressed by dogs, use his antlers to defend himself, will never 
attack, or, even when wounded, face a human being. 

I need hardly mentionthatitis unsportsmanlike— a crime in fact — to 
slay a stag without horns, or with antlers in velvet. The month of 
October is about the best time of year for the sport. 

The hunter who wishes to succeed in obtaining the trophies from 
a noble stag miist above all things he an early riser ; and should 
make a point of starting for the forest or hillside at the first sign of 
daylight! It is then that the sportsman comes across the stag brows- 
ing on the edge of the wood, or meets an old bear returning to his 
den after his nightly rounds in search of food. A few hours later, 
however, the hunter will only find numerous traces of the object of 
his search, the fresh foot-print, and the young shoots cut off where 
Busa Aristotelis had been feeding. Now he is lying down in perfect 
security, in the midst of the densest jungle, where nothing can 
approach him without being det«cted. The bear that at dawn was 
making for his lair, is now curled up and sound asleep. In fact, the 
lazy sportsman, who arrives late on his ground, will not view one- 
fourth the number of the inhabitants of the forest that he would 
have done had he been up before the aun. 
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Always carry your own rifle. This is another most important rule,' 
which few adhere to, especially in the hill ranges, where the hnuter, in 
following large game, has continually to ta^e and scale very eteep 
crags and 3lopes, and consequently is liahle to become fatigued, end 
to feel the weight of a rifle on his shoulder. Speaking for myself, 
though hy no means a strong man, I am not joking 'when I assert 
that I can walk better with a gun on my shoulder than without one ; 
and the sportsman in the hills should accustom himself, whenever he 
leaves his tent for a range through the forest, invariably to carry his 
own weapon, and not to trust it to an attendant ; for however expert 
the latter may be in placing a rifle in bis master's hands, opportunities 
of taking a shut will frequently be lost ; and just as the hunter obtains 
a grip of hia weapon, the animal — often the very creature the sports- 
man baa toiled unsuccessfully to find all day — bounds away before 
there is time to fire. I firmly believe I am not exaggerating when I 
say that the stalker who trusts bis rifle to a native to carry for him, 
instead of shouldering it himself, loses fully one- third of his shots. 

Again, how few of us Englishmen can walk as a hunter should ; 
it seems natural for us to tread heavily, and many start for a ramble 
through the forest in search of game, wearing a pair of thick creak- 
ing iron-sbod English boots, instead of soft samber leather shoes. 
How is it possible to walk with the former over rough stony ground 
without being beard by creatures like the gerow, for instance — an 
animal constantly in the habit of being stalked by his natural four- 
footed enemies, such as leopards with paws of velvet, who creep up 
to their prey without rustling a leaf or making the slightest noise 
of any kind, and even then often fail ? Hill-men seldom wear shoes, 
and, with the exception of a • dhotie ' or waist-cloth, are little encum- 
bered with clothing. This is a great advantage to them ; but the care- 
ful though unhesitating way in which they tread, avoiding alike brittle 
stick, loose atone, and crackling leaf; the wonderful skill with which 
one of these wild men of the woods will, stooping, pass under a mass 
of overhanging thorns and brambles, hardly disturbing a twig, should 
be witnessed to be appreciated. The ' white face,' his companipn, on 
attempting a similar mancBuvre, is caught hopelessly in half-a-dozen 
places. 

When out 'still hunting' — that most appropriate and expressive 
American term for the hunter in the thick forest — the pace should be 
always slow. However accustomed a man's eye may be to take in 
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everytiiing withiu range, it is quite impossible that he can examine 
properly every patch of scrub and tangled thicket ^hen walking 
quickly. Every Indian sportsman knows what an exceedingly difiicalt 
thing it is to see a spotted deer when standing perfectly still in the 
thicket probably watching bis approach all the time. In the middle 
of a clump of overhanging bushes, the animal is almost undintinguish- 
able to any but a practised eye ; and it takes time and care to detect 
creatures in their native haunts, furnished as they are by Nature for 
concealment and protection with coats exactly similiar in shade and 
colour to the objects around them. 

When passing through thick cover, pause every now and then for a 
moment or two, and make the best use of your ears. A crackling 
branch in an oak forest in the hills has before now betrayed an old bear 
eating the acorns ; and the finest gerow stag I ever shot first drew 
my. attention by the sound of his foot-fall among the dead leaves in 
a ravine far below. Stoop down when passing heavy clumps of over- 
hanging shrubs and bushes, and look well undemefatb ; by bo doing 
yon will often be able to make out the legs of more than one deer 
standing motionless. 

When on the look-out for big game, there should be no talking 
between yourself and attendants. If it becomes necessary to address 
one of your companions, always speak in a low tone. Much can be 
done by signs with the hands, which is preferable to using the voice. 
If by chance you get separated from yonr comrade in the covert, 
and wish to know where he is, a low whistle should act for ' where 
are you ? ' and a return whistle gives the desired information without 
having disturbed the ground in front. Make yourself thoroughly ac- 
quainted with spooring, and never be above acquiring information 
on the subject from natives capable of instmcting you. You should be 
acquainted with the foot-print of every animal in the jungle, and be 
able to form an opinion how long it is since the creature passed 
by, whether it was walking at the time, or going at speed. Be familiar 
with the various cries and calls of the inhabittints of the forest ; and 
be able to distinguish and recognise their alarm notes, such as the bark 
of the fcakur, the hiss of the gooral, or the shrill whistle of the thar, 
or burhel. 

Even the cries of birds frequently afibrd useful information ; wild 
animals know how to profit by such tokens, and so should human 
beings. On a summer's evening at home the ' twit-twit-twit ' of an 
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old blackbird, the harsh alarm note of the jay, or the impatient 
monotonous call of the white-throat, has the effect of immediately 
dispersing a group of * bunnies.' Just before they were peaceably en- 
gaged cropping the turf; now they scuttle off to their burrows, fully 
aware, by the warning notes of their feathered fi-iends, that danger is 
near; perhaps from a biped armed with a gun, or a prowling fox or cat. 
It is the same with large animals. I have lost my shot more than 
once at deer through the irritating sereeoh of a plover, named the 
* Did-he-do-it ' from its cry. Once when stalking hurhel in Thibet, 
three snow pheasants rose in front of me and uttering their shrill 
alarm cries spoilt my chance of a shot. A querking marmot, on another 
occasion, pnt an old ovis ammou on the qui vive, so that I was noable 
to approach within shot. 

Peafowl make a peculiar clucking note when a tiger or leopard is 
on the move. By unremitting perseverance and attention the youog 
sportsman will soon become ^miliar with the ways and habits of 
wild animals, and their various cries and modes of communicating with 
and warning one another. 

Finally, always make a practice of reloading before moving a step, 
whether Buecessful or not ; and make it your wont invariably to walk 
up to the spot where the object you fired at was standing or passing, 
even when convinced that your bullet has missed the mark. I have 
often taken a shot at an animal, and imagined that I had missed 
clean ; but on reaching the place, and examining the ground, a patch 
of fur or hair or a drop of blood has told a different tale. 

I have dwelt longer than I intended, with the risk of wearying the 
reader, on the interesting subject of woodcraft. My observations, 
however, have been offered in the hope that they may be of some 
practical use to the young sportsman, and this must be my excuse. 



dbyGoogle 



TnK SwAHP Deer. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



THE SWAMP-DEER OR GHOND (BSra-hikqha). 
{Ruetrvui Duvauceliii.) 



' And when he Btandeth bUII he etretcfaeth forth hia proud ambitioiu neck, e 
meant to wound the finmunent with forked home.' — Shacbfeare. 



Haght. — Rather leas than the sambor : about 4 feet, a few inches more or lew. 

Lettgth.~Ytt>m to 6j feet. 

CtAmr. — light brown ; in «on)e almost yellow ; abdomen lighter. 

Sair. — Not so coarse and rough as that of the samher. 

Eon. — Open and rounded. 

Eytt. — Lai^ and full. 

Honu. — Not so dark, rough, and knotted as the sambet's, nor is the span across the 
tips BO great. There are numerous points in a cluster on the upper part of the horns, 
which curro much forward. The lower tines point straight to the front, and join the 



Digiliz 



dbyGoogle 



170 TSE OAME OF BENQAL. 

mwn horn at the root, as in the saniber. TliU lower or basal tine is from 10 to 13 
inches lonp, and the horns are generally under 3 feet in len^fth. In a full-grown Btajj 
there are oRen ten or twelve points, irregular as to length and size. I have one head 
with fourteen points! 

The female ia smaller, hut does not differ so much in size and proportion aa the stag 
aamber does from the hind. I have seen hinds of a very light colour. 

I FiBST met with this fine animal in Assam, where it is very plentiful 
in some ports. We ased to beat them out of heavy swamps with the 
aid of a line of elephants, and shoot them from howdahs. The ghond 
is often put up in very wet marshy ground, several inches deep in 
water. I hare seen them in the Bhootan jungles, always in grass or 
reeds bordering on patches of water } also in Philibeet, where, how- 
ever, from continued persecution, the animal is now rare. It formerly 
vas common in the grassy islands of the Sardah. 

. I once saw a most magnificent stag, early one morning, on the 
edge of a swamp bordering Neife.ul. I have never met with this 
animal in Central India, though I have been shown heads of the swamp 
deer shot by sportsmen in that part of the country, differing little if 
at all from those I had myself procured in Assam. It is a remarkable 
fact that ^though the samber, an animal much resembling the swamp- 
deer in general appearance and habits (and of^n frequenting the same 
cover near the foot of the Himalayas), ascends the mountains to great 
elevations ; yet the latter, so fjr as my experience goes, seldom if ever 
wanders upwards from its natural habitat amid the swamps and 
thick grass jungles of the Terai, or inhabits the forest-covered slopes of 
even the lowest ranges of hills. 

I am not acquainted with a single instance of the bara-singha— as 
the swamp-deer is generally termed by sportsmen and natives — having 
been shot in the interior of the Himalayas. 

The swamp-deer associates in much larger herds than the samber 
ever does. It is nothing uncommon, in out-of-the-way partsof Assam, to 
come across large herds of these noble deer, numbering thirty and forty 
individuals in a troop. I have never personally witnessed so glorious a 
sight, but mention the fact of swamp-deer congregating in vast herds, 
on the authority of a well-known sportsman and resident of Assam, and 
I observe that Jerdon also mentions that they are very gregarious. 
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CHAPTER XVin. 
THE ClIEETUL, OR SPOTTED DEER (Axit maculaliu}. 



' And a deer came down the pathway, 
Flecked with I«ftfy light and ahadaw.' — Lokqfeixow. 



Dbbcbiption. 



In Bize and general figure much reeemblea our own fallow deer {Cei-Bia daina). The 
horns, however, of the cheetul terminate iu sharp points ; whereas those of the fallow deer 
are palmated and curve much forward. 

CUour. — A rich gloM; red, lieautifullT spotted over witb white on the leek and aides ; 
many of the«e spots are of an elongated shape. A white line runs lengthwaja down each 
side of the body. The abdomen, the chin, and half-way down the throat, and beneath the 
tail, white. A dark brown atreak down the middle of the back. No considersble difference 
in the size and appearance of the sexes, except that the female has no horns. But old 
Btaga are generally more stoutly framed and rather darker than the hinds, especially about 
the upper part of the neck and hack of head, at which part they often became grizzled 
white with a^. Ears, very dark brown externally, piukish white inside ; muzzle nearly 
black. 

Moitu, — Thin, long, and smooth in comparison with those of the somber, swamp deer, 
and other stags. They show great variety in shape, length, and curve. 

The cheetul is nearly always fonnd in herds. I have met with a 
herd of over forty at one time, sta^ and hinds mixed ; and Jerdon 
tella as of having seen over a hundred t<^ther at th^ foot of the 
Neilgherries. In certain localities it is very common, living on the 
banks of rivers, or islands covered with hushes and grass ; also in 
glades in the forest, but never far from water. It often frequents, 
especially in the hot season, the very spots likely to hold tigers. On 
the banks of the Betwah, Chumbul, Jamin, Scinde, Desan, and other 
rivers of Bundelkand and Gwalior, cheetul were once very numerous ; 
but, like other big game, they are now not nearly so plentiful as in 
former years. The call of the cheetul is a shorh, sharp kind of bark. 
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easily diBtinguiBhable from that of aoj other inhabitant of the jungle. 
When encamped in the forest ab night, the sportsman will hear this 
call on every side. It is also the alarm note of the animal. 

I remember once, when howdah-shooting, just before snnset, in 
company with my brother-in-law in the Civil Service, our attention was 
attracted by hearing several spotted deer calling loudly close to us. 
On pressing the elephants forward, two cheetal came bounding towards 
us, but I did not fire, as I was certain that some beast was pursuing 
them, and sure enough the next moment an elephant on my right 
trumpeted and swung round. We turned in that direction, and 
presently saw a leopard stealing along. On hearing us approach, 
he crouched down till I could only see bis bead and the line of his 
back. I fired low for the shoulder, but through the smoke hanging 
around me could not see what the result was. The man behind 
me in the howdab and the mahout declared that the brute rolled 
over; bat natives are rather too fond of shouting out *Lugga!' or 
* Hit!' at their master's shots ; at any rate, there was no blood to be 
found, and allhough we hunted through every patch of grass in the 
vicinity, nothing was to be seen of the leopard. What I wish to 
show by this anecdote is, that the call of the cheetal is used by the 
creature when frightened, and probably to warn others to be on their 
guard. 

I have already remarked on the great diflficulty of discovering the 
spotted deer when standing perfectly motionless in a clump of over- 
hanging bushes. I have often carefully scrutinised one of these 
clumps, and decided in my own mind that no living creature was 
therein concealed, till a crash close by, and a clatter of feet and 
bobbing away of white tails on the side farthest away, has disclosed the 
fact that not one animal, but several, had escaped my notice. The 
cunning creatures on these occasions stand perfectly still, until, with 
one sudden dash, they make off. 

The early morning is t^e time to stalk cheetul. Curiously enough, I 
never once remember seeing spotted deer in the Assam or Bhootan 
jungles, nor in the neighbourhood of Dacca, Cachar, Sylhet, or the 
forests below the Cossyah hills. At any rate, they were extremely rare, 
if they existed in the provinces I have named, although the jungles were 
in many parts exactly similar to those of Bohilkund and Central India, 
which abound with cheetul. 

The first cheetul I ever shot was at Chukkyah, near Chunar, many 
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years ago, when stationed at Benares. The Rajah had a 'riimnah* or 
preserve at the above-named place full of game, and occasionally the 
officers of the garrison were invited to shoot. 

The chectal is very easily tamed, and when full-grown there can 
hardly be a more beautiful creature than a stag. We had a very 
handsome one belonging to the b^d of a European regiment I was 
attached to, which always appeared on parade, and led the way on the 
line of march. If I remember rightly, this animal accompanied us 
down to Calcutta when we were ordered to China, and was stolen, much 
to the disgust of the men, jnst before we embarked. 

The creatures are mischievous pets when allowed to roam about. 
I remember one devouring half a towel. The same animal would also 
eat paper. 

The cheetui never, I believe, leaves cover for the open country, 
except at night to consume the crops of the villagers ; so that greyhounds 
have no chance of coursing it. Eveo, however, in open country I 
much doubt if the fastest dogs could come up with a full-grown 
unwonnded stag. They are often shot fi-om howdahs, and it re- 
quires practice to roll one over handsomely when bounding through 
grass, catching a glimpse of him only now and then. In my opinion, 
however, it is a mach easier shot than a hog-deer under similar circum- 
stances. In the Pbilibeet district, oo the banks of the Sardah, I have 
several times, in company with another sportsman, broaght home foar 
or five stags strapped on to a pad elephant in one morning's sport. 
Jerdon and also one or two other writers say that there are two distinct 
species of spotted deer, and give reasons for that opinion. I regret 
that I have not sufficiently observed specimens, shot in various parts, 
to be able to judge or decide on this interesting subject. Unlike 
the antUopinoE, the cheetui does not leave its droppings in one par- 
ticular spot, but scattered about in the manner of goats. 

The bide of this animal, when properly preserved, is the most beau- 
tiful of all deer skins, and makes, when mounted, a handsome door-mat. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
THE PABAH OR HOG DEER {Axi» poietnw). 



' Where the deer rustle through 
The twining brftke.' — TnoKsos. 



DESCEtPnOH. 



Ej'tremr Zfngth. — About 4J feet. 

JIeujht.—¥T!OTa 2| to ^ feet. 

Horn*. — SomewhRt umilar in ahnpe, ftnd with the mme number of points as those of 
the cheetul, but muob shorter, hardly erer exceeding 18 inches, I believe. 

Tfrt/.— Bather long. 

Colour. — Like many otheta of the fnmilj Ceriadie, the coat of the hog deer varies much 
in shade at different seasons of the year. In winter, when the hair grows long, those 
that I have examined have been of one uniform glossy tint of dt>ep yellowish or olive 
brown, slightly darker down the bnck. In the bot-weatber months, when the animal haa 
dropped its long coat, it has aIto(rether a lighter appearance : the face and front of Ic^ are 
darker in tint ; hoofs, black ; under parts of body, inside the thighs, and under the tail, 
white. Like the swamp deer, tlie young of the parah are distinctly spotted with while ; 
but as the animal reaches its full growth the spots appear to fade, if not altogether to 
disappear, and in old specimens I have searched in vain for the white markings. 

The sexes much resemble one another in size and general appearance, so much so that 
when the male baa dropped his boms they are undistinguishable even at a very short 
distance. 

The parah altogether lacks the remarkable beauty and grace of the cheetul, carrying 
its head low, and diving through the grass like a pig ; hence its title of ' hog doer.' 

The Hog Deer is exceedingly commoD in many parts of our Northern 
Indian Provinces, and, I am also told, in Sind, generally frequenting 
long grass and reeds on tlie edges of swamps and rivers ; it is often 
found also in thin forests, where there is grass tinder the trees. Sandy 
islands in large rivers, when covered with grass, are also fevourite 
places for parah, or amongst ' Jhow,' a kind of bastard cypress. 

It is generally found singly or in pairs, and is usually shot from 
howdahs. The animal often jumps up in the grass under the very 
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feet of the elephant, and rushes off. It carries its head low, and has a 
habit of stopping very abruptly, thus causing many a miss. There is 
DO animal, probably, at which so many l)all cartridges are fruitlessly 
expended aa the bog deer. In my opinion, when the grass is so 
high as to screen it as it makes off, and the sportsman is compelled 
to fire where he supposes the animal to be, it is the most difficult of 
all rifle shooting. I have not the slightest doubt that many more 
parah might be killed if buck shot or slugs were used, instead of a single 
ball ; but during my service I never yet met with nor heard of a single 
Indian sportsman who resorted to such a bad practice. Animals, 
when struck with spinning bullets, escape only too often to die a 
lingering death, but many more do so in countries where the missiles 
I have above named are used, and I suspect buck shot is only adopted 
by those who cannot depend on their shooting with ball. 

When exposed to view in the open, the parah is easy enough to 
hit with ball, but in thick grass it is another matter. It requires very 
great practice ; and I caji only recall to mind two, among many scores 
of hunters with whom I' have been out, real proficients at the sport. 
One was an Assam tea-planter, and the other a police-officer in our 
i^orth-Western Provinces. 

A common double-barrelled gun is a capital weapon lor the sport. 
Bemember always to aim low and well in advance of the moving grass, 
if you wish to stop ' Axis porcinus ' as he rushes past. I shall never 
forget, when a ' griffin,' my first introduction to this animal ; it was 
also my first attempt at howdah shooting. In the month of December 

186ff, in company with G s of my regiment, we went out in search 

<rf deer and buffalo, in a jungle near Gowhatty in Assam. We had 
hardly entered the first patch of cover when up jumped a parah, and, 
as usual, the grass moving showed his whereabouts as he made off. I 
fired twice ; there was no further stir in the grass, and I was congratu- 
lating myself on such a good beginning, when on approaching the spot, 
the animal made off as before. This time I emptied another double 
gnn, andG— ^^8 on my left also poured in a broadside from his howdah, 
and we were both perfectly satisfied that, at any rate, the creature was 
now dead enough. The mahout bflow me, who probably had been out 
often before, to my astonishment muttered, • Nahin lugga. Sahib,' or 
' Sot hit. Sir.' I was in the act of wrathfully rebuking him for hinting 
at such a thing, when once more the hog deer sprang up close to us. 
This time, however, he exposed himself to view, and was struck through 
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the ba^k ; bat which of us made the lucky hit it was impossible to say, 
for the two shots were fired almost simultaneously. I distinguished 
myself later oa the same day by shooting through the head, at the first 
shot, a huge buffalo — tbe very first wild one I ever saw. 

So similar is the parah to the wild hog in general colour, and in ita 
way of carrjring the head low as it darts rapidly off, that often when 
the animal has been partially concealed by the grass I hare been 
puzzled for the moment to decide which of the two creatures was before 
me. Jerdon tells us * that the bog deer is rarely found in Central India,' 
speaking in comparison with other districts. I have shot oyer a great 
portion of Central India, but have never come across the animal. 

I remember, when crossing a range of the Cossyah hills incur Eastern 
Frontier, viewing a parah on tbe road in front of me ; he had come up 
one valley and was about to descend another. This was remarkable, 
because in that part of the country a traveller or sportsman may ride 
■or walk — search far and near for days together — without catching a 
glimpse of a quadruped of any kind. Even birds are very scarce indeed 
on those flat-topped Cossyah ranges. 

The best time of year to shoot parah is towards the end of February. 
In the Tend and other forests, the old dry grass having by that time 
been burnt, only patches of cover are left here and there, and in these 
clumps the bog deer take refuge. The sportsman with a single 
elephant can with little difficulty drive them out, and get capital shots 
as they run across the open. I shot a fine male parah one day in the 
Pbilibeet district, apparently in excellent health and condition. The 
animal's skin, to all outward semblance, was in good order ; but on 
removing it, to my astonishment, the body underneath was one mass 
of living maggots, and when the hide had been stretched and dried, it 
had the appearance of having been riddled with a charge of shot; 
what the cause could hard been of the animal being in such a fearful 
state, I am at a loss to say. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE KAKUR, MUNTJAC, BIB-FACED, OB BABKING DEKR. 

(Cervalua aureai.') 

' Thy graceful gait bore otF at once mj heart.' — BiBOir. 



Debcription. 

ElejRint in form. 

/fe^.— A little over 2 feet. 

Mrtretae Length.— i feet, a few inches more or less. 

Horn*. — From the top of tbe head a pair of ciirious stalks, ahont 3 inches in length, 
covered with thick hristly red hair, project Id a line with the frontal bone. From the 
top of these stalks the antler commences, and just above the point of junction there is a 
very ehort branchlet projecting diagonally forward an inch, aontetiniea less, in length. 
Above this the horns, rising from 3 to 4 inchea more, and gradually diverging, malie a 
graceful arch, or rather hook, inwards, turning towards each other ; but at the same time 
the points curve backwards ; the tips about 3 inches apart. 

Colour. — A beautiful bright glossy red, or chestnut, inclining to golden yellow about 
the neck. Inside of the legs, and under parts of chin and tail, white. 

Eta'». — Moderate siie, erect. 

Eya. — Small. 

Tai't— Bather long in proportion to size of animal. I observe that certain writers 
menljon among the characteristics of genus C^rvtUu* ' tail rather short j ' but 1 think this 

The females are very similar to the males, but have no horns. There is a kind of 
knob, however, in that part of the head where tbe horns of the male are situated, and 
often the coat of the former is of a lighter lint than that of the latter. 

It obttuns its name of ' rib face ' from two peculiar dark folds running down the middle 
of the face, giving it an ugly appearance. The nose is pointed, the tongue long, and 
limbs rather short and slender. The feet very small and pointed. The body rather thick 
and compact ; no mgn of dark stripe down the back. 

This pretty little animal still abounds all over the lower ranges of 
the Himalayas eastward to Darjeeliog, Sitkim, Bhootan, Sylhet, 
and Cachar. It ia also found in certain hill ranges of the Central 
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Provinces. I once saw three brought in by a sbooting-party at Na- 
gode. Jerdon says ' the ribrfaced deer is found in all the thick jungles 
and forests of India ; ' but my experience does not coincide with his, 
for I have seldom met with the animal in the forests of Bengal or away 
from the foot of the Himalayas. I never met with it, nor do I believe 
it is ever found, in the Jhansie or Lullntpore distriete, nor have I 
ever beard of it in any part of Gwalior. In my numerous expe- 
ditions to our glorious hills, stalking the little kakur has been one 
of my favourite amusements, and a goodly number have fallen to my 
rifle at different times. 



The kakur, I believe, pairs like the roe-deer, which animal it much 
resembles in many ways. Jerdon says, ' It is a solitary animal, very 
rarely even two being found together ; ' this certainly is not my personal 
experience ; for frequently, when out for a stroll with my rifle, I have 
come upon a pair of kakur browsing together, and I have seen four 
within a short distance of one another in the same glen. 

It delights to frequent the shady dark woods and oak forests of the 
interior of our bill ranges, where ferns are thick and vegetation abun- 
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dant. Early in tlie morning and late in the erening I have seen it 
close to the back of villages, ocuasionall; grazing on the crops ; and in 
our hill stations, especially Nynee Tal, it is not uncommon to hear a 
kaknr barking after sunset above the honses on the hillside. 

The call of the kakur, irom which it derives its name of barking- 
deer, is an alarm note, and never uttered, I believe, except when the 
animal is frightened or startled by something unusual. They bark 
constantly, especially at night. I have heard three and four makingthis 
noise at one time, generally a sign that a leopard is on the move, and 
on a stUI night the call may be heard a long distance, quite two miles 
I nhould say. Both sexes bark, and I am of opinion that there is a 
perceptible difference in the call of the male and female. 

The animal becomes very cunning from being constantly hi:nt3'l, 
and is therefore difficult to get a shot at-. In some of the lower ranges 
of Knmaon, where once this pretty little deer was very abundant, it is 
now seldom to be met with, and has almost entirely disappeared. Eow 
can it be otherwise where deer, chamois, pheasants— all sorts of game, 
in fact — are indiscriminately hunted and snared iy gangs of poachers 
from one end of the year to the other ; and in consequence of there 
being no game laws, no one has the power to forbid or hinder these 
rascals from exterminating the game. 

With such a bright-coloured skin, one would ima^^e it an easy 
matter to distinguish the kaktur when standing in the covert, but the con- 
trary is really the case, as the sportsman will soon discover. Next to the 
cheetui, I do not know a more difficult animal to spot when it is perfectly 
motionless under the shade of a clump of bushes. Many a time I have 
walked right op to where the creature was hidden, unconscious that it 
was close to me, till startled by the crash in the bushes as it darted away. 

When the kakur ijiakes off, it often commences its retreat by a 
succession of bounds, bringing all four feet to the ground at the same 
time, and making several quick coughing barks till it has gone some 
little distance, when it moderates its pace, and at intervals of a quarter 
of a minute or so regularly otters its peculiar, deep, hoarse cry. After 
once having alarmed the animal without getting a shot, when it has 
entered the thick jungle covert, it is of little use, generally speaking, to 
attempt following it up at once, as the chances are you will not succeed 
in catching sight of it again, much less in getting within distance. 
Though I have obtained my shot and been sometimes successful under 
these circumstances, it is hstter to leave it alone, without farther 
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diaturbing the jungle, till another day, when probably, if jon visit the 
Bpot about the same time, but with greater caution than on the previons 
occaaion, you will find the animal, if not precisely in the same place, 
at any rate somewhere in the neighbourhood. 

It does not follow when you hear a kakur barb near at hand, t^at 
you are the cause of the creature's alarm, though, usually speaking, 
doubtless it will be so. The best plan on hearing the first call is to 
halt and listen which direction the animal is taking. I remember 
killing a fine buck one evening as I was returning to my tent after a 
day's shooting. The animal suddenly called within fifty yards, just 
below me. I halted, and presently had the satisfaction of hearing 
footsteps in the leaves : I stood behind an oak tree and got a shot, 
within ten yards or so, which rolled him over dead. It turned out 
that two men with a dog were passing along a footpath below, and it 
was at them the kakur hod taken fright. I have several times heard the 
animal, when bounding away, click its feet t<^ether. 

It has been stated that only the male kakur is famished with 
canine teeth, but I «au assert the contrary to be the case, though the 
tasks of the female are smaller than those of her consort. I believe 
that the animal uses its tusks and also its feet to rake up leaves 
when searching for- food. I have frequently noticed bare patches, 
where the leaves have been turned over, with marks where the creatare's 
little foot had been used, and also what I believe to have been the 
marks of this projecting canine tooth. 

A sportsman should be careful when approaching a wounded kakur. 
A Hill-man once showed me a scar on his hand of what had been a very 
severe wonnd, which he informed me, and I believe truthfully, was 
occasioned by a buck kakur striking him with his projecting canine 
tooth, when attempting to seize and dispatch the creature; and I know 
of an instance where a kakur with a broken hind leg inflicted a 
dangerous wound on a dc^ attempting to pull it down. 

The kakur is another of those animals that, when running, holds 
its head low, and makes its way through the most impenetrable jungle 
of thorns with a quickness and ease quite wonderfuL The skin of the 
animal is very tough, but at the same time very pliable, and is prized 
by the natives for making bags to hold flour, &c. The flesh is ei- 
ceedingly good— the best venison I am acquainted with. 

A party of sportsmen, in the autumn, when driving the hill-sides 
for pheasants, frequently bag one or two kakur in the coui'se of the 
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day. A chai^ of shot, lodged well forward, -will double np the little 
fellow, bonnding past witbio tweDtj yards, as effectually as any bullet. 
I have known this animal ascend our bills to a beigbt of 10,000 feet ; 
but bills of far.less altitude are its usual resort. It requires a neat ball- 
sbot to drop liim, especially when bounding off. I once made a right 
and left rifle-shot at two kakur ; I came suddenly upon them, feeding 
in a ravine, within a dozen yards or so, and, as they ascended the 
opposite bank, fired, dropping both, one dead and tbe other unable to 
rise to its feet again. 

Tbe pabaries catch these animals in nooses set on the edges of 
their fields, where they come out to feed at night. I have often seen 
kakur browsing on the borders of tea plantations, especially where the 
"cleared patches of ground for growing the tea plant are away from build- 
ings and the noise of men. I have never yet seen a kakur thoroughly 
tamed, though, doubtless, when caught young it may be reared. The 
time of gestation with the female is five and a-half months. The usual 
food of tbe creature is fresh grass, tbe young shoots of shrubs and bushes, 
and it will also descend at night from the hills and graze on young corn. 

Jerdon, when speaking of the Indian marten, observes ' that that 
animal is said sometimes to make the young of the kakur deer its 
food.' I firmly believe that tbe above is a correct statement, from an 
occurrence that happened when I was encamped at a place called 
Sunkot, in the Himalayas, in the autumn of 1869. Unfortunately I 
did not myself witness the aflair I am about to relate ; hut my servants, 
on my return one evening from shooting, informed me that, about 
mid-day three of thein, according to custom, were cooking their food 
on the bank of a stream within 100 yards of tbe tent ; that, while so 
occupied, they saw a young kakur on the opposite side of tbe water, 
closely pursued by four or five martens or ' tuturalas,' as natives call 
them. The fawn — for by their description the deer was little more 
than half-grown — appeared to be much distressed, as if it bad been long 
hunted ; and while tbe group of animals, pursuers and pursued, were 
in sight, they saw the martens spring up several times at the throat of 
the kakur. Two of the men, my bearer and a chuprassie, gave chase, 
but lost sight of the animals in the thick bushes. I am convinced that 
this account was correct, for the men could have had no possible object 
in concocting such a story, and were eager to relate the occurrence to 
me directly 1 returned from shooting. 

The kakur is the smallest antlered deer that I have ever met with. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
THE MUSK DEKR {Motchut nxucbi/ei-Hi). 



' Together gnze two deer, from ODe proceeds 
Pure frograDt muek.' — AsvXR-f-SuHini. 



Dhscbiptioh. 

The SDiAlleAt of Ilinmlayiin four-rooted game. Tho tody is rather heavily fonued, and 
the animal stands rather high on its legs. 

Ej,ii-eme length.— Vioai 3 to 3^ feet 

IfcitfAf.— About 2 feet. 

General Colour. — Like mtmy other Himalayan quadrupeds, the colour of the niiisk 
deer's coat varies much in different localities, and is consbtent with the season of the 
year. Thow that I have examined in the autumn nionthp, shot in Upper Ourhwa), liave 
1)een of a rather dark grey tint on the upper part of the body tinged with brown, and grizzled 
here and there with dingy white. Darker over the hind quarters, beneath altogether 
paler, and whitish inside the iiuibs. 

Eorg. — lUther large and erect; dark externally, white inside. 

Head. — Rather long, of an iron grey colour. Without horns. The canine tusks 
project downwards from the upper jaw ; they are alender, slightly curved, and very sharp. 
Both sexes have iuttks, but there of the feuiale are smaller. 

Linbt. — Slender and wirj- ; the feet delicate and very pointed. 

Tail.—\ery short 

The winter coit is a strong, bristly description of brittle, coarse hair, which has not a 
particle uf gloss about it. Nor does it lie smooth, but appears to be in a rough semi-erect 
state at all seasons of the year. 

This timid and much persecuted little animal, formerly so pleotifal 
on the tops of our Himalajan range, is now scarce, and in many- 
remote parts haa been altogether exterminated. I hare only met with' 
it occasionally when shooting thar on very high ground, and hate 
generally come across it in some out-of-the-way spot when least 
expected. It is a particularly hardy animal, and is little affected by 
cutting blasts, severe frosts, and drifting snows of winter, remaining on 
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the higher grounds after other creatnrea hivve been forced below by 
the weather. I never have seen more than two at a time, and gene- 
rally only one. I have met with it as high up as 14,000 and as low as 
7,000 feet, according to the season of the year. Once I came on one 
lying basking in the sun, apparently asleep, and missed him clean, 
within fifty yards, as he bounded off; but the animal is a small mark 
for a bullet even when standing, and when leaping down the hill-Bide 
is one of the most difficult rifle shots. 

The musk-pod is found in the male only, and very often even be 
has none. It is contained in a small kind ot gland situated under the 
abdomen. The musk, from which the well-known perfume is extracted, 
is of a brown colonr, ftnd the scent is very powerful. It is a common 
occurrence for natives at our hill-stationa to offer musk-pods for sale, 
especially to strangers ; but generally speaking only about one-quarter 
of the mixture in each pod shown as musk is really so, and the re- 
mainder is simply rubbish. However small an amount of musk, even a 
few grains, may be placed in the pod, it is quite sufBcient to scent the 
whole, and the natives are so clever at copying the true article that it 
requires experience to detect the adulteration. 

To obtain this pod, the poor creature is continually hunted and 
snared by professional poachers, who live the whole year through in 
ont-of-the-way spots below the snows, trapping musk deer, pheasants, 
and other game. I have often come across a line of these snares, 
which are generally set in the following manner. Havihg selected a 
piece of ground frequented by the ' kustoora,' — as he is called by the 
natives, — the hunters, or rather poachers, set to work making a hedge, 
generally down a spur of the mountains. This hedge often extends for 
' a mile and more, and constructing one is a work of great time and 
labonr. The men first mark the spots for a noose to bo set where 
musk deer are in the habit of passing, for they very frequently, like 
many animals, use the same path : here a gap is left in the hedge 
which is made about three feet high, and very thick at the bottom, so 
that nothing can force its way through. The trap set at each opening 
is what most schoolboys are acquainted with, made by a stiff switch or 
binder bent down, with a strong twine noose attached to the end. The 
binder is kept in its place by a contrivance so devised that when touched 
by a musk deer's foot it is released and springs up, the animal being 
caught, generally round one of its legs, by the noose.. The foolish little 
creatnre, when crossing from one hill to another, ou being stopped' by 
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a hedge, instead of leaping over, a^ it is fully capable of doiug with 
ease, follows the line, looking for a gap to paes through, and presently 
attempts a pa^^sage where the fatal noose ia ready awaiting it. Hun- 
dreds are killed aunually in this way, and I know of numerous spots 
where, years ago, when I first visited the hills, musk deer were often 
to he seen hopping about ; now, through poachers having been con- 
tinually at work, there is not one. 

The mask deer on being started bounds away, bringing all four feet 
to the ground at once, and after proceeding a certain distance gene- 
rally halts to have a look back, offering a fair though small mark, 
and is very easily missed. The animal will bound down the side of a 
precipice with extraordinary ease. If I had not witnessed many 
times the truly wonderful manner in which the creature vrill descend 
the face of a cliff, I could hardly have believed it possible. 

The musk deer gives a hiss vrhen trightened, very similar in sound 
to the alarm note of the gooral. The dung of these animals, in spota 
frequented by them, may be seen collected seemingly for years and 
years, and smells strongly of musk. 

The fiesh is justly considered exceedingly good for the table, and 
there is no perceptible taste of musk, as might be imagined, in the 
flavour of the venison. 

I have several times started the musk deer when beating the topa 
of the hills for moonal pheasants. One day I had placed myself behind 
a rock on tlfe face of a elope covered with rhododendrons and other 
shrubs, and sent three boys — sons of a shepherd — round, to try and drive 
some old moonal cocks down to me, for they were too cunning to be 
stalked, and this was the only chance. The boys showed themselves 
several hundred yarde above me, and came down in a line ; presently I 
heard one of them shout out that a musk deer was coming towards me ; 
and then I heard the measured thump, thump, thump of the creature 
as it brought its four legs each time to the ground. The kustoora 
crossed the path in which 1 was standing about twenty yards from me, 
with one of its flying bounds, and received a charge of No. 3 {I only 
had my shot gun), which rolled it over. My setter, usually speaking 
steady enough till told to move, was sitting at my feet, but this waa 
too much for him ; he sprang down the hili, and got so much in my 
way that I could not fire a second barrel, which probably would have 
been a settler. The deer recovered its feet, went down a decline which 
was too steep for me to follow, and eventually escaped. To complete 
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my misfortnne^, while caught in a thick bush, and stra^ling to follow 
the animal, four old cock moooal whizzed dowD close overhead, without 
my getting a shot at one of them. When my dog came slinking back, 
well knowing that he had mjsbehaTed, a tuft of hair in his mouth 
showed that he had been very close on to the chase. 

Jerdon mentions that the 'young of the musk deer are spotted with 
white.' I was unaware of this. 
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CHAPTER XXir. 
Kir-GAt, Oli XYl-QHAU (7'«.(n.r P«/m>. 

' Antelopes in junpIeB sbelter.' — Frbiliobatr. 



Bbbcriptios of Male. 

Ritranr Xroy/A.— From 7J to 8 feet. 

flwyW.— From 13 to 14 haDda. 

Head. — Rather long, and narrow at the muzzle. 

Eari. — Broad and open. 

^wA.— Thick and short. 

Sh oiUdert. — I ligh. 

Limbt. — Rather short and thick. 

Ftet. — Large; the print much reseiubliDg that of the gnniber. 

Tail. — Long for an antelope, perhnpa averaging about 2 feet in length, >nth a tuft of 
coarse dark hair at the extremity. 

Jfoiiit. — Black, nniooth, apart at the base, and tapering to rather ehnrp points ; the 
tips projecting slightly foiward. The horns of a full-grown animal mettfure 7 or ft inches 
in length. I have seen a pair which nieaeured 10} inches. 

Colour General lint, dt;ep iron grey ; darker under the fore part of the body. The 

legs almost hlat^k, eicepling two hotizontal white marks, dinded by a black bar, between 
the fellocka and licofs. There are two whilish spots on the cbeelis below the eyes. A. 
short dark-coloured mane runs along the neck and ridge of hinup, and from the front of 
the neck, about half-way down, there b a pendant tuft of dark hair, some or 8 inches 
in length. Above this luft, directly under the throat, is a patch of while, narrow above, 
broad below. At the back part of the hind quarters there is a broad blaze of white, 
extending downwardti, irside the thighs, to nearly the centre of the Bbdon:en. 

The female is altogether smaller than her consort, weighing, I should cay, fully a third 
less. Her general colour is pale reddish brown ; she has no horns. 

The Nil-gai is by far the largest of our Indian antelopes. I am not 
enre, but believe it to be peculiar to Hindustan. It certainly is not 
found in Africa. 

The meaning of the Hindustani *uil-gai ' is ' blue ox.' Witlioat 
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doubt the animal is a true antelope, but it is vain attempting to convince 
a Hindoo that such Ib the case. His religion forbids him to slay a cow ; 
it is one of the greatest crimes he can commit ; and he wilt persist 
to th« last in asserting that the nil-gai belongs to the oow, and not 
to the antelope tribe. 

Antelopes, generally speaking, are most elegant and graceful crea- 
tures in appearance, but the nil-gai is an exception; his limbe are 
thick, massive, and short in proportion to the body ; and his gallop is 
awkward in the extreme. Vhe animal does not— as has been asserted 
— frequent thick forest, but is generally to be found in bush jungle, or 
low rocky hills covered with scrub, thicket, and stunted babul bushes ; 
also in high grass. It is occasionally found on the lower ranges of the 
Himalayas, but does not ascend to any great height. One was shot 
many years ago in the Mugsoorie park ; but it is exceptional to hear 
of the creature in such altitudes. In the Central Provinces, especially 
in the Saugor country, also in the Lullutpore and Jliansie districts, the 
nil-gai is exceedingly common, generally in small herds, but I have 
seen as many as seventeen together; these were all females. Few 
sportsmen care to hunt or search for the nil-gai, as there is little plea- 
sure or sport in the pursuit. He (for only the male is worth firing at) 
Is generally speaking easily stalked, and oS^rs a fair mark, hardly to 
be missed. Unless struck in a vital part, however, he will make off, 
being most tenacions of life. I have known an old blue bull escape 
though wounded in four places. 

When beating the jungles for samber in the Lullutpore district, we 
usually took our shot at a bine bull if he came by, but never went out 
specially in search of him. A friend of mine, a noted hog-hunter, has 
ridden and speared nil-gai repeatedly ; but it takes a really good horse 
and a good rider to accomplish such a feat, especially if the ground is 
rocky and uneven. 

The nil-gai, like many other antelopes, and also certain of the deer 
tribe, is in the habit of daily visiting certain bare spots, and dropping 
its dung there. 

The creature is easily tamed and reared, if caught when young. I 
have seen a pair trot well in harness; and, frequently, two or three 
tame ones are allowed to wander about our Indian cantonments, where 
at night they commit fearful havoc in the vegetable gardens of the 
residents. The leather from the hide of a blue bull is df value, on ac- 
count of its toughness, for gaiters and boots, and the skin is always 
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worth sending to the tan-jard. Tigers not unfrequentlj prey on the 
nil-gai; and it has numerous other enemies, such as leopards and 
wild dogs. 

The nil-gai feeds chiefly on the young shoots of certain bushes and 
shrubs ; among others the babul ; is especially fobd of the mowah 
berry, like nearly all the antelopes and deer tribe. At night it visits 
the corn-fields anywhere near the jungle j and if left onintermpted, 
soon commits havoc with a crop. I once, when out with my rifle, saw 
a blue bull standing up on his hind legs,' with the fore feet resting 
against the stem of a tree, a position goats often adopt, to reach an 
extra tempting sprout ou a high branch, I suppose. The call of the 
nit-gai somewhat resembles that of the samber, but the note is shorter 
and sharper. 

One evening, in the hot weather of 1872, 1 was returning with my 

friend H s on foot through some bnl&h jungle; we had been nnluckj' 

on that particular day, for we had driven the whole of the neighbouring 
hills unsuccessfully ; not that game had not been found, but, as is often 
the case, things had gone wrong. Two stag samber had broken back 
through the beaters, and other creatures had escaped from one cause or 
another ; perhaps, moreover, the powder had not been very straight. 
We were several miles from our camp, and the sun had set some little 
time, so that it was nearly dark. My companion was leading the way 
alonga narrow footpath, with his rifle over his shoulder. We were 
skirting the bottom of a hill, when a clattering of hoofs and a crash 
through the bushes drew immediate attention to a dark moving object 
on the side of the hill. My friend, as quick as thought, took a hasty 
aim and fired. We both fancied that we heard the thud of the bullet 
against the hide of some animal, and the noise of retreating hoofs ceased 
altogether at the shot. In company with several natives we ran forward 
to have a look round. There was not a breath of air, and everything 
was still. We searched about, blundering and tripping over rocks 
and stones in the darkness, but could find nothing. I was about to 
remark that we had better give it up, when I was startled by a deep 
sigh, and there at my feet lay a large blue bull, that had just breathed 
its last. The ballet had passed through the lower part of the neck 
where it joins the shoulder, a very fatal spot. 

This animal, in addition to the term ' Nyl-ghau ' or ' Nil-gai,' is 
also called ' Roz ' in some parts of the North- Western Provinces. 
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CHAPTER XXIir. 
THE INDIAN BLACK BUCK, OB SASIN ANTELOPE (AhWop* besoarlica). 



' Our Bonds are bare, but down their slope 
The silverv-footed antelope 
As gracefully and gaily springs 
As o'er the marble courts of kings.' — Lalln Rookh. 

The Indian antelope, the male of which is the well-known 'black 
buck,' is in appearance a most noble, graceful creature. Among the 
nuraerons African antelopes there is not one, in my opinion, superior 
to an old Indian black buck in beauty and elegance. The male stands 
about two and a-half to two and three-quarter feet at the shoulder, 
and about four and a-haif feet in length, including the tail. The body 
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is -well-rounded and beantifuUy proportioned. The horns, ia colour 
black, are spiral, making three or four turns, with rings at short intervals 
from the base to within two or three inches of the tips, which are smooth; 
tiie points often verj sharp; the average length perhaps from seventeen 
to nineteen inches. The latter would he connted a good pair. It is 
not uncommon to bill a buck with horns of twenty-two inches, and 
occasionally a pair of trfenty-three and twenty- four inches. The latter, 
however, is exceptional. At different times I have slain over 200 
black hncke, and the horns of only one among them reached twenty-five 
inches fairly measured ; hut I must confess luck has not smiled on me. 
in this respect 

Many a time, on walking up to a fine old buck just rolled over by 
a rifle bullet, I have said to myself, * Well, here are horns over the 
twenty-five inches at any rate;' butthemeaauring-tape, on being fairly 
applied, has once more proved that I was mistaken. I once saw a 
buck brought in that had been shot by a brother officer, the homa of 
which very nearly reached twenty-sii inches ; and many years ago I 
saw at Agra a very old pair, exactly one inch longer than the above. 
They were just iinder twenty-seven inches. 

Very old bucks are of a deep glossy black down the spine, and 
brown at the bsck of the head and neck. In old patriarchs the face 
is often quite grizzled with age ; the haonch is also brown ; a patch of 
white extends round the eyes and under the chin ; the eyes are large 
and prominent; the belly, as also down the inside of the legs, pure 
white. Toung bucks at first are of a light yellow, similar to the 
females, which tint gradually deepens to a rich brown, and about the 
third year they become really entitled to be called ' black bucks.' 

In none of the raniinantia is the distinction of sex more marked, in 
external appearance, than in the Sasm antelope. The female is rather 
smaller than her lord, and her coat is of a sober tint in comparison 
with his. She is of a pale yellow above, with a light streak along each 
side of the body ; the ears of both sexes are long. The female has 
rarely more than one young one at a time : she has no horns. 

Some pairs of bucks' horns differ much from others. I remember a 
standing jofeo we had against a youngster who bagged a buck with 
what he thought an extraordinary pair ; it turned out, however, that 
the tips had been sawn off, and that the animal, when shot, had only 
been wild a few days, having escaped from a native's bouse. 

Some horns are very thick at the base, with rings very strongly 
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martei^, and diverging at a broad angle. In my opinion these are the 
handsomest ; and I noticed that in the Saugor country horns of that 
description were common. Others only diverge slightly, and at the 
tips are but a short distance apart. The length of horns is not always 
a criterion of age ; 1 have seen them of unusual length in quite young 
bucks, and vice versd ; nor can the age after the first few years be 
ascertained by the number of twists or curves. The animals not 
unfrequently break their horns when fighting. 

In certain parts of India antelopes are very numerous, generally 
where there are large grassy plains, I waa once quartered at Allyghnr, 
a well-known part of the country for black bncks, and where I had many 
opportunities of watching them and studying their habits. I bave occa- 
sionally seen herds there of two or three hundred, but nowhere else, 
though I have been informed by sportsmen from other provinces that 
tbey have seen upwards of a thousand in one herd. It is not the custom 
of these animals, even when much bunted and fired at, to leave certain 
tracts, or to wander far away to other haunts ; the same herd will be 
found again and again within certain limits, perhaps a radius of a few 
miles. They never migrate like the spring bucks of Africii., nor do 
they ever congregate in such enormous numbers. I have frequently 
seen five or six lierda on one plain, and if alarmed by a rifle shot, they 
would not join together, but make off in distinct parties. The does are 
much more numerous than the bucks, and an old buck immediately 
attacks and drives away another of bis own sex who attempts to 
intrude himself on his select party. 

During the heat of the day they retire into bigfa grass, standing 
crops, or sugar-cane, and lie down, coming out to feed again in the 
evening, and grazing all night. If the sun is not very powerful, 
however, they will often be found reclining in the o^n plains. The 
early morning is the best time to look for them, when they will proba- 
bly be found feeding on the crops. Unless much bullied and shot at, 
it is generally not a difficult matter to approach within rifle-range of a 
herd ; but a sportsman, to be successful, must be an accurate judge of 
distance, and it should be his object not to hit the animal somewhere 
in the body, but in a vital part, so as to drop him dead. There are 
many who hardly ever do this, but break the limbs, and often through 
bad shooting allow the unfortunate beast to escape wounded, only 
to become the prey of wolves and jackals or die a lingering death. 

With the exception of the chikarab, and one or two others, lam not 
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acqaciinted with an animal more tenacious of life than our Indian ante- 
lope. I have known a buck etruck with three bullets, two of them 
ha.nng paased through the body, give a long chase before being run 
down. And a friend writes, ' I once bit a buck four times with roiind 
bullets from a 17-gauge rifle. These bullets formed a triangle 
about four inches on each side, close behind the cent.e of the shoulder, 
the fourth went through the kidnejs, after which the buck ran nearly 
or quite a mile.' As for a buck with a broken fore-leg, unless you 
have a greyhound or some other description of fast dog ready to let 
filip, or a good borse close at hand, yon are no nearer your object 
than if you had missed the mark altogether. I hare more than once 
Been a buck with a broken fore-leg fairly beat a well-mounted rider, and 
make good hie escape. I once had a horse that would allow me to rest 
my rifle on the saddle without moving, which wa^ a great advantage, 
for not only did it enable me to take a steady aim, but I had only to 
throw my leg over tlie saddle if it was necessary to pursue the quarry. 
A dog trained for the purpose, even a common pariah, such as one 
that Iliad at Allyghur, is of great use for retrieving wounded bucks. 
This animal, rejoicing in the name of 'Tiger,' always accompanied me 
on my expeditions after antelopes. One of my servants followed about 
200 yards iu rear with the dog held by a slip ; if, after firing my shot, 
it was apparent that my bullet had reached the mark, and I held ap 
my bat, it was the signal to ' chor do,' or ' let go.' It was wonderful to 
see how quickly the sagacious brute would single oat the stricken crea- 
ture from a large herd. If I bad missed, he would speedily return to heel, 
knowing well how useless it was for him to attempt the chase of 
an unwounded antelope. Though of no great speed, he had an un- 
tiring pace, and in the end was generally successful. This dog had only 
one fault, T am afraid rather a had one ; if my nag and I were not pretty 
close up when he pulled down the buck, he often tore a hole in the body 
where the bullet bad made an entrance or exit. 

A hog spear is a useful weapon for a horseman pursuing a wounded 
buck. Sometimes a sportsman, by taking advantage of a clump of 
bashes or patch of grass, can approach very close to a herd for his shot, 
but often enough the antelopes are on the level plain with no cover 
anywhere near. If so, he should dismount at some little distance, carry 
his rifle concealed as much as possible on the side away from the herd, 
and gradually circle round at a leisurely pace in the direction of the an- 
telopes, never looking at nor appearing to notice them ■but from the 
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corner of hie eye, markiug the buck with the best pair of honis. 
Probably the creatures, if lying down, will, as the sportsman approachea, 
rise up one by one — the old buck is (he last to rouse and stretch himself — 
and, suspecting danger, gaze intently with ears pricked up at the 
object of their distrust. Having decided on a Tictim, he should edge 
round till within range, ISO or 150 j-ards perhaps; then, gradually 
slackening his pace — not suddenly stopping, or the creatures may take 
to flight — lei. him pause, bring the sights to bear, and slowly draw the 
trigger. He will probably get a second barrel as the antelopes bound 
away across the plain, but it requires much practice to be successfnl at 
running shots of this description. He should never fire into the ruck 
should the antelopes make off in a cluster; it is very often done, but 
is most unsportsmanlike. If a buck has fallen to his shot, let the 
sportsman reload, and in advancing to despatch a living animal by 
cutting its throat, let him be careful never to approach within reach 
of the hind leg, even when the creature is to all appearance stone dead. 
(I remember a native many years ago being severely hnrt by. the dying 
kick of a black buck.) ^e should walk up quietly, and seize firmly with 
his left hand the root of one of the horns, turn the points down, and 
if the poor brute has still life in it, put an end to its sufferings as 
speedily as possible with his hunting-knife. 

Mounted on a good Arab horse, a gallop across country after a 
wounded buck, with a dog to assist in the chase, is an exciting 
pursuit ; but the sportsman, in such districts as Agra and Allyghur, 
should beware of yawning dry wells, found all over that part of the 
country, as they are most dangerous. These wells are dug by the vil- 
lagers to cultivate their 6elds ; and there is nothing above ground to 
warn a man riding fast of the danger in front till he suddenly finds 
himself on the brink of a dry well, often too late to pull up and save 
himself from being precipitated to the bottom. One of our native 
ofiBcers at Allyghur, a tough old Pathan, mounted on a sturdy n&g, and 
riding after a buck njy Commandant had wounded, fell headlong down 
one of these fearful traps, horse and all, and, wonderful to relate, was 
extricated without having broken a bone or injured himself materially, 
though he was naturally much bruised and cut about. He waa, how- 
ever, one of the most wiry, tough men I ever came across, but how 
he escaped so easily is a wonder. 

A buck, if severely wounded, nearly always separates from the herd. 
Sometimes, if without horse and dog, it is better to watch him without 
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being seen yourself, instead of following him up. A rising piece of 
ground, for instance, should be taken advantage of, and your telescope 
brought into play. The poor brute will direct his steps probably to 
the nearest cover, such as a patch of sugar-cane or high graas; do not 
move till he has disappeared, for before entering he will be sure to 
take a final look round to see if enemie? are following him ; and should 
he catch sight of you, he will once more break into a trot, instead of 
lying down aa he hr,d intended, and likely enough make hia escape if you 
cannot keep him in sight, or at any rate give you much additional 
trouble. If, however, you -succeed in marking him down, do not he 
in a. hurry to go near. If he has entered a patch of thick jungle or 
cane, do not go in yourself, or probably when in the densest part you 
will hear a crash as the animal jumps up and makes off, but will not 
be able to see him, and by the time you again reach the other side he 
may be out of shot. The better plan is to wait till your attendants 
join you; instruct them to give yon time to. reach the far aide of the 
cover, and then to beat in a line towards you. Probably the buck 
will jump up and come out near you, giving a broadside shot. I have 
known wounded antelopes He very close indeed before they- would 
move and show themselves. It ia npt usually the buck that is on the 
look-ont for danger, but, generally speaking, an old doe who gives the 
alarm on the approach of the sportsman : she, aft^r gazing steadily 
at him for some time as he gradually approaches, and impatiently 
stamping her feet, comes to the conclusion that he is up to no good, 
and sets the example to the remainder of the herd by making off at a 
sharp trot; the others follow in a long string, then one after the other, 
with curved backs and heads lowered, they commence a series of pro- 
digious springs and bounds, a beautiful sight to behold. The old black 
buck, having first taken care to complete his select party by driving 
them together and in doing so gallantly facing the danger, generally 
followa last of all, and if the stalker ia then within even a long tthot, 
he should not delay, but fire at once. Sometimes the herd, after pro- 
ceeding a short distance, slacken their pace gradually and halt, to have 
another look at the intruder they suspect ; but more often, after bound- 
ing in the manner T have described, they quicken their pace, settle 
down to a slashing gallop, and speedily disappear. Sometimes, instead 
of a noble old black buck and his twenty does or more, the aport«man 
comes across a small lot of young males : unless in want of fiesh, how- 
ever, he passes on. 
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I should be afraid to say the extent of ground I have heard on good 
authority that an antelope has been known to cover at a single bound, 
but it was something wonderful, and almost past belief, and the African 
term ' spring buck ' might with justice he applied to our species. And 
this reminds me that I have seen it stated that the Sasin or Indian 
antelope is to be found in certain parts of Africft : it is a mistake, for the 
animal is found in Asia only, and I believe is restricted to Hindustan, 
though I am not positive about Persia. 

When at full speed the pace of this creature surpasses that of any 
quadruped with which I am acquainted, and only under most excep- 
tional circumstances is an unwounded, full-^own buck ever pulled down 
by greyhounds. I have seen the attempt made over and over again, 
hundreds of times I might say, but never once with success. On the 
plains of our North -Western Provinces, or in the Deccan, I do not 
believe it to be possible, but on heavy sand or boggy ground, occa- 
sionally (especially in the mins, when blown out with grass and out of 
condition], a buck may be run down. This antelope trusts almost en- 
tirely to sight for protection, though doubtless the sense of smell also 
in some measure warns it of danger, and the size of ears which nature 
has bestowed shows also that the sense of hearing must be keen. 

Single bu<^ks are usually, I think, easier to stalk successfully than 
several collected together. If the sportsman finds a herd on the alert, 
and likely to take to flight before he is able to get within rifle shot, it is 
a good plan for him to drop behind a bush or clump of grass, and let 
his syce advance leading his horse, not going too close, however, but 
simply drawing ofif the attention of the game, and thus enabling his 
master to make a successful stalk from another direction. I have 
practised this manceuvre successfully many a time. 

The animal, if taken when young, is easily reared and becomes 
quite tame ; but a buck, as he gets old, and his horns grow, is a trou- 
blesome and dangerous pet. I remember a grasscutter at Benares being 
badly hurt, and a syce at Mozuffernugger, lying asleep on a charpoy (or 
native bedstead), was killed by a tame buck goring him in the side, for 
no apparent reason, and it was snpposed in play. 

At certain times of the year, about January and February, when the 
rutting season begins, the bucks may constantly be seen in pairs Bghting, 
with their heads down and horns locked, pushing one another backwards 
and forwards. When thus engaged there is a good opportunity to make 
a rapid stalk in. I once got within thirty paces of a pair fighting in the 
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maancr just described, cot on tlie open plain, but in the bed of what 
had been a jheel or patch of water. The lake was now dry, and the 
mud at tlie bottom caked hard, and covered all over nith cracks ; and 
here, quite by themselves, tliese two champions were occupied in a 
desperate duel. There was a fringe of grass and rushes skirting the edge 
of the hollow pool, whioh I took advantage of, and, creeping up within 
close range, 1 knocked one over dead with the right barrel, and eo severely 
wounded the other with the left that he went but a short distance. 

When a buck has triumphed over an adversary and pnt him to flight, 
he generally follows up his success, and chases him all over the 
country; and I have more than once got capital shots by hiding and 
waiting till the pair passed within range. I have on three occasions 
dropped black bucks, seemingly stone dead, bwt only stunned for a few 
seconds by the bullet striking one of the horns. On two occasions the 
animals recovered themselves and made off. But once, near Agra, I 
bagged a very fine buck only struck on one horn by the bullet. I was 
out with a brother officer shooting qnail ; we had marked down a num- 
ber of birds in a narrow strip of sugar-cane, and as the canes were too 
high and thick to walk through,' and at the same time see to shoot, 
we placed ourselves on either side of one end of the patch and directed 
our beaters to commence at the other, form line, and walk towards us. 
I had brought my rifle with me, and a lad was standing close behind 
with the weapon over his shoulder. Almost Immediately aft«r the 
beaters had begun to drive the patch, I heard some animal come 
rushing through the cane towards us, and immediately changed my 
gun for the rifle, fully expecting to see an old boar break cover ; but 
presently out bounded a splendid buck, with his horns carried well 
back over his shoulders. He came past at a great pace. Aiming w^ 
in front of the shoulder, I fired, when he fell to the shot, apparently 
quite dead. I i-eloaded, and then, in company with my friend, 
who had left his post to have a look at the game, walked slowly up. 
By the time we had come within a few yards of the antelope, he began 
to show signs of life, twice managed to raise himself on his knees, and 
fell back again. Instead of firing another shot, as I should have done, 
I put my rifle down and drew my hunting-knife ; by that time he had 
gained bis feet and was staggering away. I ran after him; he still 
further recovered himself, and it was only by a great effort that I suc- 
ceeded in seizing him by a hind leg; he dragged me several yards, 
but at length I dropped my knife and got hold of the other leg, and just 
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as I did 80, one of the beaters, with a tremendously thick bamhoo-lathi, 
or long club, in his hand, came to my aesistaoee, and struck the poor 
buck a blow ou the back of the head, that dropped it on the spot. 
On examination we found the mark of the lead about two inches from 
■where the horns join the skull. 

I have seen a buck with one horn wanting, the missing one having 
been knocked off its head by a bnllet from the rifle of a brother officer. 
This animal, a particularly fine one, escaped, and we repeatedly saw him 
afterwards ; but he had learnt a good lesson, and was so cunning, keep- 
ing out in the centre of a vast plain, that there was no chance of getting 
a shot at him again. During tlie heat of the day, antelopes often retire 
into grass or bush jungle and lie down ; at such times thoy will crouch 
very closely indeed. One day I had marked down a Soriken in a clnmp 
of grass, and had walked the patch through twice without flushing the 
bird. The third time I beat it, a black buck jumped up from under my 
very feet. Such a shot could hardly be resisted, and a charge of No. 5, 
at the back of the head, turned him over 1ik(^ a rabbit. Often when 
bird-shooting I have been startled by these animals suddenly jumping 
up in close vicinity.' 

When at Allyghnr I once shot five bucks in a day, which was just 
four too many, and any tolerably steady rifle shot, by continually 
hunting the creatures, might have made a very large bag in that 
district ; but though now and then I like having a day at antelopes, it 
is not a sport I am partial to, simply because there is so little diffi- 
culty in being successful. It is a pity to kill too many of such noble 

creatures. My Commandant, Colonel S d, a giant Nimrod, was a 

great slayer of bncka ; and, if I remember rightly, once, in a single day, 
killed eleven. However, if we had not shot a good many, I dont know 
how the villagers could have existed ; the crops were often fed quite 
close off by hundreds of antelopes during the night. Moreover, our 
men were only too glad to get the flesh of those we shot, so none waa 
wasted. The flesh is, in my opinion, at the best of times only tolerable, 

> I am not aware that the common Indiaa antelope has any call ot alarm bias, to 
warn il8 comrodee of approaching danger. When travelling by night and passing through 
t, black-huck country, I have heard the malea grunting close to the high road, and 
when a buck is paying court to the ladies of hia hareiu, witli nore in the air and tail 
on end be sidles up to some one of his favourites and accosts her with a deep, hoarse grunt. 
When struck by a bullet the buck also sometimeB utters a bareh lellow — if it can be 
80 called — and generally this ia tbe eign of a severe wound. 
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and not to be compared to mutton. At certa-in periods of the year, how- 
ever, the saddle of an old buck is well worth keeping. Black buck 
hams are also excellent when properly cured, and in flavour much re- 
semble the mutton hams of Scotland. 

It is astonishing how soon after their birth the yonng of this ante- 
lope are able to follow their parents, and in a few weeks distance any 
but swift dogs. The old doe cunningly hides her fawn when very 
young, hovering about in the vicinity. Many, however, fall a prey to 
wolves, jackals, foxes, eagles, and pariah dogs ; the latter especially 
are very destructive to young antelopeq. These village curs turn out 
in gangs, and systematically hunt through patches of cover, snapping up 
the young of antelopes, hares, &c. Infested as the country is with ver- 
min of all kinds, the wonder is that many more do not fall victims. 

In some districts antelopes are driven into nets and numbers de- 
stroyed, but this is not a general practice among the natives. As waa 
natural when the railway was first made through the North-Western 
Provinces, the herds of antelopes grazing in the plains through which 
the line passed, were frightened out of their lives by the snorting iron 
horse. They, however, soon got quite accustomed to the noise and 
rattle of a passing train ; and recently, when travelling through the 
Meerut and AUyghur districts, I saw large herds reclining quietly on 
the gra«B, and although the train passed within a few hundred yards of 
them, they did not even take the trouble to rise to their feet. My 

Commandant, Colonel 3 d, shot bucks several times from off an 

engine, between Toondla and Eoel, when the line was being made. 

It is a common practice for sportsmen, especially young shikaries, 
to blaze away at herds of antelopes, on flat, level plains with long- 
range rifles, quite regardless of villages in the distance, their bullets 
ricochetting among poor people cutting their crops or cultivating 
their fields, or tending herds of cattle that are in the hne of fire. 
I need hardly remark on the danger of such recklessness. I have 
known natives on three different occasions struck with bullets fired 
by too eager sportsmen ; two of these unfortunates died from their 
wounds ; one, a poor woman, was killed on the spot. Natives, when 
cutting a crop, are in the habit of squatting down, so that often their 
heads are below tbe level of the standing corn ; and many a time I 
have been horrified, after taking a shot I thought safe enough, to 
see numerous black heads bob up, startled by the whizz of the bullet. 
Latterly I used nothing but rifle shells on these level plains, which 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TEE INDIAN BLACK BUCK OB SASIN ANTELOPE. 199 

mitigated the danger to a great extent; for on maiing a niias the 
shell exploded on the ground, and the lead being blown into several 
irregular pieces, flew bnt for a short distance. It is the long, thin, 
solid, conical balleta — which spin across the plains for gteat distances 
— that are eo unsafe. This description of bullet, moreover, so often 
6red irom small-bore rifles, is most unsuited . for shooting black buck. 
I hare already mentioned how ver; tenacious of life the animal is ; 
and .on being struck by one of these small bullets, unless hit in a 
vital part, even when it passes right through the body, although 
the wound may be eventually mortal, as is usually the case, the animal 
is often capable of galloping many miles and escaping, only to be 
torn to pieces by jackals. Now had this same animal been struck 
by an express bull&t or rifle shell, exactly in the same spot, he would 
probably have dropped in bis tracks or been bagged at any rate with- 
out much trouble. 

In the hot season, ant«lope8 generally visit pools of water or rivers 
twice a day to drink and a shot may be got at them by lying in wait, 
for they nearly always follow the same path backwards and forwards. 
Once, in the Lullutpore district, I caught a herd returning. from water, 

and made a satisfactory right and left. We, that is, myself and H s, 

of the police, had come in from a march about 12 o'clock in the hot 
weather of 1871, and had sat down to breakfast in our shirt sleeves, our 
tents being pitched under a clump of trees on the banks of the Dassaun ; 
presently a chuprassie came running in with news that he had just 
seen a -herd of 'Haran' or antelopes come down the opposite bank of 
the river, only a few hundred yards from our tents. We were short of 
provisions, so catching up our rifles, ran out juflt as we were ; on 
peeping down from the high bank of the river we saw some twenty or 
thirty antelopes drinking about 1 00 yards farther up on the opposite side. 
We hastily formed a plan : I was to cross over by some stepping-stones 
below, concealed from view by a curve in the river, climb up the op- 
posite bank, and by a detour come round to a patch of bushes just 

above the spot where the creatures were. H s was to take a shot 

irom his side when I had reached my post, and probably I should get 
a chance as the animals made off. The plan succeeded exactly as we 

expected. H s fired across ; the herd ascended the bank by a steep 

path, and came past me within a dozen yards. One I rolled over 
directly he appeared on the top of the bank, and a second, as fae 
passed at fall speed, fell to a shot from the left barrel. 
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During the rainj season of 1864 a white buck was reported to have 
been seen on some plains a few miles from AUjghur. The poor 
brute had been driven from the Etah district, where naturally the un- 
usual and unlucky colonr of his coat drew attention to hiui in par- 
ticular ; he was lame, probably from a rifle bullet; and exceedingly 
wary, as well he might be. I had a good look at him through a pair 
of glasses on one occasion. He evidently was rather an old buck, but bis 
coat, though much lighter than usual, was not white ; and it turned 
ont when he was shot, some time after I had seen hiin, that his skin 
was mangy and ill-conditioned, which accounted for bis unusual appear- 
ance at a distance. Natives, especially Holy Brahmins, often asked 
me for buck skins. They use them for saying their prayers on. 

Ail antelopes have eye-pits, or the infraorbital sinus, more or less 
developed ; but io the black buck this hollow gland below the eye is 
very large, and when angry or excited the animal opens it wide. I . 
noticed this at Allahabad : we had a tame buck tied to a peg in the 
compound, and one day a greyhound attacked the creature, or, at any 
rate, stood barking opposite him. The antelope lowered his horns, and 
it was then that I noticed this eye-pit distended in the manner I have 
described. When stuffing heads and removing the skin from the face 
in which there is a hollow in the skull, where the gland, about the 
size of a small chestnut, rests, I have noticed a strong, unpleasant smell 
arising from the eye-pit, and also a thick fluid discharge from it. I 
have never been able to come to a satisfactory conclusion, not being a 
good enough naturalist, to say for certain what use this gland is to 
the creature. 

The reader probably is aware that no true follower of the prophet 
(Mahomed) can ever eat the flesh of any living creature — except of a 
fish, which they say has been already *hallaled' by the Creator — that has 
not been despatched by himself or one of his creed. * Hal lal kama ' 
the operation is termed by the Mahomedans ; and while the knife is 
being used at the throat of the unfortunate animal, it is necessary, 
while the victim is yet alive, to pronounce the word ' Bismillab,' or 
' In the name of God,' and the flesh is then rendered fit for food ; but 
an animal that has once breathed its last before being despatched by 
the knife is ' Haram ' or unlawful, and of no use whatever to a Ma- 
homedan. This rule, however, is by no means strictly kept or acted 
upon. 

■ Often when stationed at Allyghur, and starting for a day's black- 



DigilizedbyVjOOQlC 



THE INDIAN BLACK BUCK OB. SA8IS ANTELOPE. aoi 

buck shooting, I took one or two of my servante out with me to carry 
home an antelope for their own dinners, if fortune favoured ns. I 
made a practice of giving the slain animals alternately to Hindoos 
and Mabomedans, to prevent jealousy or ill-feehng between the two 
sects. When it was the turn of the Mussulman to receive a buck, my 
'bheestie' (water-carrier) generally accompanied me with his knife to 
perform the ' Hal lal ; ' his name was Khan Mahomed, and he was a 
very good servant, and was looked upon as a genuine follower of the 
prophet. Nevertheless, not once or twic?, but I might say over a dozen 
times, I have been amused at the cunning displayed by tliis man, and 
the easy manner with which he broke through the laws of bis reli- 
gion as laid down in the Koran. If I fired at a buck, and the 
ball happened to strike it in the head or neck, ao that it dropped dead 
on the spot, the fiesh was ipso facto rendered unfit for a Mahomedan, 
as already explained ; but my bheestie was not in the habit of being 
too particular on this point, so long as he imagined that I was ignorant 
as to the true stat« of affairs, and had not observed that the antelope 
dropped lifeless. He would ofton run up and, in spite of the buck 
being stone dead, cut the animal's throat, and pronounce the ' Bisuiillah,* 
as if everything was quite correct and in form. If, however, I walked 
forward, and there could be no doubt that I must have perceived the 
true state of affairs — with a sigh he would remark ' Kismat-kee-bat ' 
(' It is fate '). So, to prevent any difficulty of this kind, when I had an 
idea that a buck bad fallen dead, I, loitered behind and pretended to 
be occupied in re-loading, all the time, however, watching the Khan's 
movements. With a glance over his shoulder, to make sure that I was 
not observing him too closely, be would commence hacking at the dead 
animal's throat, and muttering, at the same time, the authorised prayer. 
When I was yet a ' Griffin,' and stationed at Agra many years ago, 

I incurred the displeasure of my Commandant, Colonel S d, through 

quite unintentionally li-ading astray one of the Mahomedan native 
officers of the regiment, a sturdy little Soubabdar, whose name I 
cannot recall to mind, but with whom I was on good terms. In those 
times I was unacquainted with the religious customs and ways of 
the natives, having hitherto been attached to European corps. One 
day I had been out with my rifie and shot two ravine deer, and with 
my own hand put the animals out of their misery in the usual manner 
vrith my hunting-knife. On returning to our encampment I sent 
one of the prize^ with my compliii:ent3 to my friend the Soubahdar, 
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who accepted the preeent without aslring- any gnestions — for very good 
reasons of his own, I suspect — how the anim^ had come to its end. 
That eveoing at mess I casually informed my Commandant how I had 

disposed of one of the ravine bno&s. Colonel S d inquired if tbey ■ 

had been ' Hal lalled.' * Oh, yes,' I innocently made answer, ' for I 
performed the operation myself.' I remember that I received a severe 
lecture for my pains, for my commanding o£Scer was exceedingly par- 
ticular in matters of this kind. He told me that I was not fit to com- 
mand a ' Baick (corporal) and four.* 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 
THE CHIKARAH, ob INDIAN GAZELLE (Ga«ffa BmnHtO). 



I never nurs'd it dear gazelle, 

To glad lue with its soft black eye, 

But when it came to know mo well 

And lore me, it waa sure to die, — Lalla Rookh. 



This beaatiful and harmlesB creature is very common ia certam 
localities of India, but not nearly 80 widespread orer the country as 
the black buck. Its prominent, soft, dark eye proclaims it at once as 
belonging to the genua Gazelle. The average height of four fine 
bucks measured at Jhansie, was as nearly as possible two feet. Extreme 
length about four feet. The general colour of the coat is pale reddish- 
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brown but some are mucb ligbter in tint tban otliers, more of a sandy 
bue, and exactly resembling in sbade the desert country so often tbe 
favourite haunt of the animal it.self. The chest, belly, and part 
between hind quarters, are white. There is a dark brocm mark 
on the face, extending from the comer of the eye to the comer of 
the mouth ; also a dark mark on the bi-idge of the nose ; remainder 
efface, light brown. Old animals are often quite grizzled from age 
on the upper part of the face. Tail, long and black. Ears, long in 
proportion to the size of the animal ; open, and pointed. The 
limbs are slender in the extreme. Both sexes bare boms ; those of 
the male generally average about eleven or twelve inches in length. 
From over a hundred bucks that I have shot at different times, only one 
pair measured over fourteen inches : it was a splendid pair, and reached 
fourteen and a third inches. 

Like the blaek buck, the horns of the Indian gazelle vary much 
in curve, divergence, and thickness. 

The gazelle of Syria, Arabia, and other countries of Western Asia 
{AntUope Dorcae), though much resembling the Indian chikarah in 
general appearance, has yet one or two peculiarities in the shape and 
curve of the horns, sufficient to distinguish it from the latter. The 
horns of the male Dorcas Gazelle are considerably curved, slope back 
over the neck of the animal, and curve inwards at the tips ; whereas 
those of the buck chikarah are straighter, and have httle slant to the 
rear, but rise nearly erect from the summit of the forehead. 

I have two fine pairs of ravine bucks' horns ; the rings are twenty- 
one in number, and the horns are three-and-three-quarter inches 
apart at the tips ; on the other are nineteen rings, and they are very 
nearly the same distance from tip to tip. The points of the first, 
however, curve forward more than those of the second. 

The female resembles her mate very much in colour, but is smaller; 
and her horns are quite different in shape and size. I have a fine pair ; 
they are aix-and-a-quarter inches in length, which is unusually long. 
One horn oiten differs from the other in curve. They do not incline 
BO mucb forward as those of the bock, and they are also much closer, 
within an inch apart at the points in this particular specimen.' 

The little ravine deer is a regular bush-loving antelope, and much 
resembles a wild goat in its appearance and habits ; hence the name of 

* See figures at the bead of this chapter. 
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' goat antelope ' in some parts of the countrj. It roams in small herds 
on broken ground, especially on the sides of large rivers, where the 
hanks are high and much broken np into ravines and gnllies. In 
Bundelkuud, the chikarah is far more common than the black buck, 
especially in the Jhansie district, where I have seen more gazelles, 
and in lai^er herds, than anywhere else. They frequent low hills 
covered with hash and grass, especially in the neighbourhood of culti- 
vation. The chikarah, as regards feeding on the crops of the natives, 
is not so mischievous as the common ant«lope. It prefers various kinds 
of weeds to young corn, and I have often observed it browsing on 
the young leaves of various bushes, such as the acacia ; it feeds 
later than the common antelope, and is of a more restless disposition. 
In former years there were great numbers within a few miles of 
Agra, on the banks of the Jumna. I shot over forty in that neigh- 
bourhood in the cold weather of 1863, In the Saugor and Jubbulpore 
country this graceful little creature abounds, also in Rewah and Bandah ; 
in Gwatior and Lullutpore the animal is often found, and generally in 
dry, bumt-up ravines, frequently far away from water. I have never 
met with it, nor do I believe the chikarah inhabits Bengal, Assam, 
Sylhet, Cachar, or any part of the Eastern frontier. 

Stalking ravine deer is a favourite amusement among English 
sportsmen. I myself much prefer the sport to shooting black buck. 
The country inhabited by the tbrmer is generally undulating and broken, 
and there is not the sameness of the dead level plain on which herds 
of the common antelope roam. Moreover, where much hunted, tho 
little chikarah becomes exceedingly difficult to approach, and th& 
sportsman to be successful will have to work hard to obtain a shot. 
When he does get a charce, it is a small mark to aim at. I have 
already spoken of the extraordinary tenacity of life shown by the gazelle, 
more so than by any creature I have ever met with, not excepting 
even the common antelope. It is very swift, far too much so for 
any description of d<^ ; and does not bound like the common ante- 
lope. The females are more numerous than the males, but not to the 
same extent as with the Sa«in species. I once counted twenty-three 
in one herd near Jhansie ; to see so many together, however, was ex- 
ceptional, though it was not unusual in a day's sport to come across a 
herd of ten or twelve ; nowhere but in the Jhansie district have I 
seen so many collected together. 

Like other antelopes, the little ravine deer has many enemies besides 
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man. One day, when out with my rifle, I noticed an old female 
gazelle, with a fawn, stamping her feet, and every now and then 
making that peculiar 'hiss' which is the alarm-note of the animal. 
It was not I that was the cause of her terror, for I had passed close to 
her only a few minates hefore, and she seemed to understand by my 
manner that I meant no harm. No, there was something else. I 
turned back, and on looking down a ravine close by, saw a crafty wolf 
attempting a stalk on the mother and young one. I tried to cut the 
rascal off; but he was very wide-awake and made off, a bullet sent 
after him only quickening bis pace. 

Another day, at Agra, a pair- of jackals joined in the chase of a 
wounded buck, an account of which may perhaps interest the reader. 
Early one morning in February 1863, I had crossed the Jumna by the 
bridge of boats, and having ridden a couple of miles up the side of 
the railway, turned off to the right, making for the banks of the 
river, where I knew chikarah were to be found, although only three 
miles from, and in sight of, the Taj Mahal and the city of Agra. T 
had left the fort before dawn of day, and reached my ground just as 
the sun rose above the horizon. Within half an hour I got two shots, 
and bagged a young buck feeding in a field ; then a long three hours 
with no luck, although several chikarah were seen. On the way back 
to where I had left my horse under a tree, a fine buck suddenly 
jumped up out of a nullah, and scrambled up the opposite bank : just 
as he reached the level plain above a ball from my rifle struck him. It 
was aimed for the shoulder, but took effect too far back ; he fell, but 
■recovered himself, and made off; my second shot, a very bad chance, 
missed. Having reloaded, I followed him up; for some time I kept 
him in sight, but at length came to a mass of ravines, and was just too 
late, on rounding a corner, to see which one he had taken. I had 
then to trust to the spoor, and followed the tiny footprints of the 
poor little creature for several hundred yards. Presently, on coming 
out into more open ground, I wan surprised to see a pair of jackals in 
front, with their noses down, evidently following the same chase that 
I was engaged in. Instead of sticking to the spoor, I now kept the 
pair in view until I lost sight of them ; but having again taken 
up the tracks of the wounded chikarah and advanced about two 
hundred yards or so, I suddenly, on rounding a corner, came upon 
the jackals worrying the unfortunate creature, which they had 
already much torn. On hearing my steps and looking up, they slunk 
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off sulkily, and baving retired about fifty yarda, sat down, as if not yet 
deepairing of obtaining a, share in the spoil. I was very nearly tempted 
to take a abot, but threw a stone at them instead, and they speedily 
disappeared. They evidently, from their lair among the nullahs, had 
seen the chikarah come past, and observed hia tottering steps ; or, still 
more likely, bad smelt his blood and followed him up. 

I have already alluded to the extraordinary speed of the black buck. 
The little chikarab, in proportion to hia size, is hardly less swift of 
foot; and, moreover, the rocky broken ground which he frequents 
favours hia escape from greyhounds, and makes it difficult, often im- 
possible, for the horseman to follow bim. 

I have never been stationed in our Northern Punjab, but have 
been informed that the natives in that part of the country are in the 
habit of hunting the ravine deer with dogs (often Persian greyhounds), 
assisted by a large kind of falcon. The latter so hinders the progress 
of the gazelle by striking it in the face with its wings and tnlons, 
and persisting in stooping at it, that the animal becomes perplexed, 
and makes.so many turns to avoid the one enemy, that at length he 
falls into the jaws of the other. Jerdon describes this mode of bant- 
ing as follows : ' The gazelle is occasionally hunted by dogs with the aid 
of the Saker falcon {Falco Ckerrug), which strikes the antelope on the 
head and confuses it, so that the dogs come up and catch it. Without 
this aid dogs have very little chance, though now and then I have known 
one pulled down.' 

Once only have I seen a ravine deer run down by a greyhound, and 
then the course was not a fair one. It happened thus. One evening 
during the rains at Jhanaie, in company with two friends, I started 
for a walk across country ; one of my companions had a Bne English 
greyhound following him. We had proceeded only a abort distance 
when our attention was drawn to a female chikarah coming towards 
us at a rapid pace. As she passed, I remarked to my friends that, by 
her distressed appearance, I was certain she had been recently hunted. 
Presently our greyhound caught sight of her and gave chase. We 
followed as fast as we could run, and after two or three doubles the 
hound pulled her down. While we were examining the game, a remark- 
ably fine old doe, with an extra long pair of h(»rr8, tb.ree dogs came in 
sight, and, hunting by scent, approached ua with their tongues banging 
'out of their mouths; they also had evidently had a long run. In 
another five minutes a man dressed in white, also running, came in 
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Bigbt^ followed by two others. We called out to them, and the men, 
three British soldiers, told us that' when looking fur hares on the 
sides of a range of hills fnlly three miles off, they had put op the 
chikarah, and that their dogs had gone after her. They were pleased 
enough when we made orer to them the old doe, and, slinging her on 
to a pole, made their way in the direction of the barracks. 

The chikarah is as easily tamed as the common antelope ; they are 
favonritd pets, and become strongly attached to those who rear and 
feed them. I have seen tame ones driven oat with a herd of goats 
to graze, and never attempt to make their escape. It is not at all 
unusual to find the wild gazelles feeding close to, sometimes almost 
mingling with, herds of goats, when the latter have been driven out to 
pasture. Native shikaries use the horn of a buck chikarah to hold their 
precious supply of gunpowder, with a simple cork at the mouth of the 
bom, and slung round the neck. 

I once shot a fine female ravine deer, with a splendid pair of 
horns, the unusual length of which has already been mentioned. Poor 
thing! her fine boms were the cause of her destruction. I had been 
out all day shooting near a place called Bubeena, in the Jbansie dis- 
trict, and was returning late in the evening, when, within half a 
mile of the end of my journey, and nearly dark, the alarm hiss of a 
chikarah drew my attention. On looking np to my right, I could see, 
clear a^inst the sky, still lightened where the sun bad set, what I 
thought was a buck chikarah, for it had a longish pair of borus. I 
fired, the animal dropped dead, with a rather lucky shot through 
the throat, and on going np I fonnd that I had killed a very old doe, 
with the remarkable pair of boms which I yet retain. 

The chikarah, as also the common antelope and nil-gai, all the tribe 
in fact, have the habitof leaving their dung in certain spota. I cannot 
explain the i-eason of this. The rutting season is towards the end of the 
cold weather, and the female drops her young about April, I think. 
Like all antelopes, the eyesight of the chikarah is very acute, and -the 
animal is perpetually on the watch against danger. It, however, 
appears to be gifted with only a moderate sense of hearing, and still 
less so of smell. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 
THE FOUB-HORXED ANTEIXJPE {Tetraeeroi Quadi-icontu). 



Its wry step and glorious eye 
May glance Id tameless tranBport b 



This |>eculiar little animal, the most remarkable among oor Indian 
antelopes, is by no means common. I have seen it occasionally, but in 
small nambers, in the Lullutpore jungles, where I managed to shoot 
four fine bucks ; I have also observed it near Dinaro and in one or two 
other places in the Jhansie district, also on the banks of the Scinde 
river in Gwalior ; I again met with it in Philibheet. It also inhabits 
the low hills and valleys of the Sewaltk, but never ascends the Himalayas. 
I was very anxious to procure a specimen from the latter district, for 
— whether fancy or not, I am unable to say — it struck me that the colour 
of the animal in Rohilkand and the Dhoon differed from that of those 
1 had met with in Gwalior ; it was more of a yellowish tint. I was, 
however, unsuccessful in my attempts to procure one. Those I shot in 
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Bundelkund were of a light grey or brown, and as nearly the size of the 
chikarah as possible. 

One day I brought in a buck of each species, and on comparing 
them we found the measurements were within a trifle of being the same. 
' The chousingha,' as the natives call the four-homed deer — weighed 
slightly heavier than the gazelle. The body was rather thicker, and 
the legs shorter, both measured about the same from the nose to 
the root of horns, taking the front or smaller pair of the four-horned 
variety, viz. four-and-a-half inches. The second and longer pair of 
home were two iDchea farther back, almost on the crown of the head, 
smooth, black, and sharp-pointed. The foremost horns of the best 
specimen I procured were an inch and a half in length, and situated 
almost between the eyes ; the hindermost three and a third inches ; but 
these measurements, I believe, are above an average length. Only the 
male haa horns. 

The face of the four-homed antelope is uniform grey, without the 
dark markings on bridge of nose, or between the eye and comer of 
mouth, as in the chikarah, nor are the eyes of the former so prominent, 
beautiful, and soft as those of the latter. Moreover, the ears are some- 
what shorter, and the tail considerably so ; the latter is of a red colour. 
In length the animal measures about three feet, and rather less than two 
feet in height. The whole' shape oftlie head of the four-horned antelope 
much resembles that of the gooral (Himalayan chamois), except that the 
forehead of the former projects in an oval form, somewhat resembling 
that of a sheep. The hair is much longer and coarser than that of the 
chikarah or black buck, there is less white on the under part of the' 
body, and the animal is altogether less elegant in form than the gene- 
rality of antelopes. 

The four-homed antelope when hopping along the side of a hill, 
has often reminded me very forcibly of the gooral ; when put up it 
makes a dash forward till concealed by the cover, halts a moment to 
listen, then again runs forward. We came across it generally in the 
hot weather, when beating for samber on the dried-np, rocky, high 
grounds of Lullutpore, where covered with low hushes and thicket, with 
here and there clumps of grass. I saw never more than four together, 
and, generally speaking, only a pair. 

The animal haa a habit when running of holding its bead low, 
like the parah and kakur, and the pace at starting is like that of the 
musk deer, not a trot, but a bounding leap, and seldom very fast. When 
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lyiiig in wait over pools of water, I seldom Baw this animal come to 
drink ; we often found it in the hot weather on the bumt-up arid flats, 
far distant from water. The four-homed deer has been called chikarah 
hj several writers, but this is an undoubted .mistake. The females, I 
have noticed, are more numerous than the males. It is called ' Bher ' 
as well as ' Cbousingha ' in some parts by natives. The call of the 
animal is a quick, short snort, something like that of the chikarah, but 
at the same time easily distinguishahle from the alarm hiss of the 
latter. 
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CHAPTER XXYI. 

THE SURROW, OR FOREST GOAT {Nemorhadat bubaHna). 



Far from the hunter's rage secure thoy lie, 

Close in the roek, not fated yet to die. — The Iliad. 



DEscRipnoN. 



A powerful, though somewhat awkwardly built, animal. 

Extreme length. — About 6 feet; sometimes a few iocbeg more. 

Height. — 3 to 3^ feet. 

Homt.^-'SAAck, tinged at the base, emooth above, taper to a sharp point, and cun'e 
backwards from near the crest of the head. The horaa in character much resemble those 
of goor&l, but are stouter and altogether larger. Average length about or 10 inches. 
The finest pair that I have eeen reached 13} inches. Both sexes have homa much alike 
in appearance. 

Zt'ffiit.— Very stout and muscular. 

Feet. — Large. 

Toi^.-— Short, and rather bushy. 

Colour. — Varies considerably ; some reddish-brown, others more of a greyish tint. 
Head, rather coarse, dark on the top ; chin while ; ears rather large and open, white 
inside. A coarse bristly mane of dark hair runs down the neck, and a dark stripe down 
centre of back. Lower parts whitish. 

The female is of a paler tint than the male, and not quite so stoutly formed ; but the 
sexes are so very similar in general appearance, that it is almost impossible to distinguish 
them, even at a very moderate distance. 

This extraordinary apecies of motintain antelope, though much aoughfc 
after by English sporteraeo, and still more so by native shikaries, is yet 
tolerably abundant in the middle and lower ranges of the Himalayas, 
from Cashmere to Nepaul, and probably still further to the eastward. 
I did not Once come acroas or see traces of the animal in the Bhootan 
hills, though gerow and kalcur were plentiful, nor so far as Jnmaware 
does it inhabit the Cosayah or Jynteah ranges. 
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The su?row seldom ascends mountains of great elevation, but 
prefers those of a naedium altitude. I have rarely met with it on 
ranges exceeding 10,000 feet in height. On the other hand it does not, 
as far AS I have observed it, descend to the very lowest bluffs and spurs, 
and never inhabits the Terai, or forests at the base of the hills. 

With the exception, perhaps, of the little musk deer, the surrow is 
the most solitary of all Himalayan large game. I have seldom even 
seen a pair at one time ; and once only, daring my many wanderings, 
three together. This happened near Mussoorie in 1869. I was returning 
late one evening, when a rolling stone on the opposite side of the valley 
I was descending arrested my attention, and, on looking across, I saw 
three sorrows, two old animals and one young one, standing in a group 
and eyeing onr movements from the edge of a patch of thicket, from 
which they, doubtless, had just before come out to graze ; unfortunately 
they were out of shot, and though I searched everywhere, for them the 
following morning, I could not discover their retreat. 

Occasionally a surrow is shot by an English sportsman, but owing 
to the extreme vigilance and cunning of the animal, and its invariable 
habit of remaining hidden throughout the day in almost inaccessible 
spots, and amidst the densest cover, few, comparatively speaking, are 
brought to bag. 

It is an animal exceedingly tenacious of life. I have known a surrow 
severely wounded in two places baffle its pursuers and make good it£ 
escape. It frequents very steep, rocky slopes, where the cover is thick, 
especially in the neighbourhood of landslips. It has been described by 
Adams as a ' stupid animal,' but such is not my experience : on the 
contrary, I have always found the creature wary in the extreme, difficult 
to approach, and seldom found on open ground, with the chance of a 
clear shot ; but, generally speaking, standing in some deep ravine, on 
the side of the mountains, in the midst of a mass of Bingall bamboos, 
or some similar thicket, where it was impossible to approach him un- 
heard ; and just as you are in tlie very thickest part of the cover, a 
shrill, snorting kind of whistle, followed by a crash, and clattering of 
stones, tells yon that be is off. This has happened to me I might say 
dozens of times. 

Late one evening in October 1863, just as it was getting dark, and 
my tent yet several miles below, I was descending the side of a steep 
khud, in a pelting torrent of rain, sliding and slipping at every step, 
when I was suddenly startled by the shrill alarm note of a surrow, 
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apparently quite close to me. The whistle was repeated a second time, 
but the thicket was so dentie I could see nothing. At last, after 
straining my ejes for some time, I made out the head and neck of 
the brute, glowering at me through the bushes. Aiming ahout a foot 
lower for his shoulder, I drew the trigger of my old two-groove, 
but the cap snapped, and to my disgnst the same thing happened with 
the left barrel; still the animal never moved. Hastily pricking the 
nipples with a coarse needle, which one of my companions pulled out of 
his blanket and thrust into my hand, I had just got fresh caps on, when 
the patience of the surrow was exhausted, and away he bolted down 
the hill. 

In some parts of Kumaon the natives erroneously call this animal 
* Thar.* I only once attempted dining off a piece of surrow, and the 
experiment was never again repeated, for the meat- was. tough and 
strong-flavonred. Of late years another variety has been discovered near 
the sources of the Burhampooter. Jerdon names it ' The Takin,' and 
remarks, ' It has something of the aspect of the gnu of Africa.' I regret 
to say that I have never seen it, not even the skin or horns, and conse- 
quently am nnable to furnish any information as to its ways and habits. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 
THE GOORAL, oe HIMALAYAN CHAMOIS {XefnorhadM Gortil). 



And vou, ye crags, ujMin whose extreme edge ' 
I stand, tind on the toneot a brink beneath 
Behold the toll pines dwindled as to sbrubs 
In dizziness of distance. — DrRoif. 



DBscsimoif. 



The Himalajan chamois diSers considerably, both in appeatance and habit, from the 
ammal inhabiting the mount^s of Albania and Western Europe. It is rather larger, more 
goat-like in aspect, not so elegantly formed, and is not bo gregarious ae the European 
chamois. MoreoTer, the horns, instead of projecting forward almost at right angles to the 
frontal bone, and terminating in a hoali (aa ia tlie case with Antilope rujncapra), slope 
back from the crcat of tbe forebead in a gradual, curve ; the tips are almoet stiaight. 

Extreme Length. — From 4J to 4J feet. 

Height. — About 2 J feet ; occasionally a' few inches more. 
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Horn*. — From to inched in length. Black, round, ringed nt the base, smooth 
and polished above, and gracefuUj' ciirving backwards from the crest of the forehead ; the 
points very sharp. 

£ye«.~Hazel. 

.£ar(.— Rather pointed and erect, brown eiternally, white isNde. 

Limbt. — Thick and muscular. 

Feel. — Large. 

TVn'J.— Short. 

Oena-al CWour.— Above, deep rastj brovhi, dotted with black; darker down the back 
of neck and centre of back ; lighter altogether below. Upper part of throat white. 
The coat in the winter months is long and rough ; the hair longer at the back of the 

The female much reeembles the male in. colour and general appearance, no much so 
that the aeies are undistinguishable one from the other, even at a short distance. The 
coat of the female is, however, of a slightly pa'er shade, and her horns are not, generally 
speaking, so thick at the base as those of the male. I have often seen « female gooral 
with two kids. 

ExGBPTmo perhaps the kakur, the gooral is the commonest and best 
known of any of our Himalayan quadrupeds, frequenting the grassy slopes 
and stony ridges of the lower ranges from as low as 2,000 feet np to an 
elevation of 10,000 feet. I once saw one in the Neti valley, still higher. 
The gooral may generally be found grazing in the morning and 
towards evening on steep hills, often under pine trees ; there are generally 
one or two together, thongh I once counted seven in two groups on 
one hill side within a space of perhaps six or seven acres. The nature 
of the ground on which the animals are found often makes the pursuit 
of them a dangerous sport. When much hunted and bullied they resort 
to the sides of steep precipices, where they are unapproachable ; and at 
times the hunter, if he means to get a shot at all, must walk gooral 
paths, to follow which, to anyone but a practised cragsman, is not only 
trying to the head and nerves, but hazardous in the extreme ; and often 
a single slip of the foot would precipitate him down handreds of feet on 
to the rocks below. OccEisionally these grassy slopes are covered with the 
fine needle-shaped leaves dropped from the tir-tree, which makes the 
walking still more difficult and dangerous. To anyone with a tolerable 
head and sure foot, however, it is a charming sport, and I myself am 
never tired of a ramble after gooral. To be successful, the sportsman 
must be a steady rifle shot, and at first should not he discouraged at 
frequently missing fair chances ; for it is difficult without practice to 
judge distances with accuracy, especially across valleys, with perhaps 
a fog rolling up between you and the object. It is a pity to fire at one 
of these animals unless it is in such a position that, if dropped by^bol- 
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let, tLe body will remain where it bas fallen ; for if once it begins to 
roll down hill, gaining velocity at each turn, it will probably not be 
recovered till quite spoilt and uuelees. I have known them lost alto- 
gether, in this manner, by rolling down into some cleft where no human 
being could follow. 

During the day, if wa.rui with a powerful aun, the animal lies down 
on some flat stone in the shade of overhanging rocks or bushes, perhaps 
imder the stem of an old oak, from whence he can view the country 
around. When reclining motionless in the manner I have described, 
it is often most difficult to make out the creature. The sportsman 
should generally get above the ^fround he intends hunting, and every 
now and then descend and examine the slopes beneath : it is useless 
attempting to stalk from below, for the animal will be almost certain 
to discover him long before he gets within rifle shot, and with a ' hiss ' 
of alarm make off. I have sometimes got a shot by copying this alarm 
note. Once I remember, after carefully examining the side of a hill, 
above which myself and two hill-raen were 8eat«d, without being able 
to find a gooral, one of the men, as we were about to leave, made a sharp 
' hiss,' very like that of the real animal, and immediately, from within 
fifty yards of us, a fine gooral sprang np. He had been hidden from our 
view by a large projecting crag. Before I could fire a shot, he was off, 
and we did not see him again till far below out of range. 

I am not aware of an English sportsman ever having lost his life 
when following the chase of the gooral or thar — the latter a still more 
dangerous sport — though it is not uncommon to hear of native sbika- 
ries being killed by missing their footing when after these animals. 
I can call to mind three fatal accidents of the kind, and this seems 
remarkable, for as a rule the hill-mon are wonderfully sure-footed and 
cautious. 

The gooral not unfrequeutly falls a prey to the hill leopard, and 
yoong chamois are often pounced upon when feeding unsuspecting of 
danger, and carried off by the bearded vulture or lammergeyer. 

A fi-iend, when shooting over the Budraj-hill, near Mussoorie, in 
company with a well-known shikary, named Seebhoo, had his attention 
attracted by the cries of some animal in distress, and, on looking in the 
direction from whence the sound came, he saw a lammergeyer in the 
act of rising in the air, with a young gooral firmly grasped in its talons. 
He watched the ruthless bird of prey, as it soared across a deep valley, 
until it finally disappeared among some trees on the opposite side, 
where, doubtless, it bad young ones waiting for their food. 
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CHAPTER xsvnr. 

THE THAK, OR TEIIB, OR HIMALAYAN WILD GOAT (iremilri^ui Jimlaieui). 



Debceiption. 



Extreme Zength. — About 6 feet, more or less. 

JIeiffM.-~3i to 3i feet. 

J7om«.— Triangular, and meeting at the base, where thej measure or 10 inches in 
circumference, rising erect from the summit of the forehead, and at the same time gradu- 
ally diverging. Thej curve gxacefullj bock, and terminate in a kind of hook about 
7 inches apart. The tips of the boms are smooth, round, and sharp. Average length of 
hornn, from 10 to 13 inches. I have measured a very fine pair, which reached 13J iuchea. 
The boms of old males are generally much wrinkled and rough at the base. 

Limbt. — Thick and muscular. 

Ftet. — Large. « 
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Tail— 'Rather short. 

Colour. — During the winter months the mala has a long shapgy coat of coarse hair 
nith a wavy Qaxen mane, fatling over the neck and upper part of the shoulders. General 
colour of body :— Ver^ dark greyiah brown ; darker over hind quarters ; legs still darker ; 
belly lighter ; face almost black ; eara rather small, of a blackish tint ; tip of tail black. 
Altogether wanting a beard, which is remarkable, as I believe the beard to be one of tho 
chaiacteiistics of the goat tribe. The male thar has that strong unpleasant odour peculiar 
to goats. 

The female is altogether a smaller and leas striking animal in appearance; coat nowhere 
sha^y, and of a drab tint ; belly, dingy white ; boms of the same shape as those of the 
mate, but altogether smaller. 

This splendid wild goat ia common throughout the Himala-yas, in- 
habiting the central ranges, but not usually frequeatiDg such high ground 
as the burhel. It is more numerous and widely spread than the wild 
sheep, and is generally found on the steep sides of precipices and 
inaccessible mountains, where to follow it is perilous in the extreme, 
and often altogether impossible. In fact, I look npon the pursait 
of hunting the thar as the most dangerous of all hill sports. The herd is 
frequently unapproachable for a time, and the sportsman is compelled 
to wait for hours, in hopes that they may feed on to less difficult ground, 
where ihe attempt to descend and get within ri6e-fihot may be feasible. 
The sport in many parts of our Himalayan range is qniteas hazard- 
ous as rollowing the chamois among the mountains of Switzeriand and 
Albania. It requires a good head and a firm foot to follow unhesita- 
tingly these wild goats in their native haunts ; but to a sportsman 
endowed with a moderate share of the above qualities — and that is all 
that I could ever boast of possessing — it is a charming occupation ; and 
in my opinion hunting thar, barbel, and other really wild creatures 
among the tops of our hiUs, is a sport second to none. Not only is tho 
chase fascinating in the extreme, bpt nowhere in the world, except in 
these high regions, will the hunter or traveller meet with such magnifi- 
cent views. They are far beyond my powers of description, especially 
in clear frosty weather, when the snowy range is surpassingly beantifiil ; 
the climate is then glorious, the air pure and exhilarating, the sky a 
deep blue without a cloud, and as a background shows off to perfection 
the dazzling white peaks of mighty Nunda Devi, and Dewalagiri, 

Whose head in wintiy grandtur towers 
And whitens with eternal sleet, 

nearly 9,000 feet higher than the loftiest summit in Europe. There was 
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something 80 incomparably grand and awe-inspiring about these eupevb 
snow mountains, that I never tired of gazing at them. 

T first shot the thar in 18ti3, on my way back from Thibet, at a 
place called Neelap, opposite to Tappobnnd, in the Neti valley. On 
this occasion I succeeded in bringing down two, one of these a splendid 
old male, figuring at the head of the chapter. Again, in 1864, I was 
successful in Upper GurwbaJ, near a place called Beti. Jn 1868 I 
hunted on a range of mountains called Luggun, also in the above pro- 
vince, and again visited Neelap. That year I shot eight altogether, 
which was good sport; and in 18691 bagged six more over the same 
ground, among them three fine males. In the latter locality, which 
is within twelve or fifteen miles of a large village and camping ground 
called Kamnee, thar were very plentiful ; mostly, females and young, 
though old males were also to be found on the highest crags. I have, 
in a single day, seen upwards of a hundred females, young males, and 
kids on these hills, and if I had chosen, could have shot many, as the 
ground was first-class for stalking, and less difficult for walking than I 
have met with anywhere in our hill rAnges. 

An old male thar, of noble mien, with flowing mane and shaggy coat, 
is a grand prize to any sportsman. These patriarchs, for the greater 
part of the year, remain separate from the females, and graze on 
much higher ground. Old males are generally found in small herds, 
but not unfi'eqnently a very old fellow, as with many wild animals, is 
quite by himself. I once saw a large herd, all old males, numbering 
twenty-seven : this was at Neelap, on my first expedition to our 
Himalayas. They were on the opposite side of a deep gorge from 
where I was, and unluckily too far off for a shot, and the whole herd 
ascended in single file in the most tantalising manner up a very steep 
precipice directly opposite to the spot from whence I waa watching them. 
It was a fine and rare sight, for old males seldom congregate in such 
large numbers. 

The tops of our middle ranges, from 7,000 to- 13,000 feet, which 
thar usually frequent, are, generally speaking, bare of forest, but broken 
up into numerous rocky ravines, nullahs, and narrow glens, sloping down 
to the brink of stupendous heights and precipices. On the banks of these 
ravines many descriptions of coarse herbs, wild rhubarb, mixed up with 
long rank grass and vegetation, Hourieh ; and here the early sportsman 
will find the thar feeding. 

As with hunting the burhel, gerow, bears — all our hill animals, in 
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&ct — the sportamaji who hopes to be successful at shooting thar must 
he up and off before the son. The animals in the early morning are 
occupied feeding on ground comparatively easy for walking, and can 
generally be stalked at that time of day with much less difficulty 
than a few hours later. When the sun gets warm they gradually 
descend by narrow paths the faces of precipitous cliffa and steeps, 
and lie down in eaves under shelving rocks or trees in perfect safety. 
The mode generally practised by sportsmen when hunting the thar, aud 
hy far the surest method to lead to success is, first of all, to get above 
tlie ground where the animals are expected to be found grazing ; then let 
him gradually descend cautiously, and examine each ravine' and rocky 
corrie, every out-of-the-way nook and comer, till presently, if luck 
attends him, he comes across the object of his search. Before taking his 
shot the sportsman should he careful that the animal he aims at will 
not, if struck with a bullet, roll down a precipice and be spoilt or lost, 
for the thar frequent very much steeper rocks and clifis than the 
Himalayan chamois. 1 have seen a thar fall and roll for upwards 
of 1,000 feet till brought up by a clump of trees, and naturally the 
body was then worthless, the horns broken and skin destroyed, the 
carcase having been literally dashed to pieces. 

Generally speaking, the sportsman will he able to convey a small 
tent high enough up to reach his hunting-ground in the early morn- 
ing i sometimes, however, this is impossible, and I have often on these 
expeditions had to take up my quarters in a goat-shed or in some cave, 
protected from the wind at the entrance by bushes and houghs. These 
are not pleasant quarters, especially when recently vacated by the sheep 
and goats. Occasionally the herdsmen themselves may be on the 
uplands in charge of the village flocks ; and these poor fellows, gene- 
rally speaking, are a civil, obliging class, only too glad to assist a sports- 
man and rig up quarters for him inside the walled inclosure where the 
herds are collected, and shut in at night for protection against wild 
beasts ; and, moreover, for a few pence, they will provide him with a 
bowl of fresh milk morning and evening — no slight boon to a thirsty 
and wearied hunter on returning from the bills. 

At night when sitting I'ound the log fire, as is usually the custom 
before turning in — and I have spent many a pleasant evening in this 
manner — the hunter will probably, by questioning the shepherds, glean 
some valuable information regarding the wild animals in the neighbour- 
hood, where and at what time in the day they feed, how they may be 



dbyGoogle 



822 TEE GAME OF BENGAL. 

got at, aud so on. The shepherds themselves are often willing enough 
to accompany him next morning as guides and show the game. Thar 
and burhel get quite accustomed to tamn goats and sheep, from con- 
stantly meeting with them, and unless hunted by dogs or fired at, may 
he seen feeding within a few hundred yards of the flocks and herds. 

If the bnnter means to he successful in shooting thar, he must not 
shrink from crossing over rather dangerous places now and then, 
though at the same • time, if he cannot trust his head, it is foolish 
to risk his life to slay after all but a poor goat. One thing may he 
safely said, however, if his companions, probably a couple of men from 
the nearest village, or perhaps herdsmen, perceive that he trips and 
stumbles, or hesitates to cross dangerous places, they will never take 
him to ground which they think he is unable or unfit to walk over in 
safety, however many thar there may be, for fear of an accident, and , 
getting themselves into a scrape. Some of our English' sportsmen 
reach perfection in walking dangerous ground, and I have known one 
or two who would cross over such perilous ledges that their shikaries 
dared not follow them. 

If unaccustomed to walking the aide of a mountain in a dangerous 
part, the hunter Ehould beware of running water below, for nothing is 
so liable as this to turn the head. Once, on the banks of the Pindur, 
I had imprudently followed a gooral along a path often less than a 
foot wide, and on tlie side of an exceedingly steep cliff almost over- 
hanging the river. I was notTery well at the time, and the foaming 
torrent below so affected my head, and made me feel so giddy, that 
I had to halt and turn my face to the rocky side of the precipice and 
collect my thoughts, before resuming my perilous journey. I once fell, 
by a piece of turf giving way, a distance of twenty feet, and luckily 
clutched hold of a bnsh, or might have gone down much farther ; as it 
was I was badly bruised, and could hardly move for a fortnight. 

An alpenstock about six feet long, slightly springy, and shod with 
a strong ir6n point at one end and rounded off at the other, is of great 
assistance for keeping the balance, and is also useful for either ascend- 
ing or descending. It is coming down a very steep slope that is so 
dangerous. I have often climbed with tolerable ease np the side of a 
mountain in the morning, and yet when returning later in the day 
by the very same course have met with considerable difficulty. In 
walking take short steps, and try always to keep the balance on the 
hindmost foot, so that should a piece of turf or a loose stone give way 
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witH the other foot, you can recover yourself immediately. Never get 
into the hahit of jumping in your walk, and where you suspect the 
ground to he rotten, try it well with your foot before trusting your full 
weight on it. Grass shoes are excellent inventions for walking upon 
slippery rock, and your men will he able to procure or make you a pair. 
In crossing dangerous places, take your shoes and stockings off if jou 
feel nervous : there is nothing like hare feet to give one confidence, 
and though the rocks will feel sharp at first, you will soon get accus- 
tomed to it. Be careful when you come to a landslip which it is 
necessary to cross; some of these are highly dangerous, just a mass 
of stones and earth so balanced that the weight of a man's foot will 
set the whole side of the hill in motion, and likely enough bring some 
huge stones whizzing down from above. I have several times had 
this occur, and most hazardous it is. 

Thar frequent ranges of mountains exposed for months together 
to the full brunt of the monsoon, and consequently the. very best 
gronnd from June to September is under a more or leas heavy down- 
pour of rain ; worse still, the hills and valleys alike are enveloped 
in thick dense fog. It is simply impossible to carry on the sport 
under such circumstances; and, speaking from experience, I would 
strongly, recommend no one to attempt it. In the first place it is 
miserable work to be out in a small tent exposed to a perpetual torrent 
of rain ; everything gets damp and uncomfortable ; your guns, in spite 
of daily rubbing up, get coated with rust ; you yourself are never dry. 
The walking on the sides of the hills is abominable, not to say danger- 
ous. Perhaps the heavy clouds may lifl for an hour or two in the 
forenoon, enabling you to get out for a while ; a herd of thar is then 
sighted, and you are carefully approaching them, full of hope and 
excitement, when suddenly a vile black cloud rolls up the valley, 
enveloping you in an instant, and shutting out from your gaze the 
objects of your heart's desire ; down comes the rain, and you return 
home disgusted. 

The above is no exaggerated picture, but what I have experienced 
over and over again. I have sat for hours shivering under a dripping 
rock in the vain hope of the clouds breaking and once more permitting 
me to take the field, till the increasing darkness has warned me that 
night was coming on, and that it was time to return to my tent. But 
enough of this ; I think I have said sufficient to dissuade the keenest 
of sportsmen from attempting the chase of the thar during the rains. 
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I prefer the autumn to other seasons of the year, though doubtless 
a larger bag mfiy be made in the summer months ; but the coats of the 
animals at this latter period are worthless, and the females are with 
young. In September the weather gradually changes for the better, 
and October is a glorious month, the best of all for this sport. The 
weather during that month and November is delightfully crisp and 
frosty, and as the snow falls the thar are driven lower down, and may 
be found on less inaccessible ground than earlier in the season. 

Always give up shooting in sufficient time to reach your tent 
before the shades of night overtake you. I learnt a lesson in 1868 which 
I shall never forget, and took care afterwards to leave off the chase in 
plenty of time before the snn got too low. One day, in company with 
two pahariea, I took the field at daylight ; and a^ it was the last day 
we intended remaining in that particular place, one of my men carried 
my shot-gun, to procure some moonal pheasants, which I had observed 
feeding on previous expeditions, but did not fire at, for fear of alarming 
thar or other big game. Within half an hour of starting, I flushed five 
pheasants from a small ravine and dropped an old cock, which I stowed 
away carefully at the bottom of a bag ; it was a good bird for stuffing, 
only slightly knocked about, and in capital plumage. , After that we 
had very bad luck ; there was plenty of game, but bo wild that it was 
in vain we attempted to get,within rifle-shot, and more than once the 
thar perceived us before we saw them. We wandered farther and 
farther, but all was of no use. I fired two shots later in the day, and 
certainly should have killed, but I only wounded a young male thar, and 
he escaped. In fact, do what we would, it was one of those days when 
dame Fortune would not favour us, and all our endeavours to meet with 
success were frustrated, so at last we gave it up with a sigh, and 
silently bent our steps homewards. And then for the first time I 
noticed that the sun had almost set, and darkness soon came on. My 
tent, still far below, appeared like a white spot in the distance. On 
we hurried, but it soon became difficult to continue our descent ; and 
at last, on coming to a place really dangerous even in broad daylight, 
it was impossible to proceed farther, for night had set in. What was 
to be done i* There was no moon, and a cutting cold wind blew along 
the face of the mountain. We had had nothing to eat for many hours 
except some stalks of wild rhubarb, which my companions had peeled 
for me, and we were tired out with the day's toil. However, there was ' 
nothing to be done but to make the best of it. With much difficulty 
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vre retraced oar steps for a short distance, and groped onr way to 
where we hod observed a hollow in the cliff with a slab of ororhanging 
rock; on this bleak spot we were compelled to pass the night. I 
had three or four fusees in my pocket, and having collected some 
dry sticks, grass, &c., we managed with these to light a miserable 
attempt at a fire. One of the men good-natnredly took off his 
blanket and hung it on obe side of the cave to keep the wind off me. 
Suddenly I remembered the moonol pheasant, and out we pnlled him, 
an old cock bird, and doubtless as tough as leather, but that could not 
be helped ; his beautiful coat, that had been intended for preserving 
and adorning a lady's hat, was ruthlessly torn off; with my hunt- 
ing-knife I carved the bird, dividing him equally into three shares : ^ 
we frizzled the flesh in the hot ashes, fixing small pieces on to the 
end of pointed sticks, and soon nothing was left but the bones. Aft«r 
that, we lay down side by side to keep one another warm ; my com- 
panions, accustomed to rough quarters, soon slumbered, but there was 
little sleep for me. The rocks were aa hard as iron, and the cold 
something fearful. During the night a herd of tliar, on their way 
to drink, came clattering down the side of the mountain, sending 
stones and earth crashing below. At length morning dawned; we 
were stiff with the cold, and covered with frost. We reached camp 
in another hour, and a tin of hot soup somewhat revived me, but I felt 
the effects of that terrible night on the hill-side for weeks after. 

Thar, on viewing an enemy, whether biped or quadruped, make a 
loud sharp whistle, which may be heard a long distance off. This 
alaim-Dote in sound is different, and eaaily to be distinguished from 
the whistle of the burhel, used on like occasions. 

I i-emember once witnessing, in fear and trembling, a dangerous 
encounter of one of my followers with a wounded thar, on the very brink 
of a fearful precipice. It happened thus. I had severely wounded a fine 
animal, which, after rolling down a slope some distance, had again re- 
covered its legs, and, following a narrow ledge on the face of some steep 
rocks, had entered a cave or hollow quite concealed from view. This was 
most annoying and tantalising, especially as for upwards of a week we 
had met with a course of bad luck. I first attempted to follow the path 
which the animal had taken, but at length reached a projecting comer 
overlooking sach a dizzy height that I could proceed no farther ; ' ghabra 
gya,' i.e. I became confused, as my men expressed it. It was almost as 
diEGcult to turn round and retrace my steps, but at length I succeeded 
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in doing so, and joined my companions, only to be laughed at. One of 
them, a shaggy-headed, wild-looking paharie, offered to venture on a 
closer reconnaissance if I would lend him my iron-ahod stock. This I 
readily agreed to, but ui^ed him to take my rifle instead ; he, however, 
preferred the pole. In a few minutes the clerer fellow, as active as a 
monkey and sure-footed as a goat, rounded with ease the spot where 
I had been discomfited, and presently approached the place where 
we had last seen the wounded thar. 

In another moment out came the shaggy old patriarch, and to my 
horror, rushed, with his head down, straight towards his biped an- 
tagonist, and endeavoured to pass him. The path at the spot was 
luckily wide enough for the man to maintain his footing, and using 
his pole as a lever gainst the rock, he pushed the brute off him, 
and then, before the huge goat, badly hurt as it was, conld again 
assault him, or rather attempt to push past him, he brought the stock 
down with his whole force on to its horns ; this, coupled with its 
wounds, seemed to stupify the creature, and a second blow behind the 
ear sent him rolling down the precipice — a performance loudly applauded 
by the spectators, two in number. We afterwards recovered the car- 
case, with both horiia broken off and otherwise much injured. The 
marks of the animal's horns deeply indented my stock, and showed with 
what force the blow hod been given. This is the only instance I am 
acquainted with of a thar attempting to face a man. The hero of the 
adventure informed me that the pathway terminated altogether at the 
cave into which the wounded brute had retreated, and that to push by 
him was the only means of escape left, and that this was probably the 
cause of such an unlooked-for assault. 

The flesh of the thar, though eagerly devoured and considered deli- 
cate by natives, is coarse and strong-flavoured, and even whenayoung 
male had been shot I hardly ever conld touch it, unless hard pressed 
for meat. As with domestic goats, the male has a very powerful and 
ofTensive odour about him, which the hide retains long after being 
stretched and preserved. The leather made from the skin of old males 
is much valued by natives on account of its tough qualities. 

It is nothing uncommon, as with the burhel, to see an old female thar 
with two kids — in fact, nearly as often as with a single young one. 
Opportunities will sometimes occur in shooting thar when tiie sports- 
man may get several shots at close range, and ba^ two or three animals. 

I once caught a herd of nine, four young males and Ave females. 
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io suet a. position that they could only escape me by coming past 
within a few yards, or by ascending a very steep bill right opposite, offer- 
ing the very easiest of shots. The mouth of the gully in which they ' 
were feeding opened on to a precipice, down which even a thar could 
not descend. I had come across some wild rhubarb with the sap yet 
running from where the young shoots had been recently nipped. We 
followed the traces, apparent enough, and, within a hundred yards, came 
suddenly right on the herd in the position I have described. I bagged 
two males, and, had not my old muzzle-loader hung fire in one barrel, 
must have shot a third, for he came past not ten yards from where I 
was standing. A friend of mine, and a great hill sportsman in the 
highlands of Gurhwal, bagged five thar (if I remember rightly) under 
almost precisely similar circumstances, out of one herd. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE BURIIEL, OR BLUE WILD SHEEP (Obu yahura). 

Path or no path, what care they. — Worbswobth. 



Dbbcbipiioit ot a finb Mals shot in 1803, i 

Heighl.—3 feat within half an inch. 

Length. — Including t<ul, 5 feet 4 inches. 

Horn*. — 3 feet 1 inch in length, measuring round the curve, and alniost 13 inches in 
circumference at the haae. The home nearly meet in the centre of the he id, cune upwards 
and outwards at a modarate angle, and describe each almost a complete half circle. The 
points, which are blunt, sonietimas flat, finally curve inwards and to the rear (unlike the 
tipe of Ovu Ammim horns which point to the front) ; the tips in this particular specimen 
are 3 feet 2 inches apart. The age of the animal, I helieTe, is marked hy divisions (not 
wrinkles) on the horns, one division for each year's growth, and this head has twelve 
distinctly marked. The weight of the head is 10 lbs. 

The winter fleece, or rather coat of coarse h:iir, with which the animal is Aimished hy 
nature, is of an ashy or bluisb^ney colour, very much resembling the winter coat of the 
reindeer. Ahout June the hurbel drops this long coarse coot, which is then replaced by 
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K much dnrker, ahorter, &Dd more glossv covering. There is & black atrip e or baml running 
lengthwsya along each aide of the body, hlaclt, down (be front of the lege, aleo black on 
the chest. Abdomen white. Tail short, while, tipped with black. 

Linibi. — Ratber atoutlj built ; feet mther krge. 

No heard.' The female is smaller, colour much the same ns that of the male, but w^th 
fe^er black markings on the body ; boms small, seldom more than 7 or ti inches in length, 
6at, rising erect from the head : they curve outwards, and at the lips are about 8 inches 
apart The horns of both male and female (as ia the case with other wild species of sheep 
and deer) differ much in shape, thickness, and curve; hardly two pairs are ever found 
to be exactly aimilai. 

In some of the malea, especially young ones, the face is brownish grey ; in old rama 
often nearly black. 

Earl. — Moderately long and pointed. 

The burhel inhabits the highest ranges of onr Himalayas, and will he 
generally found feeding on the rich, grassy slopes in close proximity 
to and watered by the melting snow. Daring the summer months the 
animals frequent the very highest peaks and crags; but as winter comes 
on and snow falls, they are forced to descend for food, and may then 
be approached with much less difficulty and exertion. The domestic 
sheep ia well known to be one of the moat stupid amoag animals, and it 
has been rightly described as the simplest and silliest of all creatures ; 
but the hunter will soon discover that the burhel, ourial, ovis ammou, 
and other species of wild sheep, are, on the contmry, the most shy, 
cunning, and difficult to approach of all wild animals, excepting, 
perhaps, the markhor and ibex of Cashmere. Erer watchful and on 
the alert, they will take alarm even at the quirk of a marmot, the shrill 
scream of the snow-pheasant, a rolling pebble, or a passing shadow ; 
tho slightest sound draws the immediate attention of the sentinels 
posted to guard the herd. The hunter, in following the burhel, will 
find bis powers of enduring fatigue and his capabilities as a stalker 
tested to the utmost, and will succeed only by unflagging perseverance 
and a determination not to be beaten. 

I need hardly say that the first object ofthe stalker is to obtain sight 
of a herd without discovering himself. Having succeeded so far, the 

> Jerdon, when speaking of the ourial of the Punjab, Oni ct/cloeerot (an animal that I 
have ne\'er hunted or seen), among other remarks in the description of the male, aaya t ' A 
profuse black beard fromtbetbroat to thebreast, intermixed with some white bairarAScbing 
to the level of the knees.' Thia appe:kra 1^ be rather a remarkable fact ; for Linnieus, when 
giving the cbaracteristics of the genua Ovis, remarks ' no beard,' so the beard of the male 
ourial would Appear to be an unusual appendage. 
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next thing ia to approach within rifle shot, and if possible above the 
herd, and within close range. And with such wideawake, restless 
animals as ovis ammon and burhel, the gi-eatest care and caation is 
always necessary to be successful. Never be in a hurry on these 
occasions, or act without due consideration. Take note of the direction 
of the wind, and scrutinise carefully with your glasses the ground in 
the vicinity of the herd. Perhaps the animals are feeding slowly in a 
certain direction, and hy making a rapid detour you may be able to 
head them, lie in wait, and obtain an easy chance at close range ; or, 
may be, by waiting patiently till the herd has fed on to more uneven 
ground, you may, by taking advantage of a ridge, a low ravine, a mass 
of rocks, or clump of bushes, be able to follow close in rear unper- 
ceived, and at length get a shot under favourable circumstances. 
Sometimes an approach for the time being is altogetlier impracticable ; 
but nearly always the hunter, by a little patience and perseveraTice, 
will at length be able to decide on some feasible plan for out-manoeuvring 
the quarry. At any rate nothing is gained by acting hastily or rashly, 
and without due thought in the first instance ; whereas, by patiently 
adhering to certain rules, always making the best of his chancer, 
and last, though by no means least, using tolerably straight powder, 
the sportsman's efforts will sooner or later meet with the success they 
deserve. 

One of the favourite resorts of the burhel during the summer 
months is on the grassy slopes of the Thibet valleys ; far away from 
any habitation, and in such out-of-the-way regions, the sportsman 
has often to depend entirely on his own rifle and gun to fill the larder 
and to provide flesh sufficient for himself and followers. I never, when 
beyond the Snowy Range, was altogether starved out, though more 
than once obliged to put up with short commons. On one occasion 
I was reduced to live on snow-pigeons and the scrapings of an old ■ 
ham-bone for four days in succession, when fortune once more smiled 
on our eflforts, and the evening of the fifth saw us returning in triumph 
with two fine burhel. One thing is very certain : shooting in tlie 
Himalayas is at all times hard work, and good food is absolutely 
necessary to keep the hunter up to the mark, and to enable him 
to bear fatigue with impunity. But I am wandering from my 
subject. 

The burhel is gregarious. I can hardly remember ever once coming 
across a solitary one, and they often congregate in large herds of forty 
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and fifty. T once counted in Thibet upwards of sixty together, inoatly 
females and young, but including eight or ten young males. 1 some- 
times met with flocks of both sexes mixed together; at others, small 
herds of old rams high up by themselves ; but I am of opinion that the 
males and females remain together in one herd for a longer time than 
is the case with the thsr. They feed early in the morning, and that 
is the time to be up and after them. 

During the day, especially if there is a nold wind blowing— which, 
by the bye, is nothing unusual in Thibet — the animals retire be- 
hind some rocky cliflF, where they can repose in the sun, but still 
with an eye all round to guard against surprise. Here they remain 
chewing the cud till the sun begins to get low, when they once 
more visit the pastures. Where much hunted and shot at, tie wild 
sheep will, naturally, almost invariably be found watchful and on the 
look-out against danger, and only feeding or reclining on spots where 
their instinct tells them that they are safe from their enemies, 
and that nothing can approach without discovery. On the other 
hand, in out-of-the-way places, little frequented by sportsmen, the 
animals will occasionally be discovered feeding or lying down during 
the day-time on the banks of ravines or slopes of broad nullahs — some- 
times directly under and within easy gunshot from the brow above — of 
a cliff, or ridge of rocks, or reclining in the vicinity of such broken 
ground that the stalker can make his approach with tolerable ease 
and get one or more shots. I say that occasionally this may occur, 
and when such a chance does happen, let the sportsman be deliberate 
and make the most of it. If he manages to get within close range 
without being discovered, do not let him be in a hurry to take his 
shot, but look well round for the best ram in the flock ; he likely 
enough may be lying apart from the rest, and at first have escaped 
notice. Before you draw trigger at him even, have your spare cart- 
ridges ready for immediate loading; after your first pair of barrels, 
you may get several more shots, I have seen a herd, when surprised 
half asleep, in the manner I have described, start to their feet at 
the report of the rifle, but not knowing from which direction the 
danger threatened, stand irresolute for a few seconds, thus offering a 
splendid chance, if new cartridges have immediately replaced those 
discharged. 

It is, usually speaking, of little use, after having fired at, or tho- 
roughly alarmed a herd, again to attempt a stalk, or even to follow 
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them up ; for burhel, under such circnmstancea, will often cross moua- 
tains and valleys for many milea before moderating their pace ; and 
certainly, will be bo well on the qui vive, as to admit of no more 
liberties being taken with them for that day at any rate. 

On approaching the edge of a khud or precipice overlooking a 
large extent of ground below, the greatest care should be taken, 
Let the hunter and his comrades advance on all fours, and on reach- 
ing the edge, lie flat on their stomachs for a few moments, and most 
carefully examine and take stock of every inch of ground helow 
with the telescope, every dark clump of ferns and grass — especially 
where overhanging rocks cast a shadow beneath — be most careful 
before showing yourself to examine the side of a mountain covered 
with boulders, loose rocks, and fragments of stone, exactly resembling 
in colour the blue coat of the burhel. Many a time I have looked 
and looked again till firmly convinced no living creature was in 
sight, when the twitch of an old burhel's head — tickled probably by 
a fly — has suddenly opened my eyes, not only to the animal that 
moved, bnt to numerous comrades lying around him. 

I myself prefer the sitting position for taking a shot at an animal 
below or across a valley. I have often missed easy shots when resting 
the rifle-barrels on a rock or stone ; whether it is the jar, or recoil 
occasions this, I am unable to say ; but such is my experience, and I 
recommend something soft, such as a cap or handkerchief, being 
placed between the nuked rock and the rifle-barrels; moreover, this 
prevents the latter getting scratched by the recoil. 

One word more ; if using a rifle with short barrels, be careful when 
sitting down and about to take a shot at a burhel or thar beneath, that 
the muzzle is clear of the point of your boot. I once very nearly blew the 
ball of my toe off, when firing at a gooral far below. I waa descending 
a grass slope, when I suddenly saw the animal lying under the shade 
of a bush, and sat down to take a deliberate aim. The rifie — a breech- 
loader by Powell — had short barrels, and when I took my shot at the 
chamois I quite forgot that although there was nothing between my 
eye and the object I was endeavouring to cover with the sighta, yet on 
account of the position I was in and the shortness of the barrels, the 
mouth of the weapon only just cleared my big toe, which I aa nearly as 
possible blew off. This doubtless was clumsy on my part; bat I 
think it worth mentioning. 

As I hare already said, the hunter will occasionally, under favour- 
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able circumstances, be able to make good bis approach witbin very 
abort range of a herd, and be repaid for days spent in fruitless toil. I 
once met with sucb a lucky chance, the account of which is perhaps 
worth relating. In June 1863 I was bunting burhel quite by myself, 
and many miles away from our snow passes and British territory, 
among the bare round-topped hiils of Thibet. I had been tolerably 
successful, having shot two old males with good heads, and one female ; 
but, in spite of working hard day after day, luck bad been for a whole 
week against me ; provisions were running short, and my camp fol- 
lowers, with no meat for their dinners, as usual were beginning to 
grumble and lose all faith in the sahib's customary good luck. We 
were encamped in a deep nullah on a beautiful patch of turf, with a 
sparkling stream flowing past within a few yards of the tent. I bad 
been amusing myself collecting and pressing a number of wild flowers, 
growing in the vicinity, quite new to me. 

While thus engaged my Bbootiah shikary came up, and pointed in 
the direction of some towering rocky crags dii-ectly opposite, where be 
said a herd of burhel were to be seen. Now that very morning I had 
been out from daylight to noon, up hill and down dale, without getting 
a single shot, although two herds of burhel had been sighted ; and I 
was so disgusted with our want of success, caused by their extreme 
cunning, that I had determined on moving our camp the following 
day, and trying new ground. On taking a look through my glasses I 
easily made out a large herd of wild sheep ; many of them were climb- 
ing and clambering about the summit of the mountain, and with the 
naked eye were discernible against tlie sky line. Every minute the 
number of the herd increased as they kept coming over the brow, and 
those that we first had noticed, after wandering about, came lower 
down, and one by one lay down. Evidently they had chosen this spot 
as a resting-place for the day, and in half-an-honr from the time we 
had first noticed them, the whole herd, upwards of thirty, had de- 
scended from the crags on the top of the mountain, and were reclining 
on a gentle slope of grass and flat stones. If we could only get round 
behind the bill and come over the top without being discovered, they 
would apparently be witbin close rifle-shot, and such an opportunity 
does not often occur. My men were most anxious that I should 
once more try a stalk. The distance the creatures were off was 
great, but at length I consented, and in another ten minutes we made 
a start. 
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My Bhootia,Ii shikary — the guide, interpreter, and leader of the expe- 
dition — was a first-claas stalker, and I genei-ally trusted to hia judgment 
how to approach a herd in preference to my own ; but we were both 
of one opinion on this occasion how the attempt waa to }^ made. By 
following the upward course of the stream for about a mile, gradually 
ascending, and at the same time keeping well out of ^ight, we hoped 
to gain a pass through the range of hills on which we had marked 
down the game, and by this means to surprise the burhel from the rear. 
If the whole herd had crossed over the brow on to the side of the 
mountain facing the tents, nothing could be easier than our st^lk ; 
but, on the other hand, if a single one had loitered behind, or 
intentionally been dropped as a rear-guard, our efforts would be 
fruitless. A strong wind blew at our backs on starting, but we knew 
that when we had gained the pass, and rounded the hill on the 
opposite side, it would blow in our faces, and be consequently in our 
favour. 

In about half-au-hour*s time we reached the gorge I have mentioned, 
and paused for a few minutes and carefully examined the side of the 
mountain we were now about to scale, but not a living thing was to be 
seen. We had marked the spot under which the wild sheep were 
reclining, and the ascent was steep and difficult. Bat at length, after 
another half-hour's toil, we reached the wished-for position, or rather 
halted about 100 yards below it. All three of us were quite breathless 
after such a clamber — and in a country lite Thibet, where the air is so 
rarefied, anything beyond a walk is almost impossible. I sent the 
elder of my companions forward to reconnoitre ; he took off bis turban, 
loDg coat, and shoes, and advanced stooping at first, and then on all 
fours like a cat, we anxiously watching him the while. He selected 
a patch of tall herbage and grass on the very highest point of the crag 
to look through and over. As the man approached the spot, his 
pace became slower and slower ; he took a glance of about a quarter 
of a minute ovtr tlie edge of the ridge, slowly drew his bead back, 
descended a few yards, and then turning in our direction made a signal 
for us to come up, motioning at the same time with his tinger that the 
game was still tbere. Hastily catching up my rifle and gnn, the latter 
loaded with ball, we joined him ; and there was such a grin of delight 
on the man's face, that I kni'w at once there was somefhing good in 
store. Carefully examining the nipples to see tliut the powder was up 
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—it was the days of muzzle-loaders — and putting fresh caps on, I 
advanced and peeped over. Aiid what a glorious sight met my view. 
There, within perhaps fifty yards, grouped in every sort of position, 
some few grazing, but the great majority lying down and chewiug the 
cud, was a splendid herd of animals; but already an old female sus- 
pected danger, and with ears erect gazed intently up at me : no time 
was to be lost. There was a fine old male lying on a rock close below, 
a fair easy mark ; and just as I drew the trigger of my rifle, the old 
female, who had now discovered rae, gave a loud shrill whistle of alarm. 
The herd sprang to their feet, but all too late. The old ram never 
rose, but rolled off the rock dead, with a ball through the heart ; and 
a second bullet told loudly on the side of another. The whole flock 
now made off at full speed, but still within shot. I fired both barrels 
of my gun, and another was hit by the last shot. Hastily reloading 
we descended, and rapidly followed. On rounding the comer a young 
ram, with drooping head, was seen slowly walking in front of us. On 
hearing our approach he looked round, and received a shot which put 
him out of pain. Yet another was lagging behind, but he was not 
much hurt seemingly, and appeared to recover himself, for be was able 
again to rejoin his companions, so we left off the pursuit, and returned 
to examine our prizes. The ram killed by the first shot was a splendid 
animal — I have only once shot a larger — with a fine pair of curved 
boms; the second was a three-year old; both had fine glossy coats. 
There was a commotion in my camp far down below ; I could make out 
with my glasses a group of camp followers anxiously awaiting the 
result of the echoing rifle-shots they bad bearil, and eager to learn if 
there was to be flesh for their dinners. I sent down the younger of 
my two companions with ordei-s that everyone was to come up and 
help to carry home the meat, which waa of gi-eat weight, I suppose 
the old ram alone weighed 250 lbs. or thereabouts. While the 
men were coming up to us, we set to work removing the skins, and 
it was nearly dusk before we all got back to camp a^ain, laden 
with the spoil; and great was the rejoicing over our unexpected 



It is a mistake to make a practice of firing shots at long ranges, 
which seldom is a successful plan ; the hunter, though often outdone 
by the cunning of the creatures bo i? in pursuit of, will by careful 
manceuvring sooner or later meut with opportunities; but when such 
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chancea do occur, he should be aure of his shct, taking cool and delibe- 
rate aim ; for nothing can be more disheartening to himself and hia 
followers if, through nervousness or anxiety to succeed, he should miss 
easj shots after much toil and fatigue. 

Hj first campaign against the burbel was undertaken in 1863, when 
comparatively a ' GriiBn,' yet I succeeded in shooting five fine males, 
one the ma^ificent old ram already alluded to, two smaller ones, 
besides several females. Not that I mean to boast, but I wish simply 
to show what a very moderate rifle-shot can accomplish, armed, as I 
then was, with an old two-groove rifle, an Enfleld rifle, and a smooth- 
bore, fAl had sporting weapons. 

Burhel, like many other wild animals, are particularly fond of salt; 
they regularly visit the caoipiog-grounds of the traders when vacant, 
descending often great distances to lick up small quantities of salt, 
spilt here and there out of the leather bags carried by goats. I have 
often seen two young ones with a single female ; I believe that the 
former are able to follow the old ones in a few days after their birth. The 
attempt has been made to rear the lambs, but unsuccessfully, I think. 

The burhel never descends so Low down as the ourial of the Punjab, 
but on one range of hills, bordering the Neti valley, I found both 
burhel and thar on the same ground. It was exceedingly thick, 
foggy weather at the time, and more than once I hardly knew what 
description of animal I was stalking. The burhel are fully capable of 
descending steep inclines at full gallop, and of clambering up the 
face of rocky hills to ail appearance presenting an insurmountable 
obstacle. Unless struck in the shoulder, neck, or some such vital point, 
they often manage to escape ; and if recovered the following day, it is 
more than probable that vultures, wolves, foxes, or vermin of some kind, 
will have spoilt both skin and head, and the horns alone will remain 
as a trophy. 

The following is an excellent plan for recovering lost game, and well 
worth remembering by the young sportsman. On being compelled to 
give up the chase of a wounded burhel or tJiar, by night setting in, a 
snowstorm, or other cause, let the hunter mark well the course and line 
of country finally taken by the stricken animal, and early the following 
morning proceed himself or send a sharp lad to ascend the highest 
peak overlooking the direction noted the previous evening, giving him 
instructions to watch the vultures. These lynx-eyed birds are gifted 
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in addition with a wondrous sense of smell, and will surely discover 
where the poor crippled creature has- laid down and died, and will 
be seen descending one after the other, as if from the clouds, to 
where the carcase is lying. 

First a speck and then a, vulture, 
Till the tiir is dork with pinioD». 

The watchman has only to bend his steps as fast a^i possible to the spot 
so pointed out, making all haste however, or the ravenous birds will 
have spoiled the prize with their huge bills and talons. . I have at 
different times recovered one burhel and two that in this manner. 

The burhel has numerous enemies to contend with ; leopards are con- 
tinually following them ; also the ounce and the lynx. In Thibet, the 
wolf of that country preys on them ; and the young are occasionally 
hilled by eagles. The bearded vulture or lammergeyer (OypiBetus bar- 
batua) is said to be especially destructive to them. 

All things considered, the best time of year for hunting burhel is 
the autumn ; the animals are then to be found at lower elevations than 
in the summer months, and consequently the labour of ascending to 
great heights in order to reach the game is mitigated. The coats 
of the animals are at that season in splendid condition, and really 
worth preserving as trophies. In the month of June or thereabouts 
a latter bag can doubtless be made, for the weather on the high 
ranges is then delightful, though exceedingly hot in the valleys, and 
favourable for carrying on the sport, but the fleeces of the wild sheep 
are at that period in wretched condition. The long winter coat of 
coarse hair is then dropping off, leaving patches here and there; in 
fact, the skins are hardly worth the stretching. The females also at 
that season are with yonng ; though, as the males are easily distin- 
guishable from the females, the sportsman can avoid killing the latter. 
It is much more diGBcult to distinguish the sexes of the gooral and one 
or two other hill animals, and it is therefore particularly objectionable 
to hunt them in the breeding season. Nothing can be more painful 
to the true sportsman than to shoot a poor thing in young, or with kids 
unable to provide for themselves. The early summer is a season when, 
for the reasons just given, it seems only natural that the poor things 
should be left in peace for a time ; so I recommend the months of 
August, September, and October in the upper regions for hunting burhel. 
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in preference to the Bpring or earlj summer. At that period raiu will be 
falling in torrents in the middle and lower ranges ; but the hunter who 
keeps at considerable elevations will escape the dense clouds that 
envelope the hills and valleys below. 



Femalb Bubhei. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

THE OVIS AMMON (Jini.^u). 



But the wild flocks that o' 



This splendid wild sheep does not belong, strictly speaking, to India, 
as it is found only across the border, beyond the anowy range. I will, 
however, include it in my list of big game, as Thibet can be reached 
with tolerable ease from our territory. 

I am aware that many sportsmen and naturalists consider the argali 
of Northern, Asia and the Ovig ammon of Thibet to be identical. Un- 
doubtedly the two animals are nearly allied, and bear a strong resem- 
blance to each other in figure and general appearance, but I venture to 
say that the difiference in the character of their horns is abundant 
proof of their being two distinct varieties. 

The horns of the Thibet ammon ram never, to my knowledge, have a 
final outward curl or twist at the tips, nor do they ever, so far as I am 
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aware, taper to a point in thf. manner of the argali and OvU PoHi, but are 
inaisaive throughout, terminating abruptly with the tips very blatit, or fiat, 

A glance at tlie illustrations belonging to thia chapter will beat 
convey my meaning to the reader. The sketch at the eomm&ncement of 
the chapter repreeents a Bkull of an ordinary-sized Thibet Ovie ammoti ; 
the head at the end of the chapter is that of the argali of Siberia. 

J)«scription of a Ram OvU Ammon. — In general appearance a noble 
stately animal, standing from SJ to 4 feet in height at the shoulder, 
and 6J to GJ feet extreme length. Sometimes they even exceed the 
above meaanrementa. The coat in winter is a thick fleece of coarse 
hab', with an under-covering of soft wool next the skin. The hide 
somewhat resembles the caribou of America in colour and appearance. 

General colour, dingy brown on the back, grey on the sides, and 
dirty white bglow ; white in the chest, and a fringe of white, criap, 
and rather curly hair about the neck. In summer this rongh hair 
ialls off, and is replaced by a close, short, darker, and smoother coat. 

Head, of great size ; nose, curved ; no beard ; ears, rather short and 
erect ; tail tihort ; limbs, long and well proportioned ; feet, large, and the 
print very like the shape of a heart. The horns grow to an enormous 
size ; they are light in colour, almost meeting at the base, triangular, 
with the comers rounded and very much transversely wrinkled. The^ 
curve backwards, gradually ext«nding outwards, and finally curl in a 
circle forward with the blunt tips direct to tbe front. In a full-grown 
male the points are about 14 or 16 inches apart. The finest pair of 
horns that I ever saw measured 22 inches in circumference and 43 
inches in length, but specimens have been shot with horns measuring 
25 inches in circumference, and considerably longer than the above. 
A pair of horns in my possession, represented at the bead of this 
chapter, measure 17^ inches round at the base, and S8 inches in 
length round the curve, and this 13 about, or perhaps above, the 
average size of horns among full-grown rams. The skull with the 
horns above mentioned weighs 26 lbs. without the lower jaw, which is 
missing. 

The female is smaller and lighter built than her consort, and alto- 
gether a less striking animal. Her coat is in general much the same 
tint as that of the ram, but darker about the neck. As with the burhel, 
her horns differ much from thoae of the male ; they diverge at a moderate 
angle from the head, are flat, and curve gradually backwards ; are never 
of any great thickness, and seldom more than 20 or 22 inches in length. 
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I have mentioneJ, when speaking of the burhel, that I believe the 
age of the animal may be ascei'tained bj counting the number of 
certain divisions (not wrinkles), clearly marked and defined on the 
horns, and I am of opinion, though open to correction, that the same 
rule applies to the Ovis ammon. The head in my possession is 
very much wrinkled, yet there are nine distinct divisions in addition, 
showing, I believe, the »ge of the animal to have reached that number 
of years. 

I have already spoken of the exceeding cunning and wariness of 
wild sheep in general, and assuredly the Ovis ammon is by nature by 
far the most difficult to approach of all the genua Ovis. Moreover, 
unlike the burhel, which is often found feeding on rocky hills — 
favourable ground for the stalker — the giant sheep keeps more on the 
plain or low undulating ground, such as the bare, round- topped hills of 
Thibet, and consequently is much more difficult to stalk. Under the 
most favourable circumstances the hunter will seldom be able to ap- 
proach within 150 or 200 yards, and must sometimes take his chance 
at even longer ranges. I always in the summer months found the 
males apart from the females. Generally two or three old rams would 
be feeding together, and the females and young separate by themselves. 

I remember on one occasion counting 14 of the latter in one herd. 
Although the Ovis ammon is wild and restless at all times, I never, 
when following it, found the walking difficult, nor did I ever see the 
creatures clambering about on steep and precipitous ground, such as 
thar and burhel delight to frequent, though they are said to be able to 
(LBcend with ease the sides of crags and cliffs. The sense of smell 
appears to be very acute with Ovis ammon, more so than with burhel or 
thar ; their pace, when alarmed, is a fast and strong gallop, and they 
will often travel many miles at a stretch before pulling up. 

I generally found them feeding in the early morning, on the side of 
some hill, valley, or ravine, where there was an abundance of fresh 
grass and herbs, facing and enjoying the warmth of the rising sun. 
The animals go to drink once or twice a day, and occasionally may be 
waylaid on their journey to and from the water. Unlike thar and 
burhel, who not unfrequently, on discovering the sportsman attempting 
to approach them, betake themselves to high rocky ground, or descend 
steep precipitous cliffs, the giant sheep, when they suspect danger, 
almost invariably make for open ground, where they can see all round 
them. They are very powerful creatures, and a bullet or rifle-shell 
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must be well placed to bring to bag an old ram. The flesh is exceed- 
ingly good, though not perhaps equal to that of the burhel. In the 
Bummer months the animals resort to certain spots, where they axe to 
be found year after year, though of late, from constantly being hunted, 
their numbers have much diminished. When the snow falls, generally 
in September, the Ovis a7nmon, kyang, and other animals inhabiting 
the plains of Thibet, retire to the high grounds of the interior, return- 
ing south to their old resorts in the spring. I constantly came across 
the bleached bones and skeletons of the big sheep, nearly always lying 
in the bed of some deep gorge or nullah. I was informed by my 
Bbootiah guides that the animals are frequently cut off and smothered 
by the first fall of snow, before they can escape and mabe good their 
retreat northwards. I once succeeded in capturing a Iamb of this 
species in 1863, which was only a few hours old, at a place called 
Chissum, in Thibet. On returning one afternoon from shooting, we 
suddenly came across the dam and her young. My followers, blood- 
thirsty as natives invariably are, were lost in astonishment at my 
refusing to fire at the old one, standing looking at us within 80 yards 
or so, while we carried off her young. The camp was close at hand, so 
we conveyed our prisoner there, and put him — it was a young male — to 
one of my milch goats, but, as I fully expected, the foster-mother 
refused to nourish the young stranger, and persisted in butting it ; so, 
as it was evident our att«mpt was a failure, and that without a 
nurse the lamb would speedily die, we determined to restore it to 
its mother. We found her still hovering about the spot where we 
had robbed her, and having written on a card the date and particu- 
lars of the capture, we attached it by a blue ribbon to the youngster's 
neck, and let him go. Within half-au-hour I had the pleasure of 
seeing the old female trot up to her restored lamb, and soon after walk 
away with it. 

I will end my remarks on the Ovis ammon with an account of a 
successful day's sport, when a tolerably fine ram fell to my rifle. In 
the summer of 1863 I had been upwards of three weeks in Thibet in 

company with B n of the cavaby. We had shot several burhel and 

other animals, but not a single OvU ammon, and there appeared to be 
little chance of our ever succeeding in what was the chief object of the 
expedition, for the canning animals invariably bafiBed all our endea- 
vours to get within range. At length we reached a place called Tazang, 
and pitched our tents by a stream of water in a deep valley. The hills 
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about as were bare, round-topped, and of a reddiab ooloor. No one 
had shot over the ground that year, and our men assured us that we 
should 6nd several ' Nyuu ' as they called them, as it was a well-known 
spot always frequented by the giant sheep. 

The first morning we went out, several Oves ammon were viewed, 
but all. attempts at stalking them were of no avail. The next three 
days passed with no better resulfs, and we began to despair of ever 
succeeding. Moreover, it was most tantalising : each day we sallied 
forth we met with herds of burhel, and more than once within easy rifle- 
shot ; but to avoid doing mischief by the reports of our rifles, we had 
resolved to fire at nothing but the ' big sheep,' and in spite of our 
servants — camp followers, and all — grumbling for flesh, we still lived in 
hopes of fortune favouring as. 

On the morning of the fifth day, we made a start at daylight, and 
on this occasion agreed to keep together. We first ascended a high 
mountain by a narrow ridge, from which we bad a fine view on either 
side ; troops of kyang {or wild horses as they are called) were 
grazing and capering about on the plain below, and about ten o'clock 
wo saw a number of burhel gazing at us from an opposite height, iJut 
none of the animals we were in search of were to be seen. After making 
a long and fruitless round we agreed to return in the direction of our 
camp, then about five miles off. We were walking in single file, first 

B n, then a Bhootiab, then myself, and a Bhootiah lad bringing up 

the rear ; no one bad said a word for some time, and we were regularly 
down on our luck, when a low whistle from the native behind me drew 
general attention, and the next moment we were flat on our stomachs. 
The sharp-eyed young fellow behind me, the only one of us with his 
eyes about him, had spied out a ram Ovia amvK»t standing on the summit 
of a bill to our right, fully a mile off. Luckily w& had not been seea 
and the wind was blowing in our faces. We brought out the glasses 
and duly scrutinised the animal in the distance, bat we had been so 
often disappointed that I for one had little hopes of ever getting a shot 
at him. For a quarter of an hour we watched him grazing and walking 
about, apparently by himself; he fed gradually over the brow of tho 
hill, and disappeared little by little from view. When he was fairly 
out of sight, we sprang up from our cramped position, and made our 
way as fast as possible direct for the foot of the hill. Up we went, and 
at length, tired and breathless, reached the spot where the big sheep 
had last been seen. A minute or two to gain breath, and again a 
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cautious advance waa made. We agreed to separate about 50 yards or 
80, and come over the brow in a line with one another. Almost imme- 
diately after my companion had crossed the summit, he fired twice, and 
at the moment I was unable to see over the crest of the hill in front of 
me, and did not know what had happened. I sprang forward, and 
below me to my lefl about 180 or 200 yards off, going at the sp^d of a 
racehorse, almost broadside on, was the object of my desire. There 
was no time to take a long or careful aim. I had a double rifle loaded 
with conical shells in my hand, and, aiming well in front, fired both 
barrels ; one shot missed, but the other, the second, struck the ammon 
80 heavily that he staggered and almost fell over; but, again recovering 
himself, made off as before, but at a less rapid rate. I pulled out my 
glasses and watched him anxiously; he was going very lame, and I 
could see a dark patch on his hind quarter, evidently where he was 
wounded, and sorely wounded too. 

Then commenced a long stem chase ; sometimes we gained on him, 
then he discovered his enemies, and n^in put miles between pursuers 
and pursued, and disappeared in the distance ; we followed the drops 
of blood and sliding faoof-marks patiently till once more close up, when 
again the animal would observe us, and make off as before. My com- 
panion gave it up as hopeless and returned home, but the Bhootiahs and 
I still persevered. 

After following the cha^e for upwards of two hours we came to more 
broken ground, where numerous ravines and nullahs ran and crossed 
each other in every direction. Here at last we were fairly ba£9ed, and 
lost all trace of the wounded beast. Haviug marked the spot up to 
which we were certain the tracks bad reached, I directed my men to 
keep working round in circles, and endeavour once more to discover 
spots of blood or print of foot. I was stooping down following the edge 
of a stony valley and examining the ground for spoor, when a shout 
from one of the men and a clattering of stones drew my attention to the 
wounded ram. He had been lying down in the bed of the nullah, 
close to us, but had sprung up, and was now, poor fellow, stiff from his 
wound, slowly ascending the opposite side of the ravine. Ee was only 
100 yards or so from me, and a fair mark. I sat down, took a cai-eful 
aim, and just as he reached the top of the bank, a shell struck him fair 
between the shoulders, and, witli a crash, down he rolled to the bottom. 
In another minute I was standing over the hard-won and long-wished- 
for prize, and, as can easily be imagined, I felt supremely happy at having 
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at last, after so manj disappointments, slain so rare an animal. He was 
afioeyottngFam, with a coat in fi rat-rate condition, and a very tolerable 
pair of horns. We took the skin off, cut the carcase up, and hid the 
greater part of the meat by piling stones around and over it ; and then, 
heavily laden, bent our wearied steps homewards ; we did not reach the 
tents without much difficulty and many a trip and stumble, but after 
snch sport, I cared little for that, or the toil we had gone tliroagh to 
earn such a prize. 
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THE GAME OF BENGAL. 



Part II. 
THE GAME BIRDS. 



CHAPTER I. 

I.— THE INDIAN PEAFOWL (Pom cm(<i(iM, LufHiTs). 



With pendent train und nwhing* wings 
Aloft the gorgeous peacock springs. — Herbr. 



This bird is so well known, and so cloael; resembles the peafowl often 
seen in our own farmyards, that it is ueedlesa for ue to describe it. 
It is exceedingly cominoQ over Northern India ; and though a forest- 
loving bird in its natuml state, yet even in the barest and most open- 
lying country in the plains there are few villnges that have not a 
few birds in the vicinity. In many parts of the country, natives 
— the Hindoos at any rate — dislike sportsmen tilling peafowl, as the 
birds are held by their religion to be sacred, and no one with any 
feeling would knowingly shoot them near temples or at the backs of 
villages, more especially as when found in such places they are in- 
variably more or less tame, and there can be no sport whateve» in 
slaying them. I have known serious affrays and disturbances occnr 
through British soldiers unwittingly shooting peafowl in places such 
as I have mentioned above. In the jungles of our central provinces, 
where the real wild birds are met with in great plenty, it is quite 
another matter ; and a perfectly legitimate sport. 

When beating in line, and a bird rises in front, there can hardly be 
an easier one t>o bring down ; but I have seen long strips of jungle 
beaten on the banks of rivers, with the guns posted well in front, 
and rocketing old cocks and hens rising several hundred yards hack. 
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and passing overhead, with a strong wind to assist them, when it 
reaWy required some knowledge of shooting to bring them down hand- 
somely. I shall never forget witnessing a corner, with three gal- 
lant ensigns guarding it ; presently a splendid old peacock, with a 'tail 
as long as a church steeple, rose above the cover with a tremendous 
flapping; he got five barrels at him, and at each shot kept rising 
higher in the air, leaving clouds of feathers behind him ; he would 
certainly have escaped little the worse, with the exception of being 
minus about three feet of tail, had not an old hand stopped him with a 
charge aimed well forward. 

Like our own cock pheasant, a peafowl will take any amount of 
shot in the back and mmp, but a few pellets about the head or 
neck will bring him down easily enough. At the best of times, how- 
ever, there is not much sport in shooting peafowl, and it is a great 
pity to kill such beautiful birds without a purpose. A peaehick is, 
when properly cooked, a bird by no means to he despised ; and I have 
often been asked, in out-of-the-way stations, where no turkeys were to 
be got, to look out for a young peahen for the table. An old bird even 
comes in handy for soup, and I have heard old Indians say that 
Mulligatawny is never correct unless made with a peafowl. 

I was once asked to collect some plumes off the Indian peacock. 
When an old male is in full plumage, about the month of April or May, 
there is a patch of most lovely golden feathers in the upper part of the 
back, just below the nect, that is prized for ladies' hats, hut only one 
plume can be got from each bird killed ; and aO«r shooting half-a-dozen 
old cocks for this purpose, it seemed such a pity— if a stronger term 
was not applicable — that I gave it up. 

Our tame birds at home never reach the splendid beauty and per- 
fection of the wild ones of the jungle. I should be afraid to say what 
I have heard mentioned as the length an Indian peacock has been 
known to reach, measuring from the point of bill to tip of tail, but it 
was something almost past belief, though quite true. It would he 
imp<issible for the bird to sustain the weight of such a long train, 
without dragging it along the ground, if the roots of the tail feathers 
rested on the extremity of the bod_y. A cursory examination will show, 
however, that they extend far up the back. 

Peafowl delight to frequent patches of jungle and forest bordering 
rivers, especially in the hot weather; the sides of hills covered with 
thick scrub and bushes, and the sandy nullahs and ravines of the 
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Central Provinces, are their chief resorts. I am speaking of the bird in 
its real wild state. TJiough common enough along the foot of the 
Himalaya, it never ascends the hill valleys to any height. In the 
plains of out North- Western Provinces whole gangs of peafowl may be 
seen feeding in the early morning in the open coru-fields close to 
villages, roosting at night in some neighbouring mango-tope, or 
hurgot-tree ; but, as T have already said, these can hardly be called 
wild birds or fair game, nor would I care to have one of these village 
birds put on the table. 

When beating for big game in the hot season, especially for tigers, 
for peafowl inhabit the very spots that hold the big cats, I have seen 
scores, I might say hundreds, of peafowl pour out; and many a time 
has a rustle in the dead leaves close at hand brought the momentary 
hope that a tiger might appear j but presently the rustler turns out 
to be only a stately peafowl, vrbo of course is allowed to pass scathless, 
with a muttered adjuration on bis head for causing tbe disappointment. 

I have already spoken of the wonderful eyesight of peafowl. In the 
Central Provinces, when a large tract of jungle is being drawn, ail kinds 
of game, urged forward by the beatei-s, constantly pass close within 
shot of the guna posted in advance. I have had samber, cheetul, hog, 
and other animals, pass me on these occasions, quite unaware of 
danger ; hut presently an old peahen comes to the edge of the cover 
opposite, and, before crossing an open glade, stays a moment, craning 
her neck the while, and casting her bright eye around to see that all ia 
safe ; and ten chances to one, however well you are concealed, whether 
on the ground or sitting high up among the foliage of a tree, she spies 
you out, and, stooping down and uttering a crook of alarm to her 
chicks following behind her, hurries away back into the thicket. 

The usual cry of the bird is a loud, melancholy call, uttered four or five 
times in succession, and sounding, curious enough, not at all unlike the 
word peafowl, with the second syllable prolonged. There are other 
notes also that the birds make use of. They often call on moonlight 
nights from their roosting perches, and when unusually clamorous in 
the daytime it is the surest sign of rain that I know of. About sunset 
on a quiet evening a sportsman may know exactly — like a gamekeeper 
with his pheasants — how many peafowl there may be in the neighbour- 
hood, for about that time they fly up for the night into hurgot, mango, 
or other trees, like pheasants in a home covert ; and the noise of vrings 
in succession, as each bird mounts up, betrays their numbers. 
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Peafowl are very easily netted and snared ; natives constantly bring 
them round for sale in an Indian cantonment, and- have a barbarous 
custom of fastening the eyelida of the uufortunat« birds together with 
a thorn, to keep them from fluttering about, I believe. Their principal 
food is com, wild fruits and berries, and insects of all kinds, and I 
have frequently been told that they will also kill and eat small snakes 
and lizards, but am unable to speak as to the latter assertion being 
true, though I should imagine it to be not improbable. 

Peafowl have many enemies; wild cats of all kinds, even young 
tigers and leopards, pounce on them. They are ruthlessly shot by 
British soldiers, and anywhere within ten miles of a cantonment soon' 
become scai-ce. I have seen men at Jhansie return, after a day at 
peafowl, with upwards of a dozen birds. Jackals and foxes also catch 
them not unfrequently, and all kinds of eagles, falcons, and large 
hawks carry them off. 

One day, with two companions, I was out shooting near Jhansie ; 
we were busy driving an island in the middle of the Betwah, in hopes 
of coming across a pair of tigers thut had been frequenting the neigh- 
bourhood, and doing immense damage for months pii^t. At one beat 
over a score of peafowl Hew out, and an eagle {Aquilafulvescejie) soaring 
above, doubtless on the look-out for them, made a stoop with a tre- 
mendous ' wh-h-h-ish,' and a stroke at an old peahen. So suddenly and 
with such wonderful quickness did the royal bird descend, that before 
Ihe unfortunate old hen could throw herself into the grass, the eagle 
struck her a heavy blow {with his foot, I believe), which I heard most 
distinctly, and sent her headlong and seemingly lifeless among some 
bushes close by. I sent the man who was with me to pick the bird up, 
which he did ; the eagle followed him, and hovered over him, screaming, 
as though it would dig its talons into his head. On examining the 
peafowl I found it quite dead ; its head was laid clean open by the 
stroke that the eagle had dealt. 



II.— THE RED JUNGLE FOWL (Gnllmfirnisweus, Gmblin). 



Th,) cock-bird in Reneml nppeflranco much reeeiiiblea our little KinUm, l)Ht has still 
brighter pi 'image. 
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nil], nearly bkck. Comb and wattles, red. Top of hand, golden brown. Ilackleo, 
golden vellow, long, and drooping over breiuit and ehouldeis; these hackles are of a 
horny sort of Bubetance. ScapularB and upper wing-coverts, glossy red-brown. Back, 
dark brown. Rump feathers, long, and of a beautiful glossy orange-red. Upper wing 
coverts, metallic green. Secondaries, brown. Primaries, nearly black; outer edges, 
pale buff. Tail, long, curved, and Ibrked ; of a beautiful metallic green and purple colour. 
Belly and under tail-coverts, black tinged with green. Throat, naked and red. I^gs, 
brownish, and armed with long sharp spure. 

Female.— 0( a very game appearance : face encircled with brown feathers. General 
colour of back, neck, and upper part«, pale grey-brown, finely freckled all over with white. 
Quills, whitish ; breast, pale reddish brown. 

Thib well-known, cheery little game bird abounds in nearly all our 
large nortbem foreata, especially in the Terai and the lowest ranges of 
the Himalayas. The above-mentioned (Oallus ferrugineut) le the only 
variety found in Bengal, but is succeeded farther south by the Madras 
jungle fowl [G. Sonneratii), a totally distinct, very beautiful, but not a 
more game bird in appearance than our own little jungle coct. The 
latter is generally found in very thick jungle bordering rivers like the 
Sardah in Fhilibeet, especially where the banks of streams are much 
cut up and intersected by ravines, with thick patches of overhanging 
' bushes. Wooded islands in rivers near the foot of the hills are also 
likely spots. 

In the early morning, or towards evening, the birds come out from 
the dense thicket, where they retire during the heat of the day, to 
feed near the edge of the forest. They like to scratch about at the 
back of old cattle-sheds, and where crops grow close to the jungle side, 
and will enter corn-fields to feed. In some places, where the borders 
of the forest are much broken and irregular, and the villagers have 
cultivation here and there between patches of wood and bushes, I 
have seen capital bags made by a couple of guns, three or four 
beaters, and a few bustling spaniels. The plan is this : to beat out 
strips and patches separately, and make a comer here and there, placing 
the guns in the first instance between the patch or standing crop about 
to be beaten, and the forest, towards which the jangle fowl when 
flushed are certain to make. The birds, finding their retreat cut off, 
and pushed hard by the men and dogs, are forced to take flight, and 
when well on the wing offer as fine a shot as a sportsman could desire ; 
flying very strongly and swiftly, and taking a good blow to stop them, 
and unless killed dead — with the exception, perhaps of the common 
Indian grey partridge — I do not know of a more cunning or persistent 
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niDner, a more difficult bird to Becure, often baffling the best of 
retrievers. 

In the thick forest the sportsman will oft^n catch a glimpse of the 
birds running with great swiftness in front of him, but will have great 
difficulty in flushing them. Without a dog it ia ftequently impossible 
to make them take wing, and it is quite useless for the sportsman b; 
himself to attempt to follow them into the thicket with the object of 
making them rise, for thej will very soon distance him, making their 
way through the bush much quicker than he can. 

The jungle fowl is one of the most cunning and wary game 
birds that I am acquainted with. Although the sportsman encamped 
near the foot of the hills will in the early morning hear the cocks 
crowing in every direction, and seemingly close to his tent, yet unless 
he knows how to set to work and where to look for them, the proba- 
bilities are that after three or four hours' hard work, he will return 
with only one or two birds to repay him for all his toil. Even when 
on service in the Bhootan Dooars, where these birds are plentiful, and 
where I suppose a shot had never before been 6red, 1 found it difBcult 
to kill more than a brace or two in a day. It is very seldom that the 
sportsman succeeds in surprising them, as they nearly always become 
aware of his approach, and instantly dive into the thicket. I remember 
once coming round a comer suddenly, and catching no less than nine 
jungle fowl together, scratching about at the bottom of a nullah, and 
got a capital right and left chance, killing a brace — one a magnificent 
old cock with a splendid set of hackles round his neck. I have shot 
jungle fowl and kallige pheasants in the same day, and out of the same 
description of cover ; but the former, though frequenting the lower 
spurs and ravines of our hill ranges, never ascends to any great height, 
as the latter bird constantly does. 

Like the kallige pheasant, jungle fowl often, when flushed by a 
dog, will settle in a tree close by, offering a tempting mark for a*pot 
hunter. When stationed at Cherra Poonjee in our eastern frontier, I 
often descended from the Cossyah hills to fish for mahseer in a river 
below — a very dangerous amusement, by the bye, on account of the 
unhealthiness of the forest. Jungle fowl were exceedingly common 
on both banks of this river, and I have often seen three and four 
together, close to the footpath. Very often the forests and jungles 
where these birds are most plentiful harbour vnrious kinds of large 
game, such as tigers, samber, and cheetul, the latter especially ; and 
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when sucli spota are visited by abooting parties, little notice is taken 
of the jungla moorghies, who are allowed to whirl away scathles3, the 
hunters devoting their attention only to the larger denizens of the 
forest. 

The cock birds, when full grown, are armed with tremendous spurs, 
longer in proportion to the siee of ihe diminutive champion they adorn, 
than any game bird that I am acquainted with; and these spurs, 
moreover, are exceedingly sharp. I learnt this fact from one of the 
first jungle cocks I ever shot at a vamping ground near the Dunwar 
Pass, between Raneegunge and Shergotty. I only winged the bird, 
and after a long pursuit I grasped him by the legs as he was 
ascending a bank, and in so doing drove one of his spurs deep info 
the palm of my hand. They are, I believe, most pugnacious, and much 
resinible, both in manner and appearance, onr bantams. The wild 
jungle cocks are, however, more brilliant iu plumage than their con- 
freres of the farm-yard, and the hackles off the ueck of an old cock 
are most valuable foi.' making salmon and tront flies, as every angler 
is aware. The crow of the male bird is exactly similar to that of the 
bantam cock, except that the last note of the former is not prolonged, 
but terminates abruptly. 

The bird is one of the very best for the table; in fact, I hardly 
know of a better. 



III.— TilK UKD SrUIH-'OttL (OaUoiifi-dix Six:dU-fw,, Gmelis). 

jKnDOS's DB.iCBIPTION. 

Male. — Ite^ nnd nnpe dusky olive-Wwn : the forehead and round the e\e pale whity 
brown, suiuewhnt hiiil' in eoiue indiviilunls -, chin, thi\)st. and aides of neck paJe brown ; 
the rcst uf the bodr, both ttbove and below, rich brown chestnut or ba^' ; each feather 
pale-eJged ; prinidrled brown ; the ee^ondaries and tertiarips more or leas minutely luott'.ed ; 
tail with the centntl feathci-s chestnut, the others dark brown, more or leas mottled, tbia 
diaappeariug with nge ; lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-cjverls, olivaceous. 

Ftmalf. — Has the crown dusky blackish, the neck olive-brown, and the rest of the 
upper plumage pale rufoua brown, each feather with two or three blackish bands, and 
minutely speckled, and the tip pale ; the rump and upper tnil-coverla are minutely freckled ; 
the tail moetly blackish, with moltled mrouB bars, tending to become obsolete ; primarius, 
their coverta, and the winglet, Bpotleys diieky brown ; throat albescent ; neck olive-brown, 
the feathers becomingnifous in the centre, and tipped with bkck; bieiat and flanks briftht 
ferrnfrinons, with narrow black tijs; belly dusky brown; luider lait-coverts freckled 
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I HATE only once met with and shot the Bed Spur-Fowl, and that was 
many j-eara ago, near the Kuttra Pass, on a range of hills some forty 
or fifty miles from Mirzapore. 

The specimen I procured was a young bird, which unfortunately 
had not arrived at full plumage, and consequently mas unsuited for 
supplying a description. 

I have therefore transcribed Jerdon's admirable description of the 
male and female Red Spur- Fowl from the ' Birds of India,' and regret 
that I am unable to give any information regarding the habits of this 
handsome little game-bird. 



IV.— THE PAINTKD SPUR-FOWL {Galloperdii- Liauilmwi, ValescI. 
Dbscriftion. 

Male. — Head, above, dfirk brown ; neck, upper part of brenst, and winif-coveriB deep 
chestnut and beaulifuJly spotted with nhile, each spot above and below black (reminding 
one much, only on a smaller scale, of llie spots and eves on the neck, breast, and upper part 
of the horned pheasant, lower part of breast yellow, spotted with white, but the eyes 
fewer and larger. 

Tail.— ly.\rk brown, fealbers thick and square at the tips. 

Wuiffi. — Short and rounded. 

Furnished with a pair of long formidable spurs on each 1^ about an inch apart. Tbe 
upper one the longer of tbe two. 

FeTnnle.—Geaerhl colour deep brown, altogether wanting the beautiful spota and rich 
tints of the male bird. A specimen that I liave baa two epure, shorter than those of tbe 
male, sharp, and high up tbe leg. 

I HAVE constantly met with this bird in the Jhansie district; it is also 
common on the banks of the Scinde and Betwab rivers. The male does 
not crow like tbe jungle cock, though Both sexes make a kind of clucking 
noise like a true fowl. When running, these birds carry the tail np, 
not like a partridge. I have ofteu watched them when hidden behind a 
bush or rock, waiting for tbe beat to approach ; sometimes over a dozen 
have run past me. They move very fast, and seldom take wing till 
bard pressed. The flight is swift, and rarely at any great height trom 
the ground. The birds take a good hard blow to bring them down. 
I remember once in the Lullutpore district some of our Sabariah 
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beaters captured four small chicks that apparently had only been 
batched a few days ; while we were looking at them tbe old hen bird waa 
on the top of a rock close by, calling and making a great fuss about 
the robbery we had committed. A friend of mine, when stationed ia 
Central India, obtained a number of the eggs of the painted spur-fowl, 
and succeeded in rearing over a dozen chicks under a hen : the young 
things thrived and grew apace, but persisted in fighting with the in- 
habitants of the poultry-yard, and naturally, from their small size, were 
invariably worsted, often getting severely mauled in these combats. 
The consequence was that they one by one became sickly and- died off. 
The favourite hscunts of this spot-fowl are rocky hills, or deep stony 
ravines, near rivers, far away from the habitations of man. 
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CHAPTER n. 
HIMALAYAN PHEASANTS. 



Seo I from the bfake the whirring pheftwint springs. 
And mounta exiJting' on triumphant wings.— Pope. 



I.— THE MOONAL PII&VSANT (Lap&ophoria Impcyunm, Lathaii). 
Description. 

Mule. — Bill, blackish brown. The head is adorned with a lufi of dark, ahining green 
feathers. The bead, neck, back, greater and lesser wingH^overts and upper tail-coverts are 
of a dark blue mixed with green, and there are also some remarkably bright coppei^ 
coloured feathers, giring a lovely golden tint. The breast, primaries, and secondariea black, 
black also below ; the rump ptire white ; the tail, which is short, and termioates almost 
' squarely, aod verj unlike tlie tail of a true pheasaut, ia of a rich chestnut colour. 

The heu bird is smaller than the cock, and of a sober lint in comparison with him ; of 
a light brown colour, streaked with a darker tint, throat white. Not unlike a large grej 
hen, except that the tail is lunger, and does not terminate eo abruptly aa that of the cock. 
The shape of the moonal is thick and heavy, and it does not belong to the true phwisanta. 

It is a beautiful sight to see an old cock moonal rise from some -crag, 
and with wings half closed, soar across some deep valley below, the sun 
shining on his brilliant plumage and showing off Ae white, black, and 
red tints to perfection. I have seen them constantly fly upwards of a mile 
after being flushed, before attempting to settle again. That admirable 
writer on Himalayan game, * Mountaineer ' (Mr. Wilson, of Mussoorie), 
thus describes the flight of the moonal. He says : ' It pets up with a 
loud fluttering and a rapid succession of shrill screeching whistles, 
often continued till it alights, when it occasionally commences its 
ordinary loud and plaintive call, and continues it for some time. 

' In winter, when one or two birds have been flushed, all within 
hearing get alarmed; if they are collected together, they get up in 
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rapid soccession ; if distantly scattered, bird after bird slowly gets up ; 
the shrill call of each as it rises alarming others still farther off, till 
all in the immediate neighbourhood have risen.' 

In former years thin splendid bird was very QUinerons on the 
summits of the middle ranges of the Himalayas, and ia yet to be found 
abundantly in out-of-the-way spots. The sportsman constantly comes 
across them when t^liooting thar high up on the pastures above the 
forests. I have in October and November counted over twenty birds, 
cocks and hens mixed together, busily engaged feeding. With their 
powerful bills (the upper mandible of which, by the way, is considerably 
longer than the lower) they drill holes in the turf in search of certain 
roots, which they principally subsist upon. They also eat readily wild 
raspberries and other forest fruits. I have shot more moonal than 
any other description of hill pheasant, excepting perhaps the common 
kallige ; and a by-day on the hill tops after this splendid bird, with 
three or four heaters, and a good retriever, was a very favourite 
amusement of mine. I have said that when on the look-out for thar 
in the higher ranges the sportsman is sure to come across moonal in 
the day's ramble. If he acts prudently, however, he does not fire at 
them, even should they rise well within distance, for fear of disturbing 
larger game ; but makes a point of remembering the spots which the 
birds frequent for a. future occasion, and probably the day before he 
moves hb camp to some other quarter, he has a turn at the pheasants. 
I have found by experience that the best way of acting, to meet with 
success, ia to adopt the following plan ; take three or four men or boys 
with you, and make them walk in a line with and above you, at about 
fifty yards or more apart. The farthest beater from yon, who should 
keep along the brow of the hill you are driving, should be rather in 
advance of his companions ; you yourself skirt the edge of the forest 
below, and when a moonal ia flushed out of the grassy nullahs above, 
he will come rocketing down, and, if you use straight powder, falls with 
a crash among the rhododendron bushes below, giving an opportunity 
to your dog to distinguish himself. 

One day in 1869 I killed five old cock birds and two hens in one 
morning, besides missing several others, but that was unusually good 
work. One of the birds I recollect was flushed quite a quarter of a 
mile above me, and came down hill straight over my head at a most 
tremendous pace ; aiming fully a yard in front of him, I let hhn have a 
dose of No. 'A shot, which bad the effect of doubling him up completely, 
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and be fell dowD a great disfance below, to all appearance quite dead. 
M; dog, a tborough-bred Irish setter and first-class retriever, saw the 
performance, and on being told, bounded down the side of the hill to 
pick up the slain. The whole face of the hill was covered with bushes, 
and I sat down to rest and give the dog time to search for the bird. 
I smoked half a cheroot, but still no sign of dog D^h, so I gave him a 
call. The faithful animal answered me by harking far down the khad 
below. I waited for a few minutes, aud then, becoming impatient at 
the waste of time, called to the dog a second time ; he immediately 
commenced harking again. This was moat unusual conduct on his part, 
and as he seemed determined, for some reason of his own, not to return 
to me, I at length made up my mind to go to him and see what was 
the matter. I made my way down hill for 150 yards or so, and 
presently saw through the buah^s the red coat of my setter with his 
tongue hanging out of his mouth; he was seated under a very thick 
thorn bush, with his Vhole attention fixed apparently on something 
above. I walked np, and there, about five feet from the ground, 
hung np in a thick branch of thorns, was the dead moonal cock, which 
the sagacious animal had discovered, but would not leave, till by 
barking he had brought his master down to his assistance. 

This pheasant is much sought after, on account of the brilliancy 
of its plumage, by the paharies, who are adepts at snaring it ; and on 
whole ranges of hills, where twelve years ago I saw twenty and thirty 
birds each day that I went out, there is not a single one now to be 
found ; and it is certain, that unless Government establish laws for the 
protection of pheasants and other game, there will soon be none, and 
our glorious hills will have lost one of their chief attractions. 

For the first year, young cock birds are of a hrown w^our, hardly 
to be distinguished from the hens, but get their full plumage the neit 
year. When young, the moonal is an excellent bird for the table, and 
old birds make good soup. I generally brought back six or eight stuffed 
moonal with me after an expedition into the interior. A good specimen 
is always worth preserving and sending home, to he cut up into plumes 
for ladies' hats. I would warn sportsmen to beware of one thiug. 
When removing the skins from an old moonal, do not rest the bird on 
your knees, as I did once, and only once ; better put him on a table or 
stone, for this reason, they nearly always awarm with vermin, both 
large and small, which appear to be charmed at an opportunity of 
changing their quarters. 
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I will conclude my remarks on the moonal pheasant with an anecdote: 
from my hill journal. In September 1869 I was encamped in Gurhwal, 
and one still beautiful evening was sitting outside my tent reading, and 
every now and then looking up from my book to admire a magnificent 
view of the snows directly opposite, a sight I never tired gazing at. 
One of my followers had been sent with a pitcher to a stream below my 
tent forwater,and on returning, as he placed the chattie — or jar — of water 
in the tent, he told me that when going down he had flushed four moonal 
pheasants, which flew into a tree, and that on the return journey ho 
had seen them still there. My khitmughar had informed me only a 
few minutes before that there was but a poor dinner in store for me, 
because the larder was empty. Such an opportunity was not to be 
lost, so, shutting up my hook, I directed the man to show me the tree ; 
he pointed it out, and with my glasses I could plainly discern two of 
the birds sitting on a low branch. Putting half-a-dozen cartridges into 
my pocket, I picked up my gun, and told three of the cooUes to watch 
my movements from above, and to wait till, by tDaking a detour, I 
managed to get below where the birds were ; they were then to form 
line, the two outer men well forward, and attempt to drive the moonal 
in my direction by coming down straight towards me. I made a long 
round, and by taking advantage of the stream I have mentioned, up 
which I walked ankle-deep in water, at length reached the spot where 
I intended to halt in hopes of getting a shot. My men above had 
evidently lost sight of me, for after waiting five minutes or so they 
never attempted to act in the way I had ordered. The tree, in which 
I could see three birds still sitting, was about 150 yards above me, so I 
decided on attempting a stalk, slowly creeping up on my hands and 
knees in full view of the moonal if they had had their eyes open. I 
at length managed to get a clump of bushes between me and them, and 
then rapidly walked towards them j when within fifty yards, the bird 
sitting highest up, on whom I had my eye, discovered me, and, with a 
croak of alarm to his friends, was about to take wing, when (tell it not 
in Gath, but I was in want of food) I knocked him off his perch. The 
other two flew out, not directly towards me, but still within range, and 
a good left barrel sent an old hen splash into the water below. My 
coolies, seeing what had happened, now came running down towards 
me, and to my surprise put up a fourth bird, an old cock, out of the 
grase ; with a loud whistle ho came rocketing over. I just had time 
to close my gun on two fresh cartridges, and fire right and left: The 
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first barrel hit liim hard, and the eeeond dropped him dead within 
half-a-dozen yards from the spot where the old hen was etill lying, 
half covered with water. So I did not manage ao badly ; and, picking 
Dp my three birds, returned home in triumph. 



II.— THE SIMLA HORNED PHEASANT OR BLAOK-HEADED TRAGOPAN 

(AhQUS PhRASANI of SpOBTBMEN). (Cenoma melanocephala, Qbhy.) 

Desceiptios. 

MaU.—Blil, black. Hend, black. Throat, naked, blue and red ; a large round spot 
of red on thu lower part of the neck. Back, wing-coverts, and upper tail-coverts, dark 
brown, Taried wilb fine black, buff, and whitiah tmnsveree markings: at the tip of each 
feather is a round white spot. Neck, red-brown. Breast, deep rich red. Flanks and 
under tail-coverta, Uack and red intermixed, each feather having a round white spot at 
the Up. Tail, nearly black. Legs, reddish brown. 

Female. — Blackish-brown, varied with grey and black, each fenthur bBving a small 
white streak near tbe tip. Legs, grey. 

This beautiful bird is pre-eminent among our Himalayan game birds 
for the richnesa and magnificence of its plumage. I believe that this 
homed pheasant is a variety of the true argus pheasant (Argue gigan- 
tms), which bird is only found in Sumatra, Java, and the county of 
the Malays. The Himalayan argus is altogether smaller in size, and 
wants the long tail of the above-mentioned bird, which has been de- 
scribed by travellers as reaching four feet and upwards in length. 

The Himalayan argus is by far the' rarest of all our hill pheasants, 
and is now, from constantly being snared and shot, seldom met with, 
and then only in the most unfrequented valleys and regions hardly 
ever visited by sportsmen. In fact, a hunter might wander for years 
together In our hills without once coming across the bird. It is 
naturally wary and shy, and, from constant persecution by the hill 
tribes, hides all day in the densest thi<^kets and tangled scrub far 
down in the deep low valleys of the interior, where, without hardly 
ever showing itself in the open, or exposing itself in any way, it can 
yet find its natural food, such as wild fruit, berries and acorns. 
When alarmed, it runs with great rapidity over rough stony ground. 
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and makes its way with sarprising swiftness tlirougli a mass of thorDS 
and bushes where a dog even is sometimee unable to follow, and will 
only take wing when hard pressed. The bird is much sought after, 
both bj Europeans and native hunters, on account of the value of 
its beautiful skin. The latter especially clear whole forests of every 
single specimen ; and about the breeding time, by artfuUy copying the 
call of the cock, these poaching rascals attract every bird within hearing 
to where they are hidden, and so succeed in shooting them. H^any are 
also snared with horse-hair nooses, and caught in traps of various 
kinds. A fine cock bird in full plumage is worth from seven to ten 
rupees, often more, so no wonder the pahai'ies constantly and persistently 
trap them. 

When hunting in the neighbourhood of a small lake about eight 
miles frdm a place called Goonee Bamnee, in Upper Gurhwal, I 
several times came across this beautiful bird. One day I saw four 
together, and within gun-shot, but refrained from firing at them, as 
I was on the look-ont for a gerow stag, and was afraid of echoing 
gun-shots disturbing the large game, being simple enough to imagine 
that I should later, when about to leave the spot, with the assistance 
of a few beaters, be able to get the birds up and shoot them with ease. 
But when I did make the attempt, I failed utterly, on account of the 
great impediments which the beaters met with, and consequently slow 
progress they made in forcing their way through the dense cover, the 
birds rapidly making off without my getting a single shot. 

As I am, comparatively speaking, but little acquainted with this 
bird, I will again take the liberty of quoting at length from ' MouD' 
taineer.* He says : — 

' Its usual haunts are high up, not far from the snows, in dense 
and gloomy forests either alone or in small scattered parties. In 
winter they descend the hills, and then their favourite haunts are in 
the thickest parts of the forests of oak, chestnut, and Morenda pine, 
where the box-tree is abundant, and where under the forest trees a 
luxuriant growth of ' ringall,' or the hill bamboo, forms an underwood 
in some places almost impenetrable. They keep in companies of from 
two or three to ten or a dozen or more, not in compact flocks, but 
scattered widely over a considerable space of forest, so that many at 
times get quite soparated, and are found quite alone. If undisturbed, 
however, they generally remain pretty close together, and appear to 
return year after year to the same spot, even though the ground be 
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covered with snow, for they find their living then on the trees. If 
driven away from the forest by an nnusually severe Btorni, or any other 
cause, they may be found at this season in small clumps of wood, 
wooded ravines, patches of low brushwood, &c., &c. 

* At this season, eicept its note of alarm when disturbed, the jewar 
is altogether mute, and is never heard, of its own accord, to utter a 
note or call of any kind, unlite the rest of our pheasants, all of which 
occasionally crow er call at all seasons. When alarmed it nttera a 
succession of wailing cries not unlike those of a young lamb or kid, 
like the syllable " waa, waa, waa," each syllable uttered slowly and dis- 
tinctly at first, and more rapidly as the bird U hard pressed or about 
to take wing. 

' Where not repeatedly disturbed, it is not particularly shy, and 
seldom takes alarm till a person is iu its immediate vicinity, when it 
creeps slowly through the underwood, or flies up into a tree ; in the 
former case continuing its call till again stationary, and in the latter 
till it has concealed itself in the branches. If severEil are together, all 
begin to call at once, and run off in different directions, some mounting 
into the trees, others running along the ground. When first put up 
they often alight in one of the nearest trees, but if again flushed the . 
second flight is generally to some distance, and almost always down 
hill. Their flight is rapid, the whir peculiar, and when even the bird 
is not seen may be distinguished by the sound from any other. Where 
their haunts are often visited, either by the sportsmen or the villagers, 
they are more wary, and if such visits are of regular occurrence, and 
continued for any length of time, they become so iu a very high degree, 
so much so that it is impossible to conceive a forest bird more shy or 
cunning. They then, as soon as aware of the presence of anyone in 
the forest, after calling once or twice, or without doing so at all, fly up 
into the trees, which near their haunts are almost all evergreens of the 
densest foliage, and conceal themselves so artfully in the tangled leaves 
and branches that, unless one has been seen to fly into a particular 
tree, and it has been well marked down, it is almost impossible to find 
them. 

' In spring, as the snow begins to melt on the higher parts of the 
hills, they leave entirely their winter resorts, and gradually separate 
and spread themselves through the more remote and distant woods up 
to the region of birch and rhododendron, and almost to the extreme 
limits of forest. Early in April they begin to pair, and the males are 
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then more gnneraJly met with than at any other period ; thej seem to 
wander about a great deal, are almost always found alone, and often 
call at intervals all day long. When thus calling, the bird is generally 
perched on the thick branch, or on the trunk of one which has fallen 
to the gi-ODnd, or on a lai^e stone. The call is similar to the one tbey 
utter when disturbed, but is much louder, and only one single note at a 
time, a loud enei^etic " waa," not nnlike the bleating of a goat, and 
can be heard for upwards of a mile. It is uttered at various intervals, 
sometimes every five or ten minutes for hours together, and sometimes 
not more than two or three times during the day, and most probably 
to invite the females to the spot. When the business of incubation is 
over, each brood with the parent birds keep collected together about 
one spot, and descend towards their winter resorts aa the season ad- 
vances ; but the forests are so densely crowded with long weeds and 
grass that they are seldom seen till about November, when it has par- 
tially decayed, and admits of a view through. It feeds chiefly on the 
leaves of trees and shrubs ; of the former the box and oak are the 
principal ones, of the latter ringall, and a shrub something like the 
.privet. It also eats roots, flowers, bulbs, and insects, acorns and seeds, 
and berries of various kinds, but in a small proportion compared with 
leaves. In confinement it will eat almost any kind of grain. Though 
the most Bolitaiy of our pheasants, and in its native forests perhaps the 
shyest, it is the most easily reconciled to confinement; even when 
canght old they soon lose their timidity, eating readily out of the hand, 
and little difficulty is experienced in rearing them. 

' The jewar roosts in trees, and in winter, perhaps for warmth, 
seems to prefer the low evergteena with closely interwoven leaves and 
branches to the latter and larger which overshadow them,' 



III.— THE SNOW PHEASANT OU SNOW COCK {Tetraosallus 
Himalayauit, Qbai). 



A thick heavy-built bird, belonging to the Tetraoaida r&niily ; one of the largest of 
Himalayan game binls. 

Male. — Bill, light brown. Top of head, pule grey nurgined with brown. Lower 
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pat of tfick of neck, grey, minutely freckled with darker grey, tinged with buff; a brown 
spot on each fude of the neck. Back, upper wiog-coverts, and ruiup, grey, freckled 
with black and pale buff; the wing^^overta niai^ned vith buff and reddish brown. 
Tail, freckled like tlie back, with brown tipa. Primaries, whitish, tipped 'nith greyisb 
brown. Throat, whitish. Lower part of neck, whitiBh, barred with black. Breast, whitish. 
Delly, slaty grey. Flank feathers, manned with black and reddish brown. Under 
twl-covert«, nearly white. Legs, pale red. 

Female. — Very similar in colouring of plumage, but smaller. 

I lepeatedly came across the neet of this bird when iu Thibet in 18C3. It buihls on 
the ground, generally choosing a convenie:it hollow on sooie Bl«ep hill-side. I also several 
times saw old ben birds, with large broods of chicks, numbering 12 and 15 in a brood. 

The general sbape of the Huinwal (ae it is called by the natives of 
Upper Gurhwal) more resembles a very large partridge than a pheasant. 
It is a heavy, thick-built bird, but a strong fiyer, and, like the moonal, 
when well on the wing takes a heavy blow to bring it down. I have 
only met with the Snow Cock on bare, rocky hill tops, never in high 
cover of any sort. It is partial to lofty ridges and crags, and often 
the birds assemble in large flocks. Once, below the Neti Pass, I do not 
exaggerate when I say that I saw upwards of fifty together ia one 
pack. 

When after bnrhel, I constantly came across snow pheasants on our 
side of the passes and also in Thibet : in some places they were very 
numerous, and in on t- of- the- way spots tolerably tame; but I seldom 
shot them, except when pushed for food, for at the best of times they 
are but poor birds for the table, having a very strong, unpleasant 
flavour. Moreover, the birds bad nests at the time I am speaking of. 
Several times I came across old ones with young chicks, and one day 
one of my Bbootiahs discovered and pointed out to me an old bird 
under a shelving rock, sitting, doubtless, on eggs. I particularly ordered 
that no one was to molest her ; it was within a quarter of a mile of my 
encampment; but two days after, on passing the spot, the nest had 
been destroyed and, by the feathers scattered about, the poor parent 
bird apparently killed. My followers said that a fox had taken her, but 
1 STispect rather that one of them bad had a hand in the business. 

The huinwal, in the early morning, just at daylight especially, 
utters a soft kind of whistle or cry pleasing to the ear, something like, 
though easily distinguishable from, the call of the moonal. When 
flushed, like the latter also, it utters a succession of loud, rather harsh 
screams. Should a herd of burhel or thar be feeding near, their atten- 
tion ie immediately aroused, as if perfectly aware that the liirds only 
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otter axuHi cries when alarmed ; and one day I remember, afler a most 
fatigning stalk, I lost my chance of a shot at a herd of burhel by three 
BDOw pheasantd rising up in succession at my approach, and with loud 
cries flying directly over the animals I was creeping up to. Suspecting 
what the result would be, although it was quite impossible that the 
wary animals had seen or smelt me, for I was behind a ridge, and tha 
wind blew directly towards me, I waited for a few minutes before again 
attempting to crawl up. On slowly moving forward and looking over 
the ridge, I found that the burhel who, until alarmed by the huinwal 
had been feeding unconscious of danger on ground most favourable for 
a stalk, had crossed a valley below, and were now standing in a group 
on the opposite side, their whole attention fixed in my direction. 
In another minute one of the herd uttered a shrill whistle, and they 
were ofif. 



I\'.— THE CHEER PHEASANT (BtoManus woflicM, HAHDwrcn:). 

DfiscRimoH. 

Male. — Alraat the size of, or mther higer than our Eoglisli cock pheasant. 

Bill wbitieh ; top of head Aesk grey ; neck end breast pole grej ; beck and wing- 
coverta grey-'brown, tranavereely tarred with black, pale buff, or white ; rump, reddish 
brown or rufoiu, ebafts pole; belly, barred with black and rufousi tail, pale rufous, 
broadlj barred with dark browc, iatermingled with black and pale brown. 

The tail iit very lon^ and tapering, and the legs are armed with moderate spurs. 

Fetnale. — Very similar to the male, only more profusely marked with dark brown and 
black ; the ehafls pale. She is rather smaller in size than the cock bird, with a shorter 
tul. 

Next to the tragopan, in mj numerous rambles in the interior of 
the Himalayas I have come across and altogether seen leas of the 
cheer than any other hill phessant. This magnificent bird, with the 
long tapering tail of the true Phawianinm, ia said to be common in 
cert-ain localities. In my first two expeditions to our hUls, though I 
wandered far and rambled over a great extent of country, I only saw a 
few brace of cheer, a solitary one here and there, or perhaps two at a 
time ; but on the third trip, at a place called Permuttie, in Gurbwal, I 
came quite by chance across a number of cheer, and on first finding them 
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on the slope of a, hill clear of brnshwood, but where a kind of long grass 
grew very thick, I mnat have put up over a dozen. I was, however, 
very shaky at the time, having been down several days with fever, and 
shot badly, only killing a brace. The next day I shot two mor? near 
the same spot, one a splendid old cock bird, which I stuffed ; but the 
greater number had made off to other haunts. 

A d<^ is most necessary for this sport. One of the birds that I 
brought down, the old cock already mentioned, was only winged, and it 
took my setter, though a first-rate retriever, fully a quarter of an hour 
to bring him, so close did he crouch and artfully hide himself. 

I am surprised that no attempt has been made to introduce this 
splendid pheasant into English woods and covers. I have never heard 
that it is a delicate bird, or that there is any difficulty in rearing it in 
confinement^ and I should imagine that the English climate vrould be 
well suited for it. It derives its name from the similarity of the bird's 
cry to the word 'cheer.' I consider the cheer the finest among Himalayan 
game birds. As, however, I am able to say but little regarding its ways 
and habits, I once more take the liberty of transcribing from 'The 
Indian Sporting Review ' the very interesting and exhaustive remarks 
of ' Mountaineer ' on the cheer. He says : — 

* It is an inhabitant of the lower and intermediate ranges, seldom 
found at very high elevations, and never approaching the limits of the 
forest. Though far from being rare, fewer perhaps are met with than 
of any other kind, unless it is particularly sought for, always excepting 
the jewar (horned pheasant). The reason of this may be that the 
general character of the ground where they resort is not so inviting in 
appearance to the sportsman as other places ; besides, they are every- 
where confined to particular localities, and are not, like the rest, 
scattered indiscriminately over almost every part of the region they 
inhabit. Their haunts are on grassy hills, with a scattered forest of 
oak and small patches of underwood ; hills covered with the common 
pine, near the sites of deserted villages, old cow-eheds, and the long 
grass among precipices and broken ground. They are seldom found 
on hills entirely destitute of trees or jungle, or in the opposite extreme 
of deep shady forests. In the lower ranges 'they keep near the tops of 
the hills or about the middle, and are seldom found in the valleys or 
deep ravines. Further in the interior they are generally low down,, 
often in the immediate vicinity of villages; except in the breeding 
season, when each pair seek a spot to perform the business of incn- 
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batioQ. They congregate in flocks of from fire or six to ten or fifteen, 
and seldom more than two or three lots inhabit the same bill. They 
.wander about a good deal on the particular hill on which they are located, 
bat not beyond certain boandaries, remaining about one spot for Bereral 
days or weeks, and then shifting to another, but never entirely abandon 
the place, and year after year may to a certainty be foand in some 
quarter of it. During the day, unless dark and cloudy, they keep 
concealed in the grass and bushes, coming out morning and evening to 
feed; when come upon suddenly while out, they run oflf quickly in 
different directions, and conceal tbemselvea in the nearest cover, and 
seldom more than one or two get on the wing. They run very fast ; 
and if the ground is open, and no cover near, many will run two or 
ihree hundred yards in preference to getting up. After concealing 
themselves they lie very close, and are flushed within a few yards. 
There is perhaps no bird of its size which is so difficult to find after 
the flock has been disturbed and they have concealed themselves ; 
when the grass is very long, even if marked down, without a good dog it 
is often impossible to find them, and with the assistance of the best dogs 
not one haJf will be found a second time. A person may walk within 
a yard of one, and it will not move. I have knocked them over with a 
stick, and even taken them with the band. In autumn the long rank 
graAS, so prevalent about many of the places they resort to, enables 
them to bide almost anywhere; but this is burnt by the villa^rs at 
the end of winter, and tiiey then seek refuge in low jungle and brush- 
wood, and with a dog are not so difficult to find. 

* Both males and females often crow at daybreak and dusk, and in 
cloudy weather sometimes during the day. The crow is low and ir- 
regular, and when there is nothing to interrupt, the sound may be 
heard for at least a mile. It is something like the words " chir a pir, 
cbir a pir, chir chir, cbirwa chirwa," but a good deal varied ; it is 
often begun before complete daylight, and in spring, when the birds 
are numerous, it invariably ushers in the day. In this respect it may 
rival the domestic cock. When pairing, and scattered about, the crow 
is often kept up for nearly half-an-bour, first from one quarter, then 
another, and now and then all seem to join in a chorus. At other 
times it seldom lasts more than five or ten minutes. 

' The cheer pheasant feeds chiefly on roots (for which it digs holes 
in the ground), grubs, insects, seeds, and berries, and if near cultivated 
fields, several kinds of grain form a portion ; it does not eat grass or 
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leaves, like all tbe rest of the pheasants. It is easy to rear in confine- 
ment, and might without difficulty be naturalised in England, if it 
would Btand the long frosts and snows of severe winters, which I 
imagine is rather doubtful. The female makes her nest in the grass, 
or amongst low bushes, and lays from nine to fourteen eggs, of a dull 
white, and rather email for so large a bird. They are hatched about 
the end of May or beginning of June. Both male and female keep 
with the young brood, and seem very solicitous for their safety. This 
bird flies rather heavily and seldom very, far ; like most others, it 
generally utters a few loud screeches on getting up, and spreads out 
the beautiful barred feathers of its long tail, both when flying and 
running. It does not perch much on trees, but will occasionally fly up 
into one close by when put up by dogs. It roosts on the ground 
generally, and when congregated together, the whole flock huddle up 
in one spot They will, however, at times roost in trees or bushes.* 



v.— THE KOKLASS OR PUCBAS PHEASANT (Paci-ii.ia Mnc-ohpha, Lesson). 

DEaCKIMTON, 

Male. — la eiie about that of an Eogliab beo pheasant. 

Bill blacli ; top of head brown, with s long crest of g\omj brown and black feathera ; 
cheeks, back of head, and throat, block, tinf^ed with eteel-blue or gloesj green ; under 
the ear a laige pure white spot ; the whole of tbe upper and under parts of the body pale 
greviah brown, each feather having a longitudinal etripe down the centre ; S broad dork- 
brown band from the upper part of tbe throat to the lower part of the belly. 

ToiV.— Rather short, almost wedge-shaped, broad and rounded at tbe base, of a dark- 
brown colour, with some of the feathers tipped with black. 

Xc^t.^Light grey, and armed with rather long and sharp spurs. 

Female. — About 16 icchee from head to end of tail ; latter, 6 inches long ; legs, 4 
inches. Bird stands about 12 inches high. 

Iris, olive colour ; bend, yellow, with small streaks of dark brown along the cheeks, 
extending into a band of same colour, which gradually blends with the light yellowish 
brown on the back of the neck ; throat white, with a slight reddish tinge. Feathers on 
whole of body, abdomen, and back, coloured with short longitudinal streaks of fawn- 
colour, black, and light grey. Primaries reach beyond root of tail, Cftch featlier being of 
a dark brown on its inner half, and reddish yellow on ita outer. 

This elegant bird is far more like the true pheasant than the moonal, 
tragopan, snow-pheasant, or kallige ; and, though adorned with less 
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gaudj plamage than the two first, ia equally handsome, and the varied 
ehEides of colour of the cock bird cannot be surpassed in beauty. It is 
found throughout the middle ranges, and is tolerably plentiful in many 
parts. It does not inhabit the lowest hills bordering the Terai, as the 
kallige does, but is found very considerably higher np than that bird, 
ftnd I have shot it out of the same cover as the moonal at an elevation 
of 18,000 feet. It is especially fond of cypress and oak forests, and is 
generally found singly or in pairs. I have never seen more than fonr 
full-grown birds together at a time. A sportsman often flushes the 
koklasB when on the steep grassy slopes looking for gooral, especially 
if there are oak trees in the vicinity. I have been startled by the bird, 
which when rising makes a loud croaking noise. The koklaas is a 
particularly swift flyer ; more so, I ^m inclined to think, than any other 
of the Himalayan pheasants ; it darts down the side of the monntaina 
at astonishing speed, and requires, when well on the wing, an experienced 
shot to cut it over. 

The' sportsman, on awaking in the early morning, when encamped 
on the uplands to hunt thar, will hear the harsh ' kOk-kSk-pokrass ' 
cry of this bird on all sides, and Pucrtma Macrolopha, when heralding 
the dawn of day in this manner, is generally sitting on one of the lower 
boughs of a cypress-tree. It is in the habit of hunting for food and 
scratching about in search of insects among patches of rhododendron, 
and I have observed it so occupied in close company with the moonal. 
I do not think that this bird approaches villages and habitations like 
the kallige, nor have I ever shot it out of standing corn. They will 
crow three or four together on being startled by a distant gunshot, a 
stone rolling down, or a clap of thunder. 

Two brace is the most that I have ever shot in a day, though 
generally speaking, after driving the khuds with beaters, a few brace 
of koklass are included among the slain. It would, in my opinion, be 
a great addition to our English covers, and I imagine would not he 
difficult to introduce. Moreover, such a splendid flyer, as the bird 
undoubtedly is, would put the shooting of even first-class shots to the 
test. The koklass is not to be excelled as a bird for the table, and 
in flavouT much resembles our hen pheasant. 
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VI.— THE WHITG-CRESTED KALLIOE PHEASANT {Galkpluimt albo-eruUiltu, 
ViaoBs). 

Description. 

Mnk. — flenenl Bhape mora like & fowl thftn & pheaaant. Is size tiboat as large aa out 
hen pheasant, but thicker and broader acroaa &e body. 

^U nearlj white, ctirved, and sharp ; top of head blackish-purple, with a long creet 
of grejish-white feathers ; back, blackieh-purple ; rump, blackish-purple, edges of each 
feather nearlj white ; primaries, blackish i breast, belly, and all the under parts pale grej, 
feathers pointed ; tail, which is much curved, blackish-purple ; legs, nearly black, armed 
with long and formidable spurs. 

FemaU. — Smaller than male ; colour brown ; the margins of the feathers pale rufous ; 
tail, nearly black. 

This well-bnown bird abonivls Uirongbout the lower and middle ranges 
of the Himalayas, from the Terai forests, at the foot of the moantaioB, 
up to about 8,000 feet ; I hare occasionally found it even higher. Its 
favourite habitat is among thick chimps of bushes and shrubs near the 
banlis of rivers, in low valleys through which streams of water run, and 
on the slopes of hills where there is plenty of low bush cover, especially 
thorny thickets bordering on cultivation; in the early morning, the 
vicinity of an old deserted cow-shed is a sure resort of this bird, if 
anywhere in the neighbourhood. I have flushed this pheasant and the 
common red jungle fowl from the same description of cover at the foot 
of the hills. The call of the bird, which may be heard at all times of 
the day, is a sharp * twut, twut, twut,' sometimes very low, with a 
long pause between each note, then suddenly increasing loudly and 
excitedly. Generally speaking, when uttering this cry, which at times 
might be mistaken by anyone unacquainted with it for that of some small 
bird, the kallige is alarmed by a prowling majten or hawk hovering over- 
bead — perhaps a dog — but still oftener it is heard when a pair of cocks 
are about to engage in mortal combat, a very common occurrence, for, 
without exception, the kallige is the most pugnacious bird that I am 
acquainted with ; and I have shot old males with their heads battered 
like game-cocks from constant fighting. 

Tliis pheasant, like all Himalayan winged game, more or less, is a 
great runner, and the sportsman, when once he has been observed (and 
the bird ba!i a particularly keen eye for danger} will seldom be able to get 
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a shot without tlie assistaDce of a dog, so quickly does the kallige dive 
into the thicket, and, stooping, make its way over stones and very 
rough ground at surprising speed. In my opinion, the best dog for 
tliis sport is a good bustling spaniel, not afraid to face the densest 
cover, and who will not hunt too far away from hia master. I once 
had a common sort of terrier named * Snip,' who was at last carried 
o£f by a sneaking leopard, as already related; he was anything 
but a sporting dog in appearance, but a first-class one for flushing 
pheasants, and enjoyed the fun exceedingly. He had an excellent 
nose, which enabled him to hunt wiih great rapidity, so that the birds 
were at length compelled to take wing, so hard did the bandy-legged 
little dog push them, giving tongue all the time, by which means his 
master below knew exactly in which direction the pheasant or pheasants 
were making, and posted himself accordingly in readineas for a shot; 
and by acting conjointly in this manner we brought many a brace to 
bag. Not unfrequently a cunning old cock, instead of taking wing at 
one; when the dog is close upon him, has a provoking habit, most 
irritating to both dog and master, of flying up into a tree, making a 
prodigious clucking the while, and at the same time has a look 
round to ' see if the coast is clear : ' the bird in this manner often 
observes where the gun is posted, and then takes wing ia a safe 
direction. 

The kallige pheasant when alarmed will generally fly down the 
khud, and will often take along the side of the hill. Though it will 
run, yet it hardly ever will fly up-hill. Its speed when well on the 
wing is amazingly swift, quicker frequently, I am certain, than any 
rocketer out of an English cover. Moreover, it will take a severe 
blow without coming down j and a winged bird, should it fall into 
thick cover, might just as well have been missed clean, excepting, of 
course, if the sportsman has a retriever with him. Even then I have 
seen the best of dogs baffled, so cunning and swift-running is this 
bird. 

The kallige pheasant has many enemies ; he is shot off pretty close 
by English sportsmen in the vicinity of our hill stations, who, I am 
sorry to say, are not always particular about the time of year for 
pheasant shooting, which is a great pity. The bird is constantly bullied 
by eagles, falcons, and hawks ; the pine marten is another deadly 
enemy, especially during the nesting season, and lastly, and far worse 
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than all Termin put together, there are in our hill stations a set of 
rascals who call themselTes shikaries, and -who are constantly In the 
habit of peetering Englishmen to avail tbetnaelvea of their services as 
guides into tlie interior on shooting expeditions. These men have 
gnus, and &otn one end of the year to the other — even when the birds 
are nesting or have young chicks just out of the eggs — make a perpetual 
practice of shooting them whenever they can manage to sneak up for a 
shot. I am sorry to say that in hill stations our ladies, quite un- 
wittingly, I am certain, so far encoura^ these poachers that they 
purchase the birds for their dinneivparties when brought round for 
' sale, never thinking at the time that the game is out of season and 
unfit for food, and perhaps that the hen pheasant Just bought was that 
same morning covering a brood of chicks, now left to die for want of a 
mother to rear them. 

It is not unusual to come upon eight or ten, sometimes more, of 
these birds all feeding together; but they never pack during the 
winter months, like the moouaJ or snow-cock. When not bullied by 
the hill men, they will come close up to the backs of villages, especially 
if there are fields of corn at hand. 1 have shot them out of standing 
crops when the fields are situated near the jungle. The female has 
her nest on the ground under some rock, or at the foot of a hollow 
tree, I remember finding a nest, at the foot of a giant Deodara. 
within ten yards of my tent, when encamped near Mussoorie. We had 
actually halted at the spot for three days, with two dogs always running 
about, and no one had observed the nest, till, one morning as I was 
strolliug out, I caught the eye of the old hen aa she crouched on her 
eggs. She generally lays, I believe, from twelve to fifteen eggs— there 
were only ten in the above-mentioned nest — rather smaller than our 
pheasant, and almost white in colour, if I remember rightly. The 
traveller in the hills, when passing along the winding paths on the 
sides of the mountain slopes about spring-time, will, if he is an ob- 
server, occasionally hear a peculiar drumming noise, which is made 
by the male kallige pheasant — and only by this genus, I believe. The 
bird makes this noise by a rapid motion of its wings gainst the 
body. 

Tn 1864 1 was encamped at a place called SunkOt, one march beyond 
the Pindur river in Gurhwal, in those days a good spot for general 
shooting, tliongh I believe the jiinglea in the neighbourhood are now 
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almost destitute of game. I made 'a lengthened halt, as the tracks of 
game in the neighbourhood were numerous. When on the look-out for 
gerow one day, we came across a pool of water in a very out-of-the-way 
place. The weather had been very hot and dry of late, and although 
there was only a puddle of dirty water left, yet by the scores of foot- 
prints of all sizes, from the huge gerow to the tiny kabur, and some 
of them seemingly quite iresh, it was evident that there was game 
about somewhere, although we, in the daytime, could find but little, as 
our attempts at stalking for the last three days had been fruitless. 
We agreed that in the evening we would hide in the foliage of an old 
oak close by and watch the water. About five o'clock, in company with 
a hill man, I clambered up. We had been sitting motionless for I 
suppose half an hour, when I was startled, all of a sudden, by the loud 
drumming noise I have already described close at hand. The sound 
came from behind, and on looking over my shoulder, my companion 
with a smile pointed out the ' drummer.' An old cock kallige was 
squatting on the stump of a fallen tree, and, with its feathers all 
ruflBed and tail spread, was causing this extraordinary sound by rapidly 
beating its wings against its body. However, on this occasion the 
mancBuvres of the old charmer were of no avail, for not a single hen 
bird put in an appearance ; and presently he bopped down and dis- 
appeared. About ten minutes after, I shot a fine buck kakur from our 
ambush. 

I have been told, and believe it to be the case, that this pheasant is 
by no means the hardy bird that the tragopan, moonal, and other rarer 
varieties, are well known to be. The fiesh is exceedingly good, and it 
is one of the best of hill birds for the table. 

There are two rarer species of kallige pheasant found ip our hill- 
ranges of North-Eastern Bengal, both of which I have had the good 
fortune to procure and carefully examine. The first of these, G. Bore- 
Jteldii, I by chance obtained when crossing the Cossyah Hills, in October 
1865, between Cherra Poonjie and Gowhatty. I shot six birds near a 
halting-place called Nunclow, when to my surprise, though seemingly 
on the wing the same bird that I had often met with before in the 
Himalayas, I at once discovered, on picking up the first one shot, that 
it differed from the common kallige, though very similar in shape, size, 
and general appearance, for the crest on the head was black instead 
of white. In other respects it appeared to correspond exactly with 
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the common kallige pheasant. The second species, G. melanottu,' I 
met with when <.n service in BhoOtan in the month of April 1865. 
I shot nine birds iltogettier on the low ranges of hills near where 
my regiment was encamped at Bala. 

In general appearance, habits, call, and manner of running off when 
alarmed, these pheasants much resembled the common white-crested 
species, but both plnme and ramp were black, hence the title of black 



Once on the march along a low valley in our hills, witli my gun on 
my shoulder and dog * Dash * at my heels, 1 halted for a few minutes 
where a stream of water trickled down the hillside for a drink. While 
quenching my thirst, the ' twut, twut, twut ' of a kallige pheasant close 
above took tiie attention of my four-legged companion, who, with ears 
pricked up and tail going, looked up iu my face, and with his brown, 
intelligent eye asked, * May I put that fellow up for you 9 ' I motioned 
the dog on, and off he went. I stood back in readiness for a shot ; but ' 
presently was astonished to hear a cty as of pain from the dog, followed 
by a series of yelps. It at once came across my mind that a leopard 
had got hold of him, so, dropping in a pair of ball cartridges in the place 
of those loaded with shot, I went to the rescue. After scrambling for 
ten or twelve yards through the bashes, I saw my setter coming towards 
me, and behaving in an extraordinary manner ; he was snapping right 
and left, and stopping every moment to bite himself. I stood amazed 
at such unusual conduct, and until the iaithful creature came close up, 
was quite at a loss to understand what could possibly he the matter to 
account for snch strange behaviour. Then when within a yard or two 
I saw what had happened ; the dog's head was one mass of enraged 
bees, stinging him fearfully, and driving him to the verge of madness. 
There happened to be a large pool of water below. In a moment I seized 
hold of * Dfish,' flung him into the deep water, and then took to my 
heels, for the vile insects had already turned their attention on me. 
Polling my coat-collar up, and striking right and left with my hat, I 
ran for some distance, till my enemies at length desisted from following 
farther. I had been stung severely on the neck and iace, and had not 
my coat been very thick and closely buttoned up, should have suffered 
still more. On whistling, my dog presently joined me, looking very 
fcolisb, poor brute, evidently in great pain, and he was nearly blind 
for several days after, but soon recovered. As it was, I consider 
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that we were both fortunate to escape as we did, for these wild bees 
are extremely dangerous to meddle with. I did not go back to look, 
but suppose that my setter, when eagerly following up a pheasant, 
had run headlong into or brushed against a bees' nest probably hanging 
from a bush, and had brought the enraged inhabitants out on his 
devoted head. 
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CHAPTER 111. 
INDIAN PARTRIDGES. 
I.— THE BLACK PARTRIDGE (Fi-antolintu vufy, 



Now Bwept the hawk deslriictive through the sky, 
Parrot dot fniDColii) was left on high. — ANTXB-i-SvnAiLf. 



Description. 



ifale. — Dill, rather lon^; hiack. Topofheaii, black, each feather margined irith nifous. 
Back of head, black spotted with white. ]3ack of Deck, chestnut brown ; below this it is 
black spotted with wbit«. On the lon-er part of the neck the centre of eAch feather is 
black encircled with pale buff, and margined with pale brown. The scapulars and uppet 
wing^-COTerts are the same. Back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, transyereel; barred with 
black and white, tjnged with grey and rufous. Secondaries and primaries, rich rufous, 
spotted and haired with black. Eais, white. Throat and breast, black. A broad chest- 
nut band on lower part of neck. Sides of breast, flanks, and lellr, black spotted and 
marked with white. Vent, reddibh-brown. Under twl-covert*i, dark brown. TeuI feathers, 
black. Legs, pale red ; has short rounded spurs. 

Femalf. — Altogether wanting the bright gaudy plumage of oiale bird. Throat, breast, 
belly, and under parts nearly white, transversely barred with black and brown. Under 
tail-coverts, brown. Tail, black. 

Without exception, in my opiDion, the plumage of the male of thia 
heautiful francoHn is more lovely than that of any other game-hird. 

Naturaliats have, I believe, pronounced the block partridge of India 
and the common ^ancolin of Southern Surope to be identical. I have 
examined stuffed specimens of the latter in museums, and could not 
perceive a shade of difference, either in form or feather, between the 
European and Asiatic birds. 

I believe that no attempt has ever been made to introduce thia 
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most beautiful game-hird iuto England, though I venture to saj that 
the first fair trial would prove aocceasful. Among other reiisons that 
maj be pointed out in favour of this assertion I may mention the 
following: — 

The francolin is a hardy birdy well able to withstand our hottest and 
driest summers or coldest winters. I think that this is fally proved by its 
inhabiting such opposite extremes of temperature as the plains of India 
and the upper valleys 'of the Himalayas. It is a bird suitable for 
preserving, not being easily scared, or when flushed given to taking 
long flights. It is not a quarrelsome bird ; and finally it ia a bird that 
subsists on grain and insects, everywhere procurable, even in the least 
cultivated parts of England or Scotland. 

Though somewhat given to running before dogs, yet the black 
partridge is not nearly eo incorrigible and annoying to the sportsman 
in this respect as the French red-leg ; and I have known it lie ex- 
tremely well and afford excellent sport. 

In spite of statementa to the contrary, I believe that the black 
partridge of India never perches or roosts in trees, though, strange 
to say, the painted partridge, a bird very closely allied to the black, 
constantly settles in bushes, and in the Central Provinces, I have 
often flushed the painted species out of low shrubs. It is the general 
similarity of appearance between the black and painted that, I believe, 
has given rise to mistakes and constant disputes among sportsmen on 
this point. Painted partridges are often erroneously called blacks, 
and vice versd. 

Once, when marching through Eumaon in the Himalayas on my 
way north, I saw a black partridge actually settled on a tree, but 
it was nnder most exceptional circumstances. I happened to be 
passing along the side of a khud or steep hill, the grass and bushes 
on which had been recently burnt by the hillmen. The whole &ice 
of the moimtain had been on fire, I suppose, about a month before, 
and not only had the old grass been utterly licked up by the flames, 
but a great number of splendid fir-trees full of turpentine, as they always 
are, had been destroyed, so that nothing but charred stumps remained. 
The young grass had sprouted again, but the trees were entirely rained; 
and while wandering along the path with my dog and gun, the cry 
of a black partridge presently attracted my attention. It is the habit 
of the cock bird, when uttering this strange, grating call, to perch on a 
rock, stone, the fop of an ant-hill, or some other elevated position ; but 
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on this occasion I distinctly saw the bird on the top of the burnt 
stump of a fir, about six or seven feet from the ground : this, however, 
conld hardly be called settling or perching in a tree, for there were no 
branches, twigs, leaves, or foliage of any kind; nothing but the main 
stem, rendered block by the flames. I attempted to get a shot, but the 
bird took wing when iar out of range, and I did not follow it. But 
to return to our subject. 

Old Indians tell as, and with truth, that thirty or forty years ago 
the black partridge was much more plentiful than now. It is the old 
story — unreasonable men, not content with good sport, must go in for 
slaughter, and have so persecuted the poor birds, by repeatedly shooting 
them at all times of the year, that their ranks are now much thinned 
in comparison with former times. I remember reading in the ' Old 
Bengal Sporting Magazine,' of one ' Gnnga Brown,' a giant Nimrod 
in the good old times, and a splendid shot I have been told, who, not 
once, but over and over again, shot seventy brace and upwards to hia 
own gun in a single day, over ground famed for blacks, between Lahore 
and Mooltan. Such slaughter as the above is unreasonable, and no 
wonder the poor blacks have suffered. I think I may safely say that 
in our times no sportsman, however good a shot he may be, and armed 
with the best of breech-loaders, could anywhere make such a bag as 
the above, and that half that number of birds to three or four guns 
would be considered first-rate sport. 

There is good black partridge shooting in various parts of Northern 
India; for instance, in the Dl-oon, Baraitch in Oude, and parts of 
Bohilkund: especially to the east of Philibheet. Some of the best 
shooting I have had has been in Assam, where it abounds in certain 
parts, especially in the sandy islands and grassy banks of the Berham- 
pooter. I also shot it on two occasions in the Cossyah hills, but it 
was nowhere common on the eastern frontier. The bird is common 
throughout the Himalayas, from the foot of the mountains to high up 
close to the snow passes. I have been informed that it has been shot 
beyond our frontier, and over the snowy range in Thibet. In our hilia 
it keeps to the valleys, in the vicinity of fields and cultivation, and 
not far from villages, but is nowhere in great plenty. In the plains, 
the usual resort for blacks is in high feathery grass bordering on 
jheels or rivers. The Hindustani name for this high grass is ' surput,' 
i,e. level with the head. It is frequently called tiger giiiss, on 
account of its often affording concealment to tigers. The mention of 
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this high fealherj grass reminds me of an anecdote I once heard, which 
is chamcteristic of its kind. 

An Anglo-Indian waB once dilating on the extraordinary height 
that certiiin tinds of grasses reach in parts of India, and remarked 
'that when standing up in a howdah on the back of an elephant, he 
had often seen the tips of the grass reach higher than a level with his 
hat.' There was not the slightest exaggeration in this statement, aa 
anyone who has visited Assam and ridden an elephant through the 
dense grass jungles bordering the Berhaoipooter can testify. But 
among the audience there happened to be one of those clever gentle- 
men who live at home at ease in old England all their lives, and who 
delight to criticise statements made by travellera, and express their 
unbelief on subjects about wjiich they know nothing whatever; and 
here was a 6ne opportunity for the display of his wit. So waiting 
till our friend had concluded hie account of the extraordinary height 
of this Indian grass, he sarcastically observed, ' And pray. Sir, what may 
have been the size of the obasshoppebs ! ! ' 

Low sandy islands, covered with long feathery grass and a kind of 
bash common on the banks of rivers, such as the Jumna, Ganges, and 
others, called *jhow,' are likely to hold these birds. They feed 
chiefly upon com, various seeds, white ants and other insects, and 
ottea may be put op close behind villages, in a patch of sugar-cane, 
dhal, or castor-oil plants, especially if there are fields of com and 
mustard hard by. I am afraid at times they are not very choice 
feeders, though not nearly so bad aa the grey in this respect. 

I httve never been able to discover a nest of the black partridge. 
The hen bird is very cunning in choosing a spot to lay her eggs. 
Jerdon says that she breeds from May to July, laying ten or twelve 
eggs. 

I have said that there is a great similarity in appearance between 
the black and painted partridge. It is an extraordinary fact, but 
nevertheless true, that in no case are these two, though far and widely 
spread, found in one and the same jungle. There may be exceptions 
in Bombay and Madras, but I believe that I am correct in stating 
that it is not the case anywhere in Bengal. All through Bundel- 
kund the painted partridge is plentiful, but there are no blacks; the 
same thing is the case in many parts of Gwalior and the Saugor 
country. On the other hand, black and grey partridges constantly 
associate, and, generally speaking, some of both species are shot in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TEE BLACK PARTKWQE. 279 

B da^'s sport. The kyah partridge is also frequently found in company 
with the black variety. 

A black partridge, wheu- flushed in high grass, rises perpendicu- 
larly like a pheasant, till clear of the cover, and then makes off, flying 
horizontally, offering a fair and pretty shot, though the bird is by no 
means difficult to knock over, and does not require the blow that the 
grey does to bring it down. I have had very pretty shooting in the cold 
weather in the early mornings, with half-a-dozen coolies or so, at black 
partridge, at the same time bagging some jungle fowl, quail, grey par- 
tridge, &c. The sportsman should carefully beat fields of mustard, or 
other com, but the former especially if skirting high grass jungle. In 
the early morning, the birds issue out about sunrise from the thick 
cover, and feed in the fields. The sportsman himself should keep on 
the edge of the jungle, putting his men in a line with him, stretch- 
ing across the khets, or fields. When a black or any other kind of 
feathered game is flushed by the coolies, it will be certain to make 
for the high cover, and in doing so offers a fine crossing shot, hardly 
to be missed if the gun be held well forward, for the pace of the bird is 
swift. 

The birds do not keep together in coveys like our English par- 
tridges, but rise singly or in pairs. 

The cry of the black is a most peculiar squeaking note, heard 
in every direction in the early morning during certain months of the 
year, especially near the hanks of the Ganges, Jumna, or other rivers. 
Some one in the old Bengal Sporting Magazine declared that the 
sound resembled the words ' Be quick, pay your debts,' and so the cry 
does exactly. The Mussulmans say that the cry is ' Khoda teree 
kudrut' (God thy protector), which also is very like the call of the 
bird. The cry may be heard a very great distance on a still day, and, 
as with the com crake, I have been puzzled sometimes to decide 
in which direction and how far off the bird was. Sometimes in 
the hills when very high up, and overlooking villages and corn-fields 
far below, I have heard the call of this bird when upwards of a mile 
off. The black is not the pugnacious bird that the grey, chikor, and 
others of the Ferdix species are well known to be ; his short, diminu- 
tive spurs wonld, I imagine, be of little assistance in a fight. In India 
I .have seldom seen hiai shut up in a cage, though the bazaars are 
full of shrieking -greys; and in the hills ehikor are also favourite 
pete. 



Digitized byGOOgle 



28o THE QAME OF BENGAL. 

The black partrid<^, though of such magnificent and gaj {damage, 
is a poor bird for the table ; the flesh is white, and with but little 
flavour. 



II.— THE PAINTED PARTRIDGE (Fronco/mwjnWiu, Jaed and Sei-by). 

Ha VINO unfortunately lost iny notes of measurement, colouring, Ac, of 
the painted partridge, I borrow Jerdon's accurate and exhaustive 
description. 

Jbrdos'b Dejcbiption. 

ilfn/e.— Forehead, lares, lacQ, brood supercilium, and eaiscoTert*, ferruginous cheelnut; 
the top of the held dark brown, with pole edgings ; the neck all round pale ftrrugiaous ; 
the upper part of the bftci and scapulars, de:-p brown, the feathers edged laterally with 
creamy white, and this gradually pasaing into the markings of the ninge, which are 
chestnut, with black bajids ; the lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverta are beautifully 
marked with undulating lines of black and while ; tail, deep brown, the feath<!rs finely 
ciosG-barreJ at their base. Beneath the throat is white, with longitudiual dark lines ; 
the whole of the rest of the lower eurface variegated black and white, each feather 
being white, with two dark cross-bands, and the shaft and tip black ; these dark faonda 
)lTadually narrow towards the vent; under tail-coverts, chestnut. The feathera of the 
flankandsideBoftherumparetingedwithpaleferriiginous. Bill, blackiab. Iris,dark brown. 
X<ega, yellowish red. 

Length. — 12 inches. 

Wing. — 6 inches. 

Totf.— 2J inches. 

Tarm». — IJ inches. 

Weight.— \\ to 13 ounces. 

FanoU. — Difiers in having a somewhat ferruginous tinge beneath ; and in the throat 
teing nioie or lees lufous. 

In speaking of the blook partridge, I have already stated that I 
believe it never perches, roosts, or settles at all in bushes, but the 
painted partridge most undoubtedly does. I have many times flushed 
it from low bushes, and am most positive on this point. The painted 
partridge is very common in the neighbourhoood of Jhaosie, LuUntpore, 
Saugor, and Jubbulpore. It loves to inhabit low scrub and bush jungle 
growing on rocky undulating ground, with streams of water not far 
off. I have often flashed and shot it in the early morning out of 
fields of corn near the above description of jungle. I have never shot 
the pa:nted species out of wavy grass such as the black partridge 
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conatantl; inhabics ; possiblj the former bird, in certain ports, may be 
found in this kind of cover, but such ia not my experience. 

The cry or call of tbe two birds, though somewhat of the same 
* squeaky ' description, is quite different, and easily to be distinguished 
tbe one from the other. The traveller passing through Bundelkund 
will, in the early morning, hear the ' tee, tee, teeturay ' of the painted 
partridge in every direction. The bird, when on the wing, very 
much resembles the black partridge ; in fact, the hen birds are hardly 
distingnishable the one from the other at a moderate distance. It 
offers a pretty, though not difficult shot, and does not take a hard 
blow to bring it down, like the grey partridge. As with the black 
partridge, the cock bird, \vhen. uttering its peculiar grating call, will 
be found perched on the top of some rock, stump of a tree, or other 
prominent position. 



III.— THE GREY PARTRIDGE (Orli/ifontu ronliceriana, Qmslts). 

DBaCEIPTION. 

About the size of, or peihape a little la^;er thao, our English partridge, but totally dif- 
ferent in hnbita, although somewhat of a general uniilarity la appearance. Tbe cock, 
however, bas no hoise-ehoe mark on the breoat, and the Indian partridge has long, formid- 
able Hpiire. 

Atnle. — Bill, dork brown ; feathers at base of bill, pale brown. Top of head, rufous, 
paler over the eve. Upper and lower part of neck, acapidars, wing-coverts, rump, 
and upper laU-covertB, greyish brown, tramveisely barred with pale rufoua and b''own, 
richer Iwown on scapulars and wings. Ghee'.is, yellowish brown. Throat, nearly white, 
tinged with buff, margined with a dark-brown collar. Neck, breast, and belly, pale rufous, 
tronsvereely barred with dark brown. Under tail-coverta, pale brown. Tail, dark brown. 
Lege, pale red. 

I'emale. — Plumage very similar to that of male. 

I HAVE included this bird in my list of partridges, though by many 
sportsmen it is despised as unworthy of powder and shot, or the rank 
of a game bird ; not that when on the wing it does not offer a fine shot 
which it undoubtedly does, but because the grey is a dirty feeder, 
prowling about at the backs of villages, and is such a skulking running 
sneak, that it will spoil the best and steadiest of dogs in a very short 
space of time. It is common all over the country, and, as I have 
already mentioned, is generally to be found in the neighbourhood of 
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villogeB and cultivation, especially if there ia any tall wavy grass 
growing near, a patch of sugar-cane or castor-oil plant. It is also 
generp.Uy to be met with in ravines and nullahs covered with bushes, 
on the banks of rivers, and in the early morning may be seen search- 
ing for food on the public road. In some parts of the country it in- 
habits tall standing grass, and is flushed in company with the black ■ 
partridge. It much resembles the French red-legged partridge in 
manner and habits, and even surpasses that bird in its powers as a 
runner. 

In the early morning, or towards evening, the grey partridge 
will be found feeding in flelds bordering the jungle, and where the 
crops are tall enough to a6Pord concealment, may be walked up and 
shot with ease. Oflen, hovrever, the cunning bird, having become 
aware of the sportsman's approach, runs with gi^at speed to the far 
end of the field, and escapes into some neighbouring ravine or nullah. 
A good bustling spaniel is of great assistance on these occasions, for 
often, until hard pressed, the grey will not take wing. Usually 
■speaking, when shooting quail in March or early in April, or small 
game at any period of the cold season, several brace of greys are 
included in the bag. 

The call of the bird is lond and enlivening, and may be heard 
early in the morning, in every direction. It is named 'Teetur' by 
the natives, after its cry, which in sound much resembles the word. 
Before comuiepciiig its regular call, the bird utters several single notes, 
beginning low, and gradually rising higher, till at length it makes 
the juugle resound with its lond cry of 'tee-teetur, tee-teetur,' or 
' kuk-leelah,' as some say it more resembles. It is one of the most 
pugnacious of game birds, and the males constantly engage in despe- 
rate combats. Old cocks are armed with sharp and formidable spurs. 
£powing the pugnacity of this partridge, and that the call of a single 
strange male bird will attract all the wild cocks in the neighbourhood, 
natives catch them in great numbers in certain places by means of 
horsc-httir nooses fastened on to a small cage, in which an old cock 
is shut up. The owner, hiding in dose proximity, places the cage on 
the ground in some open spot; the wild birds are soon attracted by 
the 'shouts' of tlie imprisoned one, and gather round to peck and 
strike at him through the bars of the cage, and in a very abort time 
one gets caught round the foot or neck by a noose. The native 
comes forward, releases the captive, and puts him into a basket, 
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and moving to another spot, again puts the cage down, and probably, 
in a short time, with a like result, ao that in the courae of a day 
seveiul birds are captured in thia manner. 

The grey partridge is very easily tamed, becomea familiar and 
impudent, and ia a favourite pet -nith all classes of nativea, aapecially 
among Sepoys. I have seen scores in our regimental lines. At night 
this bird, to avoid jackals, cats, and other vermin, invariably rooats in 
ahrabs or trees, and generally aelecta the prickly babul. I have 
frequently heard them calling from their roosting-perchea morning 
and evening, and for that matter have before now, attracted by 
the call of the bird, walked up to and shot them as they flew out, 
and on bright moonhght nights it is not unusual to hear grey 
partridges calling from bushes wher^ they have hopped up for the 
night. The flesh is white, hard, and has little flavour; hardly worth 
cooking, in fact, at the best of times. 



IV.— THE KYAH OR SWAMP PARTRIDGE (Orfyjomwirofan*, TEiiMracK). 
Dbscbiftioh. (Talceii ^m a epecimea shot in AMani.) 

J/o/e.— Top of head, pale brown. Bill, bkck. Cheeks, line over and uDdei the eye 
pale buff. Chin and throat, nddisb brown. Back of neck, back, upper wing-coverts, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts, brown, barred tramtarBelj with pale buff and blackish 
brown. Quilts of the feathers, nearly white. Primaries, reddish-brown, darker at 
tbe tips. The centre of each feather 00 the neck, breast, and Danks, marked with a 
broad lon^tudinal streak of white, margined with black, the outer edges being of the 
same pale greyish brown. Shafts, while. Bellj-, pale buff. Under tul-coverts, reddish 
brown. Tail feathers, brown, tipped with pale brown. Legs and claws, light red, armed 
with rather lar^e spurs. 

female. — Very similar to male, but soialler. 

One of the largest among Indian partridges. 



This 6ne partridge is common in certain parts of the country, such 
as Assam, various parts of Bjngal, Philibheet, and other districts. It 
frequents heavy grass jungle bordering lakes, swamps, and rivers, 
never in fact far from water; often in localities impossible for the 
sportsmun to follow on foot, and moreover frequently where such . 
dangerous brutes as tigers, rhinoceri, and buffalo abound. 1 have shot 
many brace of kyoh in a single morning by beating khets of mustard. 
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coni, &c., growing in close proximity to the high grass and reeds where 
the Bwamp partridge conceals itself during the day, and from whence it 
sallies out morniug and evening in search of food amung ihe crops of 
the villagers. 

This bird, like nearly all Indian partridges, is a runner, and some- 
times requires pressing to Hush it. It generally rises with load cries, 
startling the tyro to snch an extent that he Sres in a hurry, and probably 
misses. The kyah is a strong bird, of large size, and a powerful flyer, 
but offers a fair mark when within distance. I have frequently 
shot ^ah and black partridge in the neighbourhood of Tezpore in the 
same day, and from the same cover. Great numbers of the swamp 
partridge are often flushed when beating with a line of elephants for 
tigers, bnSalos, &e., but are usually permitted on 8ach occasions to 
escape, for fear of alarming the big game by the shots. Many sports- 
men of Bengal, especially in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, persist 
in calling this bird ' cbikor/ although I need hardly say that the 
hyah and chikor are totally distinct and do not in the slightest 
degree resemble one another either in appearance or habits. 

The bird is called kyah by the natives on account of its call, 
■which much resembles in sound the word ' kjah.' At certain times 
of the year it is not a bud bird for the table, though it cannot boast 
of much gameness of flavour about it, I often tried to get a young 
bird to bring np, but could not succeed, nor did I ever see one in a 
cage. 



—THE CniKOR {Caecabu (Aukor). 
Dbscription. 



Almost exactly reeemUes both ia size and colour tbe well-known Frencli red-legged 
partridge. I have placed a stuRed chikor befiide a French partridga to compare the 
two, and, with the exception that the latter appeared to be darker about the throat and 
more brown on the back and wings than the former, and differed slightly in one or two 
other pointB, there was a very great eimilaritj between them, and the remarkable and most 
beautiful crosebars on the side were developed much the mme in both. The call of the 
birda ia alike or very nearly eo, hence the name of ' chikor,' given to it by natives, 
■which is the exact eound of the cry. ' 

I BATE only shot the chikor in the Himalayas, and am not able 
to mention any other part of the country where they may be found. 
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In our Himnlajas it freqnents the sides of stony, rocty hilla, interspersed 
'With bushes, especially near fields of cuItiTatiou, and not far from 
water. I have often seen the birds close to villages, and in the early 
morning running along the footpaths in front of me. They teep to- 
gether in coveys, and occasionally collect in large packs of forty or 
fifty birds at a time. The paharies are in the habit of levelling pieces 
of groand for cnltivation, one above the other, like huge steps cut ia 
the side of the hill. These are favourite places for chikor in the early 
morning, and I have seen, one, two, three, and more coveys driven 
down from the hills above, and spread out in the com below. The 
sportsmen have then only to post two or three markers on com- 
mandiug positions, follow the birds down, and slay them. 

I learnt what little I know of chikor-sbooting from a iriend, 

Dr. G e of the Artillery, a first-rate sportsman, especially with 

the smooth-bore. 

A good retriever is extremely useful for this sport, almost indis- 
pensable in fact; for, like his sneaky, running, French brother, a 
winged chikor will often make his escape on rough ground, or at any 
rate give much trouble in recovering, unless a dog is at hand to 
retrieve him. It ia often hard work labouring up and down after 
these birds, especially where they are much shot at, or late in the 
season, when they become wild and cunning in the extreme. 

The months of September and October are, ip my opinion, about 
the best for this charming sport. In August they, generally speaking, 
have not grown to full strength, and should be left for another month. 
A chikor as he comes whizzing down hill, and making a tremendous 
curve at the same time, often offers a difficult shot, especially when 
the sportsman happens to be crossing a steep slope or rocky 
ledge, and can only just balance himself to fire at all. On the other 
hand, like most winged game when flushed, in front and well within 
distance, it is easy enough to bowl him over. Like the black par- 
tridge, this bird also ascends our hUl valleys right up to the snow 
passes ; and once, in Thibet, when in search of hares in some rocky 
ravines, I came across a covey of chikor, and shot five before I had 
done with them. I imagined at the time that these Thibet birds were 
lai^er and marked sUghtly different from those found on oar hills, but 
unfortunately did not preserve a specimen. 

It is a good plan, after driving a covey aboat, when at length yoa 
lose sight of them, to sit down quietly above where you have an idea the 
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birds may be ; probably in a few minates, especially if the covey has 
beea split up, one of tbe lost tribe will ascend a rock, aud swelling his 
tbroat out, begin calling his brethren with full power; and wheu 
once the spell is broken, every bird in the covey will join in, and the 
sportsman then becomes aware exactly where each bird is, and will be 
able to pick them up in succession. I once had a, couple of chikor in 
a cage, both remarkably tame birds. They were given to me by a 
poor hillnmn whom I bod cured, by means of quinine, of a bad fever. 
I did not care for them in particular, as carrying them on the line of 
march was a bore, but did not wish to hurt the feelings of the poor 
fellow by refusing his present. They became so tame that I let them 
out every day in my tent ; they hopped up on the table when I was at 
breakfast in the most impudent manner, pecked at the servants' feet if 
they passed within distance, and made a practice of shufBirig in the 
dust at the door of the tent. One day I was lying down reading, the two 
chikor seemingly asleep, and half buried in two round holes they bad 
made under the table. Presently a distant ' chik, ok, ok, ok, ok,' was 
heard on the hill above from some wild bird ; my two pete at once became 
intensely ox<dted, and running to the door of the tent, with flashing 
eye and i-nffled feather, the cock bird sent back an answer to the 
challenge from the hill-side ; soon came a reply, r.ot from one, but 
apparently half-a-dozen throats. This went on for some minutes, till 
at last I put down my book, whistled to my dog, and went outside the 
tent. About a hundred yards off, on the top of a large rock, were a 
number of chikor, which my tame ones had attracted and betrayed. I 
was in want of some birds to fill up the stew-pan, so went round, got 
several shots, and brought back within a quarter of an hour two-and-a- 
half brace. The chikor in one of the best of Indian partridges for the 
table, and chikor pie is by no means to be despised at any time, even 
by an epicure. 



VI.— THE SNOW PARTRIDGE {Lerv)a nivicoh, noDOBOii). 

DEscRrpnoN. 
A fine bird ; perhaps the largest of Indian partridges. 

Malt. — Bill, red. Top of bead, neck, throat, hack, upper and lower wing-coTorta, 
rump, and t^l, ijanaversely barred with blackish brown, huff, and tinged more or less 
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witb reddieh brown. Brenst, dark cliocolate-brown, each featlier margined vith bulF. 
Primaries, grey-brown. Thifrha, transTersely barred like the back. Under lailnjoverts, 
brown tipf ed with whitiah, and margined with black, Legs, red. 
Female.— Flumtige very ^niilar to male. 

I HAVE constantly come across the snow partridge when shooting thar 
and burhel, in the highest ranges of the Himalayas, and often in large 
coveys, but not wishing to disturb the big game have left them nn- 
inolest^. They were plentiful on the topa of some lofty mountains in 
Gurhwal, above a village called Elauee. I generally found them in the 
wildest and most unii-equented spots, among lofty crags, huge boulders, 
and rocks scattered over the sides of the mountains. I also met with the 
snow partridge, and shot one specimen — too much injured unfortunately 
by the shot to admit of stufiGng — in the Neti Valley, opposite a village 
called Jhelum. There were twelve or filteen birds in this paok, and they 
were particularly wary after the first shot. I came upon them suddenly, 
and being in search of moonal pheasants, with my shot-gun in readiness, 
killed one before the pack dived out of sight into a dense fog that 
surrounded me. At other tiroes T have noticed the bird on the burhel 
gronnd, running in front of me, and their manner much reminded me of 
ptarmigan. They, however, seldom permitted my approaching within 
gunshot, but rose at a distance; and I cannot confirm the statement 
made by one writer, that ' they are generally remarkably tame.' 



Vn.— THE BLAOK-THROATED HILL, OLIVE, OR PEURAH PARTRIDGE 
(Arboricola lorqtitola, Valbncebnjjbb). 

DBSOBtPnOH. 

In figure a round, plump bird. The smallest of Bengal partridges. 
iCTijrtA.— About 10 inches. • 

Male. — Bill, black. Iris, dark gold. Upper part of head, brown or reddiah clieatnut. 
A bar of dark feathers, slightly streaked with white, extending from the Iront of the 
eye to above and below the eyelids. Sides of neck and throat, spotted with black and 
white. A greyish white bar on the lower part of neck. Breast, sbty grey in fronts and 
on each aide, down to the thighs, of grey, striped with reddiah cbeatnut ; each feather 
haTing a white line along its centre. Bock, light olive-brown ; the edges of the feathers, 
block. 'Wing-coverts, biown, mottled with red and with block apots near the points. 
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TerUaiies, l)rowniB}i, with lar^ miind black spot* at the tips. Wings, dark brown. 
Abdoiuen, creamy or pale grayish white, a few of the feathers edged with chestnut. Tail, 
dark brown, abort and rounded. Legs, pale red, witb sholt spurs. 



This little game-bird is common enough in certain loealitiee, fre- 
quenting deep secluded ravines, and is eepeoially fond of dense patches 
of ringall, and where the earth is soft and mouldy. It is seldom seen in 
the open, and immediately on hearing the approach of the sportsman 
dives into the tliicket, and a good bustling spaniel or setter is then 
necessary to make it take wing. The flight is swift and curliDg, and 
generally close to the ground or the tops of the cover. Generally a 
few peurah or wood partridges, ' bunteeturs ' as the natives call theiu, 
are shot in the autumn when a party is out pheasant shooting. The 
call is a soft cry, often heard in the forests of the interior. In the 
early morning, when passing through thick jnngle, I have frequently 
se^tn a covey rauning along the footpath in front of me, but, as J have 
already mentioned, it is very difBcutt without a dog to force this little 
partridge to take wing and offer a shot. 

My notes are so brief and inadequate as to the ways and habits of 
the little penrah, that I transcribe from the ' Indian Sporting Review ' 
the interesting remarks of ' Mountaineer.' He says : — 

'This handsome little partridgeinhabits the forests and jangles, and 
is never found in open spots or in cultivated fields. It is most nume- 
rous in the lower ranges, in the wooded ravines and hill sides from the 
summit to near the base, but does not occur at the foot of the hills or 
low down in the valleys. It is not so common in the interior, but met 
with to an elevation of 9,000 feet. It is rather solitary in its habits, 
generally found in pairs, but occasionally, in autumn and winter, five 
or six will collect together and keep about one spot ; it is a quiet, un- 
suspicious bird. When alarmed it utters a soFb whistle, and generally 
creeps away through the underwood if not closely pressed in preference 
to getting up. Its flight is rapid, oftener across the hill than down- 
wards, and seldom very far, in general no more than eighty or a hundred 
yards. Its food being much similar, it is met with in the same places 
as the koklasB, and both are often found together. Indeed in winter 
in some of the forests of the interior, ai^us, mooual, koklass, and 
kallige pheasants, and the hill partridge, are sometimes all found 
within a compass of fifl^ or sixty yards. I have not seen the nest or 
eggs. It feeds on leaves, roots, maggots, seeds, and berries ; in con fine- 
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ment it will eat grain. In a large cage or enclosure its motions are 
very lively, running about with great sprightliness from one part to 
another. It occasionally mounts into trees, but not so often as a forest 
bird might be expected to do. In the forests of the interior, in spring, 
it is often heard calling at all hours of the day. The call is a single 
loud, soft whistle, and may be easily imitated so as to entice the birds 
quite close. At other seasons it is never beard to call except when 
disturbed.' 



Camp at Goouur Tal. Septeubeb ISC4, 

In former years this little partridge was very abundant in the 
neighbourhood of a small lake called Goomur Tal, situated a few miles 
north of the Pindur river, in Gurhwal. I several tim^ encamped near 
this beautiful spot, and generally shot a few brace of the Black-Throated 
Partridge. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE QUAILS. 

lA'hila the quail clamours for his running mata. — Thomboit. 



I.— THE LARGE OBEY QUAIL {Oaturnix cmnmmat). 

There are several kinds of quail in Northern India, and at certain 
Beasons the birds are nnmeroas tlironghout the country. I am ac- 
quainted with six distinct species, and doubtless there are more. Two 
of thcBe, the bustard-quail and the blue-breasted qnail, are, compara- 
tively speaking, rare, and I shall notice only two among the remainder 
as worthy of the sportsman's attention, viz. the common, and the black- 
breasted or rain qnail ; the bush and button quails are so small as to be 
hardly worth a charge, though I have occasionally shot the former. 

The common quail of India is identical with the quail of Europe, 
and is so well known that it is needless to describe it. It is hardly 
necessary for me to say that the qnail is a migratory bird ; though a 
few brace, I believe, remain and breed here and there, yet by iar the 
greater number come in early in March, sometimes later, stay a short 
period, and disappear as suddenly as they arrive. I cannot tell where 
they come from or whither they go.' In some years the birds are 
exceedingly plentiful, so much so that I am not exa^^gerating when 
I say that one could hardly take a step in corn-fields where I have 
beeu shooting, without flushing one or more. In other years only 
a few appear. Then, again, there are certain localities where, year 

' I have been iDformed on tbu authority of a brother sportsman from the Bombaj 
Presidency that quail come over in large numbers from the AraluaD coast, and that in 
the months of November and December they hare frequently been seen to land at 
Kurrachee in such an exhausted condition as to be almost caught by hand. 
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after year, as witli snipe, large bags ore made ; bnt I maj say that 
I have Derer yet been quartered in the Bengal presidency, at however 
bad a cantonment for shooting, where a bag of qnail might not be 
made. Even at Allaliabad, which is one of the very worat places for 
a apoiisman to be stationed, I could generally manage at the proper 
season of the year to fill a quail-stick. 

At Jhansie I saw sixty brace of quail shot before 9 A.M. by a party 
of five guns, and opposite the Bilkhoosha at Lucknon, on the banks 
of the Goomtee, I shot thirty-three brace of quail in one afternoon ; 
and these bags are nothing in comparison with those I have known 
made in Lower Bengal. 

Quail shooting is very pretty sport ; but when the birds are flushed 
in the open, out of crops, on a dead level plain withont a tree or blade 
of grass to get in the way, and they spring with a chirrnp from under 
the feet of the gunner, as is generally the case, it is in my opinion the 
very easiest of all shooting, and there can be no excuse for a miss under 
snch circumstances. A steady shot should kill five out of six fired at. 
The flight of the quail is very swift; but, unlike a snipe, the quail 
flies horizontally and steadily, generally only a few feet above the cover ; 
and altbongh the speed is great, a charge of No. 8, aimed well forward 
for a crossing shot, or slightly above a bird going straight away, brings 
the little fellow to the ground easily enough. Quail in the north-west 
of India arrive just when the crops are ripening, and the best time of 
all to make a large bag is when the com is almost all cut, with just 
a few patches left standing here and there. I have seen such patches 
literally swarming with birds, and when the line of coolies approach 
the last comer of the crop, the birds rise in dozens, so that the cartridges 
cannot he dropped in quick enough. 

The grey partridge is a desperate runner, and a jungle fowl knows 
how to make use of his legs when suspicious of danger, but the little 
qnail heats them all. I have often seen a large piece of com beaten, 
and not a bird rise till the very last few yards, and then, when closely 
pressed, one after another, perhaps a dozen get np ; these have run 
through the field on hearing the approach of their enemies, and have 
only taken flight when pressed and almost trodden under foot by the 
line of coolies. So remember, young sportsmen, always be most par- 
ticular when quail shooting to beat out carefully the last few yai-ds of 
a field ; and should there be some standing grass, bush, or thicket 
close beyond the last corner -beaten, take the trouble to look them up, 
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for probably some of the little rogues have run across and taken 
refuge in the cover. 

A. poor snipe when winged seldom attempts to conceal himself, 
though I have known jacks do ao, but hopelessly keeps jumping up, so 
that a bird in this condition is far more likely to be bagged in thick 
cover than one that falls dead, but a winged quail is the most cunning 
little rascal at concealing himself possible. I have known them in 
this state enter a rat's hole ; they will crouch under a clod of earth, 
or worm themselves right into the roots of a clump of grass ; in fact, 
in thick cover, without a dog, it is perfectly hopeless attempting to 
search for a bird only winged. 

In the early morning or evening quail abound in sliort growing 
crops, only a few inches high, such as young com or a kind of pulse 
called gram, especially if the field borders on a piece of sugar-cane or 
other high cover, into which the birds retire during the heat of the day. 
They are especially fond of fields of barley or other corn, near wateiv 
courses. In fact, the sportsman in search of quail should always make 
a point of beating crops near water in preference to others where the 
ground is very dry and no water in the vicinity. 

In some parts of the country I have made good bags of qnail out of 
rice-fields, when not too wet at the bottom, and the snipe-shooter, late 
in the season abont February and March, generally at the end of his 
day's sport has sundry brace of qnail, which he has picked up on the 
edge of some jheel or paddy-field, strung on his game-stick. 

The usual manner of shooting quail is for a couple or more guns to 
turn out, vrith a line of coolies between them ; the line should be always 
kept well dressed, or birds will continually rise and make off behind 
the guns. The distance the coolies keep apart should be regulated by 
the kind of cover about to be beaten ; if very thick, only a few feet 
one from another, and vice versd. The men should each be furnished 
with a stick, which they should keep moving in iront of them as they 
slowly advance ; no talking should be allowed, nor a step made after a 
shot, whether the bird falls or not, until the * all right ' has been given 
by the gunner who has just fired and reloaded. It is a good plan 
always if possible to take the same men or boys with you for this kind 
of shooting, as in time they become accustomed and drilled to the work, 
and thus save a deal of trouble. It is sometimes very trying to the 
temper to go out with a lot of coolies who do not understand their 
duties, though probably most anxious to give satisfaction. One, on 
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Beein^ a bird fall, will rush forward, fluahing half-a-dozen quail, and 
incur tbe wrathful diapleaaure of the ^nners. Then when new to the 
work the men will not keep line, in spite of being continually expostu- 
lated with ; 80, as I said before, it is a good plan to procure, if possible, 
the same gang of men for each day's shootiug, and thus save a deal 
of trouble and annoyance. 

Generally speaking, a quail, when flushed and not fired at, or even 
when missed, does not take a long flight, but drops again withiu a few 
hundred yards, and it is always worth wbil^, however numerous the 
birds are, to mark down as many aa possible ; they are such runners 
that you will not find them exactly where they pitch, though probably 
not far oflF. 

A quail is very seldom seen on the ground ; occasiouidly in very thin 
cover I have viewed oue stooping and creeping along like a land-rail in 
front of a line of coolies, but not often ; and I do not once remember 
seeing a quail on the wing that had not been flushed by man, dog, 
hawk, or something of the kind. The birds always, I believe, come in in 
the night. Ihave searched a field through one evening without finding 
a single bird, and happening to pass through that same field not twenty- 
four hours after, have found the crop literally teeming with birds, so 
that one would imagine that they arrived and dropped in a large flock. 
I have seen a whisp of snipe come in in broad daylight, but I never 
yet met with anyone who had witnessed quail arrive in like manner. 

Some kinds of quail keep together in regular bevies — the bush 
quail, for instance ; hut the common large quail are generally flushed 
singly or in pairs, though of course at the end of a field that has been 
beaten through, a number of birds that have been driven together 
rise simultaneously. 

I have met with quail in corn-fields, and very plentifully too, in 
the interior of the Himalayas, not, generally speaking, on the sides of 
the hills, but in broad cultivated valleys. Between Almorah and 
Someser, in Kumaon, there is a valley, wide and flat at the bottom in 
parts, where in some years good sport may be had with quaiL 

The natives net quail in vast numbers and bring them round for sale 
to the residents of our stations to fill up their quaileries, or houses built 
on purpose trf keep and fatten quail as required for the table. When 
the quail have arrived, many hundreds may be purchased for a few 
rupees. The natives keep the birds also for fighting ; they are most 
pugnacious. The only way of preventing those in quaileries from 
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continually fighting is to keep them shut up in pitch darkness, and 
this plan is always adopted. It is a carious fact, I have noticed, that 
most quarrelsome game-hirds, such as the jungle cock, the kallige 
pheasant, or the common grey partridge, are one and all armed with 
formidable spars ; yet the quail, of all birds about the moat eager for 
the fray, has no spurs. Jerdon tellB us that ' the female quail is larger 
than the male.' I was unaware of this fact. 

Bash qnail, as already meotioned, keep together iu large bevies, 
and ore not migratory. They rise all together with loud outcries, hut 
are hardly worth powder and shot. . 

One would imagine, when the natives are cutting their crops, with 
men, women, and children moving about, talking, and laughing, that 
whatever game there was in the neighbourhood would very soon make 
itself scarce ; but not bo with quail. I have found birds iu plenty 
within a few yards of a whole gang of natives, totally indifferent to the 
chattering and noise going on close at hand. Sportamen should be 
very carefnl when shooting near villages, or in fields where the natives 
are cutting their barley, rice, or whatever the crop may be, or accidents 
will happen. I have on several occasions seen the people of the 
country hurt, though never severely, by qaail shot. A native when 
cutting his corn squats down, so that often his white puggree or top 
of his head is jnst below the level of the crop ; d.nd though they may 
be perfectly aware that sportsmen are approaching, they are so heed- 
less and apathetic in disposition that they will not move till a leaden 
shower perhaps stings one of them up ; and then, although not hurt in 
reality, nor able to show a drop of blood, a great fuss is made, till a 
few rupees from the unlucky sahib who fired the shot makes the peace 
again. I must confess, however, that, speaking for myself, nothing 
makes me shoot so badly as people moving about in &ont, or the idea 
that perhaps a native may be concealed in the com somewhere near. 
English sportsmen are sometimes thoughtless and inconsiderate when 
shooting quail, and w ith a line of coolies walk backwards and fiH'wards in 
a field of heavy corn just ready for the sickle, doing immense mischief. 

The little quail has numberless enemies to contend with. I have 
often watched lai^e hawks, especially a fine light-coloured harrier 
[Circus Swainsonii), regularly beating a field up and down, till presently 
he comes over a quail not on the look-out, pounces down, and carries 
him off. Moreover, the natives train their hawks to catch quail. The 
Rajah of Benares, many years ago, had some splendid falcons and hawks 
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for this aport j the falcon nsed for large game-birds, such as floriken 
and wild ducks, was the 'byree' {Falco Peregrinus), and a smaller hawk, 
called the ' Shikra ' {MicronUm badiut), for quail. 

T^e natireB, I have already mentioned, net quail in immense numbers j 
and cats, foxes, and other vermin, continually catch them. 

Quail are favourite birds for the table ; and the little rogses, even 
in a wild state, are as fat as can be ; perhaps as a tit bit, they are not 
equal to a anipe ; but a quail pie, or curry, is a dish for a king. 

There are two very small descriptions of quail, most lovely little 
birds, called ' button quail,' on account of their diminutive proportions. 
They are migratory, I believe, and found in much the same cover, and 
at the same time of year, as the large quail ; but, on account of their 
small size, are not considered worthy of notice by the sportsman. 



U.— THE BLAOK-BBEASTED QUAIL (tWwmir Coromtmddica, Gmelik). 

The black-breasted quail is very similar in general appearance to the 
common quail, except that the black patch on the breast of the male 
bird is strongly marked, and at once distinguishes it from C. com- 
munie : the latter also is rather larger than the former. Jerdon, speak- 
ing of the two quails, says, — 

' The two birds may always be distinguished by a glance at the 
primaries, which are unspolted brown in the present bird (0. Coroman' 
delica), barred in the grey quail.' 

I have often shot both varieties out of the same fields of com in 
March and April, and only became aware of the fact when counting 
the slain at the end of the day, so much alike are the two birds in 
flight and general appearance. 

The tlack-breasted quail is often called the * rain quail ' by sports- 
men, on account of its appearing in great numbers during the rainy 
season of the yeai'. I have in a few hours shot fifteen and twenty 
brace in the neighbourhood of Jhansie during the months of July and 
August. The bird frequents grass and bush jungle more than the 
common quail is in the habit of doing. The call ia a measured * twit 
twit, twit twit,' several times repeated, and the early traveller, during 
the rains, will hear the cry in every direction as he passes through 
grass and bush jangle, with fields of cultivation not far distant. 
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CHAPTER V. 
THE SAND-GROUSE. 



He rained flesh upon them ae thick aa dust: and feathered fuwla like aa the sand 
of the BOA.— Psalm Ixxviii. 28. 



I.— THE LARGE SAND-OROUSE {Iterock* 

DsscKipnoK. 

Top of head, and the vhole of the upper parts pale buff, marked all over with black 
blotches and irregular tranaverae lines. Throat jellovish buff, with a black V-"haped 
mark. Lower part of throat greyish, gradually becoming paler, spotted with black. A 
black bar crosses the breast, bttlow thia a broad band of buff. Belly black. Lower wing- 
coverts yellowish-buff. Primariea grey-brown ; quills brown. Bill brownish-giey. Legs 
leathered. Toes naked, and pale brown. 

A thick-built heavy turd. 

Thib fine bird is very oumerous in some localities of Northern India, 
especially in the Punjab. I first met with and shot it in the Agra 
District, two marches out on the Gwalior road. There were two or 
three plains in the Alljghur district, where in the cold weather — the 
bird is only a winter visitant — a few flocks were geuerally to be found ; 
and I again shot the large aand-gronse in the Calpee District, but in 
nbne of these places were they very nnmerous, as I hare been told they 
are in the neighbourhood of Ferozepore, Umballa, and other of our 
Punjab stations, as also in many parts of Rajpootana. 

The large sand-grouse is a very powerful, swift flyer, and without 
exception will take harder knocks to bring down than any Indian bird 
of its size that I am acquainted with. I once killed five with two barrels 
' into the brown ' of a flock. I was up to my ankles in water, snipe 
shooting, when my companion, some fifty yards off, called ' Look out ! ' 
and then for the first time I noticed a large flight of birds coming 
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etraight towards me ; there was a la.rge stone, most opportune to crouch 
behind ; the grouse came close over, and the next minute my two 
barrels dropped five of them fluttering in the water, and with No. 8 
shot, bat they could only have been ten or twelve yards from me when 
I drew trigger. 

I have invariably found the large sand-grouse a particularly wary 
and wide-awake bird, and seldom feeding on ground where a etalk waa 
feasible. They frequently plough ground in the early inorning, and in 
the heat of the day retire to sandy plains, with here and there patches 
of bushes ; about nine or ten o'clock, they generally make for vrater, 
and fly straight backwards and forwards from their feeding ground to 
the pool or river where they drink, ao that an observing sportsman, by 
hiding beneath the line of flight, may get one or more good chances. 
So cunning were these birds at Allyghur, that attempting to creep in 
for a shot was labour lost, so we made a practice of driving them, 
posting the guns behind bushes and stones, and then sending natives 
round to put them over. Of course our endeavours were often in- 
effectual, but occasionally several brace of birds were killed in this 
manner. One day, in a single drive, I remember a succession of them 
came directly over where three of us were posted, and after a deal of 
banging we picked up seven fine grouse.' 

The lai^e sand-grouse is, I believe, occasionally seen in the LuUut- 
pure district, though I never once came across it ; nor did I ever see one 
during my three years at Jhansie, though I visited every comer of that 
district. It is a most excellent bird for the table. 



II.— THE COMMON SAND-QROUSE (Zi;erocie«*Mw(i«, Tejiminck). 

Dbscriptioit. 
Male. LenfftL-~-Aha\i\, 13 inches. 

Tail. — 4.iiiches, nith two ceotral feathers extendinir 3 inches further. 
Tmti. — Feathered down to feet ; twea bare. 

Upper and back parts of hetid light brown, incliniDg- to yellow round neck and under 
throat. Upper part of breast, light yellowisli-browti, with a thin blackish bar extending 

' In Itajpootana they are usually shot from behind & cart or off a cornel. 
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across from one shoulder to the other. Upper pnrts of winga mottled yellow and 
liglit brawn, the lower ends of the feathers being edited with vandybe-brown, eo as to 
form a aniall patch of epots on tlie shoulder. Primaries long and pointed, like those of 
a wild pigeon, cros^ng each other over the hack when the nings are closed, of a dark- 
brown colour, with their innet halves white just where the; meet on the hack. Tail 
light brown, and two long central feathers nearly black. Dreeet, beneath the black bar, 
of a golden colour, verging into a reddish-chestnut under the abdomen and down- the 
thighs. 

/ViHd/e— Slightly H:ualler than the male, and not so brightly coloured. The spots on 
the shoulders are smfltlor and of a lighter tint, and the white halves of the primaries more 
dingy. Central feathers of tail not so long and tapering as those of cock bird. 

The sexes of thu common eand-grouse differ so much in plumage from 
one another, that they are often mistaken for distinct species. I once saw 
in a museum two cock birds and two hens, classed separately ; and it 
took some time to convince the scientiSc worthy in charge that he had 
coupled the gentlemen a.8 one p&ir of sand grouse, and the ladies as 
another. This sand-grouae ia gregaiious, and about the commonest of 
all Indian game-birds. In some parts of the country they abound, and 
thousands may be seen on a single plain, and I have shot them till 
tired of the slaughter. They delight in sandy plains. They luay also 
be found on stubble-fields and ploughed ground, the latter especially. 
Tbey drink regularly twice a day, about 9 or 10 a. if. aitd again between 
4 and 5 in the afternoon, flying in a direct line from their feeding- 
grounds to the water. The flj^ck generally settles on some sandbank ; 
the birds run down to the water, take a long drink, and after a short 
pause, again take wing. 

The Namaqua partridge of Africa, as described by travellers and 
sportsmen, must closely resemble our common Indian sand grouse. 
Their habits appear to be very similar, and the cry or call of the 
African birds has been said to resemble the words ' pretty dear,' uttered 
at regular intervals, and these words convey exactly the sound of the 
call of the Indian rock pigeon or sand grouse. They are called 
' Buk Teeturs ' by natives, or chattering partridges, and are rightly 
BO named, for the birds are hardly ever silent when on the wing, though 
I never yet heard one of them call like partridges when on the ground. 
The birds are regular grouse, and their small feet are feathered down to 
the very toes. It is extraordinary how difficult it is to distinguish a 
flock of sand-grouse, when crouching down on a plain or ploughed field, 
80 exactly does their mottled plumage resemble the natural surface of 
the soil. I have often marked down a pack, and walked u;) to within 
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twentj yards, and yet for miniites together been quite unable to make 
tliem out. The flight, when the birds are well on the wing, is very 
swift and powerful, and like nearly all the sand-groase tribe, ihey take 
Tery hard blows, often without coming down. When winged they 
never attempt to conceal theroselTea, and I have noticed that when 
they faU in thick cover, dogs have little trouble in retrieving them, ao 
imagine that the scent of the bird must be powerful. 

Very often the sportsman hears the clear * wuk-tee-wuk * of the 
sand grouse high up in the air, long before he catches sight of it 
pnssing over head. As I have already said, the birds when flying are 
seldom if ever silent, and their shai'p-pointed wings, dark under 
plumage, and peculiar flight distinguish them from other game at a 
glance. I have met with good sport by lying up of an evening 
a little before sundown, near some pool of water where grouse are 
in the habit of drinking, and for half-ad-hour or so had capital 
shooting, as they kept coming and going. Like all other game-birds, 
when much persecuted by sportsmen, sand grouse become wary and 
suspicious of danger ; but, unlike the large variety, which are invari- 
ably cunning and difficult to approach, £ have usually found the common 
sand-grouse easy enough to get within shot of. 

In the Jhansie district these birds were exceedingly numerous, 
and I have seen thirty brace and upwards killed in a day. We always 
made a point of turning out to shoot grouse on the 1 2th of August, and 
generally succeeded in making a bag. In Lullutpore, Gwalior, Saugor 
— in fact all over the Central Provinces and Central India — sand 
grouse abound ; but in Lower Bengal, Assam, or such-like conntries, 
they are far less numerous, in many places rare, in others not found 
at all. In the neighbourhood of Allyghur I have seen hundreds of 
them ; also in the Agra district, but in Philibheet sand-grouse appeared 
to be very scarce. Jerdon remarks : — 

' In some parts of the country, as at Mhow and Sangor, most of 
them leave the district after breeding in July, and do not return till the 
end of the rains.' 

I can confirm the above remark, and I made a note to the same 
effect when at Jhansie, as applicable to that district ; but am still at 
a loss to say where ¥terocU» eanuUu retires to during these two or 
three months, for I don't believe they migrate. 

The birds are good for the table, though the skins are tough ; the 
flesh is dark in some parta, white in others. I have seen the nest 
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more than ooce ; tbe hen generally lays her eggs in bare open ground, 
with no attempt at a regnlar nest. When croeeing an arid plain in the 
hot season of 1872, 1, as nearly as possible, put my foot on to a sand- 
grouse crouching on her eggs ; my boot was certainly within ten or 
twelve inches of the old bird, when she fluttered o£F, and until she 
moved I was quite unconscious that I had so nearly crushed her, her 
plumage so exactly corresponded with the nature of the ground. There 
were four eg^ in this nest, of a light greenish-grey colour speckled 
irregularly with brown. 

When in Thibet, during the summer of 1863, I shot a large de- 
scription of eand grouse, Syrrkaptee Tibetanne, which I had never seen 
before ; in fact, I believe it to be peculiarly a Thibetan grouse. I stuffed 
two specimens of this species, and have them still in my collection. 
They are considerably larger than ezustux, neck in front light yellow, 
wings and tail very long and tapering, primaries of wing black, breaat 
dull white much speckled with gray spots or small transverse markings, 
abdomen white. The Hooniahs and Bhootiahs called them 'kok,* 
from the cry of the bird. I should say that they hardly exceeded in 
weight tbe large sand-grouse of the plains ; but they were altt^etber 
longer in the body, and not so thick-set and squat in appearance. X 
only came across these birds once, and shot five ; they were sitting on 
the edge of a pool of water, and allowed me to walk close up to them. 
I remember at the time remarking that tliey appeared to be tired and 
weary, as if they had come a long distance quite recently, and had 
not yet recovered their strength. 



Ill,— THE PAINTED OR BANDED SAND-GROUSE {Fleroclet fatdatM, ScopOLi). 

Description. 

Malt Qroceful in form. Head BmKll. Ohest much roucdBd and developed. 

Bill Ted. Feathers at bAse of bill wbitisb. A black baad acrosa the front part of 
bead, just above the nostrile ; then a whitish band. Top of head pale fawn, etreaked 
with black. Bock of neck grejish buff. Back, upper and lower wingMMverts, rump, 
and tail, pale brown, tranaversely barred with blackiah browu and yellowiah biiff. Wings, 
long and pointed, hut not eo much as P. enittut. Piimarips, brown ; maigins, pale 
buff. Tbicat, reddish buff; lower part of neck grevish buff, edged with a broad band 
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of rich reddish brown, then a narrow pale-yellowish band on the breast, beluw this a 
blackish bar. Beil; and under tail-«overts brownish, each feather having' two hlackiah 
haiB near the tip. The traiisveise bars on the wing white. Legs feathered to toea ; toes 
naked, brownish. 

Female — Altogether of a duller tint than the male, and more spotted on the upper part 
of the body ; minutely barred ocroas the breast and lower parts with black and dingy white, 
and wanting the beautiful bars on the head, winga, and breast of the cock bird. 

This is one of the most beautifully marked game-birds that I am 
acquainted with. 

The only part of India where I have met with it has been in 
Bundclkuod. In the Jhansie district it pas very common. I re- 
member we shot twenty-three and a-half brace of ' painters ' one 12th 
of Aagost within two miles of the cantonment. We generally found 
them on rising ground where covered with rocks and bushes, often 
in regular thick cover, and I have shot this grouse constantly on 
the sides of steep hills covered with thicket, where no other kind of 
sand-grouse would ever resort. 

I have noticed the painted grouse on the wing after sunset, and 
long after other game birds have gone to roost. 

I have described the large sand-grouse as an exceedingly wary 
bird, and the common species is, generally speaking, tolerably cunning ; 
but the painted grouse is one of the most stupid of game-birds. The 
flight is not swift ; and when the bird rises, as it usually does, within 
close range, there can hardly be an easier mark to knock over. 
Moreover, after being fired at, should the bird escape, it will probably, 
after circling about, uttering its peculiar clucking call, pitch again 
within a few hundred yards. Like other kinds of sand-grouse, the 
painted species is well worth procnring for the mess-table; it is an 
excellent bird. 

Th(!re Is a fourth species of sand-grouse which occasionally is met 
with in Northern India, but which I regret to say I have never come 
across. It is called the Pintailed Sand-Grotise (Pterodea alchata). 
Jerdon remarks, in allusion to this bird : 'It is said to swarm in 
countless numbers in Palestine, and Mr. Blyth believes, and with 
justice, that this bird, rather than the Cotumix cnmmunU, is the * quail ' 
of the Israelites. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE BUSTARD, OOBARA, AND FLORIKEN. 



Tb« chase of the Urd requires such caution and patience as would sorel; tr; the temper 
of even a practiasd deei^talker. — WHrra's ' Selborjie,' 



I.— THE INDIAN BUSTARD {Et^otit Edaardiii, Gray). 
Dbsobiptiok. 

Xnlt. Slight. -Piom 3( to 4 feet. 

J9(tf.— 3 mches in length, of a yellowish colour, nearly strught and pointed. 

Jm.— Pile yellow. 

X<^.— About SO inchefl, and yellow. Three toei, with clawa shaped like those of 
common fowl ; no hind too. 

Neck 16 or 18 inches. 

Tiitt— 12 inches. 

Wmgt, broad and rounded, when closed do Dot reach to within 6 inches of t&iL 

Upper part of head, where there is almost a plume, glossy black. Neck, which 
in old cock Inids is covered with long faathara, white, duUer behind than in front. 
A line, S or 3 inches broad, of dark brown feathers, extends acroes the upper part 
of the breast, ^m shoulder to shoulder. Bemainder of breast down to end of abdomen, 
white, mottled with light fawn colour. Back and upper parts of wings reddish, beeuti' 
Mly variegated mth very thin lines of dark brown. Tail the same, but with slightly 
darker tinge. The feathers not unlike those of a turkey. Primaries and lower feathers 
of wing black, with a tjp of white on the end of each featJier ; altogether wanting the long 
moustache of the European bustard (Ofu tarda). 

FentaU. — Contuderahly smaller in size than the male, plumage not so bright The 
feathers on the neck not so long, nor of so pure white, but speckled throughout. 

Thebi: are maoy varieties of Bustard, and among the largest and most 
noble in appearance is tlie Indian. This bird is, in my opinion, the 
king of game birds, and the value of its feathers, its excellence as a 
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bird for the table, and last, though not least, the very great difficulty 
in shooting it, render it a prize to be much coveted ; to stay an old 
cock bustard is or should be the ambition of every young sportsman, 
and an acbieTement otily brought about by perseverance and a know- 
ledge of the habits of the bird : many a sportamab spends the whole of 
his service in India without bagging a single one. 

I first met with the bustard on the road between Mirzapore and 
the Kuttra Pass. I again shot it when marching from Allahabad 
to Saugor. And during my three years' service at Jhanaie, I con- 
stantly came across this splendid bird ; as also in Lullutpore and in 
Gwalior. Between Morar and Jhansie, in the neighbourhood of 
Dubra, there is a plain behind the Dawk Bungalow, a favourite spot 
for bustard. It is common in the Saugor country, and, I have been 
told, in the neighbourhood of Hansi ; occasionally in the Meerut 
district. Once I heard of it at Mozuffemugger. I have never met with 
it in Bengal Proper, Assam, nor anywhere on our Eastern frontier. 
The Indian Bustard is not usually found on the dead level plains, as is 
often supposed to be the case, but frequents low, rocky, undulating hills, 
or high grounds interspersed with patches of bushes and scrub jungle. 

Generally a pair may be seen stalking about together, sometimes a 
solitary one, occasionally four or five ; and I once counted, within two 
miles of the city of Jhansie, no less than fourteen bustard, nearly all 
females, feeding in a field of young corn. The birds are not often met 
with in the hot weather ; they are sometimes seen in the cold season, 
but the best time of all for finding them is early in the ' rains.' After 
the first downpour they may be seen on ground such as I have described. 

The bustard is the most wide-awake and cunning of all feathered 
game, and seldom permits the sportsman to approach within close 
range. The eyesight of the bird is wonderfully keen ; and they will 
hardly ever feed or settle near grass or cover high enough to screen 
an enemy, or to allow a stalk to be made. In attempting to approach 
the birds for a shot, the same tactics as I have already described 
for approaching black buck should be adopted : circle gradually round, 
keep your gun hidden behind you on the off-side from the game, walk 
leisurely, and never look towards the quarry, but so manoeuvre as to 
appear to be passing by and not taking the slightest notice of them. 

Many scores of times I have tried, by getting a bush in a line with the 
bird, to creep up stealthily within distance, but have seldom succeeded. 
When about a hundred yards off, the sharp-eyed bird had almost in- 
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variably discovered me and taken to fligtt. Perseverance, however, vnll 
be rewarded in time, and on one occasion I grovelled up a shallow 
ravine on my etomach to within forty yards of five cock bustard ; one 
fell dead to the right barrel, loaded with B B shot, and a second 
dropped to a similar dose from the left, but again recovering himself, 
took to flight. I watched him till out of eight, bnt stUl keeping my 
eyes in the direction in which the bird had flown, I fancied, though not 
at all certain, that I saw him throw up his wings and settle in a large 
patch of high grass. Having picked np and duly admired the slain 
bird, I made straight for the high patch I have mentioned, and making 
my sycd lead my horse and walk in a line with me, we crossed back- 
wards and forwards three times, and heat the whole of the grass with- 
out finding what I hoped for. Just as I was wiping the perspiration 
off my face, and remarking to my attendant that I mnat have been 
miettiken, the bird rose within t«n yards of ns, and this time fell dead 
enough. I could see by the dry blood marks on the feathers that he 
had been severely wounded by my first shot. 

The flight of the bustard much resembles that of the common 
vulture, especially when at a distance, but the former bird may 
always be distinguished from the latter in the following manner. The 
vulture makes several powerful strokes, and then sails along with 
wings extended; again he strikes out as before, and once more 
glides along motionless. The bustard, however, slowly flaps his wings 
in a measured manner as he flies ; but never once, from the moment 
he takes wing till the time he settles, however long a flight he may 
take, does he ever glide along with the wings extended ^s the vulture 
does ; and the knowledge of this fact has often enabled me to decide 
between the one bird and the other at a very great distance. 

The bustard generally flies tolerably straight when flushed, till he 
reaches the ground where he intends alighting, when, probably to see 
that all is safe, he sometimes circles round before he drops. It is a 
good plan, if the bird flies right away out of sight, to mark the line of 
flight taken, and probably, by following the direction carefully, you 
will again find him. The bird does not often rise any great height 
from the ground, is very awkward in getting nnder way, and carries 
its head and neck fully extended; the flight, though heavy, is 
powerful. 

The food of the bird is principally locusts — when removing the 
skins of specimens I have found the stomach fall of these insects — 
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graeahoppers, Tarioas kinds of beetles, worms, centipedes, and such 
like. It is said they will even eat lizards and small snakes, but I 
am doubtfal abont tbis, and bave never once found anytlung of the 
kind wlien stoEKng tbe birds. I bave also seen tbem in the early 
moming busily engaged in a field of com, eating tbe young green 
sboots. Jerdon tells us : 'In default of insect food it will eat fruit of 
varioua kinds, especially the fruit of tbe Byr and Coronda.' Doubtless 
this is correct, though I have never discovered anything of the kind in 
the stomach of the bustard. I once flusbed one, when shooting quail, 
out of a high piece of standing com ; he had the temerity to fly directly 
over my bead and got two barrels of quail shot, which made him drop 
bis legs and awing about ; but again recovering himself, be made off. I 
thought that he had made good hie escape, but about half-an-hour 
after, when we had finished our quail shooting, I was delighted to see 
njy syce approaching with the bustard in his hand. We had left our 
horses about a quarter of a mile from our shooting-ground, bidding tbe 
syces wait our return. Our grooms bad beard the report of my gun, 
and from where they were seated, on higher ground, bad noticed that 
the bastard staggered and was badly hit ; and, the bird flying in their 
direction, they were able to watch it for a longer time, and to keep it in 
sight a farther distance than I could. They saw tbe bustard collapse 
suddenly, and fall dead on the open plain. 

Tbe finest old cock I ever shot', or rather assisted in shooting, was 
cloBB to Jbansie ; a friend and I flushed him, and marked him down 
again ; we followed bim up, and, by taking advantage of the ground, 
succeeded in getting within long range, about 60 or 70 yards, when 
be rose, and our four barrels were just sufficient to bring him down. 
This was a magnificent old cock ; I stuffed bim, and my friend, who 
toot part in slaying him, sent him home to England. The bird was 
of such great length that it took a box the size of a coffin to contain 
bim. 

I have found it an excellent plan, where the birds are very wild and 
unapproachable, to drive them. The sportsman, who will day after day 
find the same birds on the same spots — very likely in company with 
sundry old black bucks for mutual protection — should mark well once 
or twice the exact direction the birds take when flushed, which will 
generally be over the same line of country. Next time be visits the 
place, to which the birds will be almost sure to have returned, let him 
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ensconce himself behind a baah or rock under the line of fiight be 
marked on the previouB day, but withoat allowing the game to witness 
what he ia about, and then direct an attendant to move round and 
quietly put the bustard up ; very probably he will from his ambnsh 
have the pleasure of seeing them make straight for the ambnscade 
laid for them. Of course this stratagem does not always sacceed, but 
I have several times practised it with success. 

One of Scindiah's officers at Jhansie had a buffalo trained for 
stalking bastard, and by this means killed several. The way he 
manned was as follows : — Guiding the buffalo by his tail in the 
direction of the game, he concealed himself behind the beast, and thna 
was able to get within shot of the birds, who, accustomed to see cattle 
grazing about, suspected no danger. This appears to be rather a poach- 
ing dodge, however, and I have never tried it. 

The birds may often be seen stalking about, with natives cultiva- 
ting their fields close by; and yet, directly a European sportsman 
comes in sight, the bustard immediately take notice of him, and utter 
their hoarse cry of alarm, sounding something like the word ' hook.' 
A fine- sighted, accnrate-shooting small-bore rifle is a good weapon for 
bastard ; ' though I generally trusted to B B shot, with rather a large 
chaise of powder. 

The first bustard I ever killed, a fine old cock, was with a rifle 
bullet, but a desperate ' fluke,' as the story will show. Many years 
ago, before I had been in the .country a year, I obtained a month's leave 
to accompany two others on a shootiug trip. I was then stationed at 
Benares; we travelled rapidly to Mirzapore, and commenced marching 
in the direction of the Kuttra Pass, on the Saugor road, till we 
reached a place called Lalgunge, where we put up at a small 
bungalow. My companions were both old sportsmen, though I at the 
time was a regular Griflm. I had brought a double Enfield rifle 
with me — about the worst sporting rifle that I am acquainted with — 
and was most anxious to shoot one of the numerous black bucks which 
we saw constantly on either side of the road. Within a week, after 
a goodly expenditure of ball cartridges, I had bagged two bucks. One 

of my companions. Captain P y, had mentioned more than once 

that bustard were occasionally to be met with in the neighbourhood, but 

' I can stTongly Tecommend those nude by Holluid of Bond Street, m particularly 
suited for bustard-shootrng. 
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never ha-Tiog Been one, I liad only a meagre idea wbat the liirda were 
lite. 

At length we moved onr quarters to another bungalow farther on, 
a inarch of eight or ten miles ; and, instead of keepmg to the road, 
I made a detour in search of game. Within an hour of starting I 
severely wounded a fine black buck in the hind-quarters, but the 
creature made oif. I followed him alone for a very long distance, until, 
quite tired oat with running, I sat down on the brow of a hill to recover 
breath. While mopping my &ce with my handkerchief, I was startled 
by hearing a deep, harsh, guttural * hook ' behind me. I looked round 
and observed for the first time four large birds stalking away, and 
looking back over their shoulders at me. Not knowing what they 
were, I was watching them unconcernedly, when it suddenly struck me 

that they were the very birds Captain P y had so often spoken 

about, and had been describing to me only the previous evening, vi2, 
bustard. My gun was with my syce far behind, but I determined on 
taking a shot with my rifle. There was no time to spare, already the 
birds were preparing to take wing; so glancing along the sights, I took 
aim at the nearest, and fired just as one of the others took to flight. 
The bullet fell short, but struck the bustard as it ricocbetted, 
and to my delight the bird dropped motionless ; on running up I 
found that I had killed a magnificent old cock. The bullet had passed 
through the throat, just below the ear — a great piece of luck. Presently 
my syce and horse came up ; we slung the bird over the saddle, and 
made for onr halting ground. My companions were both astonished 
at my good fortune — and perhaps a little envious as well at the success 
of the Griffin — and wondered how I had managed to hit him so neatly ; 
but, as was natural for a youngster, I did not furnish them vrith the 
whole facts of the case, bat merely stated that I had knocked the bird 
over with an Enfield bullet. 

The skin of the bnstard is very thin, and stuffing one, or rather 
taking the skin off, is a laborious task, and requires much care> 
especially if, as is often the case, the body is covered with rolls of fat. 
At certain times of the year it is a good bird for the table, espe- 
cially a young hen, boOed like a turkey, or baked, as some pre- 
fer. At the same time if the bastard of Europe {Otis tarda) is not 
superior when cooked to the Indian species, I think that its great 
excellence has been exaggerated, for I venture to say that the flesh of 
the Indian bn3tB,rd at the best of times cannot compare in delicacy 
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with that of the floriken, nor, as I am informed, with that of the oobara. 
The feathers, I need hardly mention, are highly prized by the salmon- 
fieber for certain flies. 

Natives often catch these birds ; they watch and mark them down 
jnst before dark, and then draw a net over them. I have often seen 
them brought into stations for sale at a rupee each. 

One day, when on horseback, I flushed three bustard ; as they were 
making off, a large tawny eagle, with wings half closed, made a swoop 
at them ; iJie bnstard rose higher in the air, and I distinctly heard tbem 
uttering cries of distress. The eagle having regained a position above 
the pursued, came down again with a tremendous rushing noise like a 
bolt, but missed hie aim a second time, and after a third unsuccessful 
attempt desisted from molesting them further. Having a partiality for 
anything in connection with bawHng, I became excited at so grand 
a sight, and clapped spurs to my nag to keep pursuers and pursued in 
sight. "Possibly I approached too near, and thus was the cause of the 
eag\e giving up the chase. 

I have often read about the ponch said to be in the bustard's throat 
for the purpose of holding water. Certain it is that the Indian bustard 
has no such appendage, for I have again and again most carefully 
examined the throats of both cocks and hens, and could discover 
nothing of the kind. 

It has been said by certain writers that the bustard is ' swift of foot,' 
and more extraordinary still, ' has been coursed successfully by grey- 
hounds.* I am only able to speak as to the Indian bird, though I 
imagine there is not any great difference in habits, if there be in 
plumage, between it and the African Pauw, or the Great Bustard of 
Europe. I myself have never seen the bustard run swiftly, or move 
in any other manner than a stately walk. Sometimes, when suddenly 
alarmed, they move away from the object that has frightened them at 
a rather quick pace just before taking wing, but that is all that can be 
said. 

As to the second assertion, ' the coursing with greyhounds,' aa 
regards our Indian bustard, I will answer for its being a fallacy, and a 
single day's trial would speedily convince the most sceptical on this 
point. 

The bustard builds no regular nest, but about the end of July or 
early in August the female selects some suitable spot on the ground, 
generally a hollow in an open field, amid the sprouting shoots of some 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE INBUN BUSTARD. 309 

young crop. There she deposits two eggs of a mottled brown colour, 
and rather larger in size than those of a tnrkej. 

I have been informed on reliable authority that about the breeding 
season the cock bustard often utters a peculiar long-drawn droning 
note, and that this singular call is generally heard after nightfall. 

Bustards may often be seen feeding in open fields ; they are especi- 
ally partial to patches of linseed, called by the natives iillee. It is not 
the crop itself which forma the chief attraction to the birds, but swarms 
of 
lin« 
boa 
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the eye of our friend, I might, hj taking advEintage of the ground, steal 
within gnnshot range. Most unfortunately I had only brought with 
me cartridges loaded with No. 5 shot, ta.T too small for such game, but 
that could not be helped. There was a Iote, rocky ridge, behind vrhere 
the bird had crouched. On the crest of this ridge I noted a certain high 
bush as a landmark, as nearly as possible opposite to where the bustard 
lay hid ; and then stooping down to avoid being seen, I hastily turned 
back and retraced my steps ia the direction we had just previously come. 
After walking two or three hundred yards, an opportune nnllah branched 
off ia the direction I wished to take ; along the bottom of this I took my 
course, and at length fairly turned the enemy's flank by getting behind 
the ridge I have described, which screened me Irom view. Glad to be 
able to straighten my back again, I now rapidly made for the spot I had 
marked for taking my shot, and placing my mushroom-shaped hat on 
the ground, slowly peeped over, and there within thirty yards I had 
the satisfaction of beholding the bustard, fairly outdone, cunning as 
he was. He had his back to me, and had risen to his feet a^in, and 
was standing erect, with his eye still fixed on the camel, now some dis- 
tance off; and dbabtless was congratulating himself that he had been 
passed by anperceived. Poor deluded fellow t Chuckling to myself I 
strode towards hira to gain a few yards for the small shot, and as he 
in the customary way of his species made two or three awkward 
flounders forward to get underway, and raised his heavy wings, I seized 
the favojirable opportunity, and a single barrel dropped him dead. 



U THE OOBARA (Houbara Macque^nii, Gbat). 

The Punjab is, I believe, the only part of the Bengal Presidency where 
the oobara ia found, and it certainly does not frequent onr North- 
western Pi'ovinces ; but as it is a very fine game bird, and may perhaps 
be found in certain localities in Bengal that I am not aware of, I have 
included it in its proper place among the bustard tribe. I myself have 
never had the good fortune to come across a single one ; but the follow- 
ing interesting notes, supplied by a brother sportsman from the Bombay 
Presidency, will amply make up for my deficiency as regards this 
particular bird. 
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My friend's notes are as follows : 

' So far as my experience goes, I hare only met with the oohara in 
any numbers in Sind, although I have occasionally come across a few 
in the plains of B^jpootana, in the vicinity of Nuseerabad ; but as a 
general role I believe it may be assumed, that they are to be found in 
certain parts of Korthem India where large tra.cts of sandy plains exist. 

' In appearance the bird (which belongs to the otidae tribe) is very 
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to bag, I altered my opinion, and aft«r this enjoyed several days' stalk- 
ing, and came to the conclusion that the sport itself was not only good, 
hut exciting. 

' The way oobara are shot in Sind is off the back of a camel driTen 
by an experienced shikary. The camels are specially trained for tha 
purpose, and taught to circle round rery slowly, obeying the slightest 
touch of the rein, and to stand perfectly still when stopped, so as to 
afiford a steady shot. On coming on to a plain known to be frequented 
by oobara the shikary at once reduces the speed of the camel to a very 
slow jog-trot, and carefully examines the different tracks of the birds, 
which are to be seen in every direction. A good shikary will at once 
tell a fresh foot-print from one a day old, and how long since the bird 
has gone on. As soon as he has hit upon a perfectly fresh track he 
turns his camel short off, and proceeds to wheel round it in a large 
circle, until he has succeeded in determining that the track has not 
extended beyond the circumference of the beat. Being now assured 
that the bird is within the circle, he then proceeds very gradually to 
diminish the circumference each round, carefully examining each tuft 
of grass or small bush as be passes. The bird, the moment it becomes 
sware that it has been seen, crouches down, and, like the ostrich, 
fondly imagines that when its head is rammed into a bush its whole 
body is out of sight. The shikary eventually brings you to withia 
twenty or thirty yards of a bird hidden in a bush ; or, as I have often 
seen it, squatting down on the bare plain. 

' The colour of the bird, which seems peculiarly assimilated to the 
nature of the country it frequents, renders it most difficult to see, and 
it often requires great practice and an experienced eye to discover it 
when squatting, even when within twenty yards. I have often been 
driven round a bird half a dozen times, with the shikary vainly at- 
tempting in a low whisper to point out where it was, before I could 
distinguish it myself. Wlien the bird has been brought within range 
the camel is at once stopped (slightly to the right hand, of course, so 
as to allow a good shot), and if a hot day the bird will simply allow itself 
to be shot. I have, however, always found it tax better to allow it to 
rise, feeling that there is far more satisfaction in bringing it down on 
the wing than in knocking it over on the ground. The moment it is 
dropped the camel is made to kneel down, and the shikary runs up to 
the oobara, and gives it the co-up de grace by cutting its throat, after 
the manner of the followers of the faithfal, and, slinging the bird behind 
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the camel-eaddle in less time than I have taken to relate it, jamps up 
and starts off after another. Sometimes, however, towards the after- 
noon, when the birds are beginning to get lirelj, they will not lie, and 
in this case the best way of getting a shot is to circumrent them in a 
very large circle, and while the birds' attention is taken up with the 
mancenvre, to drop off the camel without stopping, . and then run in 
sharply on foot. In this manner I have shot many a bird that would 
never have allowed me to approach within range on a camel's back. 

' The largest bag I have made is eight oobara in oue day in Lower 
Sind, but I have frequently known from ten to fifteen bagged by one gun, 
and I am told even more than this may be shot in a day in Upper Sind, 
where they are far more plentifuL It depends, however, entirely on 
the training of the camel and the experience of the shikary, for although 
it may seem simple enough, it is by no means as easy as it looks to 
stalk one scientifically.' 



m.— THE BENGAL FLORIKEN (SypheoHdet Bmgalenm, Qxxus). 
DsscKimoir. 

Mah. Height.^A.'bout 22 or 23 iuchag. 

Sea/c — 1^ iachee, nearly Btnight, uid ntthsi' stout. 

Iri$. — Gold colour. 

Leg*. — fellow, 10 inchee in length. To«s, three only, gmull in proportion to die of 
Ibiid. 

Tail.— 9 incbea in lengtli. 

Wmff». — Short, not extending when closed to within 3 inches of end of tail. 

Long, looee featben, bailing in the front of the neck, from the throAt to the beginning 
of the breast, and aleo & kind of plume from the hock of the head to nearlj the lower part 
of neck. Black on the head and neck, and for two inches down the back ; black down 
the breast and abdomen, where there is a reddish tinge. Lower parts of body to the tail, 
black. Back pale rufous, mottled with black. Wings while on outer parts, with here 
and there light brown feathers, and gradually merging into beauldfull; atK&ked brown, 
red, and black Tari^«tions; outer edge of three first primary feathers, black. Tail- 
Goverts dull brown, variegated with streaks of a light fawn colour. Tail black, tipped 
with white. 

Femalt. — Rather larger than her consort ; a peculiarity of the florikens, though not 
of the bustards. Though perhaps less strikingly, can hudly be e^d t« be less beauti- 
fully marked than the male. She has no plume on the back of the head, though the 
fea^ken are longish in that particular part ; no long feathers down the fiont of the neck. 
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Ilead and neck, light fawn or jellow, Twiegftted Trith streaks of brown sctobb 
the feathers. The tiack beaatifuU; mottled with nomeroua hrown spots and epUebas. 
Wings of a lighter tint The primary quills darker, hut no actual black or white on 

This floriken, one of the finest of our Indian game birds, is generallj 
found in the open grass patches in the Terai, especiallf where the high 
jungle has been recently bnmt, and the yomig grass shoots have s^in 
begun to spront. In Assam it is very plentiful, especially in the sandy 
churs (or islands) covered with grass in the Berhampooter. Also in certain 
parts of the Furneah and Dinagepore districts ; in the Nepaiil Terai, 
Bareilly, and Philibheet country, the bird is common, specially near 
the banks of the Sardah. I have never once met Tvith it in the Jhansie 
district, though the lesser floriken or leek was tolerably common, nor 
anywhere in the neighbourhood of Saugor or Jubbulpore. 

I never shot the bird till in 1865, when quartered at Tezpore, in 
Assam, where, as I have already stated, it was common. On two 
occasions I killed five splendid birds in a day, and several times two 
or three. The old cocks, &om their conspicuous black and white 
plamage, may be seen a long way off when stalking about, as they 
oft«n do, near the edge of the grass jungle. When much hunted, 
they naturally become wild, but in out-of-the-way places I have had 
little difficulty in shooting them. It does not take much to bring one 
down ; No. 3 shot is about the best size, and if a floriken rises within 
range, it can hardly be missed, so slow is the flight — a steady measured 
flap, not unlike the flight of an owl — hence its name ' ooloo nkoor * in 
some parts of the country. 

It is a good plan always, if possible, to keep following up the same 
bird ; whether it is that it becomes tired or not, I cannot say, but I 
have found that often at first, on the sportsman approaching, a floriken 
will rise very wild, and take a long flight ; the same thing will likely 
occur a second or perhaps a third time, and then, after two or three 
of these flights, the bird will settle in some high standing grass, and 
not get up at all, allowing you almost to tread on it without moving. 

A dog is most useful for this sport : I have constantly marked a 
floriken down, but have not been able to flush or find him again through 
want of a good setter, or bustling spaniel, to discover his whereabouts. 
Moreover, a winged bird if it falls in thick cover, is sometimes most 
difficult to find without a retriever. Sometimes if on putting np a 
floriken the sportsman conceals himself immediately, the bird, ailer 
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mEiking a long fliglit, will gradually edge round and settle again near 
where it originally took wing. 

It is a remarkable fact that in both deecriptionB of floriken, the hen 
bird is larger than the co(!k. This is not uncommoa with certain 
kinds of hawks and falcons, hut it is the only instance that I know of 
among game birds, except the quail and painted snipe. The floriken 
often makes a kind of cluck as it rises, and on settling I have &e- 
que 
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IV.— TII£ LESSER FLORIEEN ob LEEK i^phaalidet aurittu, Li.TRiM). 

BBSCRipnoir. 

MaU. HoffU—Ahoiit 12 bchee. 

Very similar in general reBembUnce to the I&^ floriken, ttioogh mach smaller, except 
ID one remarkable point : the cock bird is decorated with a plume of beautiful thin curling 
black feathen, about three inches in length, commencing &om behind the ear,aad curling 
gracefully forward over the head ; the tips of these feathers are flat and circular, and 
altogether this plume gives the bird a most elegant appearance. 

The heikd, neck, breast, upper part of lege, under the tail, and abdomen, black ; wings 
white, speckled here and there with light brown feathers, white also juat above the 
round of the wings; the back, a beautiful mottled brown of a very game; deecription. 
The eye full and large ; a white spot on side of the head close to the ear. 

Zeffi. — Bather long, and the toea same as bustard and larger floriken, viz. three, 
wanting the bind toe. 

The Female is slightly larger than the male. 

Of a pale yellowish brown, beautifully speckled on the wings. The down at the roota 
of the feathers, as in the larger species, is of a lovely pinkish hue. 

Until qatte recently it waa a matter of constant diapate among aports- 
men and naturalists whether there were not two distinct species of 
leaser floriken ; but this matter has now been set at rest to the aatia- 
faction of all ; and Jerdon, who to my personal knowledge took great 
paina to clear up all doubt in the matter, in the ' Birda of India,' 
epeaks most decisively and to the point, giving his opinion most dis- 
tinctly, and patting the matter, I venture to aay, beyond further con- 
troversy, that there is only one species, and I have not the slightest 
doubt but that he is right. What gave rise to this diflioalty was, that 
certain brown fiorikea were shot in various parts of the country, 
which, on being diasected, proved to be male birds, and then some 
asserted that the brown and black were distinct species of floriken; 
but the fact was, these brown cock birds were simply specimens of 
Sypheotides auritus, in a plumage which adorns the bird at certain 
aeasons of the year. It is in the breeding aeaaon, as with all birds, I 
believe, that the lesser floriken appears in full dress; and when in 
perfect feather there can hardly be a more lovely bird, with his coal- 
black neck and breast, and strikingly beautiful upper plumage ; but at 
other times, as already explained, he wears a garb more reaembling the 
female. 
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Young cocks not onfreqnently, like joung black game, have a 
patchj coat of black and brown, reaching the complete pluma^, I 
believe, in the second year. 

I have not met with the smaller nearly so freqaently as with the larger 
floriken, though in many parta of the country it is very common ; in the 
neighbourhood of Nuseerabad, for instance. The first one I ever saw 
was close to the race-course at Lacknow, but afterwards I shot several 
at Jhansie, where they appeared in limited numbers soon after the 
first fall of rain, at the same time as the bustard. After two or three 
months, they disappeared a^in till the same time, about the first 
week in August, the next year. In habits this bird much resembles 
the larger kind, as also in the description of food it subsists upon. It 
also, I have been told, has the habit of jumping up in the grass, and 
thus drawing attention to its locality. Jerdon and other writers have 
stated, possibly correctly, that this peculiar habit of rising in the air 
a few feet above the grass, flapping its wings, and then dropping down 
a^in, is for the purpose of attracting the females. I am by no means 
sure, however, that this habit may not arise from the birds jumping up 
at flying insects just out of their reach. 

I have never personally observed the lesser floriken going through 
this performance, though I more than once noted the larger kind 
doing so in Assam, and always about July and August, which is said 
to be the breeding season. But on the other hand it is the time of year 
when flying insects are moat numerous. I may add that floriken are 
particularly addicted to feeding on the cantharides. 

It is oR«n found in vast plains covered with a short light-coloured 
grass ; and at Jhansie I flushed and shot it on rising ground covered 
with grass and short scrub bushes, just where one would expect to find 
bustard. I once saw four together, but never more, and generally 
speaking one rose here and another there, at some little distance apart. 
If within distance, there can hardly be a simpler or more easy shot. It 
oft«n, when alarmed suddenly, utters a croak. The flight is just like 
that of the larger kind, and the bird has the same habit of circling 
round, and also stooping and running with its tail held erect after 
settling. Like 8. Bengalentit, the flavour of this bird is justly con- 
sidered most excellent. The flesh of the body is dark ; that of the legs 
a lighter colour. It is a curious fact, but I believe strictly the case, that 
although the two descriptions of floriken are found over large tracts of 
country, yet nowhere are they to be met with in one and the same spot. 
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Tiie same remark applies also to the black and painted partridge, and 
the two varieties of jungle fowl. Jerdon tella lis : 

* The floriken lays three or fonr eggs of a thick stunted oval form, 
very obtuse at the large end, and of a dark olive colour.' I never have 
seen a nest, nor could I ever procure an egg, although I constantly 
have offered ehikaries a reward to bring me one. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE PLOVERS. 

For Avm ber neat tlie lapwing criea ' a,WAj.' — Shikbpears. 



I— THE GREEN PLOVER OR CRESTED LAPWING (Fanellus critttdm). 

Tbib irell-known bird, which it is unneceBaaiy for me to deBcribe, is 
seldom met with by the ladiao sportsman. Id certain parts of the 
Punjab it is, I believe, tolerably common. Jerdon states that it is 
only found in the Punjab, bnt here he is mistaken. In 1872, when 
shooting snipe at Philibheet, on the banks of a slow, sluggisb stream, 
I came across a kind of common or downs, on which I observed several 
large flights of lapwings. After some trouble I managed to shoot six, 
and without a doabt they were the true green plover or crested lapwing, 
for I most care^illy examined them. On the same plain I observed 
a small fiight of golden plover and several curlew. This is the only 
occasion, however, that I ever shot or met with the bird in our North- 
Western Provinces. 

There are other plovers, somewhat resembling the green plover, 
found in various parts of India, but unworthy of being included in 
the Game List. One of these, the Red-wattled Lapwing, or the ' Did 
he do it,' 08 it is called from its cry, is one of the very commonest birds 
in the country, and generally found on the banks of every village pond. 
It is a most tiresome bird, often by its cry giving warning to deer and 
other animals of the approach of the sportsman. Only ' Grifiins,' or 
youngsters fresh from England, ever think of expending a charge on 
such worthless creatures. 
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II.— THE BLACK-SIDED LAPWING (OridawprfffarM, PiLLis). 

This is a, bird I have never shot, thoagh I observed several small flocks 
Trhen on a shooting expedition in the Baraitcb district, in Oade, in 
tbc cold weather of 1869. Unfortunately, they were too cunouig 
to permit of a near approach, so I failed in procuring a s 



III.— TIIE GOLDEN PLOVER (OutradriutUmgipe*,'SxxMia<x). 

The Indian golden plover differs somewhat from the English species, 
though very similar in general appearance ; it ia smaller, about 8 or 9 
inches in length. It is by no means common anywhere in the north- 
west of India, I once shot a pair within a mile of the city of Jhansie ; 
also several couple in Assam, where we occasionally came acrt^s small 
flights. In Oude, golden plover were more numerous than in any part 
of the country that I hare visited. One afternoon, in the neighbour- 
hood of Lucknow, I was returning from a day's snipe shooting in 
company with a brother officer, when, quite by chance, we came across 
a large flock of golden plover in a marshy meadow, and shot several 
of them. I also shot three specimens in the Baraitch district, and 
observed one or two flocks in Philibheet, near the banks of the 
Sardah. 



IV.— THE STONE PLOVER (JEdiaumut atfitmt, TsmnitOT). 

This bird, common in some parts of England, especially in the county 
of Norfolk {hence one of its names, *the Norfolk Plover*), exactly 
resembles in plumage, I believe, our Indian bird. I have often observed 
it in the neighbourhood of our large rivers, such as the Ciaages and 
Jumna, and it especially frequents ground in the vicinity of low sand- 
hills, with patches of bushes and coarse grass growing here and there. 
It is, generally speaking, by no means a wary bird, but takes a hard 
blow to bring it down. It is a swift runner, and, like others of 
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the plover tribe, crouches down behind Btones or bushes to escape 
observation from anyone approaching. It is often called the 'goggle- 
eyed plover ' by Indians, ou account of its large full eye. The bird 
feeda at night principaliyj and, like the woodcock and other night- 
feeders, the eye is -unusually large to enable it to detect worms and 
various insects in the darkness. I have often observed it in' mango 
clumps and gardens, close to large stations. The cry. is very loud 
and shrill, and is often heard on moonlight nights. The stone plover 
is especially clamorous if disturbed after nightfall, and I remembsr 
hearing an anecdote of a thief being captured owing to the timely 
alarm given by one of these birds. 

The ehowkeydar or watchman of a village in Rohilkund was, one 
night sitting inside his hut, when the repeated cries of a stone plover 
near the outskirts of the village attracted his attention, and, imagining 
that some biped or quadruped was prowling about, he determined on 
having a look round his beat, and presently surprised a thief in the 
very act of stealing a bullock. 

Occasionally I have come across large flocks of these birds ; once at 
Jhansie I counted over twenty together ; but usually a pair, or perhaps 
three or four, are seen at one time. They are at all times worth a 
shot, for the flesh of the stone curlew is excellent. 
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CHAPTER Vllt. 
THE CRANES. 



Part loosely wing the region, part moTe wise 
In commoD, rang'd in fig-ure, wedf^ their wa; 
Intelligent of Beasons, and set forth 
Their airy caravan high over =eaa 
FIving, and over land?, with mutual wing 
Easing their flight. — Miltos. 



I.— THE COMMON CRANE or COOLUNG (Orw, churfo). 

DEecRimoN. 

Stands erect, and is graccfid in appeirance ; male about 46 to 48 inches in height. 

^lU.— Strong and pointed ; gret'niah yellow at base, lighter at tip. 

Iride».—Red. 

Colour. — Dark slatey blue or grey. A patch of white on hack of neck and sidee of 
he.id below the ejea. Black down the throat, hrea3t,aDd underneith. Primarieg, black. 
Wings and rump, dark grey. I-iejrs, toea, and claws, bliiiah black. Tail, black, rather 
short, with a kind of plume or tuft of feithers drooping down on either side. 

Thib beautiful and elegant bird, the common crane of Europe, is one 
of the earliest arrivals of the conntless thousands of wild fowl that 
migrate southwards from Northern Asia. Not fat from Allyghur, in 
the Korth-Westem Provinces, there is a lai^e jheel near a village called 
Somna, where formerly coolung, early in October and November, 
flocked in hundreds, and it was here that I first made their acquaint- 
ance, or rather dealt destruction in their ranks. 

Soon after daybreak the bird may generally be found feeding in 
marshy or flooded ground ; worms, grubs, and various kinds of insects 
forming its chief food. 

The coolung is also a great devourer of corn, and in the early 
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morning I have constantly observed large parties feeding, in companj 
with wild geesej on the crops of the villagers. In some districts they 
do much harm to young wheat. At these times, a sportsman may with 
care be able to make good his approach, and with a charge of B B shot 
bring dowa one or more. They are, however, wary birds at all times, 
and will often elude the best efforts of the gunner to creep within 
shot. When the sun gets high and powerful, they make off in a direct 
line to the sandy islands or banks of the nearest river, where they 
remain half asleep during the heat of the day, again winging their 
way to feeding grounds towards evening. The bird gets the name of 
' coolnng ' from its cry resembling the word. I have often heard a flock 
of coolnng in the air above me, generally about mid-day, soaring at such 
a height as to be almostundistingnishablc, and circling round and round, 
with what object I never could rightly nnderst-and. The flesh is of a 
dark colour and most excellent flavour, one of the best of birds. 



II.-THE DEMOISELLE, or NUMIDL4N CRANE, or ' KARKAREAH ' 

(AnlAropoidei viiyo, htSSMVs). 

These is a smaller crane also common in Northern India, called by the 
natives the ' tarkarmh,' from the cry it utters ; Antkropoidea virgo and 
Demoiselle Crane of naturalists. This bird, belonging, like the flrst- 
mentioned, to the Gruid<B family, is even more graceful than the com- 
mon crane, and is smaller, though otherwise much resembling it in 
colour and habits. It has an elegant plume of pendent feathers 
drooping from the breast, and there is more black about the neck and 
head than with the larger species of crane, I have met with it con- 
stantly in the neighbourhood of AUyghur, where I have seen flocks of 
several hundreds. They were in the habit of settling about mid-day 
on a vast sandy plain, and on one occasion I managed to grovel up a 
ditch within close range, and with two barrels of heavy shot brought 
down five. Like the bittern, heron, and one or two other birds, a 
winged karkarrah is an awkward bird to handle, and occasionally it will 
strike a severe blow with its sharp bill. A dog should never be sent 
to retrieve one, unless the bird has fallen dead, for a wounded karkarrah 
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(and the eame remark applies also to the coolung), has been known to 
destroy a dog's eye by a (tingle stroke of its bill. 

I notice a remark of Jerdon's in his ' Birds of India.' He says 
of tlie dt-moiaelle crane ; ' It betakes itself during the heat of tho day 
to rirers to drink and rest, and never to tanks or jbeels, as the Sams 
and common crane do.' 

This is not an invariable rule, however ; for I have not once, but 
repeatedly, observed this bird on the margin of jbeels, and once I shot 
two on the edge of a' jheel near Somna, in the Allyghur district. 

The karkamih affords excellent sport to the falconer, more so even 
than the heron. I have seen one of these birds make good ita escape 
after a long pursuit from a pair of highly-trained faloons. The crane 
rose to an immense height in the air, and at length, by its extreme 
swiftness of flight, altogether baffled its pursuers. 

There is a third species of crane, the sarus [Grus antigone), well- 
known to every Anglo-Indian, and very abundant throughout oar 
North- Western provinces of Bengal. It is considerably larger than 
the coolung, but much resembles it in carriage, habits, and to a certain 
extent also in general appearance ; but does not migrate, breeding in the 
plains of India, on the bank^ of jheels, where there is an abundance of 
reeds, grass, and coarse vegetation to afford concealment to the nest. 

I have several times discovered the nest of the sarus ; the eggs are 
almost white, large in size, and two in number. 

I have not included this fine bird in mj' Game List, as I do not 
consider it worthy the attention of the sportsman. It is seldom fired 
at, and is held to be sacred by the Hindoos. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
THE WOODCOCK AND SNIPE. 

And lorelj woodcocks haunt the watery glade. — I'OPE, 



I— THE WOODCOCK (Scolojmx nMir-ola). 

THOCaH I have constantly come across this bird in mj numerous 
rambles in the Himalayas, I have only twice shot it. Nearly always 
when I flushed woodcock I was in search of gerow or other large 
game, and feared that by firing a shot I might alarm them. 

During the latter part of Oc^tober 1 869, when shooting over a range 
of hills near Elanee, in Gurhwal, I daily flushed woodcock in my 
rambles, and could easily have shot several couple had I felt so disposed, 
but, for the reason mentioned above, held my hand. These birds rose 
from a pla^e where some springs trickled out of the hill-side, and flowed 
through a deep valley filled with ringall bamboos ; and this spot, from 
the numerous tracks, was evidently a favourite retreat for gerow. So far 
as I could see from specimens I have examined, the Himalayan wood- 
cock difiers little, if at all, from our British winter visitor. They also 
appear to frequent exactly similar spots. I have more than once been 
informed of woodcock being shot in the plains, but should imagine it 
to be highly improbable if anywhere distant from the foot of the hill 
ranges. I have lieen informed by gentlemen staying through the winter 
months at Nynee Tal, that at the marshy end of a smaller lake called 
Bheem Tal, there is excellent cover for woodcock, and tliat in some 
winters the birds have been found there in numbers. 
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II.— THE SNIPE {Oallinago ecolojyax &ud G. tt/-enm-«). 

I HATE included under one head the common and piatailed Bpecies 
of snipe ; they are so Tery similar in general appearance, that it is only 
by a very close inspection one obserTes that they differ at all one from 
the other ; and in a day's sport specimens of both varieties are usually 
shot, perhaps half the number pintails and the remainder common 
snipe, or thereabouts. 

Snipe migrate from colder climates to the plains of India about the 
first week in October, and arrive about the same time of year as wild 
geese, ducks, and other fowl. The birds first appear in our Northern 
Provinces, and in a few weeks spread themselves over the whole 
country, and consequently there can be little doubt that GalHnago 
scolopax speuds the summer months, and breeds in Northern or Central 
Asia, probably beyond the Altai mountains in Siberia, or in the vast 
plains of Mongolia. I have always been a lover and keen fpllower of 
snipe shooting, and each year looked forward with impatience for the 
first sign of the cold weather and the arrival of the snipe. 

The bird is so well known, being exactly similar, I believe, to our 
English variety, that it is needlass for me to describe him. As in 
Britain, the birds are very much more plentiful some years than 
othera. It depends very much upon whether there has been a heavy 
downpour of rain during the months of July and August, so as to fill 
up the jheels, rivers, and tanks all over the country ; in that case the 
birds are nearly always more or less numerous. If, on the contrary, 
but little rain has falleu, which is sometimes the case, and consequently 
there is little marsh and swamp, tlie snipe will not pitch or stay, but 
pass on to other spots where they can find feeding grounds more 
suitable for their requirements. 

The best snipe shooting that I have ever had has been in Bundel- 
kuud, more especially in the Jhansie district ; but I have also met 
with first-rate sport in the vicinity of Lucknow, also in Baraitch. 
There are numerous jheels famed for snipe all over the AUyghur, 
Bolundshuhur, and Meerut districts, in Bohilkund also, especially 
Philibheet, and in the vicinity of Moradabad. Goruckpore, again, is a 
well-known country for all kinds of wild fowl ; but it would be tedious 
to the reader, and unnecessary for me to name other spots good for 
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this fascinating sport, so numerous and wide-spread are they ; suffice 
it to say, that there is hardly a station in our North-Western Provinces 
from whence, either by rail, driving, or generally by B: morning's ride, 
the nportsman may not reach the edge of some jheel where he may 
fire away at snipe to his heart's content. 

One seldom meets with a good dog for snipe shooting in India. I 
can hardly call to mind, during my service, more than two or three 
animals really useful for thia particular sport. There ia so little scent, 
especially during the heat of the day, that it ia almost impossible for 
the best of dogs to point a snipe, and be will be almost certain, through 
no fault of his own, to flush far more birds than he finds ; and unless 
it be a steady, close working spaniel or setter, that will down charge and 
also retrieve, I may aay dogs are worse than useless, and the sportsman 
has to depend on beaters, or rather men to walk in a line with him to 
put up the birds. This undoubtedly takes away somewhat of the 
pleasure of the sport. Speaking for myself, I would rather shoot 
ten couple of birds over dogs, than twice the number with beaters. 

As my remarks are intended chiefly for the benefit of the young 
shikary, I will now give a few general rules to be observed by an 
Indian snipe shooter, which may, perhaps, assist him to fill the bag. 

Always walk deliberately and slowly, taking short paces ; be ever 
at the ready ; learn to fire quickly and sharply, with both eyes open 
and well in front of the object, as soon us the gun can be brought up 
to the shoulder ; and always fire at a bird if within distance, however 
difiicult and twisting a chance it may olfer. Never speak yourself, or 
allow your attendants to talk, and make as little noise or splashing in 
walking as possible. Try and mark where birds pitch that have risen 
some distance off : and if a snipe drops to your shot in thick grass 
or rushes, on walking up, throw your handkerchief as nearly as possible 
over the spot where you think the bird fell, before beginning to search ; 
without such a mark, one is liable unwittingly to wander from the 
vicinity of the lost bird. 

Walk down wind, with the sun at your back, if possible. As a rule 
do not begin your shooting till the sun is well up, and tlie air warm. 
Early in the morning the birds will seldom lie well, and by following 
them about from one spot to another you may drive them away 
altogether ; whereaa if you wait till later, say ten o'clock, these same 
snipe will afford yon excellent sport. Employ the early hours of a cold 
weather morning in duck shooting : good snipe jhcels generally hold 
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duct as well. If by yourself, four attendants or coolies are generally 
sufficient to take the field with ; if possible, place the mall on one 
flank, so that your attention is then fixed in one direction, and yoa are 
prepared to turn that way only ; whereas if your men walk on either 
side of you, it is doubtful on which side a snipe may rise, and your 
attention ie divided. 

Thfi man or boy carrjing your bird-stick or game-bag — the latter 
is hardly ever used in the tropics— should be close to yon ; he should 
be an extra sharp fellow, as it is his duty to assist you in marking 
where the birds fall ; he also carries your bag of ammunition ; do not 
burden yourself with a belt of heavy cartridges, but put a dozen or bo 
into your pockets at a time. It is hard work continually drawing the 
feet out of deep mire and bog, and it is a pity to make a toil of a 
pleasure, bo I recommend the young shikiry to make a break in the 
day about the tif&n hour, and to take a good rest after his labours ; 
before now I have taken a nap into the bargain. On resuming his sport, 
lie will find that he shoots all the steadier for it. When shooting in 
company, and generally speaking, it is best to be in pairs, the sportsman 
next the water, if there is only a narrow strip of marsh skirting the 
edge of the jheel, as is often the case, will probably get more shots than 
his comrade on the laud side, so it is a good plan every now and then 
to change places. Always carry a couple of cartridges loaded with 
duck-shot in a small upper pocket ready at hand to be slipped in in 
place of the snipe chaises.' In large jheels, Eights of duck and teal 
sometimes pass over head and give good chances. 

In Bundelkund the natives make a practice of growing patches of 
rice in the vicinity, and below the level of large tanks of water. The 
crop is kept moist by allowing a small stream of water to trickle 
through from the tank. These places are, above all others, favourite 
resorts of snipe. The sportsman should wait till the villagers cut the 
crop of rice, or he will do much harm walking backwards and forwards 
in it; when the rice has been harvested, there is usually a long wet 
stubble left, and here the long-bills delight to dabble about ; and, gene- 
, rally speaking, such a spot as I have described is a certain find. 
There are also in some parts of the country slow, winding rivers, 

' It ia a pood plan to make a Ji-rtd rule alwaj-B to keep (lifTcrent coloured cartridfres 
for the varioiw si/es of shot you are in the liabit of using. By adlierinp clo.=el_v to Iliis 
rule you can carry them always in one bag or pocket, and yet be able at a glance when 
DoceHFniy to select what you may roqiiire to load jour gun with. 
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snch as the Surjoo, in Onde, and the aourcea of the Goomtee, in , 
Philibheet; along the banks of which every now and then, are 
comers and bays fringed with rushes and graas, affording excellent 
cover for snipe. The sportsmen — there should be two guns, one on 
ea<;h bank, keeping exactly opposite to each other — may wander for 
miles and miles, each turn in the river opening out fresh views and 
new country ; and not only are the ' chahas ' — as the natives call 
snipe — abundant, and afford capital sport, but every now and then a 
spring of teal or Bight of duck, aroused by the filing, pass over head, 
and keeping over the water, as they invariably do, run the gauntlet, 
and Tficeive the fire of both the gunners. This kind of shooting 
is, in my opinion, more enjoyable, and the sport superior to jheel 
shooting, or walking backwards and forwards in a marsh ; but it is 
unfortunately exceptional to meet with rivers such as 1 have above 
described. 

It may be only fancy, but I cannot help thinking that it is the case, 
— for I speak from experience — that though to all appearance the same 
bird in both countries, the snipe one flnshea in England on a frosty 
morning out of a ditch, or from the edge of a stream, is a swifter 
and more twisting fiyer, and considerably more difficult to bring 
down, than the bird which the sportsman in Bengal puts up out of a 
rice-field or edge of a swamp. 

I have heard of very large bags being made by a single gun in one 
day, such as fifty and sixty couple. I myself have never killed over 
thirty-eight couple {besides seventeen duck and teal) in a single day. 
1 once made one of a party of three at Jhansie, when the bag reached 
eighty-seven and a half couple, besides over forty head of duck ; and 
on another occasion I succeeded in shooting twenty-seven and a half 
couple of snipe and three quail before twelve o'clock, which perhaps 
was my best perforniance ; this, I find by my game-book, was on October 
8th, 1871, which year was a particularly good one for long-bills ; more- 
over, the above was the opening day of the season, and the reason I 
left off shooting so early was that I ran short of cartridges. 

There is always a little friendly rivalry at a station, who shall make 
the first bag of snipe. I had already made three rounds in the neigh- 
bourhood in search of any advanced guards, but had been most unfortu- 
nate, for the grand total of my bags on these three expeditions was 
one jack snipe. On this occasion I started on horseback about six 
o'clock in the morning, accompanied by one attendant and a red setter. 
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. We visiteil TariouB patches of water, bul; witb no result, and I began to 
think that my luck would never change. I was riding along the edge 
of a kind of canal, abont nine o'clock, when dog Dash poked up a 
snipe, which crossed the water and dropped within thirty yards, bnt 
on the other side, and the water between was broad and deep ; if I 
wished to get a shot at the bird, I must retrace my steps a good half 
mile to a bridge, and then come back along the opposite bank. Now 
where this single bird had pitched was a most -likely piece of gronnd 
for anipe, a long patch of marsh about fifty yards wide ; but only three 
days before I had walked over every foot of this very place, got one 
shot, and only slew the jack snipe already mentioned, which was not 
encouraging. 

I debated within myself whether it was worth while to take the 
trouble of making such a round, especially as it was time to be off to 
breakfast, unless I meant to make a day of it. At length I determined 
to have a look, as peradventure the long-bills might have come in 
since my last visit. So marking carefully by a bush the spot where 
the bird I bad seen had dropped, I went round, tCnA on arriving within 
a hundred yards of the ground, left my horse under a tree, dropped in 
a couple of cartridges, and walked ap. I had hardly taken a dozen 
steps when a wbisp of at least twenty birds rose close in front of me ; 
two barrels into the brown of them, dropped three, and the whistling 
of the leaden shower among their ranks had the effect I had hoped 
for; instead of keeping together, they spread and dropped one here, 
another there, all over the place. 

This looked like business. I retraced my steps to the tree where I 
had left my syce and pony ; first tied the latter up with a rope, and 
took the man with me. I then took off my collar and neck-cloth, 
filled my pockets with cartridges, and tucked up my sleeves ; back we 
went, and for the next hour and a half I fired away, for the birds 
were exceedingly plentiful, and lay like stones. At last, on demanding 
for about the tenth time from toy attendant a fresh supply of cartridges 
to replenish my empty pockets, the reply I had been expecting for 
some time came out : ' Aur kuchh nahin hain. Sahib,' or, ' There are 
no more. Sir.' I had fired away every shot in the locker, or rather 
every cartridge in the bag, and T had come out with eighty. We 
returned to where the pony was tied up, and counted the slain, and, aa 
I liave alrea/ly mentioned, the bng reached twenty-seven nnd a half 
couple of snipe and three quail ; one quail and two snipe my dog had 
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failed to retrieve ; but the result was satisfactory. Ha^l I come pro- 
Tided with as many more cartiidges as I hod expended, I think I 
could have killed my fifty couple by two o'clock ; but as it was, I 
felt more than satisfied with the morning's sport, and directing my man 
to follow at bis leisure, I rode back at a good pace, and reached 
borne just as the twelve o'clock gun was fired. 

About the middle of March snipe begin again to collect iu whisps, 
and by April 1, warned by the first blasts of hot wind, they are 
away to other climes. I find a note in my game-book of a, strange 
occuiTCnce. On May 2, 1871, when out tiger shooting, and when the 
hot weather had regularly set in, I shot seven snipe, and flushed 
several more on the edge of a tank near a village named Goorsora in 
the Lullutpore district. What had caused these birds to delay their 
departure so lateT cannot imagine. I remember that when cooked they 
appeared to be thin, and wanting the flavour for which snipe are so 
justly famed. 

Indian sportsmen cannot have failed to notice the number of hawks 
and falcons collected near jheels in the cold weather, and some of the 
smaller kinds appear to prey almost entirely on snipe, the larger ones 
on ducks. I have many times had a bird just fallen to my shot snatched 
up by one of these rascals; the marsh harrier {Circus ceruginosus) 
is especially troublesome ; several times it has been necessary to fire 
at the robber before he would drop the bird that he had seized, and on 
two occasions I have killed hawks with my snipe in their clutches. 

Natives, generally speaking, name their birds by a word resembling 
its particular cry or call, and nothing, in my opinion, can be better or 
more exact than ' chiha ' for the little long- bill. 

The general habits of the snipe in India are so similar to those 
of the English bird, that there is no necessity to enter into further 
details. 



ni.— THE JAOK SN'IPE (GaainagogaUinuia,'Lmsxm'). 

This well-known bird corresponds exactly, I believe, with our own 
little judcock, and does not require describing, nor can I remember 
or find anything noted down in particular regarding him. He rises 
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in the same silent Tray, and after a sbort Bight drops again, as in 



I remember a pool of water in AssEun where I invariably found a 
few couple of jacks, but never once saw a full snipe, which was so far 
remarkable that I do not think such a thing commonly occurs. Some 
gunners do not fire at jacks, but that in my opinion is a mistake ; 
though a little chap, he is worth a charge. 

Jerdon remarks : ' It makes its appearance later than the common 
snipe> and departs earlier.' Curiously enough, as regards the first part 
of this assertion, I had made a note to the contrary before I ever read 
the above, for when at Jhansie, I noticed that for three successive years 
we found and shot the little judcock before a full snipe had been seen, 
and I have been confirmed in this opinion by several experienced 
sportsmen. 



IV.— THE WOOD SNIPE. (OiLLED also Solitaky Skipb.) 
{Oallinoffo nanmicoia, HODeeON.) 

DBscRTPnoN. 

Top of head black, white on thmat, breaet light brown, -with numerous spots and 
ehort hftrB of dark brown; abdomen, dull white, barred transversely with bUck; back 
deep black, wiib numerous longitudinal splashes of light reddish brown. Tail, black at , 
the lower part, chestnut at tip. 

Thib fine bird is seldom met with by the sportsman except in certain 
localities. 

In size it is midway between the woodcock and common snipe, and 
many of the feathers, especially on the back, much resemble the mottled 
plumage of the former. 

The flight is heavy and sluggish, much like that of the woodcock, 
bat not so rapid. The wood snipe often lies very close, and on rising 
utters a hoarse croak ; after circling about for a moderate distance it 
generally settles again not lar off. 

It iuhabitfl swamps surrounded by thicket and high grass, and 
generally situated at the foot of low bush-covered hills near the base of 
the Himalayas, in preference to open marshes, such as the common 
snipe delights to irequent. It often associates in small parties; I have 
seen three rise almost simultaneously from the margin of the same pool. 
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I have known old sportsmen who have shot all over the country, 
and have not seen, much less killed, one of these birds. I have tmce 
been fortunate enough to meet with this suipe : once near the foot of 
the Himalayas I flushed one from the corner of a marshy pool, but 
30 suddenly that I was unprepared, and before I could get my gun 
up he was gone. I did not see another ' nemoricola ' for many years, 
till when shooting in the Philibheet district in January 1872, I came 
across not one, but over a dozen of these birds; they were close to 
one another. I was with my brother-in-law at the time ; we had gone 
out one morning to shoot snipe from off the back of a pair of elephants 
we had with ns, each in a howdah. The marsh was covered with a 
very high kind of rush, so that it would have been impossible to see 
sufficiently well to shoot on foot. 

We soon put up several common snipe, and presently my companion 
fired at one, and I then saw a large dark bird, which I thought at the 
time was a solitary snipe, rise with a croak, and after curving about 
drop close by ; we went up, and not one, but three rose, two of which 
fell to our shots. We soon found several morg, and nine were killed 
altogether ; they offered the easiest of shots, and did not rise till the 
elephante were close on them. They were particularly fine, gamey 
birds, and proved most excellent for the table. 1 stuffed two of the 
least shot among the lot, and have them still in my collection. 



v.— THE HIMALAYAN SOLITARY SNIPE iOaUinoffo Mli/arui, UoBaaos). 

Hekg we come to a bird with which I am unacquainted, so I borrow 
Jerdon's description. 

Dhsceiption. 
Head, above brown, with pale superciliarj lines j a dark band from the base of 
the bill, gTsdually lost in eawioverta; upper plumage much as in the common snipe, 
but the whole of the feathers more spotted and barred with rufous ; a congpicuoua pile 
buff stripe along the scapular and inner edge of the wing ; primaries brown, with a 
narrow pale edging externallv, and the innermost tipped with white ; secondaries and 
tertiariea broadly barred with dark brown and pale rufoua. Tail, deep black at the base, 
with B broad sub-terminal band of bright ashy rufous, tipped brown, and the eitrema 
^ pale ; outermost rectrices olive brown jrith white daiies or white and brown bars, 
paseing into white on the abdomen and vent, with some oli^'aceous bands on the upper 
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bellj snd flanks, and the sides of ttte vent and under tail-coverts whitivh. 
Sill. — Beddish browa ; Irides dark. 

Feet. — Greenish yellow. ■ Wing. — 6J incbea. Totbub, 1^ inch. 

ZenjrtA.— 12J inches. TaiL—Si inches. Middle toe, 1 J inch. 

.Er(m/.— 20 inches. BiU at front, 2J inches. Weight.— 6^ ounces. 

He continues : ' The Himalajfin Solitary Soipe has hitherto only 
been fonud in the Himalayas, and no details of its peoaliar haunts are 
recorded. It inhabits thin forests near swampy ground, and in winter 
has been killed at from 3,000 to 6,000 feet of elevation.' 

Once, I firmly believe, I came across this bird, but, as is usually the 
case on such occasions, had no gun with me. It was on the edge of 
a small lake above the northern bank of the Piudur in Gurwhal, called 
' Gooraur Tal.' Having just arrived from a long march I took my setter 
down to give him a swim in the lake. There were some rushes and 
low cover on the margin, and my dog put np a heavy large suipe, 
which I am convinced was Qallinago solitaria, but unfortunately it 
made away. 



VI.— THE PAINTED SNIPE {Mynehtsa BeHgalentu,hninxva). 
DEscRipnoN. 

Larger and stands higher than common snipe ; bill shorter and curved at the tip. 

Bill light hrown ; chin dull white ; upper part of head dark brown, with a light 
stteik down the centre, also yellow streak behind the eye; ft white bar across lower 
part of breast, and extending above rounding of wings; upper part of breast dark 
and speckled ; lower part dull white, as also thighs, which have several long white 
fe.ithers covering them; wings and back dark olive brown, glossed in places with 
green, and barred with yellow; tul dark grey, transversely barred with yellow | legs 
green. 

This bird, although included in the game list, is no true snipe, and 
in my opinion is not at any time worth firing at. It offers the easiest 
of shots, flying quite slowly, and very like a common snipe that has 
been sorely wounded. Generally speaking when one is flushed, there 
are others not far distant. They often spring from very thick short 
reeds, where no true snipe would be found. They do not leave us for 

other climes, but remain and breed in the plains. My friend H s 

informs me that he has often found the young of the painted snipe in 
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Lullutpore, and that the bird makes its nest about July among the 
sedge bordering jheels. When hatched the young resemble the young 
of the moorhen, bat with the beak longer. The marking and diveraity 
of colour on the wings of this bird are moat beautiful ; but it is much 
inferior to the snipe as a bird for the table, and offers no sport in 
the pursuit of it. 

Jerdon tells us : 'In this genus the females are not only larger 
than the males, bat they are also much more riclily coloured,' 
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CHAPTER X. 
ON WILK-t-OWL ynOOTIXG IX INDIA. 

While birdfl of calm Bit brooding on the channel wave. — MiLTOit. 



Befobe taking each one of the birds comprising our long list of Indian 
geese and ducks, and describing their particular ways and habits, I 
purpose saying a few words on the above subject, and the general 
metliod adopted in India to meet with success. 

American writers on field sports constantly inform us that ' no- 
where in the world are wild fowl so plentiful as in their own country.' 
Travellers and sportsmen who have visited Egypt, Canada, China, aud 
otlier countries, tell the same tale of their belief and experience ; but 
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I think Indians who have, during their service in the tropica, visited 
certain parts of tJpper India — and doubtless it is much the same 
throughout the country — will bear me out when I say that the countless 
thousands that visit the country in the cold season, driven souUi by 
hard weather from other latitudes, can hardly be surpassed in numbers 
or varieties in any other part of the world. In Gorruckpore, AUyghur, 
Oude, Central India — all over the country, in fact — there are jheels and 
tanks when* wild fowl congregate in dense clouds. Every Indian can 
recall to mind — for there is hardly one among us who, however little 
he cares for shooting, will not now and then have had a shot at wild 
duck — how, on some cold-weather morning, after creeping up to the 
edge of a jheel, where, from the quacking and general conversation 
kept up, he has reason to believe that suudry of the Anas family are 
collected, be has taken his shot ' into the brown ' to commence the day 
with. Who can forget, when that first shot was fired, the tremendous 
roar caused by the wings of the rising thousands? 



Then, as the gunner hastily reloads, what a scene is there overhead 
and aroimd ; what a whistling of wings and variety of calls and 
cries from the different swimmers and waders thus suddenly aroused 
into activity, as they wheel and soar round and round, some making 
off to other resorts, but the greater number pitching again in the water 
and reeds around. 

There are certain of the duck tribe that remain altogether in the 
coimtry, breeding on the banks of rivers and jheels — such as the 
spotted-billed duck and other species — bot by far the greater number 
spend the hot-weather months in other climes, to which they migrate 
about the end of Harch; some disappear before. Most of these 
migrants are similar to, or merely varieties of species, that during the 
winter months visit the shores of Britain. They again return to 
India early in October, to some districts sooner, to others later, but 
the first week in October is about the general time. I believe the 
migration of wild fowl depends greatly on the weather they experience 
in the cold countries they visit. I have noticed that near the foot 
of the Himalayas wild fowl arrive earlier than they do farther south ; 
for instance, I see, fix)m the notes in my old Game Eegister, that 
when stationed at Allyghur, in the North-Western Provinces, we shot 
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both <3uck and enipe on September 15th, bat that at Jbansie, nucli 
farther eouth and more central, we did not once, in three Baccessive 
Beanons, ehoot or find a bird till the middle of the firat week in 
October. This is easily to be accounted for ; the whole of our Indian 
wild fowl migrate to and return from the north, and I believe, though 
I am not perfectly certain on this point, that snipe breed in countries 
to the north of India, and return eouth from the same quarter as 
the geese and duck. Naturally, after their long flight south, the birds 
drop to rest and refresh themselves on the first and nearest patches of 
water and marsh that they meet with ; and this accounts for their 
being found, in the first instance, on those lakes and jheels in the 
north of India below the Himalayas, and for their afterwards spreading 
themselves farther eouth. 

* There are several large lakes, such as the Fangong Lake, in Ladak, 
the Khavan and Manasarowar Lakes, south of the Karakoram range of 
mountains, in Chinese Thibet, the PaJtee Lake, near Lassa, and others 
to the north of Nepaul, and travellers who have visited these pieces 
of water during the summer mouths have reported that their banks 
and surface literally teem with thousands of wild fowl which have 
retired to these secluded spots for breeding purposes. And doubtless, 
though certain of the Anattdw may journey much farther north to 
the lakes of Turkestan, and even Siberia, yet the Manasarowar and 
other lakes only a short distance, comparatively speaking, beyond the 
Himalayas, probably afford a refiige and breeding-place to the great 
proportion of the myriads of wild fowl which journey south and scatter 
themselves over the plains of India towards the close of the month 
of September. 

In 1S63, after spending upwards of two months in Thibet, I recrossed 
the enowy range towards the end of July, and to avoid the rains below — 
easily discernible by masses ofdense clouds thatfiUed the lower valleys — 
I kept rather high np for a month or .two, about 12,000 feet, hunting 
thar and burhel, and also collecting the skins of moonal and other 
pheasants. One bright moonlight night early in September (the 8th, 
I find) I was encamped on the summit of a range of hills, and soon 
after dark, when sitting round the log fire, as was my custom, and 
conversing with eome shepherde, who were grazing their flocks on 
the hills around, our attention was taken by the sound of birds' wings, 
and the quacking and chuckling of wild ducks. They were passing 
from north to south. A^ it got later the whistling of pinions increased ; 
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and although we could not see tbe birds, there must have been many 
thousands crossing oveThea,d. I was hoping that this exodus would 
have continued till daylight, but no ; tbe following morning, though I 
was constantly on the look-out, not a bird was to be seen. I distinctly 
recognised the deep call of the Brahminy duck among the passing 
host high overhead ; twice also I heard the peculiar whistling notes 
of the widgeon, which is not a very common bird in India. There were 
no geese apparently ; their deep cry, if heard, could not have been 
mistaken. These birds were undoubtedly en route to the plains, for it 
was just the time of year when wild fowl arrive there, and likely 
enough thej were coming from the very spots already mentioned. 

Wild ducks ore generally found in India resting and feeding on 
patches of water, with more or less cover, snch as reeds, rushes, and 
grass on the edge. These ' jheels,' aa they are called, much resemble 
the lakes and tarns of Ireland and Scotland. Some of them are 
very lai^e, but generally speaking tbe best sport is to be found in 
the smaller-sized lakes and tanks, where the birds, being collected 
in a smaller compass, are more easily got at. There are certain 
jheels, well-known and famed for duck-shooting, where year after 
year the birds assemble in thousands, and remain throughout the 
whole season, in spite of being constantly persecuted by sportsmen 
and netted by natires. There are other lakes, to all appearance, just 
as likely, but which are not popular with .the birds ; probably in the 
latter places there is some description of weed or water-plant wanting, 
which the ducks require for their food. Besides jheels, there ai'e regular 
tanks or ponds in many parts of the country — the Central Provinces, 
for instance — where the water is dammed up by high earthen mounds 
or walls. These reservoirs are often favourite places for various 
kinds of wild fowl ; then again, there are certain narrow, winding, 
sluggish rivers, which are also favourite resorts, for duck and teal 
especially. 

The fi'rst generally to arrive is the little teal ; nearly always, in fact, 
a flight of teal is the advance-guard of the main body. Geese and 
coolung are also early comers ; then the gadwall, pintail, and others 
flock in ; the laat to come and the last to go is the blue-winged teal or 
garganey. Some kinds of wild duck are partial to certain parts of the 
■ country, and do not resort to others ; for instance, no wild dnck is more 
common in the tanks and ponds in the Saugor and Nagode country 
than the beautiful pintail. Yet in the Jhausie district, not lar distant, 
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we Beldotu shot many of that species, perhaps one or two in a daj'a 
eport, but not more. Again, in the hirge jheels about Jhansie there 
were nearly always one or two large flights of the red-created 
pochard ; but at Allyghur, though we occasionally found and shot this 
bird, it was not nearly ao plentiful; and I might give many other 
instances. 

The little teal seems to be abundant everywhere ; even far away south 
in the Assam jangles any likely patch of water would be almost sure 
to bold one or two flights of these little beauties. They will often 
be found paddling about on flooded ground, with water only a few 
inches deep, as they are surface-feeders. It would be exceptional to 
find in such a spot any of the pochard tribe — birds with their legs 
far back to assist them tQ dive to the bottom for their food. These 
latter birds resort to jheels and tanks, where the water is compara- 
tively deep; so does the pintail. It is a pretty sight to see a flock 
of the latter feeding; not diving out of sight, but with their heads 
down and tails in the air, plucking off the weeds and shoots that 
grow beneath the surface. Many of oar common English wild ducks 
are rare in India, and vice vertd. The mallard is by no means a 
common bird in Bengal, although it is occasionally to be met with. 
I have only seen it at all plentiful in one district, and that was Philib- 
heet. The widgeon, ^ain, is not often shot; but the gadwall, an 
uncommon bird in Britain, is very plentiful in India. The ruddy 
shielddrake, one of the rarest of birds in England, is met with 
everywhere in India, and so on. Our Nimrods are very careless 
about naming their game correctly. I have constantly heard the dark 
brown little white-eyed duck miscalled widgeon. The gadwall very 
often is erroneously named mallard, and I remember a gentleman — a 
good sportsman too — actually disputing with me that be was right in 
naming the spotted-billed dack a mallard. These miscallings give 
rise to much confusion and mistakes when accounts of shooting trips 
are sent to newspapers and magazines, leading the public to wrong 
conclusions. 

Duck-shooting is carried on in various ways, according to the 
description and size of the water and the surrounding country. In 
some very large jheels little will be done without boats and numerous 
guns ; in others, you can get very good sport alone and shooting * 
from the bank. Sometimes, especially in jheels and ponds with little 
cover, the birds, after a few shots have been fired, make off, while in 
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otberB the guimer may fire away all day, and they will only go from 
one place to another. This is generally the case in extensive pieces 
of water. In some of oar lakes there are comers where the tall 
reeds and grass afford concealment and protection from the son, and 
yet are not so thick at the bottom as to prevent the birds from swim- 
ming about; there, abont midday, a sporteman in a boat, punted along 
silently by a man behind him, will get sometimes capita! sport ; birds 
will keep rising one or two at a time within distance, while others 
only a few score yards farther on, from laziness, or because they are 
partly concealed, will not take wing till the noise of the approaching 
boat makes them fly np. The first time a dock-shooter visits a jheel be 
should mark well the course and direction the ducks take when flying 
round or going away altogether ; it will likely enough assist him to fill 
his bag on a future visit. There are, generally speaking, certain poiuts 
of land jutting out into jheels, or small islands, over which the birds 
continually keep crossing, and from whence a gunner, if tolerably well 
concealed, will get more sliots and at closer distances than his com- 
panion labouring and following the birds from place to place. 

About Eve miles from Jhansie there was a beautiful lake, surrounded 
by high hills. Unfortunately the back of one of these hills was used by 
the lottery of artillery stationed at Jhansie as a ' butt,' and when the 
gunners were out at practice, it was of little use visiting the spot 
for sporting purposes. The heavy booming of howitzers and guns 
close by was too much for the feelings of the wild duck inhabiting the 
lake, and each morning, at the discharge of the first nine-pounder, 
they made off m tnaste. 

At other times this lake was a favourite resort of mine in the cold 
season. It wa« not far distant from the river Betwah, and about sun- 
down swarms of wild fowl, early in the season especially, poured into 
the jheel from the river to feed all night. Knowing this habit, I often 
drove or rode out from Jhansie of an afternoon to the spot, procured a 
boat from a village hard by, with a man to guide it, and then made 
for a creek at the far end of the lake, bordered on each side by high 
rushes and reeds, and a favourite feeding-ground for wild ducks. We 
hid ourselves at the farthermost point of the creek, overlooking a long 
strip of open water running down the centre of it, and at the same 
time facing in the direction of the setting sun, so that in the short 
Eastern twilight we might see the wild fowl more clearly as they flew 
between us and the sky, where the last gleam of day still lingered. 
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Presently they notild begin to arrive, and if luck faronred ua, a goodly 
flight, after circliag aroiind,- would prepare to pitch, though not on 
this occasion to feed, for it vras a case of * first come first served,' 
and the breech-loader was brought into play. Then the scared wild 
ducks would make oflf, leaving perhaps one or two of their number 
behind ; but hardly are the fresh cartridges dropped into the barrels, 
when another flight appears on the horizon, to meet with a similar 
reception ; and so the sport continues for perhaps half an hoar, when 
it becomes too dark to see to shoot longer. I have on three or four 
occasions, in a short space of time, shot over twenty duck and teal in 
this manner ; and one evening, a friend and I, assisted by the light of 
a brilliant moon, bagged thirty-eight duck, besides losing at least half 
a score more in the darkness. 

The flight of some dncks is much swifter than that of others. 
The little teal, especially when flying singly, surpasses, I think, all 
others in this respect. The pintail is another very rapid flyer, as also 
is the little white-eyed duck. The larger pochards, though powerful, 
and taking heavy blows to bring them down, are not so quick on the 
wing as those I have previously mentioned. 

I have already said that small jheels can be commanded and 
shot from the edge with facility, but that in lat^e jheels boats are 
necessary. Generally speaking, it is of little nse for a single gunner to 
attempt by himself to shoot large patches of water ; he will probably 
only alarm and drive the fowl off, without doing much execution; 
whereas with six or seven guns a good account of the ducks might 
have been given. I have often been one of a party of this kind, and 1 
will describe the usu^l way of proceeding on such occasions. 

A day is chosen for the expedition; probably Thursday, as that 
day, through the kindness of our late Commander-in Chief, is strictly 
ordered to be a day of no parades or duty of any sort except what is 
absolutely necessary. Men are sent on before to pitch a tent near 
the lake fixed on for the duck-shooting, and to have breakfast ready 
at an appointed hour the following morning, for the arrival of certain 
hungry Nimrods. Instructions are also given to some trustworthy 
individual to collect a sufficient number of boats and get them ready 
the preceding evening. Sometimes dnck-boats, usuallv made of wood, 
or with wooden framework covered witli hides, arc borrowed and sent 
out, should anyone in the station possess such things. I had one 
for several years, but sold it, finding that the expense of keeping 
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it in repair, and sending it out carried by four coolies, wa« too 
great. But the usual contrivance used by sportsmen for wild-fowl 
shooting on water, ia made as follows : Two ' dug-onte,' or canoes 
made of logs hollowed ont, are lashed firmly together side by side. 
About a yard or so from the bows, a native bedstead or charpoy, usnally 
borrowed from the nearest village for the occasion, is placed across 
both boats, legs uppermost, and fastened by ropes in its place. The 
sportsman sits on the bedstead with one leg in each canoe, his car- 
tridges by his side, and is propelled along by two natives using 
poles, and standing behind him, one in each canoe. This makes a 
tolerably steady and safe platform, from which a sitting shot can be 
taken with ease, and the only difficulty is to take a shot when a bird 
rises or passes on the right hand. Each sportsman should be accom- 
panied by a sharp fellow in a single canoe, to assist him in retrieving 
the wounded and slain, or in patting up ducks that have settled on open 
water, where it would be useless attempting to get at them. 

A certain nnmber of birds, more or less, according as the cover into 
which thej fell is thick or the contrary, are always lost in duck-shooting. 
It is a good plan, jost before coming away after a day's shooting, 
when several birds have been lost, for one of the sportsmen to take a 
good retriever with him and examine the edge of the lake, where there 
is sufficient cover to conceal the wounded. Winged birds always 
eventually make for shore, though at first they may fall and dive about 
in the middle of a lake to elude their enemies. Some kinds of ducks, 
if winged by a shot, are prettj easily captured, while others, especially 
the pochards, are very difficalt to retrieve, and I have often seen two or 
three boats take a quarter of an hour or more in open water before 
they GOold tire out one of these birds. With a dog it ia a mnch 
easier matter, of course ; but really good retrievers for this description 
of sport are seldom met with in India. As a general role I would 
recommend the sportman not to attempt to pursue or catch a slightly 
wounded diving duck such as the pochard, especially if it has fallen ' 
into deep nater, but to remain perfectly, quiet, and presently the bird 
will be almost certain to reappear within shot and a second barrel 
gives him his quietus. 

Of late years Government have encouraged the British soldiers to 
employ their spare time in shooting by lending them old smooth-bore 
muskets, capital weapons, by -the- way, for duck-shooting. The measure 
is excellent, but the result is that a jhccl, lake, or river anywhere in 
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the neighbourhood of a large cantonment, is perpetually being risited, 
and shots fired at the birds on it. The wild ducks on such waters 
consequently soon become wary, and it is necessary in these times to 
look for good sport farther away from oar large stations than in 
former years. 

On reaching one of our Indian lakes in the middle of the day, 
especially if the sun ia unusually warm, anyone unacquainted with the 
habite of wild dnck would be apt to im^ne that the water was 
deserted, and not a bird in the vicinity, so quiet and still everything 
appears, withotit a sound of any kind. But the sportsman who knows 
what he is about, will before leaving examine carefnlly with a telescope, 
if he has one, the edge of the jheel. Flocks of birds may be hidden 
by the reeds, or sitting with their heads under their wings basking in 
the ^un on the muddy bank. I have found them many a time, nnder 
the above circumstances, collected in thousands, and with a little care 
the gunner may creep up and pour in a deadly volley of shot. 

I have already stated tJiat natives are in the faahit of netting wild 
fowl during the cold weather. I have known hundreds taken in a 
single night by simply placing a net about six feet broad, propped up 
with sticks, across certain spots where the birds fly low before pitching 
to feed. The mesh of these nets is just large enough to hold a duck's 
head when thrust through, and in the darkness the birds fly up against 
tlie net, become entangled, and before they can extricate themselves 
a man comes in a boat and pops them into a basket. Where this 
netting work is much carried on, fowl naturally become extremely wary. 

When shooting by myself, without a boat, I have found it an 
excellent plan, when the wild ducks are sitting on open water out oi 
gun-shot, to fire a rifle bullet skipping along the surface. This is a 
most efliectual way of causing every bird to take wing, and by hiding 
up, with good luck, a flock may come within distance. 

There are two species of wild duck, mentioned by Jerdon as occasion* 
ally found in Bengal and our North-Westem Provinces, which I regret 
to say I never have come across, and am therefore unable to include in 
my list. They are both rare in India. The first is the pink-headed 
duck {Ana8caryopkylUicea),3Jii the second the Smew {Mergelhs aJbetlug), 
the latter by no means rare in the winter months on the shores of 
Britain. 
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CHAPTER XL 

WILD GEESE. 



Tp Ihej rose with crj aod clamour 

With a whirr and beat of pimons.^LONSFEixow, 



I.— COMMON WILD GOOSE (Aiuer duerem, Meter). 

It ia unneceMary to describe this well-known bird, for I believe it to 
be exactly the same as the common grey goose that visits our shores in 
winter. In northern India, towards the end of September, or early 
in October, wild geese arrive in large flocks from the North, probably 
from Siberia and other climes. In company with the coolving or crane, 
they are among the earliest to appeal*. There are certain spots where 
year after year they congregate and pass the winter. In the Allyghur 
district thousands of wild geese spread all over the country, and a 
jheel close te a large Jat village called Somna was, years a^, early in 
the season, an especially favourite place for them, as also for both 
descriptions of coolung. 

Early in the morning the sportsman will find the birds feeding on 
the crops. Young wheat or grain is a favourite food, and they are 
most destructive to the com of the villagers. They generally are 
cunning enough to keep well away from high cover, which might give 
concealment to an enemy; but now and then, by taking advantage 
of a piece of sugar-cane, a field of dhal, or some other high-standing 
crop, the gunner may make a successful stalk, as I have done many a 
time. Moreover, the birds are so taken up with their morning meal, 
that this is the best time of the day to get a shot at them. When the 
sun gets high and powerful, the flock takes wing with loud clamour, 
and makes straight for the banks of some neighbouring river, where. 
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during the heat of tlie day, they lie asleep till late in the afternoon 
on some sRiiidy island or mud-bank, well out of harm's way. J hare 
seen hundreds of geese about mid-day on the chnrs or islands of 
the Ganges and Jamna basking in the sun, with their heads under 
their wings. Towards sunset they again take flight to their feeding 
grounds, passing generally in a direct line from the river to the 
fields of young com, grain, or swamp, and at no great height from 
the ground. A sportsman, by watching the birds and studying tlieir 
habits, may waylay them as they pass to and fro, and get several 
shots ; but the geese, after being fired at once or twice, become wary, 
keep higher in the air, and avoid spots from whence the gunner hag 
spread death in their ranks. When lying on these sandy banks in the 
heat of the day, one or two vigilant sentinels generally keep wide 
awake to protect their comrades, though I hare stolen a march on them 
now and then. 

Many years ago, when proceed!^ by steamer wiUi troops np the 
Granges, we grounded and stuck fast for several days below Ghazeepore ; 

— no unusual event, by the way, on these trips — and a comrade, A d 

of the 27th, and I amused ourselves by exploring the surrounding 
country with onr guns, but met with little success so far ns sport 
was concerned. 

For two or three days in succession we had noticed a large flock 
of geese, settle about 10 or 11 o'clock on a long strip of sand in 
the middle of the river ; there must have been several hundreds of 
birds, but the spot was so open, without a particle of cover anywhere 
near, that there appeared to be no hope of otit-manceuvring them, and 
getting within shot. While watching them one day from the high 
bank of the river we noticed several lai^e native boats, with sails up, 
pass close by the geese without alarming the flock, or even attracting their 
attention ; and my companion observed, ' If we could only get on board 
a native boat we might have a capital chance ; ' and then 1 remembered 
that about half a mile above there was a ghat or ferry, with several 
dinghies plying to and fro ; so we made onr way there, and after some 
little trouble hired a long narrow boat with two men. The current 
of the river, which was running very strong, rapidly brought us in the 
required direction, without the use of either sail or oar. We lay 
down at the bottom of the boat, with our guns heavily loaded with 
B.B., ill readiness, and directed one of the boatmen to steer us along- 
side of the sandbank. We presently glided within twenty or thirty 
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yards of the birds ; and then, when all too late, one of the sleepj 
sentinels became enspicious of danger, and gave a croak of alnrm, which 
was followed by the appearance of numerous heads from under wings. 
The next moment we poured in a raking volley, which left five birds 
dead on the sand ; another dropped, with a broken wing, in the water, 
and I saw a seventh tumble head over heels into a clnmp of bushes 
on the river-bank; we recovered them all, and returned to the steamer 
in triumph. 

On another occasion I was not so successful in a wild-goose chase, 
which occurred near Jhansie. I was oat fishing a few miles below a place 
called Oorcha, but had brought a gun with me as usual. I observed 
some twenty or thirty grey geese, about mid-day, settle on an island in 
the middle of the river Betwah. They were too far from either bank to 
admit of a successful shot, though the river was not very broad at the 
spot; but at one end of the long shelving bank on which they were 
collected there was' a mass of lai^ rocks. If I could only get behind 
these boulders without being discovered I could obtain a fine chance 
for a shot. I had been wading when fishing for mabseer, and was 
already wet, so did not mind going into the water. Entering the river 
about three hundred yards above the island, and stooping, so as to get 
the rocks between myself and the geese, and thns screen me from their 
view, I slowly advanced, making as little splashing as possible. I had 
almost arrived within distance, with the water above my knees, when, 
jnst as I was preparing to knd and peep over, I observed a long dark 
object, which I had hitherto taken for the upper portion of a slab of 
rock, slowly sliding into the river. Horror ! it was a huge muggur, or 
crocodile. The chances are he would not have touched me, but the 
very idea of such a monster being close at hand was too much for my 
feelings, and, without thinking more of the geese, I made direct for the 
shore as fast as possible, and the next moment had the mortification 
to see the flock, which now had perceived me, rise in the air and 
make off. 

The sportsman should avoid, if possible, taking his shot at a goose 
when flying towards him, for unless struck in the head or neck or a 
wing broken the feathers on the breast of this bird are so thick 
that even the heaviest shot often prove inefi'ectnal. Always watch 
a bird that has evidently been struck, especially if he keeps wagging 
his tail as be makes ofT; likely enough, after proceeding many hundred 
yards, he will suddenly collapse and fall dead with a * whop ' that may 
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be heard a long vaj off. These birds are considered by many as 
coarse food for the table, but I have known them late in the season, 
when well fed with com, to be most excellent ; and when jugged in the 
same manner as a hare, a wild goose is not to be despised. 

I have often attempted, when a Sight of geese have taken up their 
station in some unapproachable position, snch as an island in the 
middle of some lai^e river, to try what effect a rifle-bnllet would 
have among their ranks. One would imagine that a dense flock of birds 
huddled together would be an easy mark, bnt the contrary' is my ex- 
perience. Only once did a rifle-bullet prove successful, and on that 
occasion it cat off the head of a gander and passed through the body 
of an old goose close to him. 



U.— THE IJAR-HEADED GOOSE (Awr indiciu, Q}tm.a). 

This bird in general habits much resembles the common species, 
but it is, I believe, only found in India. It appears to arrive about the 
same time, and doubtless from the same countries ; and early in 
October spreads over the whole of our North-Westem Provinces. At 
AUyghur they were exceedingly plentiful, more so than the common 
goose. At Agra, and between that and Muttra, they were also very 
numerous. They were not so common at Jhansie, and still less so towards 
LuUutpore. I shot the bird several times in Assam, though it is by no 
means plentiful, at any rate in that part of the province where I was 
stationed. Generally speaking, I have found it easier to stalk a flock of 
bar-headed geese than the common kind. I have on several occasions — 
twice in the Allyghur district— seen the two feeding in one large flock 
together, though they separated on taking wing. The bar-beaded goose 
is considerably smaller and lighter than the common goose ; it has a 
small, handsome head, with yellow bill, and the dark bars across the 
back of the head are very distinct, the bird having altogether a very 
game- like appearance. 

The cry of this bird differs from tliat of the groy species. Though 
not very common about Jliansio, we yearly shot a number, and I can 
remember a very successful day's work at a flock of bar-beaded. I 
had received information that some of these birds were in the habit, 
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early every morning, of feeding on some young com in a field, where 
formerly a large piece of water had been kept in by a band or bank. 
The natives hod drained the water off, and sown their com in the 
bed of this lake. Early one morning, in company with three friends, 
I drove out to reconnoitre the spot, and oure enough there were 
some fifty or sixty of the geese, but right in the middle of the field, 
where there was no cover. After a consultation we agreed that I 
— being lame at the time — should remain on the bund, and mark 
wounded birds, and also look out for a shot, while the other three 
were to surround the flock, and then su Idenly, on an appointed signal, 
rapidly creep in from either side. Our plan succeeded exactly as we 
had hoped. The geese, on observing their enemies, stopped feeding, 
but,ouaccountof the number of their foes, were puzzled for the moment 
in which direction to make off, and while yet considering they allowed 

my friends to get within range. R d, who was on the right, opened 

the ball by knocking over two ; the flock then wheeled towards 3 ^y 

and T r, who dropped two more ; and they then came right over 

my head, and I shot a fifth ; a sixth bird, badly wounded, was also 
recovered soon after. 



in.— THE BLACK-BAOKED GOOSE {Sarcidiornit mekmota). 
Dbscehtioh, 

The male is a heavy, cliuuey Urd, with an eitnordiniuy soft protubeianco on the 
bate of the upper mandihle. 

The neck dull white, spotted with black ; the bock and wiogs verj dark glosay blue 
and green, much like the colouring of the Moonal pheasant on the wingi. 

The female — remarkable for its small size in comparison with the male~-is withont the 
deep colouring of that bird. 

The * nuktah,' as this bird is called by the natives, is very common in 
many parts of the country. It is not a regular goose, and altogether 
differs fixim A. einereus and A. indicua, &r more resembling, in fact, a 
large duck, such as the muscovy, than a goose ; nor does it migrate, like 
the true wild geese, but remains in India, and breeds in lakes and 
sluggish rivers, where reeds, rushes, and grass abound, affording cover 
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for tbe neat. Daring the rains they spread all over the country, and 
may often be seen feeding in flooded fields. Unlike the common wild 
goose, this bird is by no means wary, and does not make straight 
away from a jheel after the first few shots, aa wild geese are in the 
habit of doing, bnt keeps circling rooud and roand. The disparity in 
size between the male and female is most remarkable. I should say, 
though I have never weighed them, that the male is quite twice the 
weight of the female. 

The bla-ek -backed goose seldom resorts to large open lakes devoid 
of cover, but prefers swamps aud jhcels covered with weeds and grass, 
I have shot ten of them in a day ; they generally oftfer single shots, or 
perhaps a pair of birds come past together. When flying in a flock 
across from one place to another, I have noticed that they are not so 
particular in keeping a line or acute angle aa the generality of wild- 
fowl ; the flight is heavy and slow, but the wings and feathers of the 
body are very thick, and will resist any but large shot. The glossy 
dark green and purple feathers on the wings of the naktah have often 
reminded me of the resplendent coat of the Moonal pheasant, which they 
very much resemble in tint and shade. Though a coarse ugly bird in 
appearance, it is a mistake to imagine that it is not good eating. I 
was always of this opinion till a friend assured me to the contrary, and 
rightly so ; for when properly cooked it is an excellent bird for the table 
— superior, in my opinion, to the grey or bar-headed goose. 

In addition to the three species of geese I hare mentioned as 
common to Bengal, Jerdon tells us of the Fink-footed, the White- 
fronted, and the Dwarf Goose being occasionally found in Northern 
India. I regret to say that I have never had the good fortune to come 
across these birds, and imagine them to be rare visitors. 
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CHAPTEB XII. 
WILD DUCKS. 



The falcon, poised od soaiiag wiog, 

Watches the wild duck by the spring. — Scon. 



I.— THE MALLARD {Anat bo»ch«»). 

Though bo very commoD during the winter months in Great Britain, 
the mallu^ is only ocoaslonally met with by the Indian sportsman in 
Bengal. I am, however, told that it is exceedingly plentiful in the 
flooded parts of Upper Scinde. Nowtere have I found it plentiiul, nor 
have I ever shot more than two in a day. In the cold weather of 
1872 I was shooting in the neighbourhood of Fhilibbeet, in Bohilknnd, 
and came across several flights of mallard, besides single birds ; in fact, 
the common wild duck was more plentiful there than in any other 
part of the country that I am acquainted with. At Allyghur I occa- 
sionally shot one or two, but never more. During three years' residence 
in Jbansie, tiiough constantly out duck-shooting, I only bagged one 
mallard. I have been informed that it is fonnd in the neighbourhood . 
of Gorruckpore, where there are numerous fine lakes abounding with 
wild-fowl in the cold weather. 



II.— THE SPOTTED-BILLED DUOK (Anas padlorAymAn). 

Descriptioh. 

Male. — Head aboTS dark browD, a dark streak horn base of bill aloDg rade of head ; 
neck and bieaat, greyish white, spotted with ding; black, the spots becoming larger on 
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breAst and below ; featliers on upper part of back dingy black, each feather edged wiik 
light gny ; rump black ; tail brown. Greater wing-coverta white, bordered with black ; 
speculum, dafk bluish green, margiued with black and white; bill dark, tin bright jellow, 
with a red lump at base. 

female. — Much resemblee male, but is rather amoUer. 

This particnlarlj fine and handsome duck is, I consider, the moat 
remarkable of all oar Indian wild-fowl. Jerdon tells ua that it is 
peculiar to India, or at any rate to Afiia. I have been informed that 
it is found in certain parts of China. It does not migrate from the 
plainst hut stays and hreeds in rirers and lakes where there is plenty 
of cover. It ia called the * nullah duck ' by some sportsmen, on ac- 
count of its resorting to nullaha or watercourses. In the Bombay 
Presidency I am told that it ia often termed the * silver-grey duck.' 
Unlike other wild fowl, it is seldom if ever aeen on the banka of large 
rivers, such as the Ganges or Jumna; but prefers alow winding streams, 
with plenty of reeds, rushes, and grass on the margin. It also fre- 
quents jheels with the same description of cover. A pair, or four or 
five will uanally be found tc^ether ; aometimes more, but never large 
Sights. On being alarmed, and rising, the bird ntt«rs a measured 
quack, several times repeated, similar to, and liardly to be distinguished 
from, the call of the mallard. In fact, it is ottea called mallard by 
sportsmen who are not particular about naming wild-fowl correctly. 
It is not a wary bird, except where often alarmed and fired at by 
gunners. The flight ia heavy and sluggish ; and if within common 
range one of these birds can hardly be missed. Moreover, it ia brought 
down with a less heavy blow, and with greater ease, than many other 
wild ducks. I saw a pair of spotted-billed ducks exhibited at the Crystal 
Palace Poultry Show of 1874. They were priced at lOQl. ; but doubt- 
leaa the owner did not wish to part with them, and for that reason put 
a fancy price on the birds. The spotted-billed duck is an excellent 
bird for the table — unrivalled, in fact. I have shot it all over the 
country, inclading Assam; but it was more numerous in Bundelkund 
than in any other province I am acquainted yrith. 

I have never seen the neat, nor could I ever procure an egg. 
Jerdon tells us 'it nidificates on the ground, among long graas, 
laying eight or ten greenish-white eggs.' 
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in.— THE "WTDGEON (Anat PetKlopt). 

This bird, like the mallard, though one of oar commonest visitors 
in England during the winter months, is hj no means plentiful in India, 
or at any rate in our Northern Provinces. During a season I generally 
flEot a few, perhaps ten or twelve, sometimes not so many. Like the 
mallard, birds are often shot, and called widgeon, which are not 
really so. The bird is a swift flyer and may be recognised from 
other fowl, when high in the air, by its whistling note. 



rV.-THE PINTAIL DUCK {D^tjlaacula). 
Dbscbipiton. 

Mule. — Bil), bluish. Head, back of Deck, and tbro&t, browniBh, speckled with 
pale brown and black. Breast and bellj, whitjsb, spotted with pale brown. The 
whole of the upper parts duekj black, margitu pale, and tcanBrersely bar^d with whit«. 
Primariea, greyish. Speculum, greenish. Tail, long and gTOjish-brown. Under tail-coverts 
pale reddish-browD. Legs and toes blackish. 

The general colour of the female ia brown, marked with blackish-brown. 

This beautiful bird, about the most elegant of all the duck tribe, visits 
our Indian provinces in vast flocks. I found it exceedingly common 
in the tanks and jheels of the Saugor and Eewah country, and plentiful 
in the neighbourhood of Allyghur, but not nearly so common in the 
Jhansie and Lullntpore districts, though we generally picked up a few 
couple in a day's sport. It is very plentilnl in certain parts of Assam. 
A friend and I hilled nineteen couple of duck one day off the Lowqua 
lake, opposite Tezpore, on the Berhampooter, and more than half the 
birds were pintails. 

They are exceedingly rapid flyers, and are unsurpassed among wild- 
fowl for the table. The pintail duck is at once recognised, however 
high in the air, by ita long outstretched neck, long pointed tail, and the 
amount of white in the under part of the body. It feeds under water, 
not diving under the surface altogether, like the pochards, but ducking 
under, with half the body above the water, in the manner that we 
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oilieii see ewana feeding. It is, generally speaking, an easy bird to 
approach, eren nben feeding on open pools of water, tbough naturally, 
where much persectited by sportsmen, it requires a little care to stalk a 
flight of pintails. 



—THE GADWALL {Atuit ttrepera). 
Descriptioh. 



Malt. — Bill, lead colooi. Iridea, hftzel. Head and Beck, pole brown, speckled with 
dark brown. Back, grey, marked with grey liDss, Point of the wingf, Bmall coverts, 
cheatant-brown, tilled with orange. Greiiter wing-covertu, primaries, and secondtwies, 
blackish. Speculum, white. Tertiala, tinged with hrowniah-gre;, margins paler. Ruotp, 
upper and under tail-coverts, hluish-black. Tail, brown, with pole margins. Neck, dark 
grey. Under parte, white. Legs and toes, orange ; claws, black. 

The general colour of the female is brown, marked with pale brown. Under part«, 
whjt«. 

This fine heavy dack in Northern India takes the place as it were 
of the mallard, and is about the commonest of our large wild duck, 
I have fonnd it more or less numerous in every part of the country, 
more especially in the Allyghnr district. It was also exceedingly 
common in the tanks, lakes, and jheels around JImnsie. It is one of 
the early birds to arrive, and is excellent for the table. 



VI.— THE 8HIELDRAKE {Tadoma mdpanier). 
DEsoRipnoK. 

Male. — Beak, venuilioD. Irides, brown. Head and neck, greenish-black. Lower 
part of neck, a broad white collar, a broad chestnut baud on the breast passing round 
between the shoulders and upper part of back. Back, upper tail joathera, white. Scapu- 
lars, blacfcbh, edged with rich red-brown. Tips of wings and wingH:0Terl8, white. Pri- 
maries, brown. Speculum, green. Tail, white, black-tipped. A broad lice on breast and 
belly, rich brown. Sides and undei^parta, white. Legs and toes, pinkish. 

Length. — About 34 inches. 

The female resembles the male, but ia not so richly coloured. 

This bird is far less common in India than in Britain. Only once 
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bave I ever met with it, and tliat was at Allj^ghnr.' I found a pair, 
and, after infinite trouble, killed the drake. The amount of white on 
the plumage of these two birds, although there were thousands of wild- 
fowl in company, drew my atteution to them, and I was in great hopes 
that I had shot some rare description of duck, until I picked it up, 
when, by its peculiar shaped hill, I at once recognised the common 
Bhieldrake. 



VU.— THE BUDDY SHIELDRAKE, oe BRAHMINY DDOK (Tadonui ruiila). 
DsscKimoM. 

Male. — Bealc, lead colour. Irides, jellowiah-btown. Head, cheeke, cbiD, and tbiottt 
almost white, graduaU; becoming a rich red-bra;m on the lower part of the neck and 
body ; near the beee there is a black ring. Shoulders and scapular feathers, pale buff. 
Primaries, dark grey or bladdsh. Speculum, metallic green. Tail, dark grey. LegB and 
toes, almoet black. 

Length. — About 25 inches. 

The female is smaller, but much reaemblee the male, the black ring of the neck 
being absent. 

I HATE given a short description of this bird, as it is very rarely met 
with in England, though one of our commonest Indian ducks. I have 
heard it asserted that the ruddy sbieldrake sometimes met with in 
Europe differs somewhat from our Indian bird ; but, judging from 
stuffed specimens, I must confess that I can perceive no difference in 
the plumage of the two. Sportsmen hardly ever take notice of this 
bird, though by the way the ' chukwah-chukwee,' as the Hindoos call 
the Brahminy duck, seldom gives a chance to the gunner, being one 
of the most wide-awake of all wild-fowl ; and, when in company with 
others, often spoils a good chance, by giving notice of danger with its 
alarm-cries as it makes off. It frequents the banks of all our targe 
rivers, more especially the Ganges, where it may be seen at all times 
feeding in the shallows or mud-banks. As a rule it is seldom to be 
found in tanks, and it is exceptional to find it in company with other 
ducks. In size and shape this duck more resembles one of the anser 
tribe ; and I remember one morning, when yet so early that it was 

' I lun told that it is very plentiful at the mouth of the Indus, where all deserip- 
tions of wild fowl congregate in myriads during the cold weather. 



dbjGoogle 



356 TSE GAME OF BENGAL. 

impossible to distinguish the colour of objects, I brought down three 
Qnfortnnate Brahminy ducks passing overhead, in mistake for geese. 
They delight to paddle about i» flooded fields, are also partial to young 
com, and I have seen them feeding in company with wild geese on the 
yonng crops. When at Jhansie I noticed that the Brahminy ducks, on 
first arriving, appeared in large flights, but soon the flock divided into 
small parties of two or four. I have eaten one of these birds, and 
certainly it was perfectly good for food, though not, at the same time, 
to be ranked amongst the best birds for the table. 

It has been stated that this bird is a foul feeder, and a writer in the 
Indian ' Sporting Keview,' speaking of Tadoma ruHla, says : ' It is often 
found devouring carrion on the banks of rivers, and is frequently seen 
banqueting in company with vultures, and associating with such other 
villanous companions.' 

Jerdon quotes this passage, and strongly expresses his disbelief in 
such a statement, and I am convinced that the writer was quit« mis- 
taken ; for though the bird certainly frequents the banks of our lai^ 
rivers, I have never met anyone who could say that he had observed 
the ruddy shieldrake feed on anything but its natural food^ 

This bird, according to Hooker, has the peculiar habit of Tadoma 
vulpanaer of breeding in rabbit holes. It is held to be sacred by the 
Hindoos. 



VUl.— THE SHOVELLER {Spatula dyptoia). 
Dbbobiftioh. 
Malf, — Bill, lead colour. Head, greeniib-blAck. Neck aod scapulars, white. Bock, 
dark brown; maigina of tke feathers, paler. Shoulders, leeeer wiog-coverts, and 
tertjals, elatj-blue. Upper wing-coTerts, white. Primaries and Eecondaries, nearly black. 
Speculum, green. Rump, upper and under tail'COTertB, and tail, nearlj black ; breast, 
chestnut-brown. Legs and toes, orange-t«d ; nula, black. 

Length. — 20 inches. The bill ia long, wide at the tip, and rounded. 
Female. — Brown, marked with darker brown Btreaks. 

This is another very common bird, and in the winter months is found 
all over the country. It is generally met with singly or in pairs. I 
cannot remember ever once having seen a large flight of shovellers. 
They offer few attractions to a sportsman ; and though I generally 
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took my shot at one of them passing overhead, yet at the end of the daj 
my syce or some other servant was presented with Spatula dypeata, 
for he is not much of a bird for the table, however well cooked ; and, 
moreover, has a habit of Irequenting Dhobie's ponds and pools of water 
close to villages, which no well-bred wild duck would think of in- 
habiting. The plumage of an old drake shoveller is very beautiful, 
though the ungraceful bill detracts somewhat from the elegance of the 
bii-d. Unlike most wild ducks, I have frequently come across this 
bii'd in lakes and pools of water perfectly bare of cover, with nothing 
but mud and sand on the margin. The female much resembles the 
common wild duck, but has the peculiar broad-tipped bill, the same aa 
the drake. 



TX.-THE RED-ORE£TED POCHARD (Fuiufula t-ufitu,). 
DEScMPTioir. 

Male. — Beak, vermilion-red ; tip, white. Iridss, reddisb-hrown. Head and Deck, 
cbeetDut-red ; creet of long soft feathers. Lower part of neck and upper tail-coverts, 
hrown. Back, and Bcapulariee, yeUowieh-brown. Upper wing-coverts, ashy-hrown. 
Primaries and tail, grejish-lsrowii. Out wehe of secondarieB, white. Breach, belly, and 
under tail-coverts, black ; flanks white. Lege and toes, vennilion. 

Female. — Without a ciest ; top of head, dark brown. Oheeka, throat, and udea of 
neck, greyiah-white. Upper parts of body, pale rufoua-brown. Shoulder and Bpeculiuu, 
greyisb-nhite. Breast, reddish-browo. 

This fine duck, one of the largest and heaviest we meet with in India, 
is common in our Northern Provinces, frequenting large lakes in dense 
flights. At a well-kuown lake near Jbansie, called Diuaro, there were 
always in the cold season several large flights of these birds. At 
Alljghur they were also common, especially on the Adown jheel. I 
also constantly shot this fine duck as far south as Assam. It is a strong, 
powerful flyer, with very thick plumage, so that heavy shot is necessary 
to bring it down. The male bird, with its lovely silky plume, red eye 
and bill, black breast, and white speculum, is a very handsome duck ; 
bat the female, with its sober grey and white plumage, is leas striking. 
The ' lal seer,' as this bird is called by the natives, meaning ' red head,* 
is one of the diving ducks, feeding on the bottom of weedy lakes. A 
flight passing overhead in the dark may be distinguished from other 
wild tbwl by the noise of their wings. 
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X.— THE KED-HEADED POCHARD {Ftdiguta faina). 

This well-known bird in Britain, called * dan bird ' by fowlera in some 
localities, is commoo generally over Northern India ; and I bare shot 
it in almost erery station ia the Nortb-Weat wbere I bave been quar- 
tered. It is a diving dnck, as its legs, placed far back in tke body, at 
once sbow ; very tbick-bnilt, and not a gracefnl bird ; feeding on 
various weeds, grass, &c., growing at tbe bottom of lakes, jbeels, and 
sluggisb rivere. I bare heard this bird erroneously called tbe ' canvas 
back,' tbe well-known and far-famed American duck, which certainly 
belongs to the pochard tribe, but is larger, and never vi&ita India. 

Like all tbe diving class of ducks, this bird, unless shot dead, is, 
especially in Jbeels covered with weeds, lilies, and creepers, most diffi- 
cult to retrieve, more so than any duck I am acquainted with. Unless 
in shallow wat«r the best of retrievers are usually baffled, so canning 
are these birds, often putting only the tips of their bills above wat«r 
to breathe, with their bodies well concealed the while by a patch of 
reeds or rushes. This pochard has shortish wings, and is a heavy 
flyer } but the feathers are very thick, especially ou the breast ; and 
No. 5 shot, with a good charge of powder, is, in my opinion, the best 
for the sport. 



XI.— THE WHITE-ETED POCHARD {FuUguia nyroco). 

This bird, one of the smallest of the pochard tribe, is common in many 
ports of India, more especially in Bundelkund. General colour, deep 
reddish-brown ; speculum, white ; white under the chin ; belly, white. 
Length about fifteen inches. At Jhansie it was exceedingly numerous, 
and in the cold weather afforded good sport. It is a swift-flying bird, 
occasionally found in flocks, but more often singly or in pairs. It 
loves to frequent jbeels with plenty of cover. I have met with capital 
shooting about mid-day in tanks bordered with high reeds, with every 
here and there open pieces of water. Here, when the sun becomes 
powerful, the white-eyed duck retires, and a sportsman, seated in a boat, 
and noiselessly punted by a couple of natives, will, unless tbe birds 
have been much bullied and shot at previously, meet with good sport ; 
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the ducks riBiDg one or two at a time, and offering capital chances as 
thej top the cover. I have noticed that on these occasions teal, gad- 
wall, and other kinds of fowl, at once rise and make off on the report 
of a gun anywhere near, hut that the little brown, white-eyed duck 
does not take alarm. The plumage of this bird is very thick and 
close, and, though small, it takes a se7ere blow to bring it down, and 
unless dead, like all the pochard tribe, often gives great trouble to 
recover. I have frequently, at Jhansie, lost the half of my winged birds 
in a day's sport. I have already mentioned, when speaking of the 
widgeon, that the white-eyed duck is often erroneously so termed, 
though it does not resemble a widgeon at all, either in shape or colour. 
I have noticed a rather remarkable fact in connection with this bird : 
on three different occasions I have shot specimens minus their feet, 
which I believe had been frozen off in some far-distant country. On 
all three occasions both feet were missing, so that it would appear 
improbable that a trap or gun had been the cause of the missing 
members in every instance ; but I came to the conclusion that the birds 
had lost their feet by visiting some very cold clime, and that the webbed 
portion had become frozen and dropped off. If this was the true reason, 
it would appear that the little pochard migrates to colder regions 
than other wild-fowl, or why should this one species be affected in such 
an extraordinary manner ? 

It is only a tolerable bird for the table, not to be compared in this 
respect with the gadwall, teal, and others. 



Xn.— THE TUFTED DUCK {Fuliffuia crUtata). 
Dbbobiptioii. 
Male. — "RVA \Awak ; nail, black. Iridee, jeUow, Head, neck, back, rump, wings, 
tnil and under tail-covarts, black. Head, parliallj created, tinged on tJie cheeks with 
purple. Secondaries or speculum, partially whit«. Chin, white. The whole of the under 
parte of tbe body, white. Legs Mid t«e3, bluish-grey. 
Length. — 16 inches. 
Female.— Haxk brown. Under porta of the body, greyish-white. Speculum, white. 

This is a rare bird in Northern India. I have occasionally met with 
it, but have only once shot it, and that was at Alljghur, in 1864. 
Strange to say, I have on several occaeions observed tufted ducks 
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brought roond for Bale bj nativea who had netted them. So perhaps 
I have been unlucky in my attempts to meet with this bird. ItB black 
and white plumage is so marked that it ie eaaily distinguishable from 
other fowl when flying. 



XUI.— TIIE MEROiNSER (iferyu* caitor). 
DBBCBIFnOH (from a apecimen shot on banks of Sudah, Rohilkund, in 187S). 

M<Ut. — Bill, vermilion-red. Ridge and tip of tlie upper mandible and lover mandible, 
blfick. Head, created, greenish-black. Upper port of neck, breaat, belly, and leaaer 
wing-covertfl, wbite. Breast, tinged with pink, or salmon-colour. Bock and scapulara, 
black. Primaries, grejish-brown. Secoodsriea, white, with black margins. Rump and 
tul, grej. Legs and toes, vennilion-red. Length 34 inches. 

I never have had an opportunity of obeerving the colouring of the plumage of the female. 

The thicblj-toothed bill of the merganser enables it to seize its prey, small fish, vith 
facility. 

This is a rare bird in Bengal. I hare only shot it twice ; once on the 
banks of the Sardah, in the Philibheefc District in 1872, and once in 
Bhootan in 1S65. In fact the bird seems only to frequent rivers near 
the foot of the Himalayas. I never yet saw it in a jheel. Sach is 
my experience, thoQgh I may be in error; but I have never once 
come across the bird far away from the bills. 

When travelling in the Himalayas I have more than once seen the 
merganser flying np and dovm the Pindur river, in Kumaon ; and I 
am inclined to think that they frequent all our hill rivers more or less, 
for I saw another flight of these ducks passing over the Ganges, in the 
interior of the hills near Teeree, The male bird is very beantifril ; the 
rosy tint on the breast and under feathers is a lovely hue. I have 
never attempted to eat * is bird, but should imagine its flesh to be 
coarse and strong-flavoured ; for its bill, with its peculiar rows of teeth, 
proclaims it to be a Ssh-eater. 



XIV.— THE GARQANEY, on BLUE-WINGED TEAL iQwrq<ttdvla circia). 

This somewhat handsome little duck is laiger than the common 
teal. It does not arrive so early as the above-mentioned bird ; but 
I have each year noticed that it is about the last to leave the plains 
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of India. I have even seen small Sights of this species in the month 
of May, which is unusually late for migrating wild-fowl. This was in 
the hot season of 1871, in the LuUutpore District. I find a record 
in my game-book that I shot on 'May 8 of that year five blue-winged 
teal in a small tank about thirty miles from LuUntpore. Certainly 
the hot season of 1871 was a mild one ; and in the same month of May 
of that year I killed several snipe ; quite as nnnsual a circumstance, if 
not more so, than shooting the garganeys. 

The flight of this bird is swift, though not, in my opinion, to the 
same degree as the common teal. Like the latter species, the blue- 
winged teal often assemble in large flights. I can remember spreading 
dee^ction among a dense flight, bringing down fourteen with two 
barrels — not much to boast of, by the way — but at the time I was in want 
of game to send into Lucknow, where I was then quartered, so did not 
scruple to pour in a murderous volley at close range. 

I think that this bird appears to be found pretty generally over our 
Northern Provinces; but nowhere have I seen such laige flocks of 
garg^ejs as in Oude. In the cold season of 1869, in company with a 
friend, I visited a lai^e lake and marsh in the Baraitch District, called 
Dehowrah, and I should be afraid to say how many head of wild-fowl 
we slew ; but the number was very great, and a large proportion of the 
ducks we brought to hag were blue-winged teal. I met with this bird in 
the Himalayas several times, first at Nynee Tal, then at Bheem Tat, 
another lake near the former, where I shot three birds ; again on the 
Pindur river; and, lastly, I shot three more in small patches of water 
high up in the middle ranges — two close to a tea-garden at Gwaldung, 
and a third at Goomur Tai, on the opposite side of the Pindur river. 
I do not think these stray birds remained to breed in the out-of-the- 
way spots I have mentioned, though it is possible, bat I am inclined to 
think that they were merely resting themselves. The drake garganey, 
though not of such bright and gaudy hues as the common teal, is a 
most beautifully marked duck, and is considered a good bird for the table. 



XV.— THE TEAL {Quergutduia creoca). 

In Speaking of the garganey, or blue-winged teal, I have mentioned 
that it is late to arrive, and especially late in departing trom the plains 
of India. Exactly the contrary is the cose with the common teal ; it is 
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one of the earliest ducks to arriTe, and does not delay its departure 
nearly so late as tlie garganey. I find that for a aaccession of years, 
when quartered in varions parts of the country, a teal was almost 
invariably the first among the ducks to fall to my gun ; and gene- 
rally in Bundelkund a spring of teal formed the advance-gnard of the 
wild fowl travelling south from the cold regions of Northern Asia and 
other countries. 

There can hardly be among birds a more heatitiful fowl than 
the drake teal. The lovely markings of the head and neck and the 
bright patch of green on the wing, together with the beautiful shades 
on the back and tail, form a perfect gem in beauty. 

I am of opinion that of all wild fowl the little teal is the swiftest 
in flight, only equalled perhaps by the goose teal ; and a single bird as 
it passes at full speed offers as pretty a shot as a sportsman could wish 
for. A teal, usually speaking, when winged, is not nearly so difficult 
to recover as many other kinds of duck. I have seen enormous flights 
— many hundreds together. It ia a pretty sight to see a flight of 
these birds wheeling aqd curving about over a piece of water, with 
the sun shining on their wings, as they may often be seen. The birds 
when in a flock keep very close together, so that often six or eight may 
be bronght down at a single discharge. 

Teal may be found in flooded fields of com or paddy, where no other 
duck resort. In some parts of the country they are netted in immense 
numbers. There are many jheels iu the neighbourhood of large rivers 
without a single bird resting or feeding on them during the day ; but 
at nightfall, generally speaking, just as the son is netting, the fowl pour 
in in myriads from the sandbanks of the river, where they have been 
lying asleep all day. Native shikaries are fully aware of these spots 
and of the habits of the birds, and act accordingly, setting their nets 
during the daytime in the manner I have previously described. I have 
known teal, when a number are taken together, sell for less than an 
anna, or three halfpence, each. 



XVI.— THE WfflSTLINa TEALS ob TREE DUOKS {Dendrocy^na major. 
Dendroeygna atemree). 

Thebe are two kinds of these birds that I am acquainted with, the larger 
and smaller, but they are very similar in colour and shade, which is 
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of a rich red brown. Tbey remain all the year round in the plains, 
frequenting weedy tanks covered with rank vegetation, and may often 
be seen in company with the white-bodied goose teal. They are, 
however, in my opinion, not worth powder and shot, and I never fired 
at them, unless to provide food for servants and villagers, for I do not 
consider them regular wild ducka. The flight is slow and laboured, 
and while soaring round they utter a continuous chuckling whistle ; 
hence the name. I have several times seen this bird perch on trees 
and bushes. 



XVII.— THE WHITE-BODIED GOOSE TEAL (Xetti^nu coromandelimut). 
Dbscbiptioh. 

Male. — Top of head gloss; black, a black line round the neck ; hack and wings glossy 
steel blue, mixed with dark green ; a white patch on wings ; face, neck, and breast white ; 
white also below. Bill black, legs pale yellow. 

Lea^h. — 12 inches. 

Femidi. — Altogether of a duller plumage. 

This pretty little bird is another of the dack tribe that does not 
migrate to colder climes, but remains and breeds in the plains of 
India. It is smaller than the common teal, and is not elegant in 
shape ; but the glossy tints of green and steel blue on the wings are 
very beautiful. It is very common alt over the country, I believe, 
resorting to lakes covered with water-plants and weeds, and may often 
be seen in company with the black-backed goose and whistling teal. 
It is an amazmgly swift flyer, and generally flies very low, only a few feet 
above the wat«r, uttering a chuckling noise as it wheels round and 
round the pool fix>m which it has been flushed. It takes a severe blow 
to bring it down, the plumage being exceedingly thick, and resisting 
small shot at any but close range. 

Jerdon says : ' It breeds generally in holes in old trees, often at 
some distance from water; occasionally in ruined houses, temples, 
old chimneys, and the like, laying eight or ten (sometimes, it is stated, 
as many as fifteen) small white eggs.' 

I have beard this bird called ' the clucking teal ' by some sports- 
men, on account of its habit of chattering as it flies swiftly backwards 
and forwards ; but it is quite erroneous so to name it, for the clucking 
t«al (Qwerjiwdwio glocitans) ia an exceedingly rare bird, hardly ever 
met with. 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

MlSCELLANEOUa. 



Evening comes on; arising from tlie atream 
Homew&rd the tall flamingo wings his flight j 
And where he sails athwart the setting beam 
Ilis scarlet plmuage glows with deeper light — Som 



TUE FLAMINOO il^kanicopterM roteut). 

This beantdfol bird, so well known that a description is needless, 
visits India in tlie cold weather months in cotnpany with the clonds 
of other migratory wild fowl which arrive about Uie first week in 
October, and leaves about the same time as the others, early in March. 
They are gregarious, often congregating in lai^ flocks, but the Ally* 
ghnr district is the only place where I have seen flamingoes in any 
numbers. 

Flamingoes appear to be rare in Central India. I find that I have 
once only noted meeting with these birds during my three years' scjoum 
at Jhansie, and that was a small flock passing overhead. I should 
not have noticed them at all, had not one of the birds uttered its 
peculiar trumpet-call. They were flying in a line at a great height, 
and steering southwards. 

A male flamingo stands about four feet high, but the body is small 
in comparison with the height of the bird ; the female is rather less, 
and somewhat wants the brilliant rose-coloured feathers of her consort. 
They are wary birds, and have a habit of frequenting open lakes and 
jheels, with no cover of any kind to conctal an enemy, or behind 
which a sportsman might creep up within shot. Once I brought down 
three with two barrels, and twice I have killed single birds. Their 
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bills are of extraordinary shape, and tbey are said to feed like the 
Anas tribe. 

One evening, when retnming on horseback ailer a day's shooting, 
abont six miles from Allyghur, I happened to pass near a large open 
sheet of water, and drew rein for a few moments to admire a beautifal 
sight. Aboat a quarter of a mile from me, in the middle of an open 
plain, a large flight of flamingoes were standing motionless in some 
shallow water. There were, I suppose, over a hundred birds, and nearly 
all were standing balanced on one 1^. It was about sunset, and the 
beautifnl pink feathers of the flamingoes, brightened np by the beams 
of the setting sun, and rendered still more conspicuous by the reflec- 
tions in the calm water, made a strikingly effective picture. 

The flesh of the bird is only tolerably good ; we once had one cooked 
by way of experiment, for the mess-table, but it was universally pro- 
nounced to be but a poor bird. 

Natives constantly bring flamingoes round for sale, in our np- 
conntry stations. 



THE BITTERN (Botaanu tttUarit). 



This bird is tolerably plentiful over Northern India, resorting to certain 
jbeels, where it finds suitable feeding-grounds, and generally each cold 
season half-a-dozen bitterns or more are brought to bag. They gene- 
rally are fonnd when snipe-shooting, in marshy spots where there is an 
abundance of tall grass and low reeds. The bird will often not rise till 
the sportsman is close on him, and it is almost impossible to miss it, 
for the flight is very slow and heavy, and a few grains of snipe-shot 
are sufficient to bring it down ; in fact, I know of no bird that is so 
easily killed. Generally, if let offence, the bittern again settles within 
a few hundred yards, and perhaps on the second occasion, without a dog 
to follow and flush him, will so conceal itself that the sportsman, 
after a short search in vain, passes on. The bittern is an excellent 
bird for the table. 

When stationed at Tezpore, in Assam, I twice shot a small species, 
the Black Bittern [Ardetla flavicollia). It was by no means rare in that 
locality, but I have seen it nowhere else. 
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THE CURLEW (Namenxiu, arqtuda). 



This bird, so common and well known on the shores of Britain, is met 
with on the banks of oar large riyers, and occasionally on the muddy 
edges of jheels and tanks. I have nowhere, however, found it 
numerous. I shot several when stationed at Lucknow, and in the 
Baraitch district, on the banks of the Snrjoo, they were tolerably plentiful. 
During my three years at Jhansie I only shot one curlew, though I 
occasionally heard the well-known cry of the bird, as he passed overhead 
high in the air, I saw several in the Philibheet district, and shot a few 
in the neighbourhood of.Allyghur. 

As in England, the ' Whanp * is almost invariably on the alert 
against danger, and difficult to approach. 

When ^veiling in the Himalayas in 1863, and steering for the 
Neti Pass, I observed a species of curlew on the edge of a river far below 
the road, feeding on a shelving bank of gravel, near a village called 
Jhelnm. I carefully examined the bird through a powerful telescope, 
and feeling certain that it was worth obtaining for my collection, 
determined on making an attempt to get a shot at it. With some 
trouble I descended, and, as the bird rose, brought it down, but unfor- 
tunately it fell into the river and was swept away by the current. 
1 never before or since have met with a simitar species of curlew. I 
was close enough to see that the legs and bill were red, and that 
it had some dark markings about the head ; and when years after I 
read Jerdon's description of a rare species of curlew {Ibidorhyachiu 
eiTutherm.i) which irequents rivers of the Himalayas, it etmck me at 
once that the bird I had lost was the Red-billed Curlew. 

There is a bird common over our North-Westem Provinces, 
and well known by the name of ' Black Curlew.' This, however, is 
an erroneoQS title, for the correct English appellation for the bird is 
the ' Warty-Headed Ibis.' I have shot it occasionally, but it is hardly 
worth a charge ; and I can assert that it is undoubtedly a foul feeder, 
for a brother of mine once saw this bird hard at work feeding on the 
offal of a recently-slain black buck. 



TlIE WinMBREL iNummtm phaoinu). 



This bird is more common and less wary than the curlew. I have seen 
many on the banks of our large rivers and jheels, and shot several when 
stationed at Allyghur. i^'.^,^,,!,-. 
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THE BENGAL GREEN PIGEON (Qroeopnt ph^nicoptervs). 

These are eereral kinds of green pigeon frequenting the plains of 
India, besides others found in our hill ranges. Among the latter ma; 
he mentioned the well-known 'boklah.* I have met with at least four 
or five species in the plains, but the above-mentioned is the most 
common in the North-Western Provinces, and is called by the natives 
'hurrjal.' It can hardly be termed a game bird, though worthy of 
notice by the sportsman, on account of its being an excellent bird for 
the table. 

Generally speaking, they ore to he found in small flocks in peepnl or 
bni^ot-trees, the fmit of which is a favourite food of the green pigeon; 
but I have seen, and not anfreqnently, very large flights of green 
pigeons. The plumage of the bird, which is a lovely mixture of yellow, 
light and dark green, matches in an extraordinary manner {doubtless 
a provision of Nature for its protection), with the foliage of the trees 
that it is in the habit of frequenting. I have constantly stood under 
a peepul-tree with my gun in readiness, in vain endeavouring to dis- 
tinguish among the leaves overhead the forms of several 'hurryal' 
which I had marked into this very tree ; but until one of the birds 
had moved its position — and they have a cunning habit of remaining 
perfectly still when danger is at hand — I have found it almost impos- 
sible to make them out, so exactly similar in colour was the foliage of 
the tree and the plumage of the birds. 

The green pigeon feeds almost entirely on wild fruit, seeds, and 
berries of various kinds; an especial favourite among wild fmita is the 
fig. The flight of the bird is powerful and rapid, and its feathers are 
so thick and close that small-shot is but of little use. The feet of the 
bird are somewhat like those of a parrotr, and I have seen them high 
up in the branches of some fruit-tree, clambering about, head down- 
wards, to reach fruit, in the manner of the Psittacidce family. 

When out shooting in the Lullutpore jungles, during the hot- 
weather months, our encampment was nsnally in the vicinity of some 
river, such as the Betwah, the Jarain, or Dessaun, and of an evening 

my friend H s and myself often amused ourselves fishing for 

mahseer. One evening we had used our best endeavours, both with fly 
and bait, to capture a. fish for our dinner, but in vain, and at length we 
liad gireu it up as a bad job. My companion went home, leaving me 
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to finish a cheroot. While thus employed my attention was taken by 
a fiock of green pigeons which had settled in a large fig-tree leaning 
over the river. I had no gun with me, or probably one or two of the 
birds would have been shot, aa we were short of provisionB. The fig- 
tree overshadowed a fine pool in the river, and from the birds moving 
about and feeding on the fruit, several over>ripe figs fell with a splash 
into the water. I noticed three or four fish move, but had no idea what 
they were after, till presently I distinctly saw a mahseer take down 
a fig the instant that it touched the water. A boy, my attendant, 
was qtiickly despatched up the tree for half-a>dozen ripe figs, and in 
the meantime I selected firom my book a lat^e-sized bait>-hook ; and 
presently, when the lad descended with sxmdry of the fruit, I buried 
the hook into the heart of an extra tempting-looking fig, and fastened 
it securely in its place with a piece of cotton. Then shortening the 
line, and carefully approaching the water, I ' bobbed * the fig on to 
the surface of the pool, but only for an instant ; there was a mighty 
swirl in the water, and I caught a glimpse of a head and tail, and 
down went the line. A few moments after, I found myself hard and 
faat in a stru^le with a siz-poonder, which, after a determined resist- 
ance, was successfully landed, and ten minutes later was transferred to 
the camp kettle. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
THE INDIAN HARE (L^tiu ri^kauAitiu). 

I saw the hare that raced about with joj. — Woribwoeth. 



I BELIETB JerdoQ tella ua of two species of Indian bares to be foand 
in tbe plainn, but I am only able to speak of one kind tbat I have met 
with below tbe Himalayae, or perhaps it maj be that tbe two are so 
nearly alike that I have not noticed the distinction between them. 

Ilie hare of India is somewhat of tbe shape and colour of our own 
well-known animal, but much smaller, weighing little, if any more 
than a full-grown rabbit, and, in general habits, much resembling the 
latter. The animal when pursued will sometimes go to ground under 
rocks or stones, and will seldom be foond lying out in open country 
where there is no cover. I have frequently met with them in tbe low 
valleys of the Himalayas, but they never wander to any great height ; 
between Almorah and Nynee Tal I have shot several. 

There is another species of bare found in Thibet, and occasionally on 
our side of the snowy range. This animal much resembles tbe mountain 
or blue hare of Scotland. I found them very numerous in certain 
localities of Thibet, and generally in stony nullahs where there was 
plenty of bush, gross, and cover. I shot thirteen one forenoon in the 
neighbourhood of a plac« called Tazang, where they were exceedingly 
plentiful. They were of a bluish colour, mixed with pale brown, with 
ehorter ears, and in size rather larger than the bare found in the 
plains; moreover, the fnr was altogether thicker, only natural for 
such a cold country aa Thibet. I imagine that the coat turns white 
in winter, like the Scotch hare ; but though I constantly put this question 
to tbe Bhootiahs and Thibetans, I could not get a clear reply in the 
affirmative, though I have little doubt that such is the case. 
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The Lare of the plains of India ie common alJ over our North-Westera 
Provinces, and is very numerous in manj parts, especially in the 
neighbourhood of fioorkee, Allyghur, and Agra. In the vicinitj of the 
latter station I have shot twelve and fifteen in a day. In Bundelkund 
the animals abound, luid are exceedingly common on the aides of rocky 
hills. In Bengal, though in some parts common enough, they appear 
to he less nameroua than in provinces farther north. In Assam we 
seldom shot more than two or three in a day, and then only near to 
cultivation. Thick bush and grass jungle, with fields of com in the 
vicinity, are generally the resort- of the Indian hare, though they may 
be often found in fields of dhal or castor-oil, close behind villages, and I 
am perfectly certain in my own mind that these animals, which are found 
80 close to the habitations of the natives, are not the choicest of feeders. 
The banks of small rivers, where much cut up and intersected by 
nullahs and ravines covered with scrub, are generally sure finds for 
hares ; and in many parts of the country there ore pools of water 
surrounded by a fringe of thick grass ; these spots should &e carefully 
beaten by the sportsman, as they are very likely to hold bares. In the 
month of March, when the quail come in, hares are often put ap and 
shot in standing com ; and when snipe-shooting on the edge of a 
tank or jheel, if the ground is not too wet, the sportsiuan will often 
get a shot at a ' khurgosh ' as he makes off. 

In some parts of the country I have seen very fair coursing. At 
AUyghur we never shot hares in the vicinity of the station, as several of 
the residents kept greyhounds, and in the cold weather it was nothing 
unusual to kill six or eight hares out coursing in a morning. 

The ears of the Indian hare are unusually long. The animals are 
constantly swarming with vermin. The natives, though not np to 
wiring them, net the creatures in great numbers, and bring them 
round in baskets for sale. With so many enemies to contend with, 
it seems extraordinary that the animals are not altogether exter- 
minated, and were it not that they are so very prolific, doubtless this 
would be the case. The very spots where hares take refuge abound 
with jackals, foxes, cats, mongooses, and snakes. The pariah doga 
turn out in gangs from neighbouring villages, and systematically hunt 
through every yard of cover in search of them, snapping them up in 
their forms, or running them down when they make off. Nor is 
this all that the unfortunates have to contend with. Eagles, falcons, 
and hawks are ever on the look-out to pounce on them should 
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they show themselves by day, and numerous owla coustantly prey 
on them at night. I have often noticed large hawks sitting per- 
fectly still on the top of a bush or ti-ee, wliere they will patiently 
wait, watching the jungle beneath them, till some partridge, quail, or 
hare mores, and, unconscious of danger, exposes itself to view ; the bird 
of prey immediately opens his wings, silently mates a swoop down, 
and, fixing its talons deep into the back of the victim, carries him 
shrieking away. Jackals, generally speaking, spring on hares and other 
creatures from an ambush, catch them when asleep, or creep up to 
them when feeding. In my opinion, they seldom fairly run a hare 
down by combing it. 

When speaking of the chitaxah, I related an anecdote of a pair 
of jackals joining in the chase of a wounded gazelle, but that was 
exceptional, and I believe that it was the smell of blood that attracted 
the ravenous pair. But I once witnessed a fair course between a 
jackal and a hare, which at the time I noted as remarkable. 

In the cold season of 1872, I was out shooting near Jhansie, in 
company with two brother sportsmen. We had during the morning 
shot over some snipe ground with tolerable luck, but in spite of its 
being the middle of October, found the sun extremely powerful ; there 
was not a breath of air, and the heat and glare were intense. So about 
mid-day we retired to the side of a hill, where, recubans svh tegmine 
of some bnshes, we discussed our tifiSn and lit our pipes. While 
talking over what were to be our plans for the afternoon to fill the bag 
to the best advantage, our attention was taken by what we took at first 
in the distance to be a dog chasing a hare ; this was nothing unusual, 
as the British soldiers from the barracts often came that way with 
doga.and guns. The pursued and pnrsuer came straight towards us, 
and from where we were sitting — well above the surrounding country — 
we had a good view of the chase. 

From 'brnke to bnke she flies, and visits all ^ 

Her well-known baunte wheie once she ranged eeciire. 

Presently the poor hare, hard pressed, made several quick turns to 
escape, but all in vain. She was fairly run into and killed. It was only 
when the two animals were within a short distance of the foot of the 
hill that we, for the first time, had doubts whether or not it was a 
dog that had so successfully chased the hare ; the animal appeared to 
be too short in the legs for a dog, and, moreover, seemed to have a 
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bushy tail. One of my companionfl, S y, had a rifle with him, 

and we suggested that he should clear up all doubt in the matter by 
knocking the gentleman over ; so down he went. The animal was still 

worrying the hare, bat looked up and obserred S y when yet a 

good distance oC He turned round and made off, but my friend 
made an undeniably good shot, rolling him over dead with a ball 
through the shonider. We all ran up, and there lay a common jackal ; 
it was a female, long and thin, jind, to all appearance had cnbs not far 
off. The hare, a fine one, was only slightly torn, and we carried it off. 
When the ground is open the Indian hare offers an eafiy shot, bnt 
when beating through rough ground, with patches of grass and bushes 
here and there, and a hare is started, it often requires a good snap shot 
to roll her over. The animal dodges about, like a rabbit in furze, &i 
more than is the habit of our English hare. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

GUNS, BIFLES, AND SPORTING EQUIPMENTS; OAMP EQUIPAGE 
AND OAARIAGE. 

SpoaxBHEN bound for the East very often ask, What is the best de- 
scriptioB of battery for India ? bnt the queetion is not so easily answered. 
It ia a strauge fact, but nerertheiess tme I belieTe, that hardly any 
two sportsmen, however experienced they may be, hold one and the 
same opinion as regards the most serviceable guns and rifles for Indian 
shooting, and indeed in these times, with so many improvements, and 
ingenious contrivances constantly being developed and brought before 
the pablio by gan-makera and others, it becomes a difficult task, and 
requires much time and atady to select from among so many clever 
systems and inventions, that which is really the most useful and efficient 
for Indian jangles. 

I can therefore only offer my own ideas on the subject for the 
benefit of my brother sportsmen, and as my conclusions have not been 
hastily arrived at, but are the result of long experience, I truat that 
some few of my remarks may be of real practical use. 

In the first place, I think all will agree with me, that in these 
times three good breech-loaders, i.e. two riiles, and one gun, are suffi- 
cient for all ordinary purposes. If the sport«mari intends waging war 
against rhinoceri, and the like armour-coated beasts, a heavy single 
rifle may be added to the battery with advantage. 

It is also, I consider, a matter of the greatest importance in an 
Indian battery, to have as many of your weapons as poaaible, of one 
and the same system of breech-loaderf and of tbe same gauge, eo that 
one description and size of cartridge may fit at least two of your guns. 

I strongly recommend No. 12 as the gauge for tbe pair of large 
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borcB, and for tliia reason : Eley'a No. 12 cartridge cases are procurable 
almost anywliore iu India; bnt there is often a difficulty in obtaining 
cases to fit guns of 10, 14, or 16-bore. 

I would aliio advise tbat tlie stocks of all three weapons should be 
built exactly eimilnr to one another in eyeiy respect, and copied if 
possible from some old favourite gun which the sportsman has been 
accustomed to use for years. The advantage of this plan is, I think, 
obvious enough : for a standing; shot perhaps the length and bend of 
the stock does not so much, matter, but for a quick snap shot from a 
howdah, or at game passing rapidly through cover, when there is onlj 
time to pitch your weapon up and fire at once, then is the time when 
a rifle or gun to which you are accustomed, naturally and instan- 
taneously covers the mark, whereas, one too long, or too short in the 
stock, or that does not fit the shoulder, probably causes you to miss. 

The following are the weapons with which I recommend the young 
sportsman bound for India to furnish himself: — 

1. A double, central-Sre, double-grip, breech-loading rifle, twelve 
bore, rifled on the late Captain Forsyth's system, to throw a spherical 
ball accurately up to I. SO or 180 yards, and a heavy shell for short 
distinces, to bum 4 to 5 drs. of coarse powder without unpleasant recoil. 
Weight, from 9J to 11 lbs. according to the strength of the sportsman. 
Pistol grip stock, barrels rather short, extractor and locks strong and 
powerful, sights to fold down flnsh, no fixed upright back-sight, or if 
the sportsman cannot do without one, let it be very low and with 
the nick cut deep and broad. 

2. A double gun, of exactly similar breech-loading aclioo and gan^ 
to the rifle, rather stouter, and heavier than the ordinary type of 
smooth bore, to throw ball well at short distances, and moderately choke 
bored in the. left barrel. 

3. A double, central-fire, double-grip, '450 or '500 bore express, with 
as low a trajectory as possible, and extremely accurate up to 200 yards. 
To carry solid metal cartridge cases. 

I am of opinion that these three weapons constitute a perfect 
battery for howdah-shooting, and in efliciency are fully equal to five 
doable muzzle-loaders. 

The pair of twelve-bores are well adapted for shooting on foot when 
driving the jungles for big game, such as tigers, bears, samber, &c. ; 
also for machan-shooting. To prevent mixing the rifle and gun ammu- 
nition when shooting ball with the latter, I recommend the sportsman 
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to mabe a practice of invariably using green cartridge cases for the one 
weapon, and bine for the other. 

The express rifle will be brought into play against black bnck on 
the plains of Bengal, gazelle on more broken ground, or for stalking 
cheetul in the early morning on the banks of rivers ; and it is the weapon 
of aU others for shooting burhel and thar on the upper steeps of the 
Himalayas, or gooral and kakur on the lower slopes of the mountains. 

Each weapon should be fitted into a strong leather case, with the 
usual appurtenances, inclndiog spare strikers, a recapping machine, 
shell mould for heavy rifle, and a strong waterproof gun-cover, bound 
in leather, for each. 

As regards explosive shells, I hare tried three descriptions : Forsyth's 
Bwedge shell, the copper bottle shell, and the old hollow conical bullet 
filled with a detonating composition, and with a wax plug, and coating 
of varnish on the outside. I consider the two first inventions as de- 
cidedly the best, and both of them certainly more to be depended on 
for stopping dangerous animals, such as tigers, panthers, and bears, 
than any kind of round or conical bullet. Shells, in my opinion, are 
unsatisfactory missiles for shooting rhinoceri, and such-like animals 
with very thick hides. Often the shell biirsts prematurely, and, instead 
of killing the creature, only inflicts a severe flesh wonnd. 

Both the swedge and copper bottle shells have each their peculiar 
advant^^s, but they are both so good and deadly in their effects against 
animals vrith thin skins, that I consider them abont equal in merit. 

Let me warn the young sportsman against one thing. The deto- 
nating composition (composed of chlorate of potass and sulphate of 
antimony), used for filling rifle shells, is of such a highly dangerous 
character, that I would advise his only mizmg a small quantity at a 
time ; should there be any over after filling his shells, let him throw 
it away rather than keep it for future purposes. I can remember 
two serious accidents occasioned by reckless sportsmen putting away 
detonating powder, in the first instance in a cap box, in the second in 
a stoppered bottle, and both gentlemen had their hands severely injured 
by explosions taking place on their opening the cap box and bottle, by 
turning round the lid of the box and the stopper of the bottle respec- 
tively. 

I am of opinion that in a country like India it is a^^at mistake for 
the sportsman to burden and tire himself with numberless belts and 
pouches. 
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For riBe-sbooting, one broad belt roand the waist, with a hunting 
knife and pouch attached to it, the latter to contain ten or twelre 
rounds of ammunition, is quite enough to carry. I am speaking of 
shooting on foot, in the hot weather months. In the hills, a small 
telescope, or pair of field glasses, may with advantage be added, and 
such small articles ae a pocket knife, pipe, tobacco, and lights, and 
two or three yards of stout string, may also be stowed away in the 
coat pockets. An attendant should carry spare ammunition, a small 
brandy flask, and if the sportsman is out for the day, some sort of 
cooked food or biscuits. 

I used for many years the double-edged dagger-shaped hunting 
knife, termed the ' Shakespear knife ' (after the well-known sportsman 
of that name), and I venture to say there could hardly be a better de- 
scription of weapon. 

It should be carried in a leather sheath on the left side, attached 
to the waist belt by a fixtg, and with a spring to prevent the knife 
being pulled out and lost, by a bough or twig catching the hilt when 
passing through thick jungle. 

The ball pouch — also attached to the waist belt, and carried in front 
of the right side — should be made of some waterproof cloth, or covered 
with a piece of otter or leopard skin, capable of keeping the cartridges 
perfectly dry, even in a deluge of rain. 

I will now pass on and make a few remarks relating to the best 
kind of dress for an Indian sportsman. 

Perhaps, all things considered, a rather short, close-fitting, but 
nowhere tight, Norfolk jacket, with a band round the waist, and with 
plenty of pockets, is the best cut of coat for shooting purposes. A 
good thick, broad patch of leather on either shoulder, enables the 
sportsman to bear the weight of a heavy rifle, without tiring or bruising 
hie shoulder. 

The trousers should be of the same material as the coat, and, like 
it, fitting rather close, but at the same time easily, to the figure. 

I can strongly recommend a good roll of flannel or cashmere stoff, 
called in India a ' cummerbund,' wound rather tight round the waisi^ 
and worn under the jacket, and over the upper edge of the trousers 
AS a protection to the loins against the sun, and also aa a support to 
the body. 

The material and colour of the shooting suit are also matters of 
considerable importance. 
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For the plainsi recommend a kind of Cbowsootie'or four-threaded 
cotton or linen fabric djed a gntbb; green tint, as best suited for the 
jungle plains of India, and also for the lower ranges of hills, where 
corerpd with forest and thicket. 

For the upper ranges, among bare crags and rocks, and where the 
cold is often exceseire, a good suit of woollen stuff, of a gray or stone 
colour, will be found the best. 

I have tried many descriptions of solar hats, and helmets, and my 
experience ia, that a good pith, mnshroom-ahaped hat is the beat for 
TMiKting an Indian sun. One great advantage of a pith hat is, its 
extreme lightness, but unfortunately there are two or three seriona 
objections to the mushroom-shaped ' topee.' 

In the first place, when riding on horseback, at even a moderate pace, 
it is impossible to keep it on the head without a chin strap, and even 
then it is moat awkward and inconvenient. 

Again, it is a bad hat to wear when passing through dense thicket, 
on account of its shape and size. Brambles and twigs continually 
catch the brim, and not only hinder the sportsman's advance, but make 
a rustling which is very liable to scare deer and other game. 

In spite of these drawbacks, however, on account of the excellent 
protection from the sian it affords to the head and neck, I prefer the 
muahroom hat to the best felt helmet, even when provided with a good 
puggree. 

We have now only to speak of boots and gaiters, to conclude these 
remarks. 

For real hard wear and tear on the plains of India, or for march* 
ing up the hill valleys, I have found few superior to the ammunition 
boots as served out to our Earopean soldiers. They are very strongly 
put together. It is a good plan to eoak a new pair in oil for several 
days, before attempting to wear them. The leather is generally so 
hard that a galled heel is often the result of neglecting this precaution. 

For walking in the jungles, when on the look-out for samber, 
choetul, and such-like vigilant creatures, to ensure success it is per- 
fectly necessary to have soft shoes nnshod with iron, and which do not 
creak. Samber leather is well adapted for making this description of 
shoe, and is also well suited for gaiters. Some prefer knickerbockers, 
which certainly are comfortable, but they are not proof against 
thorns, or ' spear ' grass, so common in the plains of India, and which 
can only be kept out by a good atout pair of gaiters. 
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When shootiDg in the liot weather on the plaiDS, I consider that a 
good Bingle-pole tent is absolutely necessarj as a protection from tiie 
heat of the sun. If in a country where the roads are fairly good and 
carriage easily procurable, this may be supplemented by the addition of 
a sleeping- tent or p&l, and also a cooking-tent or rowtie for the servants ; 
but where locomotion is difficult, the sportsman must content himself 
with a smaller camp. It may be as well here to describe the various 
tents I have alluded to. 

A. single-pole tent is generally about twelve or fourteen feet square, 
with inner and outer walls, and also a double roof about two or three 
feet apart. The inner roof sometimes has a felt cover to it, which is 
an excellent plan, and renders it almost imperviouH to the rays of the 
son, even when the tent is pitched in the open. This tent has from 
six to eight entrances, which are each fitted with fine mat blinds called 
chicks, and screens (called purdahs) to keep out the dust, heat, or 
cold, as the case ma; be. A carpet, with a common set of strong and 
serviceable camp furniture completes the tent, which in ordinary 
weather makes a comfortable abode. I may mention that a portion of 
the inner wall, screened off, serves the purpose of a bath-room. A tent 
of this description, complete, costs, when new, from 50^. to 701. and can 
be carried by two or three camels. 

There is a smaller description of tent somewhat similar to the 
above, called a hill-tent, bat with only one wall. The chief advantages 
of the latter are, its lightness, and also that it can be pitehed under 
trees where a single pole could not go. It is also &.r cheaper, costing 
from 351. to 401. On the other band, it is not so capable of resisting 
either heat or rain. 

A sleeping-p&l is a single stretch of canvas about four folds thick, 
open at each end, and over a ridge pole. The ends can be closed at 
pleasure. Ite advante.ges are, the ease with which it can be carried and 
pitehed, and its cheapness. It costs from 81. to 12{., according to ite 
size, and it makes an excellent sleeping or dressing tent. 

A rowtie is a humble description of pdl, but only two cloths thick ; 
it costs, perhaps, from 51. to 81. It is indispensable to have a tent at 
aU seMons of the year for your servants, or they are sure to get ill from 
exposure when most wanted. 

When travelling in the hills, where nothing can he carried but on 
men's heads or backs, and where the heat is much less, the very smallest 
quantity and description of tents can only be teken ; a small pal for the 
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master and a blanket tent fortbe servattts is generally considered ample 
for lUl hill purposes. The best places to procure tente are Jubbulpoor, 
Puttebghar, or Cawnpore. These tents are always provided with every 
requisite, including mallets, pegs, packing-bags, and necessary tent. 
In the hills or on rocky ground a set of iron pins, with rings through 
the beads to serve the purposes of tent-pegs, are indispensable. 

A few hints as to pitching a c&mp and the spot to be selected may 
here not be out of place. Always pitch your tent, if possible, under 
a tree, and within easy reach of, but not too close to, a village, 
and in each a position that it may be protected from the midday 
and afternoon sun, in the hot weather facing the breeze, and in the cold 
season in a sheltered situation. The cook-room tent should be at a 
convenient distance, and always to leeward. Pitch your tent, if yon 
can manage it, right under a thick mangoe or burgot tree, cutting 
away, if necessary, some of the limbs, so as to make way for it. Avoid 
a tamarind tree, as it is popularly supposed (though I will not guarantee 
the fact] to be conducive to fever. In selecting your site for a camp, 
be most careful that there are no bees' nests in the vicinity, or you will 
speedily be ejected by these vicious insects. I have already related one 
or two anecdotes to iUnstrate the danger of provoking or even ap- 
proaching these creatures. Endeavour to select a spot near running 
water, or the shores of a lake, but avoid carefully low-lying ground or 
the vicinity of stagnant pools. 

Good driuking-water is a most important matter, and should be 
carefully sought after. I well remember an occasion when I and my 
followers were nearly poisoned through inattention to this point, and 
all through carelessness in drinking from a foul well. This happened 
near Lucknow in 1868. 

In ludia we are frequently visited by violent storms, especially 
about the middle of Jane, when the monsoon is at hajid : it is always 
advisable to be prepared for these sudden squalls, however fine and 
settled an appearance the weather may bear j eo never neglect to have 
a trench dug round your tent, and the ropes slackened should there be 
a sign of coming rain. 

A few words as regards carriage will snffice. Always procure 
camels, if possible, to carry your tents and baggage, unless you should 
be out shooting in the monsoon. It is most dangerous to use these 
animals on wet or slippery soil, though they are invaluable over sandy 
or broken ground. 
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In the Iiills nothing can be carried except \>j men. 

A good camel wili cany from 300 to 400 lbs., a fair-sized heicker; 
or bullock-cart ahont 1,000 lbs., and a hill-man about 40 lbs. The hire 
of a camel is from 6 to 8 mpees a month, and a baggage-camet can be 
pnrobaaed for about 120 rupees, or 122. 

If bullock-carts or men be oaed, special contracts should be entered 
into before starting. 

The average length of a march in India is from eight to twelve 
miles, but when necessary twice the distance can be covered. 

In conclusion let me add that a perwannah, or permit, from the chief 
magistrate of the district through which the sportsman intends travel- 
ling, is very n^essary for procuring supplies, and to ensure all your 
wants being attended to. 
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THE HISTORY ..OF JAPAN, 

ETROM THE EABJJIE8T PERIOD TO TH& EBX0ENT TTMin . 

■ Bj F. O. ADAMS, 

' S-fiU.'t SkkUtj/ ^ Snittwy a( iWw ; formrrlg H.B.W* Cha^i fJidlrtt latd Ster*l*rg 

of LfffKkm at Yedo. 

This ia the' only Histoiyof Japaa nneaiibla to English rendert. It is compiM tnmt 
offlciaJ Gmroea, and the high diplanuitii: posltMn long held by Bie Aathor g&ve l^m an inii^hC 
into JspoDcse politic* poaeisud by f«v EuropOins. 

IXTRACT* FBOMSOlite OF THE REVIEWt. 
' Aiadipkomitli^ ptndr. uiil vmfpiTlEMi u ft dcopEy Lnt«nwtln^ rplHoda in cctfbDiplhBT hMorr, ItfttwD 
wortb mdlBK- ThcinlDrniatiun It durUlna !■ ttu>t»arthj, ud U lsIc^llJJ aoQiiiUed, and tbn njln k all clu( 

'Ho«irEli»lB hl« facta wHIj -kill and jndpncnt; «fl(l be wrtt™ 
onrumanln llunry vcrlc Wstaopc Ur. A4aiii<' viLI nut knplh 



Ulwbtfed. HediuQi Sro. Tvo 7olame(b Cloth, priiy 36«. 

THE CRIMEA AND TKANSaUCASIA. 

n^BBiriTB Xir-.i JlTTBMSf W nn TAtnif BflKB Aim lit, TO! EOUBAN, OOVBIA, GBOBOU, 

^Biaau, OBtnr, ihbbitu, LarcBOolwii, BWANnvn, ijni MiiraBKUA. 
" ■ ' "By J. BUCJTAN TElJ'E^j:.R.&-S.. QommandotlUf. - 

''■ - ttOME OF THI OPINIONS OF THE pRCeS. * 

'Tbawbojgiif it la tcrylaOuctlTe mdliig Volmfin npkt* vUli TihuUe mBtter in fmt nrtetT'' 

< Eo iiamtdt ORUdsntlcmt guide «Dd ihnwd obKrver: Wid Introd^cttai* to RnniaD oOlctiiti of 1^^ 
pwlllDD gun him rucow la H>uniu> of liironniiUDn Mich ropaln K^al to urginiirt •_ — -" — ' ' — r" nn^ 

■ AtonM plc~untimd ptoiltnbliL Will iUI«(d ftndentsof lailoua eciilitcea weir-dig«ted matcr^ Ik , 

ttodr ud compai-iaDD.' — Bdikvuhou Col~havt. . ' » ' « 



HENR¥ S. KING, f GP., LondoD. 
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